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ENOUIRY 


INTO THE 
Nature, Neceſſity, and Evidence 


Chziſtian Faith. 


INTRODUCTION. 
Shewing the Occafion and Defign of the 
follawing Eſſays. 


S certainly the Chriſtian Religion has the faireſt 
appearance of any, and comes to us with all. 
the marks of Truth, being ſtampt with Cha-" 
rafters truly Divine, and carrying along with 
it Anthentick Teſtimonies, both from Heaven 

and Earth ; fo they. who had the keeping of it, have, for 

near theſe 1500 Years, taught that Fairh was a very 
confiderable part of it, and abſolutely Neceſlary to the 

— all thoſe Advantages which are promiſed 
Y it. 

But now there is a Set of Men who pretend new 

Diſcoveries : They decry Faith as much as it was for- 

B merly 
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merly magnified, and turn the things propoſed to be 
believed into ridicule. . Some of them run down Faith 


by expoſing the Clergy, who require it, as ignorant and 


Fooliſh, a ſort of Men who are eaſily impoſed upon, or 


who, ' to keep up their Trade, ſtudy to impoſe on others, 
amuſing them with myſterious Nonſenſe. Others eſlay to 
prove, That Faith is impoſſible where Reaſon rules and 
is uſed 34 and therefore that Believing proceeds from a 
Defett of Reaſon, and conſequently unworthy of thoſe 
who own themſelves to be Men, that is, reaſonable 
Creatures. A Third ſort examine the ſeveral Points of 
Faith, as they are ſet forth in Syſtems and Confeſſions, 
and do either dwindle them away into nothing, or ren- 
der them very abſurd, that is impoſſible or no ways 
worthy to be believed. This Controverſie is of the high- 
eſt Importance : all ought to be inquiſitive into it, and 
earneſt.to know, on what ſide Truth lies, not to ſatisfie 
an idle Curioſity, but to deſcover the certain and ſolid 
foundation, if there be any ſuch thing, on which they 
may build their Peace and Comfort, with reſpect to the 
preſent life, and joyful hopes in reference to that which 
may be hereafter. 

Upon this account I reſolved on this Enquiry, and to 
proceed in it with all the care that becomes a Lover of 
Truth, in matters of ſo very great moment, who ought 
not to ſuffer himſelf to be byaſs'd by his former Senti- 
ments,nor to be carried off by the Cenſures of the World, 
nor to be poſſeſſed with a fondneſs for Opinions, meerly 
becauſe they are New or O14, Singular or Common. -}. - 

- "My firſt aim was to ſatisfhe my ſelf ; and now I pro- 
poſe the giving true information to others, and for that 
end ſhall lay all things candidly: before them, impoſing 
as little on them, as on my ſelf, who am not willing to 
be deceived. And 1 am confident that he, who is atten- 
tive and willing to bz informed, ſhall receive plain and. 
full Conviftion, 

To try this Matter, I do not find it proper to appeal 
to the Univerſal Doctrine, either of the Preſent, or Pri- 
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INTRODUCTION. 3 
mitive Church-: The Fathers may be thought-as partial 
and \incompetent:-Judges as the Modern- Divines.. Au- 
thorizies have no weight with the Patrons of Incredulity, 
they laugh at this Method, and judge it as unreaſonable, 
2s if one would conſult old Bigotted Ariſtotelians about 
the New Philoſophy. I know their regard tothe Scrip- 


. ture, is much the ſame as what they have to other Books: 


They read and examine it with the ſame boldneſs and 
freedom, and very often with leſs Modeſty than huinan 
Writings. Becauſe its Aſſertions are plain, and other- 
wiſe unanſwerable; therefore, to ſhelter themſelves, 
and to defend their Opinions, they diſown its Authority, 
and cry it down as a Book which is not implicitly to be 
believed more than others. Hence itis that ſome attack 
the Authentickneſs and Purity of the Text ; others, the Inte- 
grity and Inſpiration of the Pen-men : and all of them en- 
deavour,one way or other,to remove the only ſure Light 
we have todireCt our Courſe. So they would reaſon us 
into a fearful and troubleſom uncertainty ; and they make 
our condition as deplorable as Perſons at Sea in a dark 
——-—— on Night, without Waggoner, Compaſs, or 
Pilot. 

I intend not to prove the Divine Authority of the Scri- 
pture, which hath been admirably well done by ſeveral, 
both in this, and former Ages : I take this for granted. 
But if this be too great a Poſitulaturn, it will be ſufficient 
for my buſineſs to ſuppoſe it in the firſt rank of Books, 
which it may claim, both by reaſon of its Antiquity, 
and the things contained in it. The Authors of this Holy 
Book merit Reverence and Eſteem, at leaſt as much as 
Plato, Ariſtotle, Seneca, Epiltetus, Confautins of China, and 
other Ancients, whoſe Sentiments the World is curious 
to know, and which Learned Men have been employed 
to Collect, as uſeful to Mankind. Nay, I am willing at 
preſent even to paſs this too. ] ask only (which cannot 
be Juſtly denied ) a due Attention to what is ſaid in 
Scripture, and an impartial and unbyaſgd conſideration 
of the excellency and reaſonableneſs of what it pong : 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 
for then, 1am ſure, that the Do#rine of Chriſtianity will 
appear divine, and trne, and worthy of all acceptation : 
for it ſhines with Evidence, as the Light which Proves 
and manifeſts it /elf to every one that is not blind, If our 
Goſpel ( faith St. Paul ) be bid, it is hid to them that are 
bft, &c. The fineſt Picture doth not-look well, if it be 
nor ſet in a proper Light. Nor doth the Goſpel appear 
reaſonable, when it is not duly repreſented. Al] the 
Cavils and ObjeCtions, that are made againſt it, proceed 
from a wrong view of it; repreſent it fairly, and there 
is nothing more agreeable : Its Imperfeions are Beau- 
ties and admirable Contrivances: its Fooliſhneſs is the 
higheſt Wiſdom: its ſeeming Abſardities and Contra- 
ditions, upon Examination, are moſt rational and per- 
fe&tly conſiſtent: its Faith is Conviftion and Demoen- 
ſtration. In a word, it is every way faithſul and rrae, 
and worthy to be received by the wiſeſt and moſt perfeCt 


Men, as I hope to make appear by theſe Eſſays, and- 


what are to follow hereafter, which I deſire may be read 
with Attention and Candour, and according to' the 


Method in which it is written. For Divine Truths'afre ' 


in this like the Propoſitions of Exchd : There is a 
dependency amongſt them, the firſt muſt be received 
before the reſt can. be -admitted. But tho' what is 


Prior in order of Nature ought to be firſt conſidered, 


yet it is certain, that the ſame is not ſo fully comprehen- 
ded, as when what follows is known and underſtood. 
Thus the Exiſtence of a Diety is to be proved before a 
Providence,and yet the Proofs of a Providence, and ſuch 
a view of it, 'as we may have by Reaſon and Revelation, 
doth not only mightily confirm us in the Belief of a God, 
but alſo very much enlarge our Idea of him : That which 
may be known by Nature and Reaſon, ſhould be pro- 
poſed before the Diſcoveries of Revelation; and yet the 
Eight of Revelation doth give clearer Convictions of the 
former, and doth render intelligible, what before could 
7bt indeed be denied ; but yet was not well underſtood. 
Nature and Reaſon may be compared to the — 
O 
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ofthe Morning, which is not to bedeſpiſed : but the 
jcoverics of the Scripture, reſemble the Light of the 
when it is mounted the Borizon,” which is full and 
ſofficient for all that is neceſſary to'our preſent” ſtate. 
- 'We ſhould have begun at that Faith which is peculiar 
to, the Goſpel, and {2 ſpared our labour in proving a 
Deity and Providence, if the preſent growth of Atheiſm 
had not made it neceflary to eſtabliſh theſe firſt. ' It is 
true, theſe Snbjects have of late been excellently well 
handled, to whigh: we might have referred z but that 
would have been to. build upon another: Man's foun- 
dation. All muſt acknowledge, that theſe SubjeQts are 
of great importance, and therefore what we offer about 
them, ought to be kindly received both by thoſe who 
donbr, and thoſe who believe; that the one may be 
confirmed, and the other ſatisfied, in Matters that ſo 
nearly concern them. 1 would not be thought to deſpiſe 
ſome Proofs and Arguments which I have not uſed: Our 
Eſſays would have run out into vaſt Volumes, if we 
had amaſſed all that might have been ſaid, and there- 
fore we have only made choice of ſuch things as either 
have leaſt been conſidered by others, or which may be 
of moſt common uſe. We do not write for the Inſtru- 
Qion.of thoſe who have been bred in Univerſities, and 
therefore have purpoſely waved what could not be un- 
derſtood without Metaphyſical Notions,and the abſtruſe 
part of Learning. 

- We have digeſted our Enquires about Faith into ehree 
Parts, of which the preſent Eſſays make the Firſt : 
And, we have been adviſed to Publiſh them ſeparately, 
to encourage the Reading of them : For tho? thoſe who 
have moſt need of Information, have alſo generally moſt 
leifure to Read ; yet it is well known that they are alſo 
leaſt willing. to undertake the Reading of what requires 
many Hours and much Attention. Bulky Books fright 
them, and they throw them by, as too great Interrup- 
tions to their Diverſions; for the moſt of their Occu- 
pations are nothing elſe.. Bur if ſuch will not be at the 
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6 Faiththe perpetual Standard of Righteouſneſs. 
pains to read a few Sheets, they bewray their Averſion 
to theſe Truths, and do in vain pretend to excuſe their 
Infidelity, by want of true ConviCtion. 

The Second Part is wholly taken up about Providence, 
which is too copious a Subjedt to be exhauſted by any; 
but without the hazard of being vain or immodeſt, - I 
may ſay , that there is at leaſt ſome things ſuggeſted, - 
which may both perſwade the belief of a Providence, 
and alſo fatisfie mens Minds in ſome meaſure about 
the Strange and Wonderful Diſpenſations of it, which, 
not being commonly handled, we have the more largely 
inſiſted on. In the Third and laſt Part, ſhall be conſidered 
that Faith which is founded upon Revelation; which alſo 
we ſhall endeayour to ſet in its true Light. Both theſe 
Parts ſhall follow very ſoon, if it pleaſe God to aſſiſt us ; 
and I heartily wiſh, that all of them may prove Uſeful” 
to the deſign propoſed, by helping to clear thoſe Truths 
which are of the greateſt Importance. | 
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Essavy I. 


Faith is, and hath been, the Perpetual Standard 
of Righteouſneſs from the beginning of the 
World, 


I, = all Authors -( whether Hiſtorians or Philoſo- © 
I phers) have their peculiar Phraſes and way of 

Speaking, ſo Faith is a word and term proper to Sacred 
Scripture, It never occurs to us in the reading of any 
of the Heathen Moraliſts, in that ſenſe in which we meet 
with it almoſt in every leaf of the Holy Bible. St. Paul 
as agreeable to the other Apoſtles, he diſcourſes often, 
and very'much of Faith; ſo, in three ſeveral Epiſtles, 
he aſſerts, that the Juſt ſhall live by Faith : and in one of 
them, he Prefaces it withan «s it rs writer, teſtifying by 
this, that it was no New Dotirine of the Goſpel but _ 
whic 


Faith the perpetual Standard of Righteouſneſs, 7 
which was taught by the Zaw and the Prophers. And 
accordingly we find the ſame very words in the Prophet 
Hubakkyk, Chap. 2. 4. whence we may conclude,: that 
this is a Scripture Maxim, of certain and perpetual Veri= 
ty, every Diſpenſation, as well the former as the 

reſent. | 
| A" IT. By the 7»ſ, is to be underſtood the Good, Holy, 

and Righteous ; in oppoſition to the Wicked and Un- 
godly. And to ve, comprehends and muſt beextended 
to, the whole traft and courſe of their Life and Con- 
verſation ; for to reſtrain it to any ſmgle, or individual 
att, which hath not an Univerſal influence upon the 
whole Man and all its Mofions, is to make the Scripture 
and Inſpirer of it ſpeak very improperly. He is not 
ſaid to live in a place, who lodgeth there a Night or 
£wo; but who has his conſtant Reſidence and Abode in it. 
Nor can he be ſaid properly to live by any Art or Sci- 
ence, who now and then perhaps diverteth himſelf with 
K ; but only he who makes it his profeſſion, aim, and 
ſtudy, who conſtantly exerciſeth it, and ſabſiſteth by it. 
So when it is ſaid that the F-ſ# live by Faith, the meaning 
is, and muſt be, that they always walk, by Faith ; they 
order and frame their whole Life and Converſation ac- 
cording to it. It is the Principle by which they are 
aCtuated, and which produceth all that they do. As 
the Soul and Spirit give Life tothe Body, excite, direct, 
and determine the Actions of the whole Man, fo Faith 
- is the Soul, Life and Spirit of a Juſt or Righteous Man, 
the firſt and great Principle of his Motions, the chief 

Rule and Director of his Aftions, that which quickens 
his Hopes, awakens his Fears, excites and curbs his 
Paſſion, and which puſheth him forward to all that is 
ſuitable to his Rank, Quality, and other Circumſtances 
in which he ſtands. In a word, to live by Faith, muſt be 
to think, ſpeak, and a by it, for Life comprehends all 
this. And he who doth thus /ive by Faith, is truly Juſt, 
Good, Holy, and Righteous. For if it be true that the 
Fuſt do live by Faith, it is alſo true that they who live by 
| B 4 Faith 


$ Faurththeperpetmal Standard of Righteouſneſs, 
Faith are FJuft; As Knowledge and Wiſdom render n 
Man tearned andwife, fo Faith makes one Fuft and Riph- 
283 : and this Righteouſneſs encreaſeth according b0 
the proportion bf our Faith ; for there are degrees of 
Faith as of Life 3 there are weaker and ſtronger, imper- 
feCt and perfedt in both. | 


WH. Now that it is not peculiar tothe ſtateofthe Go- 


ſpa for the Fuft w live by Faith, but that they did £, 


under the Law, and before it, doth farther appear from . 


what the Apoſtle writes in the Elcuemb Chaprer of the 
Epiſheto the Hebrews, where, by a long enumeration of 
particolar inftances,: he proves that all the Righteoos, 
even upto Abel, thatis, ever fmrce the Fall, did walk by 
Faith; and that Faith was the ſource and ſpring of both 
their Common, and Extraordinary A&ions. And he 
might have aſcended higher, and ſhewed, that even in 
the ſtate of Innocence, Faith was appointed the Life and 
Soul of Righteouſneſs : for that -Command which was 
given to our firſt Parents, about the Tree of Krowledge, 
in the midF# of the Garden, was to exerciſe their Fawh, 
as their Tranſpreſſion was a failure of Faith as well as 
of Obedience. Sr. Pani, im the Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
and in the firft Part of that to the Romans, purſues the 
ſame Troth againfttheBigotted Jews and JudaizingChri- 
ttans. For to convince them of their Error, in expeQting 
to be Juſtificd by the Law of Moſes, He ſhews clearly, 
that, before the Law was in being, Men were accounted 
Fuſt and Righteons before God, by reaſon of their Faith, 
and therefore that Faith was the permanent and perpe- 
tual Standard or Rule both for meaſuring Mens Righte- 
oofneſs, and for obtaining their Juſtificatioy, Becauſe 
Aoraham was en eminent Example of Faith, therefore 
he was tot only repured Righteows. but had the peculiar 
honour to be calked the Friend of God, and the Farber of 
the Faithful, in all ſacceeding Generations. And all who 
believe, and live by Faith, are ftiled the Children of 
Hbraham, and Heirs of his Honour and Privileges. Upon 
which account they are alſo named the Children of w_ 

the 
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the boy Sed, the righteous Generation, in oppoſition to 
the Sozs' of Beliad, the Wicked and Reprobate, who are 
branded with the Charatter of Unbehevers, Children of 
Unbetief,, Perſons without Fairh, as the Ortginal bears, 
which is 9197 enwdrneas. 

Much more might be ſaid on this Head, but it ſuſfi- 
ciently appears from what hath been ſaid, that accor- 
ding to the peculiar Dialeft, both of the Old and New 
Teſtament, Faith and Holineſs, Believing and tobe Juſt, or 
to live rightrouſly, are uſed indifferently, as . reciprocal 
Phraſes, which import or inferr one another. - And the 
reaſon of this Dialect is, becauſe, according to the Phi- 
toſophy of the Scripture, that which goes under the 
Name of Faith, is the firſt Principle which aCtuates a 
good or juſt Man, and that the Goodneſs or Righte- 
ouſneſs, which is acceptable to God, is only the Effects 
or Expreſſions of that Faith, which naturally and inſe- 
parably follow it as the Light doth the Sun. 

Now, before I proceed further, it is in no wiſe im- 
proper , yea, it is convenient, to repreſent here the 
Obligation which lieth upon all,, who own the Autho- 
rity of Scripture, to entertain thoſe Phraſes and Expreſſi- 
07s, with reſpe& and reverence. 

IV. They ought to eſteem them not only Sacred, but 
ExaCt and Juſt, and the fitteſt to convey true Notions 
into our Minds. A Wiſe Man can expreſs his -own 
Thoughts beſt. And ſure none can be ſuppoſed more 


- qualified to know the moſt appoſite words for expreſſing 


Truth, than the Spirit of Truth, or they who are in- 
ſpired by it. They, who recede from the Phraſes of any 
Author, do alſo generally differ from his Sentiments, 
and give others occaſion to miſtake them. For the pe- 
culiar and repeated Phraſes, which one has uſed con- 


Nantly, do give the-greateſt Light to the Diſcovery of 


his Thoughts : For if he had not perceived or fanſied 
fome Propriety in thoſe Phraſes, for repreſenting what 
he would be at, he would not have been ſo fond of 


them, nor would he ſo conſtantly have uſed them, even 
as 
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235 an exadt and. Skilful Painter, obſerveth carefully,both 
the Strokes and Mixtures, which are fitteſt to ſhadow 
out. the' Colours and Figures he would repreſent. 
But even' abſtrating from. the Divine - Authority of 
Scripture, and the peculiar Inſpiration of the Pen-men, 
it is very great Immodeſty to offer to correft and amend 
their Expreſſions z as if any now a-days could expreſs 
their Thoughts, Notions and Sentiments better, than 
they themſelves were capable to do, eſpecially on Sub- 
jets with which they were well acquainted, and which 
they knew better than other Men, by reaſon of their 
Profound Meditation, the Purity of their Minds, and 
the integrity of their Lives. Theſe very things (if di- 
vine and immediate Inſpiration will not be allowed 
them ) conld qualifie them to teach the Nature and Atts 
of a Holy Life, or true Righteouſneſs far. better than 
others. All the Heathen Philoſophers came ſhort of 
their PerfeCtion, and therefore are not ſo good Maſters 
of Morality : for oral Truths are not like Mathema- 
tical ones,to be learned by Readingand Study : The Know- 
ledge of thoſe comes beſt, nay, can only be had by 
ſerious and continued Praftice. -A good Man Unlear- 
ned, has a deeper ſenſe of Chriſtian Morality, and can 
diſcourſe more lively and reaſonably of it, than the 
greateſt Scholar, who has only the Theory. And there 
be ſome expreſſions which ſeem mean and filly to the 
laſt, which the other feels to be juſt and Emphatick ; 
as what that Man eſteems lofty and Sublime, this Man 
Undervalues ; for the one knows and throughly under- 
ſtands the Subject he ſpeaks of, which the other does 
not. To return all the Diſciples of any Sect ; reve- 
rence the Authors and Founders of them, and love to 
ſpeak 1n their Language, and according to their Dialect. 
An Ariſtotelian will huff, and grow very angry if the 
Cant of his Schools be mocked ; and the well-bred Car- 
teſian will not be much more calm and eaſfie, when the 
Terms and Principles of his Philoſophy are played upon. 
Now ought not Chriſtians to be much more tender of 
| the 
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the Divine Phraſes by which the Prophets and Apoſtles 
have uſed to ſet forth the Secret and Sublime Principles 
of that Life, which renders us acceptable to God, and 
makes ns to be reputed Righteous in his ſight ? Which 
Phraſes were neither blindly hit upon, nor affeCted to 
amuſe, but wiſely choſen as moſt proper ; becauſe both 
clear and comprehevſive. Therefore to mock Faith, and 
to turn Believing into Ridicule, to explode the Phraſe, 
and pretend to give better, is inſufferable Inſolence, and 
a bigh Afront to the Apoſtles, and Prophets, and that 

Spirit which did inſpire them. Chriſtians ought to re- 
| ſentthis : to bear with it is not Meekneſs ; but want of 
Zeal and Courage ; it is a lazy treachery, as when one 
beholds the Rights of his Country or Society invaded 
and betrayed, and yet holds his Peace. It does not be- 
come the Children of the Family to aſſume the Liberty, 
or rather licentiouſneſs of Enemies and Aliens, and if 
the Wantonneſs of their Humour prompt them to it, it 
is their Duty who have the Charge of the Family, to 
Chaſtiſe them into better Manners. 


ms 
- 


—— 


Essayv IL 
Of Faith as oppoſed to Doubting. 

I. \ \ T Hatever regard be due to Words and Phraſes, 

there is a greater due to the ſenſe and mean- 
ing of them. Men are no better than Parrots, if they 
utter Words, and do not underſtand them. Without 
penetrating into the ſenſe of Words, -we can never come 
to the knowledge of thoſe Truths which are wrapt up 
inthem ;_ and we are more or leſs concerned todo this, 
according as Theſe are of importance. Wherefore we 
are ſtri&tly obliged to enquire into the Nature of Faith 
ſeeing it is ſo much magnified in Scripture, ſeeing it 1s 


ſaid, That the 7uſt do live by it ; and, That it is _ 
this 
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this time, as it has always been, the Principle of a holy 
and ſpiritual Life. ky | 

Il. As this Enquiry is both uſeful and neceſſary, ſol 
will give my ſmall aſſiſtanceto ſuch asare pleas'd to make 
it: But in order to this, I reſolve not either to. confider 
the Definicions of others, or to give a New one of my 
own. - The common Definitions of Faith would hamper 
me tao much : If I weretied to them, I could not have 
the freedom of my deſign, which is,: to-make a-clear, 
fall, and ample Deſcription of Faith. This'is not to 
caſt a ſlight upon any of the received Definitions ; which, 
as they are placed in the copmon Catechiſms, do ſerve 
well enough to point out fome of the ſpecial and chief 
Atts of Faith, but which yet are not ſufficient to give a 
fall or clear. /dea of it. Nor will I attempt to amend 
them, or to eſtabliſh a better one ; for it is not ealie to 
make a good Definition of ſuch a very comprehenſive 
thing as Faith is : nor is ſuch a thing well underſtood by 
any Definition, as by taking'a particular and ſeparate 
view of thoſe things which it comprehends. It is but a 
very confuſed Notion of Grammar, Logick, or any other 
Science which Youth have by the Definitions which are firſt 
taught them ; they then only rightly underſtand the 
Nature and Uſe of theſe Sciences, when they have gone 
through them. 

And as 1 am not to trouble my ſelf with the common 
Definitions, (ſo neither will I intangle my ſelf , or the 
Reader,. with the ordinary Diſtinitions of Faith ; ſuch 
as Temporary Faith, an Hiſtorical Faith, a Faith of Mira- 
cles, &c. For tho? there be ſomething in Scripture which 
pives occaſion to theſe Names and Diftinftions, yet the 
conſideration of them would give little light to our En- 
quiry, for they ſuppoſe the Knowledge of Faith which 
weenquire after, and are deſigned tomark out ſome cer- 
tain degrees of Faith, rather than to inſtru the Nature 
of it, which we mainly aim at. For my purpoſe is, by 
the light and guidance of Scripture alone, to ſearch out 


this Faith, which is ſo neccſlary to entitle one to be Joſt 
an 
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and Righteous before God, and upon which account it 
muſt be that St. Paul ſaith, without Faith it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe him,Heb.xi.6. And to prevent all dangerous Error, 
' that we may not miſtake one ſort of Faith for another, 

a Faith which cannot, or doth not render Juſt, for one 
that doth, we ſhall have ſtill in our Eye this neceſſary 
Relation betwixt Faith and Righteouſneſs, © | 

11I. To proceed then, In the firſt place, I find Faith 
taken in oppoſition to Dowbting : ſo it is taken, Rom.xiv.223. 
and in ſeveral other places. And in this ſence Faith is 
much the ſame with Conſcience, and is an inward Con- 
wvittion or Perſwaſion of Mind concerning what is true 
or falſe, good and evil, lawful and unlawful. Which 
Perſwaſion or inward conviction, is the firſt Rule or 
Standard by which one's Integrity and Uprightnelſs is to 
be meaſured ; and therefore it is as neceſlary for the 
Juſt to live by this Faith, as for a Square to have four e- 
qual l:des: both Texts of Scripture, and the Nature of the 
thing requireit. The true and primitive CharaQter of 
a Juſt man is to be Conſcientious, to follow the DiQates 
of his Mind, and to order his Life and Ations accor- 
ding to what he knows and believes to be right. A Juſt 
Man muſt be Upright, and there is .no Uprightneſs if 
the outward and inward-man are not conform to one a- 
nother, if there be no Correſpondence betwixt them, if 
the Mouth contradict the Heart, andthe Life and Attions 
be diſagreeable to theinward Light and Sentiments. 

This Faith is as the Eye by which we ſeeand know how 
to order our Steps ; it is as the Light to ſhew the Way 
in which we ſhould walk, and not to follow it, or to go 
contrary to it, is great Perverſeneſs, and the Character 
of a Wicked Man. As the Spirit isthe Principle of Life, 
and Life of Motion ; ſo this Faith is the firſt Principle 
of a good Life, and Men are to be reckoned good or bad 
as they fyalk according to it: He is a bad Man who con- 
traditsit, and he is no good Man whoſe Actions do not 
flow from it. The Motions of a Puppet or Engine may 
be both Regular and Uſeful, but they cannot be reckoned 

Natural 
. 
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Natural ; becauſe they proceed not from a Principle of 
Life but from Artificial Springs. So tho? ones Attions 
be never ſo plauſible, fair or uſeful to others, yet they 
are not good ; nor is he, who doth them, Juſt, if they 
proceed from- any other principle than this Faith, that 
is, an inward Perſwaſion of their being juſt and good, 
lawful and reaſonable, for whatſoever is not of Faith (ſaith 
the Apoſtle) is ſr, Rom.xiv.23. Hence it is that weſee 
ſome in Scripture branded with the Character of ill Men, 
and others denied the Approbation of being good; whoſe 
Actions were outwardly good and commendable, becauſe 
they did-what they did, for other Reaſons, and upon 
another account, than the intrinſick goodneſs of tho 
things, or their own Perſwaſion of it. | 

IV. All the Aftions of every one are to be Approved 
or Condemned, with a regard to this Faith, and by ver- 
tueof it, things, in themſelves good and lawful, become 
evil, and what is evil loſeth a part of its malignity. 
Thus the Eating of Fleſh, which in it ſelf is a lawful and 
innocent Action, is a damnable Sin to him who has the 
leaſt doubt whether it be lawful; and what 1s clean 
turns uncleen to him who thinks it ſo, as is excellently 
diſcourſed in that fore-cited Chapter. So on the other 
hand, we find God himſelf excuſing Abimelech for taking 
Sarah into his Houſe, becauſe be did it in the integrity of 
his heart ;, that is, he was ignorant of her being another 
Man's Wife. And St. PauPs Perſecution of the Saints 
was the more pardonable, becauſe he verily thought he 
ought to do many things againſt the Name of Jeſus : 
1 was before (ſaith he) 4 blaſphemer, and a perſecutor, and 
izjurious, but I obtained mercy, becauſe 1 did it ignorantly in 
«belief ;, that is, without Faith, or the perſwaſion of 
the evil of it, 1 7m. 1.13. 

V. But then it. is to be remembred, That this Faith 
which hath ſuch influence upon our Actions, and which 
is ſo Eſſential to a Juſt Man, is not Fancy or Imagination, 
nor alight or haſty Perſwaſion. Let every man be fully per- 
ſwaded in his own mind, ſaith the Apoltle, ver. 5. and 
therefore 
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therefore our Faith and Perſwaſion ought to; be' well- 
grounded, the effe&t of ſerious Enquiry and Delibera- 
tion, that it may give true and certain Direfion, other- 
wiſe it may be ftill ſaid that we are regardleſs of Right 
and Wrong, Truth or Falſhood, Good and Evil, which 
is inconſiſtent with the CharaQer of a perfectly Juſt 
Man. A wiſe ArchiteCt doth not work at random, but 
by Plumb and Rule; but then he is firſt careful that his 
Plumb and Rule be right and exaCt; for without this, 
he cannot ſincerely intend to have his work perfet. So 
a Juſt man carefully ſtudieth both a Conformity betwixt 
his ACtions and his inward Sentiments, and betwixt theſe 
and truth, and. the ſtable Rule of Right and wrong, 
Good and Evil. To act contrary to inward Convittion 
is to offend wilfully, and the height of Wickedneſs ; but 
it is thenextdegree to it to be careleſs whether we offend 
or not, whether we do Good or Evil, which we are 
guilty of, when we are not at any pains to adjuſt our 
Perſwaſion to Truth, to know the right, or to inform 
our ſelves of what is good, lawful, and fir tobe done. 
The ſame reaſon which makes it Juſt, and our Duty to 
att according to our Knowledge, and inward Perſwaſion, 
or to do the Good we know, obligeth us to ſearch out 
_ the real Good that is, that there may be no Errour in 

our Perſwaſion, nor Crookedneſs in our Prattice z and 
then only our Thoughts can juſtifie our Attions, when, 
by Diligence and due Care, we have endeavoured. to 
make our Thoughts juſt and true, conform to the Na- 
ture of things ; for without this, we cannot be fully per- 
ſwaded in our Minds, as the Apoſtle enjoineth ; the afſu- 
rance of Faith is wanting, which is neceſlary to diſpell 
all doubts, and to eſtabliſh our goings, Happy is he 
(ſaith St. Paul) that condemneth not himſelf in that thing 
which be alloweth, Rom. xiv. 22, by which he gives us to 
underſtand, that our Heart muſt approve our Actions ; 
our Minds muſt Judge, that the ways we take are right, 
' otherwiſe we ſtand Self-condemned. Now the Judg- 
ment 1s not Juſt which is not certain, which is raſbly or 
haſtily 
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haſtily pronounced, before a ſtrict Examination, or a 
due Attention to all the Proofs and Evidences which 
can be brought for clearing the Cauſe. There is ſtill 
place for. Doubting, when neceſſary Caution and the 
proper Means have not been uſed for right and ſufli- 
cient Information. And as Doubting defileth the Man, 
and polluteth all his Actions, ſo it is uneaſie to the 
Mind : As Darkneſs, in which when one walketh; It 
maketh him Apprehenſive, full of Fears and Jealouſies, 
going forwards and backwards, to the right and left, 
without any ſteady courſe ; becauſe he has no certainty 
of his way. What is tranſlated a. Double-minded Man, 
ought to be a Doubrful Mar, one that has not the aſſu- 
ranceof Faith ; and ſuch anone (ſaith St. Fames) 5s an- 
ſtable in all bis ways, be wavereth like a wave of the Sea, 
which is driven with the wind and tofſed, Jam. i. 6, 8. 
Fleeting and Inconſtancy, change of Opinions and Pra- 
Qiices, . regarding Events and outward Advantages, is 
at leaſt a ſure Sign and Evidence that the Perſon has not 
attained to a true Faith, or full Perſwaſion of his Duty, 
of what is good, lawful, or neceſlary ; for Faith gives 
a chearful confidence, it makes one conſtant, and to be 
always the ſame; becauſe Truth and the Nature of 
things change not. 

To conclude this Matter; By Faith here we are to 
underſtand a true Knowledge of the Nature of things, 
- a clear Conviction of Truth, and a hearty full Per- 
ſwaſion of Good and Evil, Lawful and Unlawful, 
which every one ſhould endeavour after as much as 
poſſible : And alſo every one ought to live anſwera- 
bly to the meaſure which he hath attained of it. 
Who doth thus, ſo far he is to be reckoned Good 
and Juſt ; for he hath no Perverſeneſs in his temper, no 
crooked Byaſs in his Conſtitution, but ſheweth an In- \ 
tegrity of Mind without guile or hypocrifie, and a 
regular Will, which offers no Prejudice, but which ren- 
ders to every perſon and thing what is due. 


VI. Righ- 
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VI. Righteouſneſs begins here: A tendency towards 
this Faith is the firſt Symptom and Appearance, as well 
as Motion, of a Juſt and Good Life, which like the 
Natural, upon its firſt ProduQtion, may be weak and 
languid z but which, like it too, groweth if it be not 
ſtifled : and as it groweth, 10 it acquireth ſtrength 
and vigour, until it arrive at Perfeftion. The firſt 
moments of the Morning are hardly diſtinguiſhed from 
black Night; but it creepeth on inſenſibly, until the 
whole Hemiſphere be enlightened. So the Patbs of the 
juſt (faith Solomon) are as the ſhining light, which ſhineth 
more and more until the perfet# day, Prov. iv. 18, | 

Thus both the Nature and Neceſlity of Faith as op- 
poſed to Doubting, is Evident. It is the DiCtate of 
Reaſon as. well' as Religion, That every one ought to 
conſider his Ways 3 That all ought to follow that which 
ſeems Juſt and Right ; and conſequently, that all ſhould 
ſtudy to find out that which is Juſt and Right, and pro- 
per to be followed. For otherwiſe Men do not. a&t 
like Men, that is, as Creatures who are made capable 
to know what they do, and why : without This, it 
cannot appear that they either Think, or are Ingenuous ; 
and if either of theſe be wanting, there is no true Title 
to the Character of being Reaſonable or Upright. 

Now it may be expected here, that I ſhould ſhew the 
Standard of this Faith, or Neceſlary Perſuaſion, and 
the Rule to which we ſhould thus ſtrictly conform our 
Thoughts and ACtions : But theſe depend upon the 
Truths aſlerted in the following Eſays, to which 1 refer 
this Matter. 
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(18) 


Es$Sav Ill. 


Of Faith as oppoſed to Atheiſm ; 'and how a Belief 
of the Exiſtence of God, is neceſſary to determine 
_ the certain Rule of Moral Aftions. 


I. (Ds Faith is of a large extent : Firſt, it is 

oppoſed to Donbting, and ſignifies an hearty, 
inward Perſuaſion, ( as has been ſhewed.) In the Se- 
cond place, *cis oppoſed to Atheiſm, and ſo is a firm 
Belief of the Exiſtence of a Deity ; a certain, full, and 
clear Perſuaſion that God is, and a ſcale of thoſe Attri- 
butes which are neceſſarily included in the true Idea of 
God. He (faith the Apoſtle) who comerh to God, muſt 
believe that he is, and that he is a Rewarder of them who 
ailigently ſeek bim, Heb. iv. 6. 

II. The Faith, ſpcken of in the former Eſſay, obli- 
geth to enquire after this; and this we are now upon, 
enforceth the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of that ; ſuch 
is the relation betwixt them, and ſo mutually do'they 
ſupport one another. Not to Criticize Grammaticaliy 
upon the words [ Lewful, and Unlawful] which RR 
a Superiour, even Good and Evil depend much, if not 
altogether, upon the Knowledge of God, and are to be 
meaſured by a Relation to him : the Nature of theſe will 
be found to vary very much, according as the Exiſtence 
or Non-exiſtenceof a Deity is eſtabliſhed. If Man have 
no Superiour, none to reward or puniſh his Actions, then 
I ſuppoſe the Government of himſelf is Arbitrary, as the 
chuſing Employments is now thought to be ; his chief 
buſineſs is to pleaſe himſelf; and conſequently, Good 
and Evil are only to be conſidered with relation to one's 
ſelf and his preſent Intereſt ; which ſhall make as many 
different notions of Good and Evil, as there are difte- 
rent Humours, Inclinations, and Intereſts among Men. 
Good and Evil ſhall in that caſe have no certain Stan- 


al 
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dard by which to be meaſured, but ſhall beof as matable 
a Nature, as Honeſty and Diſhogeſty in a Divided Com- 
mon-wealth, where the ſame thing is both Honeſty and 
Knavery, in the Judgment of thedifferent Parties, and 
where the ſatne;Perſon ſhall be both reputed a Hero anda 
Villain. Then nd a&can {cave a guilt, and better or 
worſe, well or ill done is to be meaſured by the Event 
and Succeſs, And tho? Moral Laws cafi be ſhewed to 
have a Foundation in Nature, yet. the tranfgrefſion of 
them, for a particular Pleaſore or Conveniepcy; will be 
thought no more culpable than to level a Mountain, to 
cut the courſe of a River, to force Water to aſcend, and 
ſoch like, which feem to be equal Violences to Nature 
ſo that he who has a Liberty to do the one, may alſo 
do the other. 
. - Batt thecaſe is quite altered, if there be a God, for 
then we areno more at our own diſpoſal than Servants: 
He who made us ,has an abſolute dominion over us ; and 
all our care vught to be to pleaſe him : His Will is a Law 
and- the perpetual Standard of Good and Evil. - 

Ht. However it is certain, that, (according to Scrip= 
tare) hone are reckoned Juſt or Righteous, but ſuch as 
a& with a contmned regard to God, which ſometimes 
is expreſled by the fear of God, fometimes by walking with 
himg or before him, and having the heart perſett or apright 
wich God, When Hezekiah pleaded his Integrity, it was 
in theſe words, Remember, Lord, how 1 bave walked befort 
thee with a perfeft heave, and have done that which is good 
m# thy fight. Upon this account, Enoch, Noah, Abrabam, 
Lor, Joſeph, Joſhna, Fob, and all the other Worthies in 
Scripture are put Mto the Catalogue of the Juſt. And 
granting that there is a God, it will neceſſarily follow 
that he only is a Juſt Man, who ſets God before him, 
who makes him the end and meaſure of his Aftions, and 
the very deſign of whoſe Life is to pleaſe God : Nor 
can there be a more proper Charatter of an Unjuſt Man, 


_ thanthat by which the Wicked and Ungodly aredeſcri- 


bed in Scipture, Viz. They have nor the fear of God be- 
C2 fore 
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fore their Eyes, God is not in all theirthoughts, they are with: 
oxt: God; that is, they have no conſideration of him, nor 
regard unto him. He'is not Juſt who doth not render to 
every Man what is due. If one keep ſquare with others 
neyer ſo well, if he deal never fo fairly by them, yet 
if be, at the ſame time, be nutowardly, or undutiful to 
his Parents, he cannot properly be called: Juſt. So let 
one polleſs all that is called Vertue towards Men, yet if 
God: have not due. Acknowledgment from him, that 
Man is neither Juſt nor Righteous. Nay, as he is not a 
good and faithful Servant, who does not ſincerely intend 
his Maſter*s Honour aud Intereſt in all be doth; ſo (ac- 
cording to the Scriprure) none can claim the titles of 
Juſt and Righteons, neither in anywiſe merit, but they 
only who do all for God's ſake, and whoſe cheif Motive 
to do Good and forbear Evil is, becauſe the one is accep- 
table to God, and the other offenſive to him. 
_ IV. Wherefore thoſe Divines are much to becenſured, 
who:recommend Morality, and a good Life chiefly by 
other Topicks than theſe: for they are either ignorant 
of the Principles and Philoſophy of the Scripture, or they 
diſcard the ſame to eſtabliſh a better, and more plauſible 
Scheme of things. They who profeſs to believe the 
ivine Authority of the Scripture, ought alſo to think 
that they are incapable to correct its Principles, or to 
eſtabliſh what is more Juſt, or Wiſe : neither can they 
ſhew their. Learning. and Judgment better than by 
making it appear that they fully underſtand the Scope 
and Doctrine of the Scripture. But whatever Opinion 
they have of the Scripture, ſeeing their Profeſſion obli- 
geth them to teach it, they ought todo it candidly; that - 
is, without mixing their own Fancies and Opinions, If 
one was appointed to read a Lefture of either Ariſtote- 
lian, or Carteſian Philoſophy, he could not be ſaid to 
execute his office with ingenuity, who did not repreſent 
them purely according to their Authors, but who did 
blend them with other Principles. A righteouſneſs built 
on the Principles of Self-love, Honour, Conveniency, 
Pleaſure, 
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 < Pleaſure, and ſucliother Motives, is a Righteonſneſsbuilt 


on a Heathen Foundation, which cannot pleaſe God, no 

more than we do; think our ſelves obliged by Afts arid 

Deeds, which had no' regard to us. T1 would not be 

thought by this to exclude all reſpeR to our Private Qi” 
Perſonal Intereſt ; nor yet to diſprove a humble and mo-: 
deſt Enquiry into the reaſonableneſs or excellency ofthe 

Divine Laws : But as the ſureſt Proof, the cleareſt and: 
ſhorteſt Demonſtration of this, is drawn from the Exij- 
ſtence; Nature, Wilt and . Anthority' of God ;. Juſt as 
we beſt underſtand the Wiſdom and Reaſons of a Go- 
vernment, by conſidering what the King is, and what 

he propoſes to himſelf. So the only defign of this 'En- 

quiry ſhould be to encourage our Obedience, to render 
- it more ready and chearfol, by convincing us, that he, 

who has the Authority over us, employs it moſt for our 

Advantage, .that ſo the Servitude, which we owe by* 
Nature, may become voluntary, that we may be inca- 

pable of revolting : and tho? we could be free, -yet-we- 
may chuſe rather to be Servants forever, like that Ser- 

vant under the Law, who gave his Ear to be bored 

thorow, perferring (outof love to his Maſter) perpetual 

Bondage to his Freedom. 

I know not whether it ſhould move Indignation or 
Pity moſt, to ſee how pleaſantly Men delude themſelyes. 
with Suppolitions of Mankind ; their ſtarting up free 
without all obligationg Except toconſult their own,Plea-. 
ſure- and convenience.: - Some, who make theſe SuÞpo- 
ſitions, deny a Deity, and proceed without any Conſi- 
deration of God. Others own a Deity, but they found: 
our Obligation to him only on his- poſſeſſing Wiſdom, 
Reaſon and Knowledge in greater\ meaſure. But this 
ſtate of Nature is a Dream and meer Romance, and all 
their Suppoſitions are: wild, extravagant, againſt Rea- 
ſon and Nature, if Mabkind had another beginning, if 
we all owe our being to another ; for then we are not 
free, our Creation ſubjects us to him. * We ought in the 
firſt place to regard his Will, which'isa Law of indiſ- 
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xnGble Obligations: not by vertue only:of the reaſonas 
Planes of it, ox the:conventency is. brings with it, but by 
vertnenal the Augharity epjoining it:/11 He is an open Re- 
bel who has.ne regard to this Authority-at all, and he, 
vehe preferrs any bing to-it, or has any other thing in 
greater conſideration, has broke the firſt and greateſt 
chain. of- Juſtice 3 he is nat troly Loyal, but waits.an 
Opporruaity to revelt. The? Rewards and Puniſhments 
be propeaſed, yet. they are not intended for weakening 
the Aygbority, of the Supream Lord ;- but to preſerveit 
fram contempt,and te heighten aur regard for it. Which 
Rewards we: ought ta confider, and have always before 
us, beth that we may knaw the Nature and Importance: 
of thoſe things to. which they are annexed; and alfo, that 
by them we may-be.the more capable to ſerve and glo- 
rite. God, to whom we owe infinite Service, if it were 
1g our Power. OW. 
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| EssSAav IV. 
FS The Exiſtence of God is moſt Evident. 
I.” FF we enquire into the Nature of either Religion 


_&.. or Morality, we will find, after due conſidera- 
tion; Fax their nndation and NG; prigcipls is Faith, 
or 2. Belief that God ir, and that. we derive our Life 
and Being from him ; that he. Rules and Governs the 
World ; and that he is a Rewarder of them who diligently 
ſeek him. This. comprehends all z and all other things 
are but. Dedutions from this. Shake this,and all fall to 
the Ground ; the whole Fabrick of Religion and Mora- 
lity ſhivers -into. pieces. But- then this cannot. be 
ſhaken; It ſtands hke a Rock, immoveable not with- 
ſtanding 'all the furioys blaſts of inſolent Men in the 
ſeveral Ages of th- World; and perhaps never-any of 
Ss - - { > &* "5 « ; BY ; e 
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_ the former: made ſa. many, or ſa violent attacks at this 


_ - This Foundation: is ſurer than that' of the 
World is ſelf ; for when the Foundation of the World 
ſhall be:overturned, this ſhall ſtand: fare to all-Etervity, 
ay is _ before: the Foundation of the world it felf 
was laid. © 
H. And as it is ſure and certain, ſoit is clear and evi- 
dent. - This: is. not a Truth which lies hid, or myſte- 
rioufly wrap'd up, which requires depth of Judgment, 
vaſt Learning, afliduous Study, and great Pains to the 
digging it up : We may come at this, without; under- 
taking lang and dangerous Voyages, without the weart- 
ſame: Study of Languages, withaus turning over. many 
Volnmes, without the trouble of confulting all the' Wiſe 
and Learned, andcolleQing their Sentiments. This lies 
open to.every Man of common Senſe and Judgment, be- 
cauſe it is what every Man ſhould know, believe, and 
underſtand. The Neceſlaries of Life are common every 
where, and may be had incvery Country by areaſona- 
ble Induſtry, which is no waysuneafie. What mult be 
fetch'd from afar, with much expence and labour, doth 
rather pleaſe Fanſie, than ſerve Nature: So they are only 
Indian: Trifles far amuſing and ſuſtaining a vain Curioſity, 
which for the moſt part are returned to us by the Labo- 
rious Travels of Learned Men. And tho? they produce 
alſo things Subſtantial, to give folid Delight and Satis- 
faſtion; yet even of theſe it mult be ſaid, that they are 
not abſolutely neceſlary to give us Wiſdom and Know- 
ledpe, toeſtabliſh this Faith, which is the Ground-work 
and Faundation of all. What is neceſſary and ſufficient 
for this, is obvious and at hand, that all may be with- 


ent excuſe; for which cauſe I may apply theſe words of 


Moſes, This is not bidden from thee, neither is it far off, It 
5s mot in Heaven, that thou ſhouldſt ſay, who ſhall go for us to 
Heaven, and bring it unto #s, that we may hear it and do it. 
Neither is it beyond the Sea, that thou ſhouldft ſay, mho ſhall 
$0 over the Sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear 
* and doi ;, but this wird of Faith is yery nigh unto thee, a 
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tby Mouth, and in thy Heart, that thou mayſt do it, Deut: 
xxx. 12. That is, the Evidence of this Faith depends 
not oft the knowledge of what is tranſacted in theſe up- 
per Regions, nor on what paſleth in the remote Parts of 
the World; but the Evidence of it lies in every Man's 
own Boſom: His own Mind ( if he hearken to it) can 
make him conſcious of this Truth : That thing within 
him (whatever it be) which makes him ſenſible of other 
things, ' can convince him of this. 

- TH. Becauſel intend to ſpeak intelligibly to all, what 
the meaneſt Capacity may comprehend. - I will not run 
intothe Philoſophical Debate about i-mate /deas ; 1 will 
notienquire, whether all be born with an Idea of God, 
nor:of what force that is, to demonſtrate his Exiſtence 
but whether the Mind of Man come to the World void 
of all Notions, or prepoſleſſed with Principles, by which 
It is to examine all things afterwards : it is certain, that 
It is capable of diſcerning things when duely ſet before 
it; as the Eye is capable of diſtinguiſhing objefts 'and 
colonrs in a clear light, and-ata due diſtance. If the 
Mind cannot refuſe an aſlent to ſome things, if uponeve- 
ry repreſentation of them it owns a Convittion, and can- 
not without violence work it ſelf into a denial ; it is all 
a matter, whether this be from i:nate Principles, or the 
vatural Evidence of theſe things themſelves. And that 
thereare ſome things clearer and more evident than De- 
monſtratioz it ſelf, appears from this, that even athe- 
»atical. Demonſtration proceeds upon the ſuppoſition of 
this, and requires them as Poſtulata, ' Now the Mathe- 
maticians have only conſidered ſuch Axioms as relate to 
Lines, Figures, and. Badies : There are other. Principles 
as (elf evident as theſe 5 whence comes that the Voice of 
Natureis Uniform, and that there is a common conſent 


of Mankind : Wherefore it is no Peradax to ſay, that. | 


the Exiſtence of God, and the Principles of Morality are 
not. only as certain, but. more. evident than the Propo-. 


fuions of Euclid, becanſe the generality of Mankind have. 


always ealily (bythe very.bent of their Nature) given 
an 
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an aſſent unto them; and the greateſt Barbarity and 
Corruption conld never entirely deface them. - Some 
Mens Genius is not capable of Mathematicks, but a!l are 
capable of Morality ; and the reafon of it is ſo plain, 
that every unbyaſs*d Mind aſlents to it. 

That there are Debates about ſome Moral Principles, 
and particularly this of a Deity, is no more an Obje- 
ion againſt the Evidence thereof, than the Arguments 
of Zeno againſt the Poffibility of Motion,or the Sophiſtry 
of the Scepticks- againſt the certainty of theſe things 
which fall under our ſenſes. There are ſome things 
which a Child can diſtinguiſh as well as any of riper 
Years, and which a Country Clown may Judge of as 
well as a Philoſopher ; and conſequently common Senſe 
and Reaſon may be known from the one as well as the 
other, nay, very often better : for the one ſpeaketh what 
his -Mind naturally didtates, whereas the other being 
amuſed-with the Notions he hath read, which his Head 
always runs upon : He diſcourſeth according to thele, 
and fo perverteth his Natural Reaſon very much. - The 
moſt ſimple Perſon can ar firſt ſight diſtinguiſh Natural 

hbmgs from Artificial, and without heſitation, 'without 

aiting adeduQtion of Logical /»ferences is preſently con- 
'vinced, that both the one and the other has a cauſe, and 
did not ſpring from themſelves. None was ever ſo 
ſenſleſs as to think a Houſe was built without Hands; and 
any of common ſenſe ſeeth, that Natural Things far excel] 
thoſe of Art, being more curiouſly wrought, more admi- 
rably contrived, being more beautiful, ſerving to.more 
uſes; and in a word, every way more perfe&t. There- 
fore leave Men to the freedom of their own reaſon, they 
would as readily believe a God, as that a Houſe had a 
Builder, or a Watch an Artificer. 

IV. Some will not yield that there are, or can be real 
Atheiſts ; becauſe it implies ſuch abſurdity. Butwe fee. 
daily inſtances of Men's ſwallowing very groſs Abſurdi- 
. ties : Nay, there is hardly any abſurdity which ſome or 
other has notreceived : which ſhoyld teach the wilelt "4 
wa 
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walk with fear, and ta preſerve their reaſon carefully. 
If there be no Atheiſts, ſome take a great deal of Pains 
to no purpoſe ; for they areas much ado to. perſwade 
us that. they themſelves are, and to. bring. others to be 
Atheiſts. | 

But as I ſee no reaſon to doubt that there ave ſuch,tho' 
very much reaſon that there ſhould: be none. So. Mens 
Atheiſm | praceeds either, L/. From their Vitieusneſs; 
which firſt breeds in them a diflike of Gad, and then ca- 
ries them to diſpute his Providence, and at laſt. his Exi- 
ſtence. - Juſt as they who are embarked in fome:Deſign, 
which makes them dread the King, firſt Quarret with 
his Government, and then deny his right and title. Or, 
2dly. It ariſes fromthe Difficulties which they meet with 
in the Contemplation of his Nature and Attributes 
becauſe they cannot clear or comprehend theſe, there- 
fore they deny his Being,thinking it better to deny what 
is plain and evident, than to own their Ignorance, or the 
ſhortneſs of their Reaſon, than which nothing can be 
more unreaſonable, as we may have occaſion to ſhew af- 
terwards.. Is it reaſonable to deny plain and common 
things, becauſe there are ſome things withoutour reach ? 
Shall | put out my Eyes becauſe they fail me in ſome par- 
ticulars? becauſe they doi not reach beyond the Clouds, 


nor penetrate into the Secrets of - Nature? Difficulties - 


which are inſuperable may put a ſtop to further En- 
quiries, and make it reaſonable not to determine any 
thing poſitivelyin theſe Matters where we find them : but 
they can never make it reaſonable to deny what was 
clearly perceived before theſe occurred. | 
* Tho' the Divine Eſſence be incomprehenſible, becauſe 
infinite, and becauſe it does not fall under our ſenſe, tho 
the ways and Workings of God be unſearchable and paſt 
finding out, yet plainer and more certain Evidences can- 
not be defired of united Wiſdom and Power, than what 
we have continpally before us 3 nay, carry about with us 
In our own ſelves. . As ſoon as one caſts his Eye ſeriouſly 
vpon them, he will be convinced: He that conſiders 
- them, 


_- 


"I Lee! fin ot aA os inf ....oa .. _ 


ak 


The Exsflence of Goil is moſÞ Evident. 27 
them, will undoubtedly acknowledge them. * Therefore 
2 Third Cauſe of Atheifm is want of Confideration and 
Refletion. - Some are, Atheiſts, becauſe they do not 
think 3 their Souls are always aſkep, and they neveropen 
the Eyes of their Mind to behold, by a wiſe regard, the 
many Prodigies of Omniſcient Power, the beautiful Scenes, 
the curious and admirable contrivances of Almighty 
_ Wiſdom, with which the World is filled. They are like 
thoſe fenſual, dull, and uninquiſitive Souls, whick creep 
about the Palaces of Princes, on the account of the Meat: 
and Drink, which is to be had there in plenty. They 
mind nothing but the crambing their Bellies, and are 
altogether inſenſible of the Stately Magnificence, the Ca- 
rious Architeure, the fine Sculpture and Painting, which 
draws Strangers thither from all Parts of the World. 
He, who leads fuch a life, ſhould be ſet to graze with 
the Beaſts, for his life is not much better than theirs, 
and his Soul feems to be altogether ſenſitive. 

It is the Property of Man to think: his Dignity above 
the other Creatures lies in a power of diſcerning and un- 
derſtanding things, their Nature, Ends, and Uſes, their 
relation to each-other, their cauſe and contrivance, and 
what elſe may enlarge the Mind with Wiſdom and 
Knowledge to which he bends (when free) as naturally - 
as a Stone to the Earth. He, who does not employ his 
Thoughts theſe ways, abdicates the Dignity of his Na- 
ture; and he who thus carefully maintains it, will be 
fall of God, if I may ſo ſpeak, God will be in all his 
thoughts, for he ſhalt ſee him every where before him, 
behind him, on every ſide, and in every thing. As the 
fooliſh 7ews asked a fign of Jeſus Chriſt, when according 
to their Hypotheſes, and the Suppoſition of their Law 
and Prophets which they themſelves believed, every 
word he ſpake, and every work he did wasa Sign. So 
ſome unreaſonably demand a proof or Demonſtration 
of a Deity, whilſt they walk in the midſt of Demon- 
ſtrations, and do tread on them every ſtep. If we can- 
R2t Ns his inviſible Eſſence, yet upon the firſt opening 
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our Eyes, we diſcern unqueſtionable Effe&s' of his Efſen- 
tial Attributes: And if they do not affect us, becauſe 
they are common and ordinary, it bewrays our want of 
Judgment- and Conſideration ;; for the excellency of a 
Thing lies not in its being rare and ſingular, but'in the 
deſign, 'contrivance, and uſefulneſs. Is the Art: of a 
Watch leſs to be regarded, or doth the Memory'of the 
firſt Inventor deſerve leſs honour ; becauſe-now adays 
every body-carries one in his Pocket; and that perhaps 
lome of: no great capacity are taught to work them. 


—— 


— 


EsSayv V. 
Evidences of a Deity in Man. 


I. { __ do not much affe& us, nor are things di- 
ſtintly known by a general view of them,. we 

then ſee and underſtand them beſt, when we conſider 
each apart by it ſelf. The World is too large a Pro- 
ipect to be taken up at once; we will therefore deſcend 
to particulars, and ſhall beginat home. . Take a view but 
of the outward make and Figure of the Body of- Man 
Conſider the Variety of Parts, the Symmetry; Situation 
and Proportion, either in reſpect to the whole, -or to 
each other the firmneſs of the Feet, the ſtrength of the 
legs, the well-compacted thickneſs of the Thighs, the 
ſtatelineſs of the Trunk, the force of the Arms, the con- 
trivance and innumerable uſes of the Hand, the comeli- 
neſs and beauty. of the Face, . the majeſty of- the: Counte- 
nance, and the-ornament of the Hair. The fineft Pain- 
ters and moſt curious Statuaries think they cannot ſhew 
their Skill better, than to imitate theſe ;-and tho'the 
beſt imitationof them be very rudein Compariſon with 
the Original, yet even theſe rude Counterfeits have been 
much admired, and have procured much Honour. and 
Fame to thoſe who made them. "Now if the Coppy be _ 
| admired, 
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admired, what doth the Original deſerye ? If the Pi- 
ure or Statue ſhew Art and Skill, ſhall the Original be 
aſcribed 'to chance? Is it not more reaſonable to think 
that it is the work of ſome wiſe and excellent Hand ? 

II. Eſpecially if we penetrate into the Inward Frame 
and texture, which is altogether unimitable : none was 
ever ſo mad as to attempt-it. When the outward co- 
vering of the Skin, which alſo is admirable, being a Net 
of Nerves curiouſly interwoven, when this (I ſay) is 
laid afide, what a wonderful Contrivance appears of 
Bones, Muſcles, Arteries, Nerves, and other Veſſels, 
which both aſtoniſh the wiſeſt, and alſo afford them 
matter of curious Enquiry. Since the Beginning of the 
World all the wiſe and curious have been prying into 
the Body of Man, DiſleCting and Anatomizing the Parts 
of it. Some have fpent their whole life in conſidering 
but one particular Part; and yet after ſo many Thou- 
ſand Years, there is no perfeC&t diſcovery, either of the 
whole, or almoſt of any part. There is a terra incog- 
mta evenin this /ittle World, As there are at this day better 
Anatomiſts than whom former Ages could boaſt of: So 
the moſt Skilful do acknowledge ingenuouſly, that they 
diſcern neither all the Parts of this admirable Machine, 
nor yet all the true Uſes of thoſe Parts which have been 
diſcovered. All tne Functions of the Brain and Spleen are 
not yet underſtood ; and it is but meer Conjefture what 
is ſaid of ſeveral others. Is it not then againſt common 
ſenſe to aſcribe to any thing but perfet Wiſdom, what 
is thus above the reach of the wiſeſt Men, and what puz- 
Zles them to comprehend ! 

IH. Togive further Conviction of this truth, let Life 
Motion, and Senſe be conſidered. What admirable and 
exquiſite Wiſdom doth appear in the frame and diſpoſal 
. of the Serſes !* As in a City inveſted with Enemies, and + 
in danger to be betrayed, it is neceſſary to advert to all 
the Motions of thoſe within, and to keep Watch at all 
the Ramparts, and other places proper for diſcovering the 
Advances and dangerous Approaches of the Enemy. - So 
it 
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it is neceſſary to the preſervation of the Body, that both. 


its outward and inward ſtate be perfeatly underſtood, 
that all the Motions within, and all applications without 
be felt,that it may be preſently known what are hurtful, 
and what convenient, what ſhould be cheriſhed, and what 
prevented z wherefore we ſee that the Organs of this 
Senſe of Feeling are poſted every where throughout the 
Body ; fo ithat the leaſt diſturbance within, and che 
ſlighteſt touch without, even-in the Extremities, is in- 
ſtantly perceived. : 

Taſting being deſigned for diſtinguiſhing Meats, amd 
for diſcerning what is agreeable : therefore the infſtru- 
ment of this Sexſeis the fore-part of the Tongue, which 
lies at the very Gates of the firſt entry or paſſage to the 
Stomach to ſecure againſt what is diſagreeable : For if 
the Faculty of Taſting had been placed more inwards, 
the diſgorging unſavory things would have been very 
incommodious. FF 

Becauſe 211 the ends and purpoſes of Smelting may be 
ſerved by one Orger, therefore there is no more, but 
that is curiouſly formed, and admirably-fitted to receive 
the inſenſible Particles, which evaparate from all Ma- 
terial Subſtances, whether animate or inanimate, natu- 
rall or compoſed. However the Organ of this Senſe is 
grofler in Man, than in ſome other Animals, becauſe 
they requireit far more exquiſite. For Example, If the 
Dog had not this Sez/c in a nicer meaſure than Man, he 
would not be worth keeping ; for then he could neither 
trace out his Maſter's footſteps, nor yer find out where 
the Partridge feeds, or the Hare has her Seat, which 
certainly never happened by Accident. If this be not 
Deſign, we may make Deſign and Chance all one ;for 
it is impoſlible to diſtinguiſh them. 


The two other Senſes being by far the mvſt Delightful - 


and Profitable, therefore each has ewo Organs, moſt wiſely 
ſituated, and moſt admirably contrived to anſwer the 
purpoſes of theſe two Faculties. The Fabrick and Mo- 
tion of the Eye is ſo curious, that never any yet did 

conſider. 
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conſider it without wonder and aſtoniſhment. This is 
the foundation of the Opricks, which is the moſt pleaſant 
and:curious part of Mathematicks. Upon which account, 
I muſt ſay, That if there be Mathematicians who are 
Atheiſts, they are of all others moſt inexcuſable:- For 
ſeeing Viſion, and the Fabrick and Motion of the Eye,by 
which it is performed, is according to.the ſtrifteft Rules 
of Mathematicks, and that he muſt be a Maſter of 
that Art, who can unfold the Method and Manner of 
Viſion, and explain the Reaſons of it. Is it not the 
height of Impudence ? Is it not a Violence tocommon 
Senſe ? 1s it not to contradict and bafle Demonſtration 
it ſelf, either to-think or ſay that Viſion was contrived, 
or the Eye framed without Wiſdom, or that the Author 
thereof was not skilled in the Nature of Light,the Rules 
of Motion, the DoQtrine of Refraftion and RefleCtion, 
without which the Eye had been no Eye, nor Viſion ever 
effeftuated ? To ſecure this neceſſary Organ from danger, 

it is lodged in a well adapted bony Orbit ; and becauſe 

only a Body of a Spherical Figure can move eaſily within 

another, eſpecially when-the whole ſpace is to be filled 

up, thexefore the Eye is Spherical, which is the only Fi- 

gure capable of thoſe many Motions which are neceſſary 


. for diſcerning the varions Objects which ſurround ns ; 


and both to facilitate theſg Motions, and for performing 
them rightly, it is tied By various Muſcles, interwoven 
with many Nerves; by the means of which, it moves up 
and down and to either ſide eaſily. Theſe Muſcles are 
alſo ſo ſituated that one isa kind of a curb tothe motion 
of the other, leaſt the Eye ſhould be in hazard of being 
renverſed : Moreover, they ferve to keep the Eye fixed 
upon Objefts,as long as there is occaſion tolook at them. 
'TheEye-lids are not only for a-cover when we are aſleep; 
but alſo they ſerve to clean and clear it by their Motions, 
which could not be ſo ſafely done by the Hand. As the 
Eye giveth Life and Beauty to the Countenance, and diſ- 
covers the inward Thonghts and hidden Temper both of 
Body and Mind ; ſo nothing could have been more _ 

rably 
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rably contrived for Viſion ; being compoſed of yarious 
humours contained in different coats. The Cornea or White 
is convex, and receiveth different degrees of Convexity, 
according as the Objects are far or near : and to render 
it capable of changing its Figure thus, the humour next 
to-it is thin, liquid, and pliable, which is therefore cal- 
led Aqueous. The Pupilla or Sight doth dilate and con- 


traCt it ſelf as there is more or leſs Light. And becauſe 


various diſtances of Objects require different Poſitions of 
the Cryſtalize bumour, through which the Rays of Light 
paſs to the Rerina where' they form the Image of the 
external Obje(t: For Rays from a nearer Obje& unite 
at a greater diſtance than thoſe which come from an 
Object more remote ; therefore the Cryſtalline humour is 
prelſed upon the Retina, by what Anatomiſts call Zi- 
gamentum Ciliare, and yet it is kept by the Yitrious humour 
at ſuch a duediſtance as is neceſſary for uniting the Rays 
exaQtly upon it. And that the Image of the Obje&, which 
is formed upon the Retina, may not be diſordered by a 
Reflexion of the Rays which paſs through it, therefore 
the Choroides or coat which ſurrounds it, is tinCtured 
black, which doth refle& fewer Rays than agy other 
Colour, and is therefore fitteſt to preſerve the diſtin 


Viſion of external Objefts. The Retina, upon which . 


the Image of all external Objegs is formed, is not above 
aninchand a half; and yet witffout Calculation-or con- 
ſulting Experience, or Arithmetical Tables of Propor- 
tion, we are made to perceive 2ll Objes diſtinftlyin 
their juſt and real Proportions and at their true Di- 
ſtances, which is a moſt wonderful Contrivance, alto- 
gether impoſſible without infinite Power and Wiſdom, 
as both this and ſome other particulars of Vifion are in» 
explicable by humane Reaſon. 

Nor isthe Ear leſs curious than the Eye: Some offer to 
prove it more Artificial; but, Compariſons here (as in 
other things) are to no-purpoſe. Certainly, there are 
as many (if not more) diſtinct Parts in the Fabrick of 
the Ear than Eye. But it not being my deſign to give an 

Anato- 
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Anatomical Diſcourſe, I will not offer to diſſe&t it; No- 
tice of all extertial Sound is given by a delicate Membrexe, 
which is guarded by a vi/cous Subſtene, leſt rude, and 
violent Percuſſions ſhould break it. - There are wonder- 
ful Cavities for receiving:the impreſſions and- beatings. 
upon this Membrane, for reverberating them, for modi- 
fying and diſtinguiſhing them, that they may-be. clearly: 
underſtood. All. which can be aſcribed to nothing; leſs 
than infinite Wiſdom,. which contrived the Eye,;to'give 
us the moſt delightful Proſpect af the moſt pleaſant Scenes. 
of the Divine Opera; and which formed the-Ear to-en-, 
tertain vs with the ſweet Notes which the moſt ' Melo- 
dious feathered Chorus Sing to the Praiſes of their Crea-. 
tor, and eſpecially that by theſe means our Souls, - tho? 
ſtriftly chained to,. and cloſely detained in the Body, 
may be capable of communicating their Thovghts to 
one another. pogo? 
IV; Which leads me to the internal and intelleuel Facul- . 
ries 3. the vaſt Capacity of the Mind, the quick and-lively 
force of the Imagination, the incomprehenſible':Store- 
houſe of the Memory, where Myriads of things are laid. 
up- without. any:-Confuſion, but ranged in that.-good 
order, as a very Thought can produce them in a.Mo-. 
ment.; Without this wonderfull faculty of Memory, 
Reaſon and Underſtanding would ſerve to little purpoſe. 
But this is a large Subject, I dare not attempt, leſt I be 
carried too far, or ſhauld utter things not ſo obvious, or 
which might occaſion debate. I only mark theexcellen-. 
cy and uſefulneſs of theſe Faculties, which everyone can 
underſtand, It is by. the means.of theſe that we think, 
reaſon, diſcourſe,. arrive at Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
by comparing things together, conſidering their Mutu- 
al Relations, by Judging the preſent from what is paſt, 
by running the Effedts up to their Cauſe, and by taking 
meaſures, both of Natural and Moral Events and Pro- 
duCtions, from the Nature and Conjunction of Cauſes: 
By all which method and manner of reaſoning, we con- 
ſtantly find that every thing muſt have a Cauſe, for nothing 
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caw prodiite nothing 7 'not can any thing give to another , 


theperfeftion which it ſelf wants. Motion muſt have a' 
Mover: Life 'muſt proceed from ſomething that Lives, 
and Art'and: Cortrivancefrom one or other that under- 
ſtands the'ſame 4” ahd;ponſequently The whole Syſtem of 
ony Reiſon-imult d& overturned, the firſt Principles of 
Rivwledge rejeted; i2fid the cleareſt Perception denied, 


if v6 ho 'plieveed the Eur dlid-not bear, if be who formed the. 


Bye alla nor. fee, if he who-teachetls' an Knowledge. doth.not 
lnow;” -In a word; If the Author of oor Being be not. infi- 
nitely Wiſe- and Powerful,-to whictr alf-mankind -have 
iven their conſenty'for as the Latin Orator, and:ſome: 
others have obſerved, 'there was never'yet found any Na- 
tisv/or People who did not acknowledge a God, - 
. Terave leave to add ſome few- Thoughts more for 
evincing this. +» © C3 1 | 
V. One is taken from the wonderful Contrivance of 
rmonrifhing the Body, and ſupplying all its Parts, -- Man 
rare 4riventions/ have been. ruined, becauſe they c 
not b6-ſuſtained or repaired : When the ſecret oe 
broke; they periſhed; and what 2 tronble is it to-uphold. 
the Machines of ' Hamane contrivance, /or to. keep them 
xgoing ? But as the Author of our Beingdid foreſee that 


our Bodies where hable to decay, -and did waſte them- 


ſelves by ating ard moving z ſo-he has moſt wiſely pro- 
vided againſt that Evil; and has laid down a wonderful 
cifie Method of ſending -Recraits 'to all the Parts, far 
and'near 3 nay,even tothoſe whichare-wrap'd up inthe 
Heart" 6f 'others, without doing prejadice- to the for- 
rounding Veſſels, which is by receiving a little proper 
Fobd into the Month, from whence after chewing and 
maſtigation, it is conveyed into the Stomach, where it 
is digeſted into a liquid Subſtance, whether by heat or 
acidity, or both, or 'by the Motion of the Stomach it 
ſelf we ſhall not debate. But however it be, there-is a 
ſpeedy Diſſolution of what comes there, and a better Se- 
cretion or Separation of the different Subſtances after Diſſo- 
lation, than can be by the moſt expert Chymiſt. WAGs 

repa- 
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Preparation being made, it is inſtantly diſcharged-jnto - 
Pipes and Canals of different fizes,' and ſtrangely inter- 
ſeed, which ſupply every Part with what is neceſlary ; 
| ſo that the remote Parts are not negleted, nor the nea- 
rer ones ſooner ſupplied: all are equally provided and 
taken care of, and at the ſame inſtant refreſhed. When 
the Body is faint and feeble, ſeems to hayejgſt all its 
Spirits, and upon the point of —w_— how ſuddenly 
doth 2 little Food recover it ? how ſoon 4s its;colour 
renewed ? and how inſtantly doth it begia;to exert 
ſtrength and vigour ? ſhould this be paſſed over becauſe 
common ? ſhouldit be ſlighted becauſe ordinary ? ſhauld 
we not regard this wonderful Device, by which our Life 
is maintained from Day to Day-?-, Methinks, thoſe who 
are ſo well pleaſed with Eating-and Drinkiog,! ſhould 
thank the Contrivance. Upon this is founded ;the Cu- 
ſtom of asking a Bleſſing before Z1eat, and of givivg Thanks 
after ; and to ſay the truth, it-is not only laudable, but 
more reaſonable and neceſlargthan is commonlybeljeved. 
VI. And as the Nowriſhment of the Body doth aſeribeWiCſ- 
dom to its Author, ſo both his Wiſdom and Power doth 
appear in its Gerer at107, Whatan nnlikely beginning has 
it? how unaccountable that an - hermogezeons fluid ſhould 
be the fonndation- of ſuch an b&terogencous ſolid? Weare 
ſure itis, but how'it comes to be cannot be compreben- 
ded. The manner of this production is as much hid 
from our Underſtanding, as the place from: our Byes. 
The wiſeſt Philoſophers are but Children here; their 
Principles of Mechaniſm can give nolight to this Aﬀair ; 
all they ſay, is but a heap of fanciful and groundleſs Con- 
jetures. Nor dol believe the fole Power of what is 
called Nature ſufficient ; there muſt bethe guidance of an 
_ intelligemt Spirir, to regulate Nature, and to ſee-it per- 
form its Duty, - Asin a Watch, all the Wheels and Parts 
havea mutual dependance on each other,and do regulate 
one. another?s Motions, and cannot move without the 
Spring : nor this, unleſs it be wound upby ſome Hand : 
bo there is a miitual dependency among the Parts of _ 
D 2 Body : 
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Body : They muſt be all formed at once, and'muſt all 


perform their FanQioris together, ' otherwiſe not any of 
them can a or move. ' The Circulation of the Blood is the 


Cauſe” of "Anima! Motion, or abſolutely neceſſary to it, - 


and the means of Nouriſhment.. - The Blood cannot cir- 
culate without the XMorion of the Heart, nor the Heart 
move without Ammial Spirits: Nor ate Arimal Spirits 
formed but by the Circulation and Secretion of the Blood ; 
therefore there mnſt be ſome ſupervenient Power to in- 
Anence them all ſimul & ſeme!, to breathe Life into them, 
and” to ſet them a going, and if it be ſaid that this is 
now 'performed by the ood and Spirits of the Mother, 
which circulate in the ſets, yet the Argument holds ſtill 
againſt the formation-of the firſf Mar, without ſuper- 
nataral-Aid ; which makes out my purpoſe, and which 
is agreeable to the account we have'of Man's Creation 
in Geneſis, where it is ſaid, that God formed Man out of 
the Ground, and then breathed into his Noſtrils the breath of 
Life; that is, by his' Almighty-Power he wronght a 
Jumpiſh piece of Earth into that wonderful Machine of 
Man's Body : But the Creation and ConjunCtion of thoſe 
external and internal Parts, not being ſyfficient to give 
it Life and Motion ; he alſo afterwards inſpired this, by 
a ſecond Supernatural aftvf breathinginto him. But to 
leave Philoſophizing, and to return to our Subjet, how 
doth the vnſuitable and improbable-matter from which 
we froceed, argue the Almighty Power of him who con- 
triv'd it? And was it-poſſible, without infinite Wiſdom, 
to provide ſo wonderfully for the Nouriſhment and Safety 
of the Child during the Nine Months that it continues'in 
the Womb ? from which Priſon it is alſo delivered in a 
ſtrange manner, which merits Admiration. When all 


theſe things are conſidered, how mucltruth and force 


is in that divine Hymn of Devid, ' where he-Commemo- 
rates his Generation and Produ(tion, and where he ſaith, 
God hath poſſeſſed my Reins, thou haſt. covered me in my Mo- 
thers Womb. 1 will praſe thee, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; Marvellous are thy Works, and _—_ 

Soul 
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Soul knowerh right well., My Subſtance was not hid ſrom'thee 
when / was made tn ſecret, and curiouſly wrought in the loweſt 
parts of the Earth. Thine eyes did ſee my ſubſtance yet being 
smper felt, and in thy Book all my Members were written which 
in continuance were faſhioned, when as yet there was none of 
tbem, Pſal. cxxxix. 13,&c. Job alſo hath ſpoken as Philo- 
ſophically, and much'more truly, than any who hath 
attempted to explain the format ion of the Ferns, and 
thatina very few words; thus, Haſt not thou poured me out 
as Milk, and curdled me like cheeſe ? Thou haſt cloathed me 
with Skin, and fenced me with Bones and Sinews. - Thou haſt 
granted me life and favour, and thy viſitation hath preſerved 
my Spirit, Job x. 10. 

VI. Once more let it be conſidered how admirably 
each Part is fitted for the uſe to which it is deſtined ; And 
as a great many perform their Motions without our con- 
currence, ſo theſe external Members, which are at the 
command of our will, do follow our thoughts quickly 
and readily, without previoyg Preparation, or ſo much 
as a Minute of time intervening. Nothing is quicker than 
a Thought, and yet as ſoon as we will it, the Tongue 
ſpeaks, the Hand afts, and the Feet walk, &c. and all 
of them again ceaſe. their Motion.-juſt as we think ir; 
ſuch a cloſe dependance there-is-of theſe Members.upon 
. our Minds or Faculty of Thinking... One cannot Play 
well or diſtin&ly vpon any Inſtrament before: he can di- 
ſtinguiſh the Strings, and untill he learn what touches 
are proper to make the different Notes. But weare noc 
taught the diſtin and proper Muſcles, Nerves, &c. by 
which our Members move: Nor do we ſo much as un- 
derſtand how they move them, and yet all is done, as if 
we had a diſtin-,and perfet Knowledge, and that too 
with the ſwiftneſs of our. Thoughts; for our Thoughts. 
and theſe Members keep pace together, if there be no 
obſtraQtion and hinderance; and if it were-not ſo, we 
ſhould be under great Diſadvantages. I could bring ſe- 
veral other Inſtances to prove, that the Struure and 


Occonomy -of the Humane Body is a moſt wonderful 
D 3 and 
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and artificial Contrivance, which can be aſcribed to no- 
thing: teſs than infigite Power and Wiſdom, and confſe- 
_ gently that it is 8 Demonſtration of a Deity. 


EsSay VI. 
Evidentes of a Deity in other Parts of the World. 


AS it is of the higheſt importanee to know whether 
'Acthere is a God, ſo we need not go far to be convin- 
ced;: for- vpon the firſt ſerions infpeQion it doth ap- 
pear that every one of us carrieth in us, and about ns, 
a 'Demonſftration of the Deity, Whenever we look upon 
our. ſclves, we ſee him ; for we read his Wiſdom 
and: Power it our Make and Frame, in our firſt Pro- 
duftion and daily Preſervation, and by both our ex- 
ternal and internal Senſes. | 

»T. But if one Evidence by not ſufficient for ſo weighty 
a Point, let us interrogate other Creatures, and they 
will'all unanimouſly anſwer the fame thing. We are 
indeed a wonderfull Work, but we are not the only 
Work of our Maker, he hath franied other Pieces be- 
ſides; which no leſs -manifeſt his great Power and un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom. Tt is evident that he who made us, 
made other things, and had both of us in his view when 
he made either. What ſhould be the uſe of an ye, if 
there was not Light? And'to what purpoſe ſhonld there 
be Zighr, ifthere was no Eye to ſee it, tior any Crefture 
todiſcern the Beanties which it diſcovers. He then, who 
formed the Eye, created the Light ; and he who ordai- 
ned Light, reſolved to liavea Creature capable of Seeing. 
We cannot live without Food ; tior cat the Earth afford 
us neceſſary Food without the warim'and kind inflaences 
of the Sun : that therefore there ſhould be a Sint to | 
render the Earth fruitful, by its beiiipn influences, covid 
not be Chance, but Contriyance, aþd this proves an in- 
rig Being,” Sr oi, 
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H. If there was but ane inftance that looked like Art 
and Deſign,we ſhould not lay much ſtreſy on't ; we might 
be tempted to. think that was only a lacky hit of. bid 
Fortune, But we have many Thouſand inſtances in the 
Heavens, in the Earth, and in-the Seas, ip both the Ve- 
getable and Animal World, where cach individual isnot 
only wonderfully contrived in reference to the Ends and 
Uſes of its particular being ; but alſo in reference. to 
one another : for ghey are admirably fitted to one ano- 
ther, and are made to ſerve other moſt wiſely : The 
Univerſal Frame is 2s a huge Machine; the vaſt Globes 
above and thisin which we dwell, are as ſo many Wheels 
and ſuitable Parts, which the Artiſt hath moſt Skilfully 
joined, that not anly each may have its proper Motion 
eaſily, but that the particular Motion of one may be 
beneficial to another, and all of them ſerviceable to the 
general Deſign. Was it poſlible to put ſa many ſtupen- 
dons maſſes of Matter in motion-withaut Qmnipotency ? 
We may as well imagine ,that an Aut or Worm may 
caufe an Earthquake. aq what leſs than Infinite 
Wiſdom could fa adjuſt and dire their Motions, that 
no part can jolt out of its place, nor interfere with ano- 
ther. A Fleet of 5oo Sail can; hardly keep together 
without- falling foul on each other :. and behold thoſe 
innumerable and prodigious Globes move continually 
in their immenſe ſpace, without rubbing, though they 
naturally grayitate towards one another, which ſhews 
that they are ſteered by a moſt dexterous Pilot. What 
Fob faith of the Earth, is applicable to all the reſt, 
viz, That it is hanged upon Nothing, They have no 
Natural or Mechanical Support, but are only ſuſtained 
by the Almighty Word of Gqd:': For they move in an 
empty ſpace, and therefore nothing but his Word keeps 
them from tumbling vpon one another. Neither -is 
there any other cauſe of their conſtant and regular Mo- 
tions for ſerving and promoting their appointed Ends. 
He appointed she -Moons for ſeaſons, and therefore it ſill 
keeps that courſe which. ſhews different phaſes or ap- 
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pearances to the ſeveral Parts of the World. He ors 
dained this to'rale the Night, tobe a Lamp for direQting 
the Inhabitants' of the Earth, when' the Sun. is gone 
down ; and it never fails to ſhine in its due time. ' Bus 
nothing can be- a greater Demonſtration . of - Infinite 
Wiſdom, than the Courſe of the Sun. The Argument 
is of equal force, if the Sun be ſuppoſed fix*d, and the 
Earth to move abont it. But to ſpeak to vulgar ap- 
pearance : If the Sun ſtood always ſtill, or was either 
nearer or farther off, or did move by any other than 
the preſent Annual and Diurnal Motion, What Inconve- 
niencies would follow ? Then the Earth ſhould be all a 
Frigid Zone, or burnt up at once according to the Fa- 
ble of” Phactonz then there would be neither Seed-time 
nor Harviſt, nor Summer nor Winter, nor thoſe changes 
of Seaſons, which are fo univerſally uſeful and com- 
fortable. How ſad and deſolate would the Earth be, if 
it wanted the Heat and Light of the Sun ? And how ab- 
ſurd is it, to ſuppoſe that ghis great Comfort of Man 
and Beaſt could be diſpenſed" ſo equally, to all Parts of 
the Earth, without the greateſt Wiſdom ? And we ſhall be 
farther confirmed, that the Sun was ſo placed and is ſtill 
ſo diſpoſed only by Infinite Wiſdom, when we conſider 
_ thatit ſervesfor the ſame uſes to the other Planets; for by 
the curious and admirable Obſervationsof Aſtronomers, 
they are found to be of the ſame nature with the Earth, 
and to have no Light or Heat but what theyrreceive from 
the Sun; for which cauſe they alſo movye round their own 
Axis and abont the Sun. Whothen can reſiſt the Wiſdom 
of the Sun's Situation ? What Impudence is it todeny ſuch 
a ſtupendous Contrivance for diſpenſing and one at the 
ſame time the neceſſary Influence of Lightitand Heat to fo 
many prodigious Globes. Wherefore,as the Pfalmiſt has 
obſerved, certainly the Heavens declare the:Glory of God, 
and the Firmament ſhewtth bis handy work. Day unto Day 
nttereth -ſpeech, aud. Night unto Night-ſheweth knowledge ; 
nor is there any Lauguage where their voice is not heard; that 
bs, though the ſeveral Nations of- the World _ 
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with different Tongues , which makes them that they 
cannot underſtand each other ; yet the Heavenly Bodies, 
by their regular-and uſeful Motions, ſpeak an Univer ſal 
Language intelligible -to-all. of common Senſe, for con- 
vincing them that.they-are: the Work and Contrivance 
of an Almighty and moſt Wiſe God. He muſt be natu- 
rally;deaf and without judgment, the faculties of his 
Mind muſt: be ſtrangely corrupted, who is not affected 
and: convired by theſe things. 

HI. Again, Let us conſider the Yeger Me -and Animal 
World as a well-govern'd Common: wealth, where the 
People are wiſely employed according to their Stations 
and Capacities, whoſe different Employments breed no 
Confuſion, . but do: preſerve the Order and Peace of the 
State, and promote its Wealth, Power, Strength and 
Glory. The Earth ſends forth Trees, Herbs, and Plants 
of all ſorts'for Fogd or Medicine, to he Neceſli- 
ties or Advantagesof humane Life ; and all theſe ſpring 
up in their proper Situation, as if planted by the Hand 
of ſome Skilful Gardner, which are ſorted into diffe- 
' rent Climates, to whet and encourage Induſtry, for en- 
gaging and ſecuring Fgood Correſpondence amongſt 
Men. Animals are deſtined to ſeveral Uſes, and are afſ- 
. ſigned to ſuch Regions as are proper to their Nature and 
theſe []ſes. - Fowls have the Air to rove in ; Fiſhes ſport 
themſelves in the Waters; and Quadruped s walk on 
firm Land ; Camels are allotted to Ar«bis, where there 
is no Water . Salvage Beaſts are ſent to Deſarts, where 


they may da leſs Harm ; and they who are mild,trafta- _ 


ble, and uſeful, are kept amongſt Men. - Such Animals as 
are. dangerous to others, or of leſs Uſe, are generally 
barren and unfruitful, whereas other Kinds do multiply 
in Abundance :: For there would be no Living in the 
World, if Lions, Tigres, Bears, Wolves, Foxes, and 
the like,.were as numerous as Sheep and Oxen. And 
the Air ſhopld ſhortly be diſpeopled of its feathered In- 
habitants,..if _ the Vulture, Eagle, and Hawk, could 
draw ont Armies like the Flocks of Crows and Pigeons, 
; ' Now 


42 Evidentes of .a Deity 
Now who impos'd theſe hard Laws upon thoſe Beaſts 
and Birds of Prey ? What Pharaoh forbad them to mul- 
tiply to the danger of the State ? Is it poſſible that the 
Terrour of. Man could have made them drown or de- 
ſtroy their Brood ? Was it by the Art of Man that Foxes, 
Wolves, &c. produce all Dogs, and almoſt but one 
Bitch at every Litter, whereas other Animals bring 
forth Males and Females equally. Can this proceed from 
any but the wiſe and potent- Author of all things? Bug 
to go on; the climbing Goats feed upon the Rocks; the 
ſimple Sheep and unweildy Oxen graze in the Valleys, 
and the frighted Deer are removed to range in the 
Woods. The fierce and undaunted Horſe is appointed 
for the Battle ; the Ox to Labour, the Sheep for Food 
and Cloathing : the Hare and Partridge for Diverſion, 
and the H and the Hawk for catching them. Thus 
there is U Deſign to be ſeen in every. Creature, 
nay, even In Inſefts and creeping Things, which we 
look upon with ſo much Contempt. The very common 
dull Worm hath its Uſe ; and leſt they ſhould be over 
numerous, the blind Mole is given to check them. But 
how uſefulis the Silk-Worm ? What a Treaſure doth it 
yield ? And how ſplendid are Men byits Labour ? What 
might be ſaid of the Bee?. Its ConduR and Induſtry are 
admirable; like an- excellent Chymiſt, it extrafts the 
mellons Juice from the Herbs and Flowers, but does not 
ſpoil their Beauty and Figure, as Chymiſts do by their 
Operations. It edmirably compoſes Wax, which ſerves 
to many Uſes, and yet conceals from Mankind both the, 
Matter and Art of that Cortpoſition'; for it not yet 
diſcovered : For they are miſtaken, who think that with 
which their Thighsareloaded is the Subſtance of Wax ; 
for this is of different -Colors, whereas the Combs at 
firſt are almoſt a pure'white : And beſides, I my ſelf 
have obſerved ſeveral Cells in the Combs , filled with 
that Matter which is upon their Thighs, but for what 
Uſe I have not yetdiſcoyer'd, except is be for hatching 
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their Eggs. 
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Iv. If any Objeft, the Locuſt and llar-z they 
may well upbraid thePrudence and Policy of a State for 
keeping Forces,which generally are made up of very rude 
and inſolent People; for theſe area Party of the Army of 
the Lord of Hoſts, which he ſends ont at his pleafure, to 
chaſtiſe the Pride, Wantonneſfs, Ingratitnde, and For- 
gerfuineſs of Man, who is the only diforderly Part of 
the Creation : He only breaks the Peace and moves Se- 
dition in this excellent and large Common-Wealth ;'and 
he does to his own Prejudice, as generally all rebellions 
and ſeditions People nſe to do: But his unruly and dif- 
orderly Behavionr is no Ground of impeaching the Wiſ- 
dom of the Almighty Head of this great Common- 
Wealth of the World, far leſs than the rebellious and 
ſeditious mms bu SubjeQs's chargeableupon the Go- 
vernment, who often times (as all Hiſtories inform us) 
run into it withont juſt Proyocation, through their own 
Wantorineſs or Ignorance, or fooliſh Fears, or theevil 
Counſel of cunning Men, whomake them mos abr + 
ſonic things,and begnile them with a Pretence of making 
other things better, which in the end turns worſe. All 
the Diſorders in this Univerſal State, which is made up 
of all Creatures, proceed from theſe very Cauſes, which 
give Diſturbance to particular humane States. If I may 
be allowed ro borrow a little Light from Revelarion, 
when I reaſon againſt Atheiſm : The Devil or Lucifer 
being prond, and full of himſelf, became difaffefted, 
and turned Male content: and to make himſelf a Party, 
he addreſſed to Man, preying upon his Weakneſs and . 
Inadvertency, whom having once deluded, he ſtill keeps 
into that rebelliofs Intereſt, by ſaggeſting evil Thoughts, 
cheriſhing ther Corruption and bad Inclinations. 

V. Sottte may ſay, That this overtorns all we have 
faid about Deſign and Contrivance, ſeeing it ſeems to 

rove a grand' Miſtake in the Maſter-piece. If the 
otld, the ſeveral Parts in it, and the ConjunCtion of 
theſe Parts be the work of infinite Wiſdow, would one 
have been made todiſturb all she reft, to V— | 
WAOIE 
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whole Contrivance? Or would the Power and Domi- 
nion. over theſe have been committed to-one altogether 
unqualified and unworthy of it, as Man ſeems to be ? Or 
mult it be ſaid, That the contriving of vegetative and 
ſenſitive things was within the Skill of this wiſe Being, 
but{that rational things, or what is of a higher Nature, 
15 above his Reach ; and therefore he miſled his Aim, 
and came ſhort of his Deſign? No, none of theſe things 
follow. The Almighty God would ſhew his Power and 
Wiſdom by creating an Infinite Variety of Beings, en- 
dued with all Degrees of PerfeCtions ; and therefore 
one who was to be free, to. be entruſted with the Go- 
vernment of himſelf, and who was to be under no other 
Force than that of Reaſon and Truth, nor to have any 
other Tyes than that of Gratitude and Intereſt, which 
he might know ſufficiently by the Exerciſe of his intelle- 
tual Faculties, and the Application of his Mind to what 
is always before him. Other things could not be left to 
themſelves ; being endued with no Senſe or Reaſon of 
their own, they are ſtil] guided by the Wiſdom of their 
Maker ; and hence it is that they never ſtep aſide, but 
always move regularly : Infinite Wiſdom appears in all 
their Motions, and from this it is that ſome Creatures 
without Senſe, and others which have no more than 
Senſe, do out-do all the works of Men: Without Un- 
derſtanding, ſome know the Rulesof Architefture, the 
Nature and Uſes of things, and the means of compaſling 
them better than Man with all his Reaſon, and after all 
his Study and- Application. Which is demonſtrable by 
various Inſtances and particularly from the Swallows 
Neſt, the Spiders Circular Web which hath. diverſe 
Diametrical. Lines or Cords paſling from the Centre 
through all the Circles to that which is outmoſt, and 
the Sexangular Combs of Bees, which figure is. of all 
others the moſt capacious and ſolid and conſequently 
moſt proper. - - The Perfection of human Art is but a faint 
Imitation of what other Creatures do by that which is 
called Natural Inſtini?, which is truly the . ue” 
| 0 
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of that lofinite Wiſdom which contrived them. "Mens 
beſt Knowledge, is butexperience and Obſervation from 
the* inferionr Creatures. And as-it thus appears, that 
thoſe Creatures are under the Management oF thei Ma- 
ker, whoſe Wiſdom manifeſts it ſelf in their Motions 
and ACtings: So it is no DefeQ-in this moſt perfect 
Wiſdom, that Men do not a perfe&ly or exaftly 
right, becauſe they are left to their own Freedom, 
and the DireQtion of an imperfe&t and limited Reaſon, 
which yet was ſufficient, if they had adverted to the 
Marks and Inſtru@ions given them. © 
As by Revelation we are aſlored that Man was at 
firſt made upright, ſo there areReaſons and Prints to 
convince us of it without Revelation. And as he isen- 
dued with PerfeCtions above others in this part of the 
World, with intelle&ual Facvlties which they want, ſo 
it ſeems evident, that all thoſe other things were invent- 
ed to be ſubject Matter for thoſe intellefual Faculties to 
work upon. Pictures are not hang?d up bat to be feen, 
for they cannot talk together ; ſo neither can Plants or 
Beaſts. This World therefore would have been but as 
a waſt Houſe ;, tho' richly furniſh*d, yet it would have 
been altogether deſolate of Inhabitants, if there had 
been wanting one of Underſtanding and Judgment, and 
capable of making wiſe Refletions on what there1s int. 
Man's Life would be very miſerable if he had-not the 
Service of thoſe other Creatures,and they would be uſe- 
leſs if it were not with a, Reſpe& unto him. Either they 
were deſigned to adminiſter unto him, or he was-made 
to receive the Advantage which redounds fromithem : 
They are excellently fitted to one another; which could 
only proceed from an intelligent Being of infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Power. <__ 
' Thus there are ſo many and fo great Inſtances'of De- 
ſign and Contrivance, that no thinkingMan is able to re- 
ſiſt this Faich in God. He whodoth not admit' this Faith, 
muſt be ſtrangely ſtupid, and conſequently much to be 
pitied, or unreaſonably obſtinate, and therefore exceed- 
ing cenſurable. VI. I 
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VI. I would ask ſuch Perſons what they would be at to 
ſatisfie them ? Do they require a Sight of God ? They 
may as reaſonably ask to ſee a Voice, to touch a Tune, 
or to try the Objefts of one Senſe by another, as Colours 
by the Ear, and Odoyrs by the Eye. Will they deny 
the intelledtual Faculties of Perception, Judgment, Ra- 
tiocinatiov, Memory, &c. to be in others, becauſe they 
have no immediate Intuition of them ? Is it not ſufficient 
Demonſtration, that this, or the other Man doth poſſeſs 
theſe Faculties, when the one or the other ſheweth the 
proper Signs of them, and that the neceſſary Effes 
thereof may be perceived in his Diſcourſe and Aftions ! 
And what greater Demonſtration would any have of an 
Almighty, Intelligent Being, than prodigious and infi- 
Dite Inſtances of Wiſdom and Power, ſuch as the World 
every where preſents us with ! God's Eſlence is inviſi- 
ble'at Jeaſt tous. What Organs the Angels of Heaven 
have for beholding him, we do not know ; but be awel- 
eth in a Light which no Atan can approach unto, whom no 
Man hath ſeen, nor can ſee. But that which may be known 
of God is manifeſt, for he hath ſhen*d it ; for the Inviſible 
things of bim from the C reation of the World are clearly ſeen, 
being underſtood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
Power and God- head; ſo that they are without Excuſe, viz. 
who doubt or deny a Deity, or who are not perſwaded 
of his Eternity, Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and 
who doth not glorifie bim as ſuch. | 
VII. If God wasnot eternal, nothing could have been 
made, for there was then nothing to have produced any 
thing ;, therefore his eternal Exiſtefice is evidently pro- 
ved by the Exiſtence of other things, which do not exiſt 
neceſſarily: And there is not any thing but himſelf which 
has neceſſary Exiſtence included in its /des. And though 
the: creating of any one thing was a Demonſtration of 
his Almighty Power and Wiſdom, becauſe nothing leſs 
could produce any thing out of nothing ; yet he hath 
created innumerable things of vaſtly different Natures 
and Properties, that by this infinite Diverſity and Va- 
ricty 


who are capable'to perceive it. 


Power appears in 
the Immenſity of 
the World, to 
which - our - very 
Imagination can 


prefix no Limits. 


* The Circumfe- 
rence and Great- 
neſs of the Earth, 
withthe vaſtDeep, 
doth aſtoniſh vs 
when we- have -it 
in our view ; but 
how little doth 
this Greatneſs .ap- 
pear, when we lift 
up our Eyes to the 
Heavens, and. be- 
hold the innume- 
merable muttitude 
of thoſe ſhining 
Globes, two or 
three of which, 
vIZ&.In the Planeta- 
ry World,are:only 
leſs than theEarth; 
and ſome of them, 
not only '.many 
Thouſands, but 


Millions of times 
greater, as we are 
aflured by the Au- 
thority and Ob- 
ſervation of Ma- 
thematicians, and 
which , 


| without 
them, 
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riety of Beings, his infinite Power may be viſible to thoſe 


The Immenlity of his 


* By the La and ealigh Caen of the Molar 
r goes 69 Miles anil- a Tenth Part 
to a Degree, Peter 6h Priphery .or Circawaferexce 
the Earth is 24896 Males. ag 
7915S; and the whole may be rechgs'd Two Hun- 
dred Fifty Nie Tint Five Hundred and 
Eight Million, Nine Three Thouſand, Fav 
Hundyed and Froe Gubical Miles A: ew 
ay the Try ofthe Plants, tis wn bow oak i 
nearer or farther diſtant from the Sun ; and their 


rent Diameters being diſcoverable by the Tuleſcope, # 
fore Aſtronomers, by. compericg Et: bave ads 
ventured to py Larne par, real Magnit and the Pro- 
£ortion wiach they bear to one pro to this 
merhed, Chriftianus Hugenius, : zbe late Mates 
——_ gives the oo Accompt of t & = 
be ſem both in-his Book de and in 
that de Terris Cceleſtibus, lib. 1, Pri ; 
The Dia. SJawrs 37 s 
meter of. C | Jupiter II 2 
the SUN ) Mars 66 T 
is to the The Zarth > a5C 111 StoC rx 
Diame- Vents 34 1 
rer of Mercyry 163 | r. 
j or CL, 290 T 
; Tuxta Heveliums: 
Saturn 50653 12s 
Where. Papiter ' 1392 3 
fore the Mars a<45742960 ,& x 
SUN is ) The Earth 1367631 o 
ro Fen * 592704 T 
7 Abraanry 4741637 I 
Prolemens . 166 
Thchobrghe | 
Longowwort any's 
Leansbergius 
«Arg Mar.deReit a 
P:clomenut 
Copernicus , 
 Thehobrahe © 
Longoment aus 
Kepplerius 
Wendelinus + 
Ant Mar deReite 
The Magwi rudepf the Fixed Sters cannot ba conjettured,y 
but there are Demonſtrations offered to prove them —_ 
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then any of | thi Planas', ſeeing they ſhine ſo bright © | them ," "WE "may 
EP PET a Ce radely_conjehare 
Cs the Slanedey On i be: a 2 Po, nee. OY Chetr Appear- 
Prefs of the Diſtance.of the Fixed Startz and conſaquenty, AnCe at ſo vaſt a 
tho te Vinh, mph rel: 5b Diſtance : By the 
ricular Orb, muſt be Immenſe beyond all Hinghinarice wad help of Glaſſes, we 
Apprebenſun. = - RPInK.. >] oY may diſcern many 
more Stars, than what appear to the naked 'Eye. - And 
there 'be' very good -reaſon to believe, that there are 
many more which Glaſles cannot reach z*fo that Ima- 
gination it- ſelf cannot. graſp the Univerſe : And all 
our perceptive Faculties fail us, when we offer to view 
the Extenſion of it. Lo, all that we ſee, are but Parts of 
bis Ways 3: for how little a Portion is beard of bim, faith 
Job, chap. xxvi. 14. FE | 
VHI. How theſe Celeſtial Orbs are filled and furniſh- 
ed, we know not ; but we have very good Reaſon to be- 
eve, that they are not waſte and deſo- 
See Chriſtian. Jate (Places, 'ot meer aſſes of Matter to 
«pypir lag - fill up the immenſe Space of Yacuity. 
4** Hagz Co» Without doubt they are admirably re- 
micis, 1598, Pleniſh'd by this Almighty Wiſdom, as 
"+. well as this which is inhabited by us, 
where arc infinite Diverſity of Inſtances,for forming and 
enlarging in us an Idea-of the God- head, and to con- 
vince usthat his Wiſdom and Power cannot be bounded, 
In one Place Matter lies heaped in /ooſe Particles as Sand: 
which.can be eaſily ſeparated, nay, blown aſunder : In. 
another Place it is kneaded like Dough, we know not 
how, as in Clay and ſuch like Ground : Apain,; it is both 
cloſely united, and alſo hardned wonderfully, as Stone, 
of which there are divers ſorts, ſome of a bright and 
dazzling Luſtre, as the Diamond and Cryſtal ; other al- 
together Black, or of anunſpotted White, or admira- 
bly variegated with different Colours, as the ſeveral 
ſorts of Marble. Sometimes this hardned Matter is com- 
buſtible, as Coal ; ſometimes malleable, as Metal, which 
may be beat ſo thin, that a yery ſmall Quantity of _ 
co 
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could be made to cover the whole Surftice of the Earth 

as can be demonſtrated from LZef-Gold, and the ditfwy« 
ing of Gilded-Wire; for a Grain Weight or two may be 
extended to ſome Thouſand Ells of Length. Thus the 


Power of God doth wonderfully appear in the very Dif-. 


poſal of the Atomes and Particles of Brate and Lifcleſs 
Mater, which alſo ſheweth his Wiſdom no leſs; for by 
this means,Matter is madeto ſerve to many different Uſes 
3nd Purpoſes, which otherwiſe could only have ſerved 
one of a few. Convenient Houſes, ſtrong and maggifi» 
cent Buildings, could never have been eretted of Sard 
' and looſe Duſi, nor could Stone be beat out into uſeful 
Plangh-Shares and Pruning-Hooks, Swords and Knives, 
and ſuch.other Inſtruments as the Conveniency of Life 
requires. Of what Advantage ror is, we may nnder- 
ſtand by the imperfeCtion of Arts in .4nerica, before the 
Europeans carried it thither « Tho'it be commonly rec 
koned the courſeſt of Metals, yet none is more uſeful, 
and without it other things could not be ſo well mas 
naged, It would be tedious to run over the ſeveral 
Species of Brace Mart?y, but it is evident, That the wods 
derful Variety thereof renders the State and Condition 
of Mankind more convenient and. happy ; and if buta 
few of them had been wanting, they muſt. have Ja+ 
boured under great Inconveniencies: As for Inſtance, 
how inconvenient would it be for thoſe who.inhabit Ir 
land Countries, remote from the S6a, if there were not 
Rocks and Mines of Salt zzand therefore the Contri- 
vance of ſuch Variety, ſpeats out both the infinite Pow« 

er and Wiſdom of God. | 
Which doth yet more appear when we conſider Yege- 
tables, which is arter raiſed tothe Firſt Degree of Life, 
being made capable of Nouriſhment and Growth. Some 
have written ſeveral large Volnmes about the Number, 
Kinds, and Vertues of Plants, and many more might be 
written without exhauſting the Subject. There are ma- 
ny different Genders or Kind of Plants, and every one 
of- theſe in the ſame Gender differ from other as to Size, 
E Shape, 
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Shape, Figores Colour, Odour, Vertue, Duration, and 
the like; ſo that the Number of known Plants arecom- 
puted'to be Eighteen or Twenty Thouſand ;- and there 
may-be yet many- more undiſcovered. Some are almoſt 
infenſibly ſmall, others vaſtly greatz ſome proceed from 
the Seed, others by the Root z ſome bear. Seed, : others 
none at all; ſome ſend forth a Flower, others are:with- 
out itz in ſome the Flower puts out firſt; in moſt others 
it is laſt z ſome have no Odour, others either refreſh 
with their Fragrancy,. or they offend with their Stink ; 
ſome are only commendable for their Beauty and Orna- 
ment; as the Tulip, others, for their Uſe'and Vertue 
and ſome have Beauty and Vertue conjoined, as the Violet, 
the Roſe, the Lily, and the Gilly Flower. Some wither 
almoſt as ſoon as theyſpring up,others laſt a Seaſon; ſome 
' are Annual, and others perpetual ; and all theſe divers 
Kinds. have one common Nouriſhment, viz, the Rain 
and Dew from Heaven. 'What Admiration may it breed, 
to conſider that ſuch an inſipid thing as Rain-Water, is 
capable to be diſtilled into Liquors of ſo many different 
Colours, Taſts, Smells, and Vertues, as are the Juice 'of 
Plants ! And it isno leſs Matter of Admiration, that this 
ſame liquid Rain ſhould be conſolidated into ſo firm, hard, 
and ſtrong Parts, as are the Roots, Trunks, and Barks 
of Trees : For their Accretion and Growth is only from 
Rain, the Earth being only a fit Receptacle to preſerve 
it for them, as is evident from divers Experiments. Is 
not all this the wonderful Work of God, of which who 
Fw can make any doubt ? Eſpecially if the 
FM is nao inward StruCture and admirable Mecha- 
Di. Gew, * ? niſm of Plants and Vegetables be conſi- 
ry dered;for they are compoſed of different 
Parts, wiſely fitted for Nouriſhment, Growth, and Pre- 
ſervation : The Root fixethit in the Earth, ſucks in Nou- 
riſhment, and is as the Stomach in Animals, to, digeſt 
and prepare it. .. Then there are various Fibres as Veins 
toreceive the Szp, and thro' which it circulates. There 
are alſo ſome Vellels to take in Air for Reſpiration; to 

: facilitate 
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facilitate the-Circulation of the Sap. The outer and in» 
ner Bark of Trees preſerve them from the Injury of the 
external Air :'The leaves are not only for Beauty, but to 
defend the Fruit, and to Shade the Tree it ſelf from ex- 
ceffive Heat, and to gather the Dew, which returnin 
with the inward Sap, helps to nouriſh the Fruit a 
Branches. Every Vegetable has its peculiar Contrivance 
ſuited to its Nature and Uſe ; which abundantly demon- 
ſtrates that they are all the Effefts of infinite Power and 
Wiſdom: But there are ſome more remarkable Inſtances, 
which, like ſtrange Prodigies, ſeem to be planted with 
a Deſign to force-our Admiration and Acknowledgment. 
Take this ſhort Account of them, which Mr Ray hath 
given in his ingenious and pious Treatiſe of the Wiſdom 
of -God in the Creation. | - 
« Firſt, The Coco or Coker-nut-Tree, that ſupplies 
the 1ndians with almoſt whatever they ſtand in need 
of, as Bread, 'Water, Wine, Vinegar, Brandy, Milk, 
** Oyl, Honey, Sugar, Needles, Thread, Linen, Cloths, 
Cups, Spoons, Beſoms, Baskets, Paper, Maſts for 
Ships, Saifs, © ordage, Nails, Coverings, for their 
* Houſes, &c. which may be ſeen at large in the many 
** Printed Relationsof Voyages and Travels to the Eaft- 
* Jndies, but moſt faithfully in the Horewes Malabaricus, 
Publiſhed by that immortal Patron of natural Learn- 
« ing, Henry Van Rheed van Drankenſtein, who has 
*« had great Commands, and employs in the Putch 
© Colonies. | 

© Secondly, The Aloe Muricata, or Aculeata, which 
& yields the Americans every thing their Neceſlities re- 
*© quire, as Fences, Houſes, Darts, Weapons, and other 
« Arms, Shooes, Linen and Cloths, Needles and 
* Thread, Wine and Honey, beſides many Utenſils, 
«* for all which Hernancles, Garcilaſſo de la Vega and 
«. Margrave may be conſulted. - 

&* Thirdly, The Bandura Cingalenſium, called by ſome 
* Priapus Vegetabilis, at the end of whoſe Leaves hang 
«© long Sacks or Bags, containing pure limpid gee 
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of great Uſe to the Natives, when they want Rain 
for Eight or Ten Months together. ; 

& Fourthly, The Cinmmampr-Tree of Cylon, in whoſe 
Parts there is a wonderful Diverſity. .Out'of theRoot 
they get 2 ſort of Camphire, and its Oil; ont of 'the 
Bark of the Trunk the true Oil of Cinnamon ; from 
the Leaves an Oil like that of Cloves, out” of the 
Fruit a Juniper OH, with a Mixture of thoſe of Cin- 
namon and Cloves. Beſides they boil the Berries 
into a ſort of Wax, out of which they make Candles, 
Plaiſters, Unguents. Here we may take Notice of the 
Candle-Trees of the Weſt- Indies, out of whoſe Fruit 
boiled to a thick fat Conſiſtence, are made very good 
Candles, many of which have been lately diſtributed 


_ by that moſt ingenious Merchant, Mr. Charles Dubois. 


« Fifchly, The Fountain or Dropping-Trees in the 
Iſles of Teno, St. Thomas, and in Guinea, which ſerye 
the Inhabitants inſtead of Rain and freſh Springs: 

* Sixthly, and Laftly, we will only mention the Names 
of ſome 'other Vegetables, which with Eighteen or 


Twenty Thouſand more of that Kind, do manifeſt to. 


Mankind the 1lluſtrious Bounty and Providence of the 
Almighty and Omniſcient Creator towards his unde- 
ſerving Creatures, as the Cotton-Trees, the Manyoc 
or Caſlava, the Potatoe, the Jeſuits Bark-Tree, the 
Poppy, the Rhubarb, the Scammony, the Jalap, 
the Coloquintida, the China, Sarfa, the Serpentaria 
Virginia, or Snake-weed, the Niſi or Genſeg, the nu- 
merous Balſam and Gum- Trees, many of which are 
of late much illuſtrated by the great Induſtry and Skill 
of that moſt diſcerning Botaniſt, Door Leonard Pluke- 
ned, Of what great Ute all theſe, and innumerable 
other Plants are to Mankind, in the ſeveral Parts of 
Life, few or none can be ignorant. Beſides, the 
known Uſes in curing Diſeaſes, in feeding and cloath- 
ing the Poor, in building and dying, in all Mechanicks, 
there may be as many more not yet diſcovered, and 
which may be reſewyed on purpoſe to ' exerciſe the 
* Faculties, 
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< Facylties: beſtowed on Man, to-find. out what is ne- 
<« cellary. | * | 
X. But if we make one Step higher to view the Ari- 
mal Life, we ſhall fee Wiſdom and Power till more 
wonderfully diſplayed and: diverſified. What a prodi- 
gious Bulk of Life and Animal Motion is the Whale ! 
What a huge Animal Machine is that Leviathan 1 By whoſe 
Neezings a Light doth ſhine, and mboſe Eyes are like the 
Eye-lids of the Morning. | Out of whoſe Noſtrils goeth 


| Smoak as out of a Seething-pot &r Cauldron. He maketh the 


to boil like a Pot,, the Sea like a-Pot of Ointment. | He 
maketh a Path to ſhine after him, ſo that one would "think the 
Deep to be hoary. And is not the Epitome ofthe Ani- 
mal Life as aſtoniſhing which we. have in the Aire, and 
others almoſt imperceptible Creatures ! Which tho' they 
be but as ores in the Sun, nay according to the Obſer- 
vation of ſome, there are ſome Animals leſs than a Grain 
of Sand by ſeveral Millions, - yet they have Life and Mo- 
tion, and conſequently are inwardly compoſed. of Heart, 
Lungs, Veins, Arteries, and Fibres, which proves the 
wonderful Diviſcbility of Matter, and the Art of Al- 
mighty Power, which can. produce. . the fame 'Motians 

Senſe in an Arome which we fee in the bugeft Ani- 
mals. It is obſerved by ſome, That a Whale is a. Mean 
proportional between one of thoſe Animals that are ſeen 
in Pepper Water or in Semine aſculino, and the 
whole Earth ; So that a Whale bears the ſame propor- 
tion.to one of theſe Animals, or contains them as often 
as the whole Earth does the Whale. 

Again,we ſee here all imaginable Qualities diſtributed 
into Variaus Sizes, Shapes, and Figures ; and alſo, all 
or moſt of them united together into one. \Some are 
deligned to fly.in the Air, and for that end are furniſhed 
with Feathers, Wings, and very ſtrong Muſcles, by which 
meanstheyarecapable to continueand ſupport themſelves 
along time in the Air, without wearying : And becauſe 
their Feathers may be ſpoiled by Rain and Dew, and ſo 
rendered uſeleſs; therefore each Fowl has Two Pors of 
Ol, that is, 7wo Glandules upon'its Rump, which always 
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produce an'Unibuous Subſtance, for anointing the Feathers 


that they may not be wet, or receive any prejudice-from 
Rain orthe Moiſture of the Air. Others are framed to 


ſwim in'the Waters, and therefore have a peculiar Stru-* 
Qure of their Lungs and+ inward Parts, which makes: 
them require leſs Air than Terreſtrial Animals. And' 


tho*the Animals proper to one Element cannot live in 
another, for* Fiſhes brought to the open Air pant and 
die; Land-Fow]l, and the Generality of Terreſtrial 
Creatures, when they fall into the Water, cannot ſab- 
ſiſt long without Drowning. Yet to ſhewthat nothing is 
impoſſible to Almighry Wiſdom, there be ſone Fiſhes 
framed to fly above Water, and a great many Fowl to 
ſwim and dive under it. So there are Terreſtrial Qua- 
drupedes, which, without Feathers, fly in the Air, as 
Bats, which may be called Flying-Mice, and ſome Indian 


Squirrils; and there be others, whoſe Food being Fiſh and 


Water-Inſefts, they range continually in the Waters, as 
the Beaver,the Otter,the Phoca or Sea- Calf, The Water- 
Rat, and Frog all which have their Toesinterwoven with 


a thin Membrane to fit them for Swimming, and alſo are . 


farniſhed with a W1n4- Bladder to 2fford them what Air is 
neceſſary to the Circulation-of the Blood, ſo that they 
cancontinuelong in the Water without Suffocation. Now 
could all theſe different proper Structures-of Animals 
have been contrived without Wiſdom ? Could they 
have been diſtinguiſhed in ſome, and united and inter- 
mingled in others, according to the Elements for which 
they were deſigned without infinite Underſtanding ? 

Ta proceed, the Power of Seeing far is given to the 


Eagleand others, Swiftneſs to the Hare, Hound,and Roe-. 


buck ; Strength to the Ox and Bear ; Fierceneſs to the 
Lion; Cunning to the Fox ; Docility to the Dog; 
Courage and Fleetneſs to the Horſe; and the Elephant 
is made both formidable and tame, cunning and docile, 

ſtrong and fierce. 
And laſtly, there is Man to manage this and all the 
other Animals, who, tho? he be neither ſo clear fighted 
3s 


UMI 


' in other Parts of the World, 5 


as: ſome; nor” ſoi ſtrong, nor ſo- fierce,. nor ſo-ſwift.as 
6thers, -yet by his Reaſon and the. Ordinance of 'God,; 
he has Dominion over the Fowls of the Air, the Beaſts of 
the Field, and the Fiſh of the Sea, and maketh them all 
to do Homage unto him. O Lord, how manifold are thy. 
Works! In Wiſdom thou haſt made them all, the Earth 1s 
full. of thy Riches. | | __— "ae 

XI. We need not aſcend higher, nor go further to. 
fetch Proofs of a Deity, nor Inſtances of eternal and in- 
finite Wiſdom and Power. They who are ſo peeviſh 
as to quarrel what they ſee here, would not lay 
aſidethis unreaſonable Humour, tho? they were carried 
to the Regions above. And had diſcovered unto them 
all that is tranſated there : for tho' there may be 0+ 
ther Inſtances of Wiſdom and Power in theſe Upper 
Parts of the Univerſe, yet there-cannot be.greater or 
more'evident than thoſe here below. So that they who 
are not convinced by theſe things which are continually 
before them, would not be ſatisfied with any thing which 
might be produced from Remoter places. As they are 


_ hardned againſt the ordinary Works of God, ſo they 


would reſiſt obſtinately ſuch as are extraordinary, for 
they mock all of this kind which have been. Where- 
fore it is wiſely obſerv'd, That God never wrought 2 
Miracle to convince an Atheiſt ; for beſides that it is not 
reaſonable that God ſhould indulge an unreaſonably wil- 
ful,and obſtinateHumour,no Miracle can be more effectu- 
al,. orleſs liable to Exception than the regular Motion of 
thoſe prodigious Globes in the Heavens above, and the 
Multitude of ProduQtions in the Earth below,all of which 
ſhew admirable Art and Contrivance. When common 
Food ceaſed to nouriſh, Delicacies and Dainties ſeldom 
do good. If the Body be clean and ſound, common 
Food would be both ſavoury and nouriſhing. And if 
Men would lay afide their Pride, Malice, and Super- 
fluity of Naughtineſs; if they would be meek and do- 
cile, they ſhould ſoon perceive the reaſonable Force of 
what we have touched, to perſwade to a Belief of the 
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Exiſtence of: God: | And if any would have the Satiafa- 
tion of 2 fuller View of theſe. o rks of Wiſdom-and 
Power, I reſerr thein to the forementioned Treatiſe: of 
Mr." becauſe it may be eaſily had, end'ls man plank 
an PTR by the meaneſt ys 


Essav VIE 
Of the Abſurdity of Atheiſm. 


os "Here are Two forts of Demonſtrations, one is 2 
poſitive. Praof draw from certain and known 
Principles; the other ſheweth the abſurd and upre@- 
ſapable Conſequences which would neceſlarily follow, 
if what is required be not granted, which is therefore 
called Demonſtratio ex abſurdo, Mathematicians make 
uſe of both : And there be many Propoſitions in Euclid 
which are not demonſtrable but by the laſt Kind. Ei- 
ther of them makes a thing ſure; and what is capable 
of both is moſt evident ; and conſequently notbing can 
be more abſurd and unreaſonable than to deny and refaſt 
what is clearly made out. both theſe Ways. - And hence 
alſa it follows, That the Atheiſt is monſtrouſly abſti- 
nate, 2nd to the utmoſt Degree abſurd and unreaſona- 
dlez ſeeing the Exiſtence of a Deity can be ney 
te: either way. 

IL. Firf, Itis evident by what hath been delivered i in 


the former Eſlays, that there are clear ' Inſtances: of 


Wiſdom and Power in the World; and it alfo- clearly 
appears that this Wiſdom and Power are united in one, 
becauſe they pever act ſeparately, but always work to» 
gether. Power is always directed by Wiſdom, and 
what ſheweth the one ſheweth .the other, which is. 2 
ſufficient, full, and as great a Demonſtration as can rea» 


—_ be demanded, of- the Exiſtence of a wile Pow- 
er 
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er or- powerful Wiſdom, and conſequently that there is 
a Being ſypcriour. toall that we ſee, which-has as much 
Wiſdom and Power. as what we find exprelied in the 
Contrivance and Frame of the World, and in the Com- 
poſitian of the ſeveral Beings tha are in it, that is, there - 
is and muſt bean all-wiſe and Almighty God ; for by 
hin. we underſtand a Being whoſe Power and Under- 
ſtanding is infinite. Of whoſe Exiſtence' we are alſo 
further aſſured by all the Principles of Reaſon andKnow- 
ledge, and by all thoſe Methods by which we find out 
the Truth of any thing : For we are aſcertained of the 
Truth of things, either by the Confideration of their Na- 
ture and abſtrafted Idea's, or by Deductions from Prin- 
ciples which all acknowledge to be ſelf-evidene, or by 
their efte&s and Manifeſtations, or finally by Teſtimony 
and Tradition. And all theſe ſeveral Ways, it is evi- 
dent that there is ſuch a ſupreme and perfect Being as-is 
meant by Gaed. | 
If one will be determined by the ſentiments of others, 
there. is the, concurring Teſtimony of all-Nations and 
People, of both Learned and Unlearned, a few only 
excepted z which do not weaken the force'of the Ar- 
gument :. For the Inſtances of ſome Bedlamites, or ſome 
that are borg with only one Eye or one Foot, are as rea- 
ſonable ObjeQtians againſt the common Ute of Senſe, 
Reaſon, two Eyes and two Legs. But if Authorities 
belittle regarded, let the Cauſe of this general Belief of 
Mankind be enquired into, and?twill preſently appear 
that God does Exiſt. For what elſe cauld have ſug- 
geſted theſe Notions ? how. could they have dream'd. 
of ag Inviſible . Being, with ſuch -Infinite: PerfeCtions, 
if that. Being . was not, if there were not. ſome inde- 
lible Impreſſions. of a Deity. wrought into their Con+ 
ſtitotion,. or ſome undeniable Manifeſtations without 
Fear and: Superſiitian are effets of this Belick;: but could 
never precede it. Let the Speculative Man contemplate 
his Idea's, and he muſt be convinced that there is a God, 
both by his Idea and the Idea of other things: By the 
firſt, becauſe it includes neceſſary Exiſtence 3 by _ 0- 
ther, 
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ther, becauſe *Exiſtence'is not neceſſary toitheit Nature; 
If "Things which are not neceſffarily, muſt have/a Cauſe; 
and a Cauſe ſufficient for their ProduQtion ; then every 
thing in Nature proves a God ; for nothing beſides him- 


ſelf, 'Exiſts neceſlarily ; and" therefore all thoſe' things 


which fall under our Senſe or Reaſon proceeded from a 
Cauſe, that is -both Wiſe and- Powerful: for' without 
Wiſdom and+Power they couldinot be produced. And 
there being a mutual Adaptation of all Things to-one 
another, 'ir/ is evident, That what produc'd one, 'pro- 
duc'd all ; For there is but one Univerſal Cauſe which 
is Omnipotent and Infinitely Wiſe. Thus the Exiſtence 
of a Deity is demonſtrable, 'by Arguments and Methods 
of all ſorts that can be deſired, Hiſtorical, Metaphyſical, 
Natural, and Mathematical. | 

11]. Moreover, this Truth is ſo far from being ſhaken 
by the Arguments and Objections of Atheiſts, that they 
do rather confirm it. Wherefore, that we may entire- 
ly filence' them, and remove all Difficulties which any 
may entertain:in this Matter, we will conſider ſome of 
the chief of their Objeftions, without concealing or di- 
miniſhing the-Force of them. AWC 39 

Firſt, It is objefted, That an Argument, drawn from 
final Cauſes, the Ends and Uſes of things, is not concluding, 
nor of Force enough to eſt abliſh ſuch an important Truth, be- 
cauſe it bas more of Fancy than Solidity in it : The ends of 
things are but little known, and are only deviſed by a ſtrong 
Imagination. Fanciful -Mcn apprehend a 'Thoilſand things 
which have no' Foundation tn Nature, 4s cunning and i 


ſtrious Perſons can adapt and appropriate things to ſeveral 


Uſes to which they were never deſtined. It is reaſonable to 
pretend that the” ſeveral things in Nature have been particu- 
larly deſigned' for the Ends' and Uſes to which the Art 
or Neceſſities of Mankind have entployed them. And 
the like may be ſaid of moſt other things, which we only 
fancy were formed with a Reſpe& to ſuch or ſuch "an 
End, becauſe we perceive ſome Agreeableneſs betwixt them 
and it, This Argument Zucretins inſiſts 00, _ 


ſhall- 
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I ſhall ſet down according to the excellent Tranſlation of 
Mr. Creech ; | 64t' "1 


But now avoid their groſs Miſtakes, that teach” 
The Limbs were made for Work, a Uſe for each; 
The Eyes deſigr?d to ſee, the Tongue 70 talk, 

-. The Legs made ſtrong, and knit to Feet, to walk ; 
The Arms fram'd long, and firm, the Servile Hands 
To work, as Health 7equires, as Life commands : * 
And ſo of all the reſt what&er they feign, 

What®er they teach *tis Nonſenſe all, and vain. 
For proper Uſes were deſign'd for none a 
But all the Members fram'd each made his own. 


Again: 


Theſe various things Convenience did produce, 

We thought them fit, and made them for our Uſe, 
Thus theſe, . and thus our Limbs «nd Senſes toq 

Were form'd before that any Mind did know 

What Office 'twas that they were fit to ds. 

Well then, *tis fond to think that theſe began 

For proper Uſes made, beſtow'd on Man. 


IV. The Summ of this Argument is, That all things 
happened by Chance, That nothing was contrived or 
made with Deſign, and that- the pretended Ends and 
Uſes of things are arbitrarily impoſed by Men.” But this 
Argument falls to pieces, and is of no Force at all, if it 
evidently appear that the Frame of the World, and the 
Structure of particular Beings cannot -be aſcribed to 
Chance, but to Contrivance and Deſign, which muſt ne- 
ceſlarily inferr. an intelligent Being: For even the Pro- 
poſers of this do acknowledge, That ating intentio- 
nally proves Wiſdom and Underſtanding,otherwiſe they 
would: not be fo anxious to remove all Contrivancefrom 
Natural things. 
; Now, 
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Now, neither the Continuation of the, preſent State of 
things, nor their firſt Produftion can be aſcribed -to 
Chance without the groſleft Impudence. Not the firſt, 
becauſe Chance is Chance ſtill, aud not only may,but doth 
more often miſs than hit right; whereas the Motions of 
the Planets, are certain and regular ; and the ſucceſſive 
ProduCtion of Animals and Vegetables-is conſtant and 
unchahgeable, never miſcarrying, but when ſome viſible 
impediment happens. The ſeveral Species are nat con- 
founded or blended together, but every thing produceth 
its like of - the ſame kind, with all its natural Perfe- 
Qtions and Proportions. If one ſhould always throw the 
ſame Number with Two Dyes, when the Odds is more 
than one to a Million, tho? there be but Six different 
Numbers on each, we would conclude that he did it not 
by Chance but by ſome Art or Trick which ſecured it. 
How improbable then, nay, how impoſlible is it, that ſo 
__ Thouſand -admirable and regular ProduQtions 
ſhou —_—_— meerly by Chance, when cack isa greater 
Chance than one. againft many Thoufands of Millions 
without the Management of. a Wiſe Power. We con- 
dude him-a wiſe and wp Artiſt, who always hits his 
Mark, and compaſſeth his Deſign, Andis there not as 
much Reaſon, to conclude theſe many-natural Produ- 
Ctions the EffeCts of an Intelligent Being ? 

If it be replied, that all things noware continued and 
perpetuated by the'Order and. Method into which Mat- 
ter has ſettled, and into which it fell by mere Chance ;, I 
anſwer, That neither can the firſt ProduCtion of things, 
or that Order and Law by which they ace-now produced 
be aſcribed bo Chanees which was the other thing I aſ- 
ſerted. For Tuppoſing Matter to be Eternal, we muſt 
alſo-ſuppeſe ſome other thing to put it into Motion, for 
Motion is not eſſentiat to Matter: And tho? we ſhonld 
ſuppoſe, that both Matter and Motion were Eternal, 
yes we-cannot thence conclude, that blind Matter and 
undetermined Motion could ever produce any regular 
thing, without a Dire&tor, or one to ſuper-intend w 
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At'the moſt it-can be ſuppoſed onlyto occalion'a Sepu- 
ration of its Parts, and a' Secretion of the ſubtile-from 
the nm ta as we ſee done by ſome' Chytnical 
Operations; bat no Force put upon our Imagiaation can 
ever make us fanſie that it could be ſo admirably orgu- 
nized of jt ſelf, or by mere Chance ſhap*d intoſo.'many 
different independent Species of Beings, which have alſo 
Power to perpetuate their Kind, not to ſpeak now'ef 
the Faculties of thinking and reaſoning. We may with 
much more Eaſe conceive, thas a Fortuitous Jumble 
of Letters may compoſe all the Books of the' World 
which the Atheiſts have been often, and of ol twited 
with. | 

And as Reaſoning 2 prior?, we cannot admit Chance 
to be the Cauſe of things, ſo 2 poſteriori, we cannot de- 
ny Contrivance and Deſign tobe viſible in the Frame of 
the World, the Order of Beings, and the particular 
Structure of each, unleſs we do Violence to both Senſe 
and Reaſon. . Sach as refuſe to acknowledgeit, I would 
have them to declare greater Signs and Evidence of Art, 
Deſign, and Contrivance, than what is to'be ſeen in 
and: amongſt natural things. Are not all things made 
in Number, Weight, and Meaſure * Where do they per- 
ceive any Con or Diſorder ? Where do they ſee 
irregular and nnſuitable Mixtures or Compoſitions ? 
Are there diſproportionable Quantities of Matter, or 
diſagreeabte Qualities conjoined in any Subje&? Is nog 
Order, Method, juſt Proportion and Meaſure to be ob- 
ſerved every where, and in every thing? Are not all 
things ſo exaQily adapted together, and fo well fitted to 
each other, that whether we conſider Individuals, or the 
ſeveral Species, or the whole Frame together, nothing 
can be better deviſed ? What is it to aft intentionally, 
or with Deſign, but to purpoſe ſome certain end, and 
£Ocarry it on by ſuitable Means ? And therefore when 
we'ſce things ſo conveniently adapted together as to pro- 
duce certain Effe&s, and ſo well adjuſted as to prevent 
the Miſcarriage of them, have we not all Reaſon to con- 

clude, 
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clude, that there is Deſign and Contrivance there? The 
more excellent the Effetts be, and the more Artificial the 
Means, . it. ſtill proves more Wiſdom in the Author and 
Contriver, and conſequently the Author! of Natural 
things is infinitely more wiſe than Men, ' becauſe Natural 
ProduQtions.do.far exceed thoſe of Humane Art, and the 
Means. by which they are produced are much more ad- 
mirable. ; - 70). ; 
Avis great Perverſeneſs and inexcuſable Obſtinacy 
not to acknowledge a wiſe Contrivance in the Ends and 
Uſes of Natural things, or to alledge that they are all 
deviſed; by Men : For tho? we ſhould grant, that the 
Ends and Uſes to which the Wit, Art, and Induſtry of 
Man has improved many of them, were not foreſeen by 
their wiſe Author, nor thoſe things which they have 
thus-improyed, intended by him purpoſely for the grea- 
ter conveniency and advantage of Life z | yet there are 
real and viſible Ends and Uſes, and manifeſt admirable 
Contrivances in order to the ſame, which are altoge- 
ther independent upon either the Art or imagination of » 
Men. Is the Diſtinion of Animals into Male and Fe- 
male, and the Adaptation of the Female to conceive and 
nouriſh the Fetxs, both while it is inthe Womb and after 
it is brought forth,merely grounded upon Fancy? Could 
either Individuals have been miltiplied, or the Kinds 
propagated without this? And was not this an admira- 
ble Contrivance, and could it have been without Wiſ- 
dom and Underſtanding ? What Reaſon is there to 
aſcribe a Watch to Art and Contrivance more than the. 
Structure of Animals, which is compoſed of different 
Parts and Veſlels, curiouſly ſet together ? Why ſhould 
we think that Windows were deſigned to let in Light 
to the Houſe, and not the Eye purpoſely framed to ſee ? 
Why ſhould we think, Doors and Gates intended by the 
ArchiteCt for giving Entry to what we would admit in- 
to the Houſe, and ſhutting out other things, and not 
alſo conclude the Yalves of the Heart, Veins, and Ar- 
teries ſuch another Contrivance ? Is there more Art = 
tne 
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the various-ways of joining' the — 'of atiy 
Frame or-Machine, than there is in the different ng | 
of the Bones of the Body, which-makes them'move diffe- - 
rently and very uſefully ? As for Example ; The upper 
part of: the Bone of the Arm is convex, and'that i 
of the Shoulder which receives it is concave, by h 
Means we can turn our Arm round, whereas at the El- 
bow there is another Kind of Articulation, which only 
ſuffers that part of the Arm to turn upwards towards 
the Shoulder. And becauſe neither of theſe joinings were TY 
proper for the divers Motions of the Hand and' Fore= * 
Arm, therefore its Bones are joined ſo as to make it ca- 
pable of- turning round, and of moving backwards and 
forwards, up and down, and almoſt every way. The 
Teeth are the: only Bones of the Body, except thoſe of 
the Ear, which are not covered with a moſt ſenſible 
Membrane z And if they had been covered with it, we 
had been liable to continual Pain. Now this Difference 
between the Teeth and the reſt of the Bones could not 
be Chance, buta Wiſe Contrivance, I might alſo make 
out this further, by con'ideriog the different Contri- 
vance betwixt the Teeth of Men and other Animals, 
and thoſe of other Animals according to their different 
Natures and by many other .Inftances. But what hath 
been ſaid is ſufficient to- prove, That the Ends and Uſes 
of natural things are real and not fanſied by Men; that 
the Univerſal Frame and the Nature of particular things 
do evidently and demonſtrably prove a Wiſe Contri- 
vance z, and conſequently that all things are the Effefts 
of a wiſe. and intelligent Agent. And who would be 
further.cleared and perſwaded of this Matter, let them 
read the Treatiſe which -the Honoured and Worthy 
Maſter :Bayle has written of Final Cauſes. | | 
-...V. But 2dly, tis objected, That-if it be reaſonable to 
conclude the Exiſtence of a Deny, or ſome ſupreme'and in- 
telligent powerful Being from the ſeeming Order amd Contri- 
wance of ſome things, it is as reaſonable to conclude that there 
#3 no ſuch being from the manifeſt Irregularity and Uſecleſs- 


neſs 
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weſs of other things, for if there was a God, or anyWiſe Al 
cid Beg, br is pretended, all bis Works would bear 
Prints of bus Wiſdom. But we ſee mays which bave 
0 manner of Contrivance in them, which are of no Vſe, but 
rather prejudicial, and therefore we have Reaſon to believe, 
that the reſt happned by Chence and not by Deſogn. Thus 
(fay they) the Spleen is the Occaſion of much Pain and Trou- 
ble, and is of it ſelf of no Uſe, for ſeveral Animals bent 
been known to live without jt, Mountains ere irregular and 
ill contrived Heaps, which ſpoil the Surface of the Earth, and 
render it leſs beautiful, azid are very inconvenient for Travel- 
ling and Commerce, If this Terraqueons Globe had been the 
Wierk of 4 wiſe Agent, there would not have been more Wa- 
ter than dry Land, which is the only proper Habization for 
Man and Terreſtrial Animals, which are by mach preferrable 
to Fiſhes : Nor would there. have been ſo much Ground laid 
waſt which cannot be inhahited, as the Deſarts of Arabia, 
the Libyan Sands, and about the T'wo Poles, &c. 

VI. Toall this I anſwer Firſt, That tho' it ſhould be 
granted that there are many things without Contri- 
vance, and which ſhow no Deſign, yet it would be un- 
reaſonable to deny the- neceſſary Conſequences of what 
doth manifeſtly ſhow both a Contrivatce and Deſign ; 
and therefore whether there be more or fewer Inſtances 
wich do fo, it ſtill follows that there is a Wiſe, Intel- 
ligent Being, capable to produce them. 2y, We can- 
not without Raſhneſs conclude, That a thing is without 
Contrivance, becauſe we cannot find it ont, nor is inten- 
ded for any uſe, becauſe wecannot perceiveit. Our Know- 
ledge is very much limited, and it is impoſlible for us to 
comprehend z1l that God doth, and it is great Preſumpti- 
on tocondemn what wedo not underſtand. Nowile Man 
willſlight the Works of any famous Mechanick or Artift, 
tho' he doth not preſently conceive what he intended ' 
by it ; for his known Art and Skill in other things makes 
' it reaſonable to believe, that what is not. yet declared 
or underſtood was nevertheleſs well deſigned and arti- 


ficially contrived ; Even fo, ſeeing the general Frame ac 
. the 


the World doth how ſo _ Wiklom, a0 aged 
appears ſo Jes Art and Contrivance in "heh 64 
StryQure of parfeular Beings, we ought from 
conclude, that all things are wiſely and ul contrived 
for excellent Ends and purpoſes, tho' we zorang of 
many of them. 3ly, In paſling a ark, and Ju 
ment upon particular things, we ought nog to confide 
them ſeparately only, but alſo with a Re pi 

things, to which they havea Relation, an 6, on which 
they are conjoined, 

Having premiſed theſe things in general L anſwer 
next to theſe paxticular Inſtances propoſe ft, 
That tho? the Uſe of the Spleen is not yet well-known, 
nor can it be certainly determined, nevertheleſs we hare 
no Reaſon toth think is, uſeleſs, ſeeing the Structure of it 
is 25.Curious as thatot the Liver, Lnngs and other Parts: 
The Uſe and. Funtion of ſeveral other Vellels were 
not known till late,-and. after Ages may, diſcover: the 
-Uſe of this too, which certaiply was never placed, in the 
, Body without ſome ſpecial End+or Uſe z nop-mult it be 
reckoned alrogether uſeleſs, becapſe owe Animals have 
been” fourd to live: withour jt ; For ſo, and 
other Animals do kye without ſome Parts, Ez Jar bf 
a known Uſe and of a peel Contrivance z. be 
the Loſs of the Spicer dig got. iafeotly put an M5 ta 
Life, ic might hay tho It, or ooo gd Bore 
unealie, warring the Oeconomyof th 

2+; As £0 the Moyptains, they pet ack bod Gow 
uſcleſs; for rheyſerye.co colleCtt and condenſe the' Ya- 
pours which f Springs and Fountains; 

They determine the Winds jgſame mea- Set Wir neil» 
ſare:. They nouriſh divers Plants, which yy eo 
wil got grow vpgn the Valleys: They Thewy, cb. 3. 

' are proper for Metals and Minerals, and 

are {o far from ſpoiling the Beauty of the Earth, that 
they R__ it much more plcaſant, by caſting it into di- 


| ers Shapes and "I 
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© 1s. Asto the Proportion betwixtthe Sea and dryLand, 
-it is diverſly ſtated; ſome making the dry Land greater, 
others leſs. But generally they are*computed equal ; 
nay, I do acknowledge that it doth ſeem by Geographi- 
cal Tables, and the Diſcoveries of Navigation, that the 
Sea has a larger ſuperficies than the dry Ldnd. But 
however, there is as much dry Land as is neceſſary 
either for Man'or Terreſtrial Animals, nay, as much as 


''conld contain many Millions more than there are, ſo 
' that there is no Reaſon to complain of being ftriat- 


ned by want of Room. And it was neceſlary that there 
ſhould be more Sea than dry Land. ET 

That the Sea ſhould be both great and wide, becauſe 
there are in it chings creeping innumerable, both ſmall and 
great Beaſtr, The number of both Species and Indi- 
viduals of Marine Creatures does far exceed all other 
Animals. ' Beſides the Sea is the Source, both of Rain, 
and of all Rivers, ſome of which- are prodigiouſly great 
and long. Rivers are a preat- Advaiitage, the Conn- 
tries which are well wmtered by them, are preferred 
to others and much more convenient for Habitation. 
What Tnconvenience'and - Prejudice then would it have 
been-to Mankind either to have ſtop'd the Source 'of 
ſo great a benefit, or to have leſſened it ſo as that it 
could ' not give. neceſſary Supplies. - Moreover - the 
Ground requires all the Rain-whichfalleth, and if there 
Ibid. <>, s. ad been more dry Land, more Rain had 
Þ. 92, 93, been alſorequiſite: and yet there wonkd have 
- +.” been kfs thanat preſent, for the Quantity 
of Vapours which -are raiſed our noporte tothe 
Surface from whence they are raiſed as well as to the 
Heat which raiſed them. Now ſeeiffg a Surface equal- 
to the prefent dry Land, ſendeth forth but juſt ſuch a 
Quantity of Vapoursasis ſufficient for Rain and. Rivers 
thereforeifthe Surface of the Sea had been contrated;and 
that of the dry Land enlarged, there wonld haveibeen 
a great want of Water, few Contries would: have 


"ee 


_ Rivers. | 
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farther ſatisfied in; by the Book quoted in the-Margin.) 


.Inthe former Edition, *twas printed that the 'R%ir in one 


Year was five times the Quantity of 'Waterin the Sea,, which 
was. 2 great miſtake. It ſhould have beet} the Quantity 


of Vapours which ariſe from theSea in ſolongtime: I did. 
not advance this curious Obſervation of my own head, 
and at preſent I do not remember the manner how *rwas 


calculated, nor have the Book from whence 1 drew it. 
But whatever be in this, any may be' eafilyMatisfied that 


the prefent largeneſs of the Ocean was wiſely contriyed, *. 


for giving ſpacious Room to the Innumerable"Malti- 


.. tudes of Creatures which live in it; 'for"the'greater 


Conveniency of Navigation, and for aifording freſft and 
ſpeedy Supplies to .Water_ the dry Land by F Ain and 
' 4+ The Libyan Sands, * barren Deſarts of Arabia, 
&c. caſt no Reflection upon the. wiſe Contrivance of 
the Eafth, for it is not reaſonfbk” to think that all 
Parts ſtionld be alike 'good-and excellent ;* Diverſity is 
both nofeful and pleaſant : What is wanting in thefe 
barren Places is ſupplied by the Richneſs of others, 
whictare'alſo rendred* more defightful by the Contern- 
plation of ſuch frightful Deſolatentfe even 2 0 
contribute to the Beanty of a Picture, and the Brightneſs 
of the other Colours, "Beſides other Uſes which we yet 
know not, they may be defigne&alſo to make us ſenſible 
how much we owe to the Bounty of the-wiſe Author of 
all things, who hath made fo muchi of 'the Earth #ton- 
venient* Habitation for the Children of Men. © Laſtly, 
The fame may be ſaid in Reference to the Countries 
about the two Poles, which are not: very conſiderable, 
if we compare them with the reſt of the habitable 
Work: And befides,they ſhow the wiſe Contrivance of 
the Sphierojdical Figure of the Earth, and of making the 
Axis ſo muchſhorter than the Diameter of the Xquator; 
for if it had been- Otherwiſe the frigid Zones ſhould have 
been much more large, and\much leſs habitable. There 
iS 'No way to Remedy that Inconyenience of the CP 
F 2 about 
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fore Lucretius reaſoneth very well. in his Fifth Book. 
os But 


Of the ABſurdity of © Atheiſm. bg 
But grant the World Eternal, grant it knew 
No Infancy, and grant it never New, 
Why then no Wars, our Poets Songs imploy 
Beyond the Siege of Thebes, or that of Troy ? 
former Heroes fell without a Name ? 
Why not their Battles told by laſting Fame ? 
But "tis as 1 declare 3 and thoughtful Man 
Not long ago and all the World began : 
Hnd therefore Arts that lay but rude before 
Are publiſh?d now, we now Increaſe the Store. 
We perfett ell the Old ard find out more. 
Shippings i-mprov'd, we add New Oars and Wings, 
And Muſick now is found and ſpeaking __ 
Theſe Truths, this Riſe of things we lately know. 


4tbly, Tho' we may fanſie that theſe greater and per- 
manent Bodies of the Planets and Stars may have been 
Eternal, becauſe they have. laſted ſo many Thouſand. 
Years without any viſible Change, as is acknowledged 
by all, yet we cannot bring our Imagination to conceive 
the Erernity of ſucceſſive Beings poſſible, for a great 
many Contradictions and Abſurdities do follow-it. As - 
the inequality of Infinites, which the ſubtileſt Metaphy- 
ſicians as well as Vulgar Minds have. hitherto judged 
inconſiſtent. If the World has been Eternal, there 
has paſſed already an Infinite Number of Years, and 
alſo. an Infinite Number 'of Days; both which are 
dayly and yearly encreaſing. So there may be an Ad- 
dition to what is Infifiite which deſtroys the common 
Notion of the Thing: and alſo *cwill - follow from 
hence, that two Numbers may be equal and yet differ 
exceedingly ; for the number of Days are greater than 
the Number of Years, and. yet they are equal becauſe 
both Infinite. For which Reaſon the Attribute of Infi- 
aus ſeems lricompatible with all Quantity, Numerical or 


| But furtber we can eaſily conceive a Succeſſion which 
. hall never-end but continue to all Eternity. But it is 
F 3 impoſſible 
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impoſſible to conceive a chain of natural Dependencies 
without a Beginning. . To clear this, if God ſhall pleaſe 
that the World continue for ever, there is no difficulty 
in believing and'conceiving that Mankind and other Ani- 
mals may be perpetuated, even after the common Me- 
thod to all Eternity-: But that the preſent Order and 
Method of their Generation and ProduCtion was from 
all Eternity, is above the reach either of Reaſon or 
Imagination. Wherefore we muſt of Neceſſity acknow- 
ledge the Produttion of ſome one or more (from whom 
the reſt have deſcended) in a manner different from the 
preſent : And there is no account of the firſt Produttion 
of Mankind ſo reaſonable or ſo probable, not to ſay now 
certain, as that which declares the immediate Creation 
of one Man and one Woman by the Hand of God. The 
like may be ſaid of all other ſucceſſive Beings. But 
5ehly and Laſtly, Tho? We ſhould force our ſelves to 
grant the Eternity of the World and all particular Be- 
ings, yet it could not be reaſonably inferred from thence 
that there is no God; for they, who deſire this large 
Conceſſion, muſt grant to us too, which cannot poſſibly 
be denied, that there have been from all Eternity In- 
ſtances of great Power and Wiſdom, from which it ne- 
ceſlarily follows, that there is an Eternal, Wiſe, and 
Mighty Being; for Power and Wiſdom muſt proceed 
from ſomething that is wiſe and powerful. Therefore 
the Old Philoſophers, who did hold the Eternity of the 
World, did believe it a neceſſary Emanation from the 
Being of God, and thought not that it did, or conld ſub- 
{iſt without him. 

Thus Proclus the Platoniſt, and Averrhoes have main- 
tained the Eternity of the World, the one by Twenty 
and the other by Twelve Arguments, but they are for 
the moſt Part drawn from the Nature of God according 
to their -Conceptions of him. "If the Reader deſire a 
- farther Account of the Sentiments of the Ancient .Phi- 
loſophers in this Matter, I referr him to Dr. Cudworths 
Intelleft ual Syſtem, 


9. It 
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_- 9. It is 4thly, Objeted againſt the Being of a God, 


| That if it was, it would render the Being of other things imt- 
poſſible ;' for if be was, he would be infinite, and if infinite there 


could be no Room for the Exiſtenceof other things, But this Ar- 
gument proceeds upon a miſtaken Notion of the Infi- 
nite Natyre of God, as if he was ſome groſs 'Material 
Subſtance extended, whereas he is a'Spirit, that 
is,..a Subſtance altogether different from Matter or Bo- 
dy, who hath not the Properties of it ; and conſe- 
quently, we cannot. draw juſt or true Concluſions about 
him from what is obſervable in them. God's Infinity is 
not infinite Extenſion ; and tho? his Omnipreſence hath 
ſome Reſemblance to it, yet the Spirituality of his Na- 
ture makes his Ubiquity and Omnipreſence in no wiſe 
incompatible with the Exiſtence of Material Beings or 
Corporeal Subſtances : Nay, they are only ſuſtained by 
the Infinity of his Eſſence ; and therefore the Exiſtence 
of ſo many finite things, which have no Self-Sufficiency 
to exiſt of themſelves, doth evidently demonſtrate 
the Exiſtence of an Infinite Eſſence as the Cauſe and 

Upholder of them. | 
It would be tedious to conſider all the little Cavils and 
Objections of Atheiſts againſt a Deity. The moſt mate- 
rial are reducible to thoſe we have now propoſed, and 
may be refuted by the Anſwers which we have now 
given;for they proceed either from wrong Apprehenſions 
of the Nature and Attributes of God, or from Ignorance 
of the Nature and Relation of other things, or from 
an obſtinate Reſiſtance of what is de faFo evident; and 
all of them demonſtrate their Unreaſonableneſs and 
Abſurdity, which doth/;lead me to the ſecond way of 
Demonſtrating a Deity. | 
Io. Mathematicians, as was obſerved in the Beginning of 
this Eſſay, demonſtrate: many things ex abſurdo ; . that 
is, they prove that ſuchand ſuch a thing muſt be becauſe 
many abſurd and unreaſonable Conſequences - would fol- 
low if 'twas otherwiſe. And bythe ſame Method of 
regſonirg which is very juſt, the Exiſtence of a 
| F 4 Deity, 
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Deity, or firſt Supreme, Wiſe Omnipotent Cauſe may be 


demonſtrated. For, if there be no God, then it necelſa-. . 


rily log), Tingenther every thing made it ſelf, or that 
al] things came fromnothing, and that there are Effects 
which have no Cauſe ; for there is Life, Senſe, and Rea- 
ſon, without any being capable to ,produce them: And 
there are artificial Contrivances, regul ceedings, 
and wiſe Adaptation of things to En Purpoſes 
far above the Power and Capacity of any thing which is 
exiſtent. - Theſe and many ſuch things follow the Denial 
of a God, which are not only great Difficulties, but 
ſuch groſs and ſenſeleſs Abſurdities as no thinking Per- 
ſon can either ſwallow or digeſt. | 

1 bad rather believe ( ſaid the Great Lord Yerulam) 
all the Fables in the Legend, and the Talmud, and all the 
Alcoran, than that this Univerſal Frame is without a Mind, 
C Eſſay XVI. J It is common with [Atheiſts to mock 
others for believing but they are themſelves moſt guilty 
of a monſtrous Credulity : For their Belief ContradiQts 
Experierſce, the common Sentiments of Mankind, and 
all Evidence and Demonſtration. .Which Faith is wideſt 
and moſt ridiculous? that which ſays all things were of 
nothing, or that which aſſigns a ſufficient Cauſe for their 
Produftion2. that which makes Effefts ſurmount their 
_ or that which holds a Cauſe abundantly capa- 

Ef 5 2 Pf ; . 

As therefore Deformity ſheweth Shape and Propor- 


tion beautiful, ſo the Belief of a Deity appears more 


reaſonable, by the Abſurdity and Unreaſonableneſs of - 
Atheiſm, which contradifts common Senſe, overturns 
the agreed Principles of Knowkdge and Reaſon, con- 


founds Chance and Contrivance, Accident and Deſign, 
and which has its Recourſe to wild, romantick, and 
molt . precarious Hypotheſes ; for they cannot ſhun the 


owning -an Infinity, and the Exiſtence of ſomething/. 


from Eternity; and . they are forced to acknowledge 
that things are framed accordingto the Rules of Art and 


Proportion. .. Now is it ik more reaſonable to aſcribe. 


the 


LINNMI 


LIMI 
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the conſtant Obſervance of theſe Rules td an Intelligent 
Being;'than- to. Chance or no Cauſe? For there js no 
middle thing betwixt'them to be fixed gn;'either the one 


' or the other muſt take' place; Nature, which they talk 


ſo much of, is an Obſcure Word for concealing their 
Thoughts and Sentiments : If by this they mean ſome- 
thing diſtin from Aatter, which moves and direfts it, 
their Nature is God in Diſguiſe ; and if they muſt flee 
tothisfor aTational Account of the Production of things, 
why do they quarrel at the Word [| God ] which car- 
ries a. clearer /dea, and in the Senſe of which all the 


. World'is agreed, "Tho? this Natwre of /theirs be equi 


yalent, yet it is more myſterious, and therefore it 
of ſome deſigned Perverſenes, as if by the Uſe of this 
Ward and the Diſuſe of the other, ay would turn 
Peoples Thoughts from Gnd, and God from the Ho- 
_ of _—_ the LO of - ym This wo _—_ 
entlythe deſign of Spinozg, - for ſometimes he ſuppoſes 
God-and Natore the ſame, and at other times he Re- 
prefents' Nature as a Neceſſary Determined” Concatend- 
tion of things, that fo his Atheiſtical Principles may 
ſteal upon men inſcnſibly. p- | 
But" if by Natare they only underſtand certam Laws, - 
and I know not what. Ordizances, by which things muſt 
move ; is this ſufficient. to explain the firſt uttion 
of things ? It is ſtrange haw fond ſome are of Mechanical 
Explications of the Works of Infinite and Qmnipotene 
Wiſdom : they ſearch them with all earneſtneſs, and 
are daily baffled -S undertaking ; The boldeſt Pre- 
tenders are guilty fuck, Overſight: and Blunders, as 
Children and thoſe of the meaneſt; Capacity could 
hardly be ſuſpeted of, Which certainlyis a fodgwent 
from God,who makes the wiſcſt fooliſh when they do not 
ſeek: his Glory, but rather ſtudy to take from the H 


Account, 
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Accoutit'of © neirher many daily Produftions, nor yer of the firſt Pro- 
dudion of all things, by meer Natural orMechanical Cauſes. ' For: tho? 
it ſhould be true char Marrer cannor move but according to theſeLaws 
and that moving by them in proceſs ofTime, the Work couldhave been 
produced as ic is at preſent, afrer that Romantick Manner of Carteſius z 
yer there; was no Neceſlity that Matter ſhonſd move at atl, nor could 
i move of it (elf; - Matter of it ſelf is meerly paſſive, 1c is capable 
of Motion, but Motion is not efſential to'it, vtherwiſe it would be 
deſtroyed'\wheni'at reſt. Wherefore wherher they will or nor, . they. 
muſt own the Exiſtence of ſomething prior ro Matter ig ſelf, or che 
Motion of it, which Carteſius was ſenſible of, and tierefore he could 
mot build his airy and fanciful Syſtem, without - ſuppoſing rhe Exi- 
ſtence of a. Deity, - Andif he had kept his Eye upon this infinicely 
perfe(t Being, and conſidered the World of. all particular; things as , 
his Work ; if inſtead of a vain cyrious Enquiry how things ſhould. 
have been, it Matter once moved had been lefr to it 1clf, he had 
ſhewed how things are, and exphained rhe admirable Contrivance of 
them, if he -had given ys an Hiſtory of Nature, and deſcribed 
the Wiſdom of God in the Make, Order, Place, and Relation of 
particular things; I ſay, If Carteſzas had done this, as he ſeemg to 
have been'able for ir, the World would haye been more. galiges ro 
him, his Philoſophy ſhould have bee more rational and fatisfaRory.z 
more uſeful; to ochers,"and of more laſting Fame to'himſgit;; Where- 
as now by.turnirig his Thoughts from the Ends and; Uſes of things, 
and the Wiſdom of the Auchor and Contriver, he has turncd- his. - 
Back'upon the only true Light that was to have guided him ;.he has 
groped in the Dark and produced nothing butuſcleſs Conje&ures 
andthe extravagant Ravings of che Brain, which tickled Men at-firſt, 
as #]-Norelfles uſe ro do,' but which wiſe,” inquifirive, atid thinking 
Menwill, and muſt diiguſt, becauſe there watits Solidity. 

To return, Suppoſing Fre-exiſtent Wang ind Motion, and thar, 
all chings-were produc'd by the Rules of Mechaniſm, yer rhis could 
nor excuſe the-Disbclicf of aGod 3/ for it is an indubirable Argument 
that che Produttion of all things was under the "Managemenr - of 
Infinice Wiſdom, which knew all the way -and Methods, of: doing 
things; and which reſolv'd to give maniteſtTnſtagces of each.  Wor- 
king by various and diverſe Methods is the higheſt Evidence borh.of 
Jarge Skill and alſo of Liberty or free Agency: and there is ſich won- 
gerful Diverſity. in- carrying on the ſame ends that there muſt be a ſta« 
red and obſtinate Averſton to the Belicf of a God, where this is re- 
ſiſted or ſo much as ſuſpe&ed of beingketanſaRed blindly and ignoranity. 

[ Sce hereafter,' Part IT. * Efſay II. N.6. and Eſſay INT.] +. 
How deaf muſt he be who is not ſenſible of loudand diſtin& Sounds py 
which 'encompaſs him ?”how' blind who does not perceive plairr and, 
clear Evidence 2} and how perverſe muſt the Atheiſt be, who- will 
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Of the Abſurdity of Atheiſm. 75 
not acknowledge God, who is. manifeſicd..to all his ſenſes and'ro alt 
his faculties boch Internal and External. Ic is true, the Eflence of God 
is Inviſible, bur the inviſible things of him from rhe Cyeation of the'World 
ars clearly ſeen being underſtood by the things that ing maite even his Eter- 
nal - Power and Godhead, ſd that the are without excuſe. There is no 
Excu'c, there can be no Pretext for Atheiſm, Ir is wilfullgnorance; 
the Heighr of Folly, wickgd and unreaſonable _ Obſtinacy.”” He is 4 
Fool who ſaith in his Heart that there 1s no God, and he is a Pernictous 
Fool who glories in theſe ridiculous Senciments,;which'if admirted 
would-overcurn the ſureft Foundation of privgte;Peace andComforr, 
and looſen the ſtrongeſt Bonds of Humane Sociery. He had more Na- 
rural Parcs and acquired Knowledge, and knew more of the Hiſtory 
of Nature than any can pretend to, who made the Fear of God to 
be the Beginning or chief Parc of. Wiſdom, © 

As God is the firſt Cauſe'and Author of all chings, ſo the Belief of 
a Deity isthe Fqundation of all ſolidReaſon ; whar 1s nor built on this 
i5Nonfence and Abſurdity. I know che Atheiſts arrogatc co themſelves 
Wir, 4 flement, and Knowledge above others, and do think thar 
el ch makeriem! of the Bulk-of Mankind (as one late- 
rdsit) Which 
ey c 


ly Wo ,makerhem to be of anocher Belief, Bur I pray. 
you, mult th y away Senſe and Uaſterſtanding from others, 

cag they. are ſo yain ascothigk ic ? Dp.northole in Bedlam think 
Ives wiſer than others ? All the reſt-of che World are Fools in 
their Eyes, and thoſe who 3 them there, nor only Fools but Op- 


prefſors and moſt unjuſt. _ And. yer Atheiſm, is a more extravagant 
and pernicious Madneſs whictit is the Intereſt of Mankind to keep. 
from ſpreading. Bur alas ir has been ſuffered to cake Root and ſpread, 
nay it is cheriſhed and encougaged. . Men walk the Streets and pab 
lickly.a& this Madneſs. In-every. Corner they throw their Squ 

of Scoffs and Drollery againſt the Almighty Author of their Being, 
They meet in Companies, ro concert haw they may moſt wirtily ex- 
poſe him, and what is ne Hieft way co render him ridiculous in 
the Eyes of others : A Cl {t, or puny Witticiſm is receiv. 


"Or 
ed and entertained as an uſcful Diſcovery, and carried abour with all 
Diligence, Tho" there be no Reaſon why; che Arheiſt ſhould hea Zea-- 
lot,there being no Obligation on him to propagate his Qpinions'; and 
becauſe the leſs they are entertained by ochers he is the more ſecure ; 


, 
yer no Se# is become more ous of late than Atheiſts, and their 


Fraternity, who maintain their Cauſe by an affronted Impudence, by 
the Exerciſe of a froathy Wir more than Reaſon, aud by Jeſting and 
Drollery rather than ſerious Argument. - And is this a reaſonable or 
commendable way of handling a Marter. ſo ſerious and important ? 
Should}[mpudence run down Evidence ? Should a Jeſt or a Wirticiſm 


be of more Weight than the DiRares of common Senſe and ſober 
"Mow ac Reaſon? 
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Ch ,iſtian Faith; 
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'TINTRODUCTION. 


Shewing the Force of Prejudice, how unrea« 
ſonable it is, and that Unbelief is both a 


Misfortune and Crime. 


S a righteous Judge, ſo a ſerious and judicious 
Enquirer after Truth, ought to be free, diſin- 
tereſſed, impartial, and willing to be inform- 
ed, otherwiſe both the one and the other ſhall 

miſcarry. There is no convincing the Underſtanding, 

when Aﬀections or Intereſt carry it aſide; for they either 
blind ir that it cannot ſee, or very much byaſs it, that 
it heſitates, ſtruggles, delays judging, and asks for more 

| B Evidence, 


UMI 
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Evidence,like a corrupt Judge who is unwilling to decide 
the Cauſe in which he has been bribed, or to give out that 
Sentence which muſt- diſpleaſe his Friend, or ſome on 
whom he depends. Such - uſe to regard Perſons rather 
than the Merits of the Canſe, to ſhift and bear off the 
/ means of Information, to overlook the main evidence, 
/ and toquarrel at ſome ſmall Circumſtances. They ca- 
' vil and raiſe Objeftions; and when they are beat from 
one Argument they catch hold of another, ſhewing, by 
their whole Carriage, an obſtinate hardneſs, which is 
\ reſolved not to yield whatever be propoſed. 

) An eminent inftance of this Partiality was in the Scribes 
and Phariſees againſt Jeſus Chriſt : For if the Hiſtory of 
the Goſpel be true and ingenuouſly written (to ſpeak no 
more highly of it at preſent) Jeſus Chriſt ſpoke as never 
Man ſpoke, and did work Miracles beyond any before 
him, and aſſumed an Authority above the Prophets ; that 
is, his Doctrine was ſuch, his Works ſuch, and the man- 
ner of his Appearance ſuch, and all the Circumſtances 
of his Life ſuch as were proper to convince the Fews, if 
not that he was the Meſſiah, yet at leaſt that he was a 
Prophet, and one come from their God. Yet their Hu- 
mour and Intereſt would not let them receive him, ex- 
culing themſelves, from the meanneſs of his Birth, and 
the place of his Reſidence, as if his being a Carpenter?s 
Son, and dwelling in Galilee, had been ſufficient to inva- 
lidate the Demonſtration of the ſpirit and power which 
he laid before them ; which was the more inexcuſable in 
them, becaule they believed and received the Prophet 

AHMOS, who was one of the Herd-men of Tekoa. 

Juſt ſo, Atheiſts affeCting a licentious Liberty, which 
may free them from the Obligation of pleaſing any but 
themſelves, or of being accountable to another ; and 
this being inconſiſtent with the Belief of a Deity, there- 
fore they with all their mighr, ſet themſelves to diſ- 
Prove the Exiſtence of God. And becauſe one of the 
cleareſt Proofs is drawn from the Works of God, there- « 
fore, to bafile this Proof, they frame Hypotheſes, and 
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ſtudy to ſhew it poſſible that the World might have been 
produced without the aſliſtance of an Almighty Wiſe 
Being. And if they can but fanſie a bare Poſlibility tho” 
attended with the higheſt Improbability, they take iE 
for granted, that it was ſo, if they ſtumble on any like 
a plauſible Explication how things are according to the _ 
preſent eſtabliſhed Laws, they are tranſported, as the 
Mathematician was, when he found his Demonſtration. 
Here they reſt, and ſtop their Enquiry, and pretend that 
this ſolves all Difficulties ; which is, as if one ſhould de- 
cide the Controverſy, whether a Watch was the Inven- 
tion, aad Contrivance of an Artiſt negatively, becauſe 
there could be given a Mechanical Account of its Motion. 
How deſervedly ſhould he be laugt*d at, who would 
aſſert the Poſlibility of producing a Watch without an 
Artiſt ; and yet this Aſſertion is not ſo mad, as to ſay 
that ſuch an Incomprehenſible Quantity of Matter as is 
in the World might receive thoſe various Motions and 
Determinations which we ſee, without an Intelligent 
Omnipotent Being, as Dr. Bentley hath very well made 
out in his LeEtures. Moreover, when they are Criven to 
own an intelligent Being to be the firſt Caule of all things, 
they will not admit the neceſſary Conſequences of that 
Truth ; they ſhut him up within the Clouds, and will 
not allow him any intermedling here below ; as if the 
Almighty (when he created the World) had turned it 
off to ſhift for it ſelf. As long as they can, they reſiſt 
the Exiſtence of a Deity z and when they can do it no 
longer, then they wrangle abont the Notion of a God 5 
and he muſt be, not what he is, in his own Nature, but 
what they pleaſe to make him : And to be ſure, nothing 
is aſcribed to him, which may put them under any Ob- 
ligation to fear or ſerve him. 

Thus Men are ſtubborn and perverſe to their own Ru- 
in: Unreaſonable Prejudice and Partiality, irregular Af- 
feftions, and a vitious Intereſt is the Cauſe why they do 
not believe; and this makes their Unbelief a Crime, 
which few conſider or take any ſerious notice of. This 
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ſhews them to be without Equity, of an uvnrighteons Con-= 
ſtitution, and very unjuſt ; ſo that unbelief is not only a 
misfortune, but itis culpable, a very Sin, and the Mother 
of much Sin. It is an ordinary Saying, That Men are 
not anſwerable for their Belief, and that one cannot be. 
lieve more or leſs than he doth; but this is both' a groſs 
and a dangerous Error, which contradias the whole Te- 
nour of the Sacred Writings, where Unbelief is repre- 
ſented as ſufficient alone to merit the ſevereſt Puniſhmene 
whether Temporal or Eternal. It is true, one cannot 
believe a thing until it be laid before him, and his per- 
{waſion muſt be according to the evidence of it, But 
may not one have a thing laid before him, and not con- 
ſider it ? May not he have the means of knowing it, and 
not make uſe of them ? May not ſufficient matter of Con- 
viction be given, and yet actual Conviction not follow ? 
becauſe of an averſeneſs to the thing, and of a perverſe 
unwillirgneſs to admit it, of which there are many 1in- 
ſtances; and in that caſe, is Ignorance no Fault? has 
ſuch a disbelief no guilt attending it ? ls not the guilr 
more or leſs according to the Nature and Importance of 
the thing ? for trivial things may be pallcd over, it 15 no 
matter whether they be trueor falſe: but what is of mo- 
ment ard uſe, ought robe ſeriouſly examined. Shall, 
or can the Atheiſt be excuſed ? Shall his Atheiſm, and all 
the Eftefts and Expreſſions of it paſs for Innocence, be- 
cauſe he believes no God ? ſeeing the World, and all that 
isin it, loudly proclaim it in his Ears; ſhall this Zn0- 
ſcence (to uſe the new alfeAed word of the Party) be 
his excuſe ? 

But tho? we muſt lay the foundation of our Faith in 
the Exiſtence of God, yet we muſt not reſt there, but 
proceed to build upon it. Ir is of importance to know 
how things came to be; but it is of more importance to 
know, . whether the World be governed ; whether God 
holds the Place of Judge amongſt Men ; and whether we 
may expeCt Rewards and Puniſhments according, to our 


Deeds ; whick-ſhall be the Subject of our next Enquiry ; 
an 
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and which we hope to make alſo plain to ſuch as are 
willing to be informed, and who will be conpfted with 


reaſonable Satisfattion. oY 
Some judged our laſt Eſſays about a Deity too ſhort, 
and they were contrived ſo purpoſely ; becauſe fo many 
have of late undertaken the proof of it. But it that 
was a Defe&, it will be ſufficiently made up by the pre- 
ſent Eſſays, for what evinceth a Providence proveth a 
God. AndI chuſed to enlarge rather on this, becauſe 
it is not ſo commonly inſiſted on. Here, perhaps, ſome 
Proofs are brought, which are new, or but little taken 
notice of : Burt as there was not in the former, ſoneither 
is there in theſe Eſſays any particular ſtudied aim to ſur- 
priſe with new thoughts. All the care is to prove clearly 
what is undertaken, whether ir be by things new or old ;z 
for if the Arguments be ſolid in themſelves, it is little 
matter whether others have uſed them or paſſed them by. 
Nor am [ further curious about my Stile and Language, 
than to have it clear, juſt and expreſſive of my meaning, 
and the Truths I offer. Some require that the Arheiſt 
and Deiſt be attacked after their own way of Speaking 
and Writing, that is, by Banter and ſurprizing flights of 
Wit : And as indeed they may be roundly paid |, 
off this way, ſo * two of late have done it to ute” 
very good purpoſe : But what is proper for a 
Dialogue doth not ſo well become another Diſcourſe. 
Itis very reaſonable and fit ſometimes to retort Wir and 
Jeſts upon them, to expoſe their Folly and Impudence, 
and to convince them (if poſlible) that it is ſome other 
thing than Dulneſs which keeps others from aſſociating 
with them. Buton the other hand, when the Deſign is 
to ſhew the ſolid Foundation on which thoſe Important 
Truths do ſtand, Efforts of Wit are not ſo proper and 
becoming as grave convincing Reaſons and ſtrong Ar- 
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ESSAY- Þ - 
Providence proved from the Nature of God. 


'þ His great Truth has its Foundation firſt in the 

E Þ Nature of God himſelf, which may be clearly | 
perceived by taking a view of it. It appears ſufficiently | 
from what hath been ſaid, That God, or that intelligent 
Being, which gave being to all things elſe, is Almighty 
in Power, and Infinite in Wiſdom : He is very unreaſo- 
nable that requires a greater Demonſtration of it ; and 
it is impoſſible to ſatisfie him. He certainly can do al] 
things who made all things, and is the very cauſe of 
their Exiſtence. Nothing is too hard for him, or above 
his reach : Nay, Fancy it ſelf cannot go beyond either 
the greatneſs or the multitude of his Works ; nor per- 
haps is there any thing poffible which he hath not aCtu- 
ally made, for al] conceivable Perfetions and Excellen- 
cles are to be found ſomewhere. And he who has Power 
to make a thing, has alſo Power to unmake it : Every 
Agent can deſtroy his own Work ; the Potter can break 
the Veſlel he hath made ; the Artiſt can deface his own 
Handy-work ; and God who had Power to create the 
World, hasalfo , without doubt, Power to deſtroy it, 
and to reduce it to what hepleaſes,to what it was at firſt, 
that is, to nothing. 

2. And whatever proves his Omnipotency, does alſo 
prove him infinitely Wiſe: for all the effects of his Power 
are expreſſions of his Wiſdom : His Power only works as l 
it is directed by his Wiidom ; they both co-operate to- 
gether. All the oſtenration of Power is to excellent Ends 
and Purpoſes ; he muſt certainly know, and perfectly 
well underſtand the Nature, Properties, and Effefts of 
his own Works, at leaſt what neceſſarily flows from 
them; or elſe he doth not underſtand his own Works ſo 
well, as every Artiſt doth his, which is a great abſurdity. 

| * Nothing 
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Nothing therefore can be more evident than that, accor- 
ding to the Pſalmiſt, The Lord 1s great, of great Power, 
and his Underſtanding 1s infinite, Which qualifies him to 
govern the World, as his creating it, gives him a right 
to it, and an abſolute Authority over it. 

3. And further, it clearly appears that God- is eter- 
na], and doth exiſt neceſlarily; for if he had not been 
from all Eternity , he could never have been, nor yet 
other things. And his being from Eternity proceeds 
from his very Eſſence, which neceſlarily exiſts, and which 
alſo ſecures his Exiſtence to all Eternity : So that the 
deſcription of God in Scripture, 1 am that 1 am, is very 
emphatical, moſt proper, and every way ſuitable to his 
Nature. All other things are unſtable ; they had a be- 
ginning; they proceed to a certain degree, at which 
they do not ſtand or fix ; but run back until they vaniſh z . 
and even theſe things that are moſt fixed have not their 
ſtability in their own Nature, but by the free and arbi- 
trary Will of God. Wherefore he only is always the 
ſame, immutable in his Nature and Attributes, becauſe 
neceſlary Exiſtence is eſlential to him. 

4. Again, ſeeing God exiſts thus neceſlarily, by vertue 
of the plenitude of his Eſſence, from whence it is that 
he hath all that Power and Wiſdom which we have ſeen 
and demonſtrated : we muſt conclude that he is a moſt 
perfect Being, not only without all Defe&ts and Imper- 
feftions, but alſo attually poſllefiing all true Perfeftions 
and Excellencies, to the degree and meaſure of Infinite. 
He can want Nothing, becauſe he is in himſelf all that is 
poſlible or conceivable, even infinite fulneſs and ſuffici- 
ency. His Nature, his Properties, and Attributescan ad- 
mit of no limits; nor can his Eſſence be circumſcribed 3 
for it was not infinite, if it could beeither confined or 
excluded. Wherefore thoſe Sayings in Scripture, That 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain God ;, that he fills both 
Heaven and Earth, that is, he is both far and near, are 
all true in the ſtricteſt ſenſe; they are founded upon 
the true and clear Idea of God, and his very Intrinſick 
Eo 5 SS -:; Nature, 
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Nature, which cannot alter or ſuffer any change. This 
makes God preſent every where, and to be acquainted 
with every thing, and extends his immenſity beyond the 
World it (elf, which is illimited by either reaſon or ima- 
gination. There is no obſcurity or difficulty in appre- 
hending this, but what neceſlarily ariſes from the Nature 
of the thing, which being infinite, cannot therefore be 
fully comprehended or perfectly underſtood by us who 
are finite. The divine Nature and Eſlence may be con- 
templated, but it cannot be graſped fully by us ; we may 
fill our Minds with it, but can never exhauſt its fulneſs, 
becauſe our Faculties are not adequated to it ; for as 
what is beyond the Clouds, and above the Sky, becomes 
only inviſible by the ſhortneſs of our ſight ; for could our 
ſight reach thither, things there would be as viſible as 
what is here below. So the incomprehenſibility or un- 
intelligibleneſs of the Divine Eſlence, or Attributes, or 
Works, is only to be aſcribed to the want of ſuch ade- 
quate Faculties ;. for they are certainly intelligible in 
themſelves, and ſhould be clearly underſtood and com- 
Prehended by one of infinite Underſtanding. 

5. Butif any find difficulty in conceiving Gods im- 
menſity, neither can apprehend how his Nature or Eſ- 
ſence makes him omnipreſent; yet they may eafily con- 
ceive, that, by his omnipotent Power and infinite Wiſ- 
dom, he could ſo frame the World, and eſtabliſh ſuch 
Laws and Order in it,as to make him perfe(tly underitand 
all that is tranſacted therein. Juſt as we ſee the Soul, 
by a myſterious and unknown way, Is privy to, and pre- 
ſently ſenſible of all that paſles within the Body, or about 
it. It knows, without any trouble or difficulty, inſtantly 
what the Body feels, ſees, hears, taſtes, ſmells, and all 
the pain or pleaſure with which any Part is affeed, as 
it it was co-extended with the Body, and did aQtually 
reſide in every Part, I would not have the Parallel too 
nicely and curiouſly drawn out; nor would I have any 
to think the divine Mind a Soul to the World, nor the 
World a Body to that Soul ; But this compendious ſumm 
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of an omnipreſence of the Soul with reſpect to the Body, 
may figure and help us to underſtand the intimate pre- 
ſence of God, by which he knows and underſtands all 
that is, or happens in the World : For the Proportion 
betwixt the Human Soul and Human Body is more ade- 
quate,than that betwixt the World and the divine Mind 
becauſe the one is betwixt finite and finite, and the other 
is betwixt finite and infinite, If therefore the finite Soul 
of Man can have ſuch particular and ſpeedy notice of all 
the motions in the little World, and impreſſions which 
are made upon it; is it abſard or unconceiveable that the 
infinite Spirit of God ſhould be acquainted with all the 
Motions, Accidents,and Occurrences in the greater World, 
tho? infinitely extended, 

6. Certainly when he firſt made the World, he muſt 
have had it all at once under his view, as an Artiſt his 
Work, which otherwiſe he cannot adjuſt ; and a parti- 
cular intelligence of the preſent ſtate and circumſtances 
of every thing (which may be performed by his Almighty 
Power and Infinite Wiſdom) is ſtill neceſlary to the 
preſervation of the World; which God has deſigned : 
for God did not make the World merely totry his Skill, 
but with a deſign topreſerve it. God viewed his Work, 
and ſaw every thing that he had made, and behold it was very 
good, And being thus Pleaſed with his Work, he would 
not ahandon it ; but reſolved to take a care of it, Itis 
to impeach the divine Wiſdom, to ſay or think that God 
is unconcerned in the things that he hath made ; that he 
will let the World go to Ruin, or ſuffer Alterations to 
bappen ; which are not for his own Honour and Glory, 
and agreeable to the ends he had of creating it. Where- 
fore it muſt neceſlarily follow, that all things are kept 
under his All-ſeeing Eye. His Eye ſtill watcheth over 
the World, to ſpy out what happens in it: He muſt 
have the knowledge of all things, even the moſt ſecret, 
moſt hidden and remote, either by the infinity of his 
Eſſence, or the contrivance of his omnipotent Wiſdom. 


It muſt be abſolutely certain what the Apoſtle faith, - hat 
| there 
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there 1s not any Creature which u not manifeſt in his ſight ;; 
but all things are naked and open to the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do, Heb. 4. 13. David being tranſportzd 
with a deep ſenſe and conviction of this Truth, expreſleth 
it very elegantly, without affefting big Hyperboles, or 
high Metaphorical Strains, but obſerving ſtriftly the 
propriety of Speech, and the Simple Nature of the thing ; 
thus, O Lord, thou baſt ſearched me and known me ;, thou 
know'ſt my down-ſitting and mine up-riſing ;, thou underſtan- 
deft my thought afar off. Thou compaſſeſt my path, and my 
lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways, For there 
3s 7:0t a word in my Tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou knoweſt it 
altogether. Thou haſt beſet me behind and before, and laid 
thine hand upon me. Such knowledge 15 too wonderful for me ; 
ﬆ tis high, I cannot attain unto it, Whither ſhall I go from 
thy Spirit ? or whither ſhall I flee from thy Preſence? If I 
aſcerd up into Heaven, thou art there, If I make my bed 
zn Helt, behold, thou art there, If I take the wings of the 
Morning, and awell in the uttermoſt parted the Sea; even 
there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand ſhall hold 
ane. If I ſay, ſurely the Darkneſs ſhall cover me;, even 
the Night ſhall be Light avout me, Tea, the Darkneſs hi- 
ach not from thee; but the Night fhineth as the Day : The 
Darkneſs and the Light are both alike to thee, Pal. 139. 
from the 1ſt. Verſe to the 13th. 

7- Thusit is clear from a Contemplation of the di- 
vine Nature, that God atually preſides in the World, 
' muſt know all that is done in it, and doth rule and diſ- 
poſe all things as it pleaſeth him, It is no Uſurpation 
for God to aſſume Abſolute and Arbitrary Government z 
for his Creation makes his title Juſt, and without Excep- 
tion ; as his Eternity makes an Interregnum impoſlible, 
and ſecures this Univerſal Monarchy from devolving 
unto another. Nor is it too great for his management, 
being he is of Almighty Power, and of Infinite Wiſ- 
dom. Neither is there any reaſon to fear Errors and 
Miſtakes from want of true information ; ſeeing he is 
preſent every where by his infinite and incomprehenſible 
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Eſſence, or by his almighty contrivance has eſtabliſhed a 
perfect and ſure intelligence. 

There is only one thing more to be added, to recon- 
Cile all the World to this Dominion, which God hath 
over them, and to this Authority which he exerciſeth 
amongſt them ; to take away all averſion from it, and 
to make them perfettly in love with it : And that is, to 
ſhew that this Dominion ſhall never degenerate into ty- 
ranny, neither this Authority be ever abuſed. Tho' God 
governs abſolutely and irreſiſtibly ; yet there ſhall never 
be any juſt occaſion of grievances : He will impoſe no 
Yoke but what is light and eaſfie; nor will he exaCt any 
thing but what is reaſonable and juſt, which we ſhall be 
convinced of by another view of the Divine Nature, by 
which we ſhall diſcern another Perfe&tion eſſential to 
God, which beautifies and adorns all the reſt ; which 
renders him as worthy to be loved as feared ; and 
which aſſures us of all imaginable Advantage from him, 
if we do not hinder it by a perverſe and unworthy Be- 
haviour. | 

8. This {o adorable PerfeCtion is Goadneſs, which is as 
Intrinſick and Eſſential to-the Divine Nature, as any of 
the other; for without this he could not be perfect, 
much leſs infinitely perfeft. They have no true Idea of 
God, who apprehend him malevolent, churiiſh, or en- 
vious. He doth not grudge the Happineſs of any of his 
Creatures; for their Happineſs doth not any ways im- 
pair his : Nay, he contrives and ſearches out how he 
may make others happy. Nor can there be any reaſon 
given why the World was made, and filled with ſuch 
diverſity of Beings, but only that God might have ſo 
many occaſions of communicating himſelf, and of difſ- 
playing his glorious Attributes. God was from all Eter- 
nity conſcious of his own Power, and therefore did not 
make the World, that he might know what, and how 
much he could do; nor could he propoſe any real ad- 
dition to his Happineſs or Greatneſs; for what can be 
added to an infinitely perfect Being ? Or what can ſuch a 
a Being 
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Being want ? the only Motive then was Goodneſs : and 
all the Satisfaction he can be ſuppoſed to have in other 
Beings is, that in, and by them, he can diffuſe his own 
Excellencies. And conſequently the more capable any 
Creature is to receive theſe Efluxes and Communications 
of the Deity, the more capable it is to partake of the 
Divine Nature, the more he loveth it, it is his peculiar 
Care, and the greater Objet of his delight. Man is 
one of thoſe Creatures who are capable thus to enjoy 
God, and therefore has no cauſe to entertain dreadful 
2pprehenſions of the Deity, if he do not turn away from 
God, ſhun and contemn him. If Man would but know 
himſelf, retain his PerfeCtions, and purſue his Nature, 
and the ends for which he was deſigned ; if he would 
but give his Mind to know God, and to contemplate his 
Works, which (of themſelves) yield unfpeakable plea- 
ſure and fatisfaftion, becauſe they are wonderful and 
glorious ; if he would be but grateful to the Author of 
his being, and pay due reſpect and reverence to that in- 
finite Majeſty ; I ſay, if Man would but do theſe things, 
which are neither hard nor unreaſonable, he ſhould be 
the Favourite of Heaven, the Darling of Almighty God : 
God would ſet his Heart upon him, and the Moſt High 
wou'd honour him with great Dignity and expreſſions 
of his infinite Bounty. 

O happy we, if we knew our own Happineſs ! pro- 
teted by Omnipotency, guided by infallible Wiſdom, 
comted and careſſed by infinite Goodneſs, and under a 
Government, which is indeed very ſtrit , but whoſe 
chief deſign is to render us infinitely and eternally happy. 
What Ignorance and Perverſeneſs to myrmur againſt 
this Government ! What Folly to have an averſeneſs to 
It, and to deiire to be freed from it ! And what Mad- 
neſs to revolc, or to affront it ! If God cannot make us 
happy, who, I pray, can do it? If Juſtice and Equity 
cannot be had from him, where may we look for them? 
Certainly they who plot againſt God, plot againſt their 


own intereſt, they hatch Miſchief to themſelves, they 
cannot 
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cannot eſcape Ruin. He that ſitteth inthe Heavens ſhall 


laugh, the Lord ſhall have them in deriſion. Yea, he ſhall 
ſpeak, to them in his Wrath, and vex them in his ſore Diſ< 
pleaſure. 

9. For God will maintain his own honour,and the dig- 
nity of his Government. As he has Power to reward the 
TraQtable and Obedient, and thoſe who diligently ſeek 
him ; ſo he has Power to puniſh the Refraftory and Diſ- 
obedient. And there is no cauſe to fear that he ſhall mi- 
ſtake one for the other ; for he knoweth each of them 
full well; he can diſtinguiſh them perfeCly : for this 
Supream Lord looketh from Heaven, he beholdeth all the 
Sons of men, fromthe place of his habitation, he looketh upors 
all the Inhabitants of the Earth, as we have already de- 
monſtrated. 

They miſerably delude themſelves, who think to paſs 
unknown to God, and who ſay, he doth not ſee, neither 
regard; for he cannot but ſee : his infinite Eſſence makes 
it impoſſible for him, not to know all things. You may 
as well ſuppoſe him not to be, as not to know every 
thing that is ; for he is not, if he be not infinite, and 
he is not infinite,if there be any perſon or thing,to which 
his Eſſence, or Power, or Underſtanding cannot reach. 
And whatever he ſees and knows, he doth, and muſt 
regard, either by Approbation or Diſlike. That very 
Goodneſs which prompted him to create the World, 
and to make Man capable of his favour, by receiving 
impreſſions of his own divine Excellencies ; even this 
ſhall carry him to correct ſuch as abuſe their intellectual 
Faculties, and that freedom which he hath beſtowed on 
them ; for Love produceth Chaſtiſement ; and the ſame 
very Goodneſs too will oblige him to fall with ſevere 
Puniſhments upon all incorrigible Perſons ; that their 
Miſery may make others ſenſible of their Duty and Hap- 
pineſs ; and be as a Hedge or Fence to keep them within 
the encloſures of Wiſdom and Reaſon, Majeſty and So- 
veraignty is as much ſeen by infliting- Puniſhments as 


conferring Favours. And certainly God, who is the Su- 
pream 
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pream Lord, and Soveraign of all the World, will both 
exerciſe and declare his Soveraignty by all proper and 
ſuitable ways. 

10. They have not right and true notions of God, 
they quite miſtake his Nature, who fanfie that he affects 
Retirement and Solitude, that he is unaQive, or thar 
action is uneafie or troubleſom to him. He is never idle, 
but always buſie, and employed in the exerciſe of his in- 
finite Attributes : nor doth his exerciſing theſe, create 
him any trouble ; for how great, and wonderful, and 
aſtoniſhing ſoever his Works be to us ; yet, to himſelf 
they areonly a Thonght without any diſcompoſure. His 
Power, his Wiſdom, and all his Attributes are always 
a working ; they are continually employing themſelves, 
and therefore his Juſtice and Goodneſs cannot be at reſt, 
but muſt be expreſling themſelves too, in ſuch Acts, 
and in ſuch Degrees as are proportionable to their in- 
finiteneſs. 

All the Divine Attributes work together. As God is 
not Power alone, nor Wiſdom alone, nor any thing elſe 
alone; but theſe and all other PerfeCtions together, 
which are undivided in him, and only diſtinguiſhed to 
give us ſome ſort of clearer Conception of them : So 
every ACt of God doth expreſs all theſe together. There 
is no Aft of meer Power without Wiſdom, nor inſtance 
of Wiſdom, where there is not alſo a manifeſtation of 
his Power and other Excellencies. When he expreſſeth 
Wiſdom, he ſheweth his Power : when he manifeſts his 
Power, he demonſtrates his Wiſdom : and by both he 
declares his Goodneſs, his Love, his Juſtice, and other 
God-like qualities. 

There is nothing which infinite Wiſdom can deviſe, 
which infinite Power cannot effeft. And whatever in- 
finite Love, Goodneſs, and Juſtice would be at, infinite 
Wiſdom and Power bring to paſs. And therefore we 
may certainly conclude, That whatever is good or juſt, 
or right, or fit; whatever is proper and agreeable to 
to the Nature and Dignity of God ; whateyer may ad- 

Vance 
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vance his Honour and Glory, or contribute to the Hap- 
Pineſs of his Creatures ; that is aftually done : for the 
Goodneſs and Juſtice of God muſt will and deſire all 


this: And if he deſire it, it muſt be; for hecan do what 


he pleaſeth 3 and his Will and Deſire is the immutable 
Reſolution and ſteady Decree of what ſhall be. 

11. And hcicealſo we may infer,that God aftually ex- 
erciſeth an abſolute Dominion over all things, according 
to the rules of infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodnels : 
for this is more for the Glory of God, and more for the 
good of his Creatures, than if he ſhould abſtract him- 
ſelf from the World altogether, and leave every thing 
to ſhift for it ſelf. For by this, God maintaineth the 
right which his Creation gives, and ſheweth the care of 
his own Works, and declareth that the World was not 
the Product of Chance, or of any haſty ill concerted Re- 
ſolution, but a deliberate Effect: of the eternal purpoſe 
of his Counſel, for illuſtrating his Power, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, his Juſtice, Holineſs, and Purity, and all other 
divine PerfeCtions to all eternity. And as God hath 
Glory, fo his Creatures have unſpeakable Advantage 
by his ruling and governing the World ; for this hinders 
them from running into confuſion, and preſerves a wiſe 
order amongſt them. The Neceſlaries and good things 
which they want are by this means carefully provided, 
and the Dangers prevented, which they neither could 
foreſee nor remedy. In a word, hereby their ignorance 
and weakneſs is ſupplied by the Aid and Adminiitration 
of infinite Wiſdom and Power. Asa wiſe Government 
is preferable to a State of Anarchy ; as good excellent 
Laws, and a wiſe well contrived Conſtitution, in the 
Hands, and under the Care of a good, wiſe, and righ- 
teous Prince, make People much more happy, than if 
they had all freedom to do what every one thought 
right in his own Eyes; ſo it makes infinitely more for 
the good of the World, and all that is in it, that it 
be under the Tuition and Government of God. Aid 
becauſe the ſtate of the World ſhould be ſo much better 

in 
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in this caſe, therefore it is certainly true, that he doth 
aCtually rule it, and that he ateth as Soveraign Lord 
over all, and as Supream ſudge amongſt Men. For what 
moved him to create the World,doth oblige him (if I may 
ſay ſo) to continue it in a good and perfe(t State. How 
often hath Pity and Generoſity moved Men to help the 
Weak, to relieve them who were ready to Periſh, and 
to aCt in the behalf of others, when their doing ſo in- 
terrupted their own quiet and private peace, which was 
in no danger otherwiſe? And can it be thovght that 
Man is more compaſſionate and generous than God ? 
Who can do almighty things without any trouble or 
diſturbance to himſelf, and who can make all the World 
rich and happy, without emptying himſelf. If there- 
fore the Nature, Neceſſity, or Circumſtances of created 
things require that God thould interpoſe his Power or 
Wiſdom, we may be ſure his Goodneſs ſhall not be 
wanting. 

12. Thus it appears, that a Providence both general 
and particular, is evidently deducible from the Nature 
of God. He who believes a God, and hath any true Idea 
of him, muſt neceſſarily acknowledge a Providence ; 
otherwiſe he falls into the abſurdity of denying the In- 
ſeparable Properties and Neceſlary Conſequences of what 
he owns and holds. For ſeeing God poſleſſeth Power, 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Juſtice , and all Perfections infi- 
nitely ; ſeeing by virtue of his Eſſence he is preſent every 
where, and acquainted with every thing ; and ſeeing by 
his infinite Knowledge, he underſtands perfeftly the Ca- 
pacities and Tendencies of all his Creatures, and the 
Conſequences of all their Aftions ; it is impoſſible but 
that he ſhould intermeddle ſo as that all may pleaſe him- 
ſelf, and be agreeable to thoſe wiſe and great Ends 
which he hath propoſed in Creating the World, Can 
we ſuppoſe that a wiſe, skilful and watchful Pilot, who 
hath aboard with him ſufficient hands for working his 
Ship, Perſons who will not make him any reſiſtance, and 


all other Neceſlaries; I ſay, can we reaſonably ſuppoſe 
that 
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that ſuch a Pilot in ſuch circumſtances will not proſecute 
his intended courſe, that he will abandon the careof the 
Ship, and ſuffer it to be toſſed by the Waves and driven 
by the Winds hither and thither, without any ſteady or 
certain direRion ? And yet this Suppoſition may be made 
more reaſonably, and with infinitely leſs abſurdity, than k 
to think that God neglecteth the World, is unconcerned # 
with it, and neither intereſteth himſelf with what is 
done in it, nor yet interpoſeth to keep things right, 
and to make all ſerve to the purpoſes of his own Eternal) 
Counſel. I ſhall conclude this Head with theſe words of 
Salvian, Nam qui nihil aſpici a Deo affirmant, prope eſt ut 
cul aſpettum adimunt, etiam ſubſtantiam tollunt , & quem 
dicunt omnino nil cernere, dicant etiam omnino non eſſe, Salv. 
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Providence proved from the Nature of all created 
Things. 
I, Hoſoever will conſider attentively the Natureof 


created things, either each ſingly by its ſelf, or 
all of them conjunCtly as they have a relation to one 
another, ſhall have a ſhew, proof or demonſtration of 
Providence, or God's governing the World. As the Exi- 
ſtence of thoſe viſible things demonſtrates the Exiſtence 
of God as the firſt Cauſe and Author, ſo their continu- 
ance in being ſhews his continued Care and Influence ; 
for they cannot ſubliſt of, or by themſelves, but only by 
the Power of him who made them. Self-exiſtence and 
neceſſary exiſtence are near of Kin, and belong only to 
the Idea of God or infinite Eſſence. Therefore even Car- 
reſivs ſaw a neceſlity of owning a Cauſe for continuing 
his own Exiſtence as well as for giving it ; becauſe he 
could perceive no neceſlary ——_ betwixt _— 
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and future Exiſtence, but the Will of the Author of his 
Being. Hence alſo it is that commonly Philoſophers 
eſtabliſh it as a Maxim, that there is the lame Power re- 
quiſite to the Preſervation of a thing as ta the Creation 
or firſt Production of it; for they. make Preſervation 
(vot without good reaſon) to be but a continued Crea- 
tion. If this be not clearly perceived , it is, becauſe 
the Nature of Eſſence and Exiſtence are things abſtract, 
and-not obvious to ſenſe. It requires a Mind inured y0 
Speculation to underſtand theſe wel}, or to reaſon about 
them. What ſubſiſts 'or exiſts, muſt do ſo, either by 
vertne of its own intrinlick Eſſence, or by the influence 
of ſome external Cauſe : The firſt way is peculiar toin- 
finite Eſſence, that is, God; therefore the Exiſtence, 
and Subſiſtence of other things too, which are neither 
infinite nor neceſſary, muſt, and can only be aſcribed to 
him : for to have enducd them with a Power of {ub- 
liſting by themſelves, was to have communicated an in- 
communicable Attribute of infinite or neceſlary Eſſence. 
What blinds or obfuſcates our conception in this Matter, 
is the prejudice which Artificial Works give. We ſee the 
Werks of Men ſubfiſt after they are out of the hand of 
him who made them, and altogether without his Care 
and InfpeQtion; which makes ſome fancy that the Workd 
once created, needed no more of the divins Care, aſſi- 
ſtance, or Concurreace. But the Parallel is not Jull, 
and therefore neither can the Inferences be right or true z 
for all that Men dois to make ſome impreſſions on natu- 
ral Bodies,to give them ſome external Modification, or.to 
determine their natural Power and Motions, which Im- 
preflions, Modifications, and Determinations of Motion 
are ſuſtainable by their own Eſſence, and the Will of 
God, without the continued corcurrence of the Arti- 
fhicer: But tnen this Eſſence which ſuſtains and keeps 
theſe, muſt be ſuſtained and ſupported by ſomething 
beſides it ſelf, nnlcſs we will aſcribe to every thing. a 
plenitude or infinity cf Eſſence, that is, make every thing 
a God, This alſo ſerves to ſolve the Objection drawn 
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from the' Laws of Motion : for tho? according to the 
preſent eſtabliſhed Laws of Motion, what is once mo- 
ved, muſt continue moving until it be ſtopped ; yet it 
will not follow that things created mu continue in be- 
ing, until,, by ſome violence, they be deſtroyed ; for 
there is a great difference betwjxt Motion and Exiſtence : 
Motian is finite, and only an external impreſſion which 
a finite Nature or Eſlence is capable to retain, and which 
inſenſible matter cannot be ſuppoſed to reſiſt, and there- 
fore muſt neceſlarily continue moved until it meet with 
ſome ſtop or obſtruftion. But Exiſtence is incrinſick, and 
no ways a neceſlary Property of finite Nature and Eſ- 
ſence; and therefore muſt have another Cauſe, becauſe 
this is the neceſiary Concomitant of, and only. flows 
from infipite Eſſence, which exiſts by it (e]f, and-is the 
a(tual. Cauſe of the duration or continued Exiſtence of all 
other things. 

2. Thus if we may reaſon juſtly from the Nature of 
things, nothing exiſts neceſſarily but God himſelf z and 
whatever. doth exiſt, doth ſo merely by his Power and 
Will. Andif his Will and Power be the only Cauſe of 
the Exiſtence of other things, then his Will and Power 
do actually exert themſelves where-ever any thing exiſts, 
for things muſt neceſſarily ceaſe to be when he with» 
draws or iuſpends his Will and Power, which as has 
been ſaid, is the only Cauſe of their Exiſtence : and 
therefore it is moſt certain and evident, that therezare 
as many Inſtances qr Demonſtrations of the Care: and 
Providence of God, as there are things exiſtent z for 


their Continuance and Preſervation proceed only from - 


his continued Will and Power. $o that we may uſe the 
Poet?s Expreſſion in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 


Preſentemque refert quelibet Herba Deum, 


3-Hence it is that ;n Scripture(which certainly contains 
the; #rne- Principles of even Natural Philoſophy, 'and 


 which-givss greater light to the diſcovery of it, than all 
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the Writings of the World) the Preſervation of all ] 


things is aſcribed to the particular and peculiar influence 
of the Power of God: He is not far from every one of us 
( ſaith St. Paul ) for in him we live, move, and have 9ur 
being, At. 17. 27. Theſe wait all upon thee (faith the Pſal- 
miſt) that thou mayſt give them their meat in due ſeaſon. 
That thou giveſt them, they gather, thou openeſt thy hand, 
they are filled with good. Thou bideſt thy face , they are 
troubled, Thou takeſt away their breath, they die and return 
ro their duſt. Thou ſendeſt forth thy ſpirit, they are cre- 
ated, and thou reneweſt the face of the Earth, Pſal. 104. 
27, &c. According to the Philoſophy of the Scripture, 
all things have a particular dependence upon God, both 
asto Ellence and Exiſtence, being and well-being. Two 
Sparrows are ſold for a farthing, yet one of them cannot fall 
ro the ground without God; nay, it is ſaid, that the very 
hairs of our head are numbered, and that we do not loſe 
them but as he ordereth it. | 
Atheiſts have no reaſon to lavgh at my adducing Scri- 
Pture Texts, before prove the Divine Authority of the 
Scripture, and that too, for convincing Men who deny 
it: for I do not urge theſe Texts upon the account of 


their Divinity, which as yet they do not acknowledge : 


I only propoſe them as proper Illuſtrations and Inſtru- 
Ctions from Men who underſtood very well the Subject 
we are upon, and who ſpoke from a deep ſenſe and 
knowledge of the infinite and incomprehentible Eſffence 
of God, and of tht emptineſs and nothingneſs (1 know 
not what to call it) of all created things. Moſes and 
Jeſus Chriſt, abſtraQing from the Inſpiration of the one, 
and the Divinity of the other, may be compared with 
any Philoſopher or Naturaliſt that ever lived; for their 
Diſcourſes ſhew more Knowledge of Nature, and a grea- 
tcr Obſcrvation of Natural things, than what is to be 
met with any where elſe : And what they know and have 
obſcrved, they deliver with more Candour than other 
Men ; and therefore what they ſay ought to be eſteemed 
of as much weight and authority as the Judgment of 
= Lawyers, 
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Lawyers, Phyſicians, and Mathematicians in thoſe mat- 
ters which properly appertain to them, and which they 
have particularly ſtudied, and whom (when we know 
them to be ingenious) we truſt and believe, though we 


have not ſuch a ſenſe or clear comprehenſion of the thing 


as they,it being above our reach,and requiring their Stu- 
dy and Application of Mind to the perceiving it. 

4. Now both the one and the other tel] us, that an 
liveth not by bread alone, but by every word which proccedeth 
out of the mouth of God, that is, to ſpeak ſtriatly and 
philoſophically, Bread is not the Staff of Life, nor doth 
it nouriſh by any intrinſick or inſeparable vertue that it 
hath of it ſelf ; but that which ſuſtains Man's Life, is 
the Supernatural influence of the Will and Decree of 
God, which is not tied to Bread or other ordinary Nou- 
riſhment, and without which, Bread and all other things 
are ineffeftual. And I am perſwaded that this Immediate 
and Supernatural influence frum God,is that 49G &hia©;, 
that daily Bread which we pray for in the Lord's Prayer. 
For the deſign of this Prayer is to life up our Minds 
above all outward things, and to unite them to God, 
who ought to take up all our Thoughts as one who hath 
Supream Authority over us, and on whom we entirely 
depend, both for Exiſtence and Happineſs. Heathens, 
which know not God,and who are but Children in Know- 
ledge, look no higher than the ſecondary means, and 
asx only for Food and Raiment, or Money to buy them, 
as if this were enough to ſecure their Life, But Chri- 
ſtians, who are come to the ſtature of perfe&t Men, be- 
ing wiſer, and knowing the Nature and true State of 
things, ought to apply themſelves immediately to the 
ſource and firſt cauſe of their Life, and Being , and 
Comfort, and to ask, not Bread, but that which makes 
Bread to be Bread, and all things clſe uſeful, and which 
(when ir is convenient) can ſuſtain us, without the Con- 
currence of outward or natural things, even the imme- 
diate and particular BenediCtion of the Divine Will and 


Power, which is the Supernatural Bread 3 which conti- 
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nues and preſerves our Life from day to day, and which 
we ſhould ask (as is moſt reaſonable) every day. 

5. But toreturn. Whether we conſult Judicions Men, 
or contemplate the Nature of things themſelves, we 
ſhall be forced to acknowledge that all things muſt de- 
pend wholly on God, and that they continue in being, 
or ceaſe to be, according as he giveth or withdraweth 
the influence of his Power and Will. Nature, and what 
they call Sccond Caufes do not operate neceſſarily, but 
as he concirreth with them, and therefore it is that 
they often fail. As an abſolute Monarch, to maintain 
the dignity of his State, empowereth Perſons under him 
for different Aﬀairs. ro whom the Snbjecis muſt apply 
themſelves as they have occaſion : which perſons act 
on'y by vertue of that Authority which empowered 
them, and according to the private and particular In- 


{ſtruftions which they have received; ſo that tho? they - 


change not, but continue the ſame z -yet they who make 
Addrelles to them have not all alike Succeſs ; for ſome 
are preſently and ſpeedily anſwered ; others are delayed 
and put off from one. day to another. Some havetheir 
requeſts granted; others havethem altogether rejected 
ahd denied. Jult fo it hath pleaſed the Wiſdom of God 
to appoint {cveraldiſtinft means of conveying the dif- 
ferent Effects of his Almighty Power ; and whoever de- 
lire theſe Efte&ts, muſt have a recourſe to theſe means as 
the ordinary Method, otherwiſe they charge infinite 
Wiſdom with Errors, and ſawcily preſcribe meaſures 
of Government to the great Soveraign of the World. 
But in the uſe of all or any of theſe means, we ought, 
and muſt depend on God, who has not tied himſelf, as 
he has Gone us tothem ;z but who diſpenceth his favour 
in, and by tnem,, as it feemeth good to himſelf. 
Whence It 15, that their Operations are not always 
tne ſame, but different, according as he worketh with 
them : Sometlines they yield what we would be at, and 
| at other times we uſe them to little purpoſe. Both 
which are often plainly declared, and elegantly expreſſed 
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in Scripture to: convince us, and to put ns in mind that 
the efficacy of the moſt proper and natural means doth 
altogether depend upon the Will of God. Hoſea gives 
a plain and remarkable Inſtance of the firſt, And it ſtall 
come to paſs in that day, I will hear, ſaith the Lord, I will 
hear the Heavens, and tbey ſhalt hear the Earth, and the 
Earth ſhall hear the Corn and the Wine and the Oil, and they 
ſhall bear Jezreel, Ch. 2.21, 22. Here the Prophet, as 
a Divine Philoſopher, marks out the order and mutual 
endency of natural Means and Cauſes, and how that 
they all depend entirely upon God : And here he brings 
in God promiſing not to interrupt that Courſe and Order 
which he eſtabliſhed amongſt Natural Things ; but firſt 
to allow the Heavens to diſpenſe their benign Influences, 
which are abſolutely neceſſary to render the Earth fer- 
tilez and then to give the Earth liberty to nouriſh plen- 
tifully all Herbs and Plants proper for Food : And laſtly, 
to make theſe proper and natural Food to anſwer the De- 
fires and Appetites of the People, by becoming a Suſte- 
nance. Again, there is a paſſage in Haggai relating to 
the other, viz. The uſeleſsneſs and ineffeftualneſs of all 
natural means, when God doth not work with them. 
Now, faith the Lord of Hoſts, Conſider your ways, ye have 
fown much and bring in little ;, ye eat, but have not enough ; 
ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye cloath you, but 
there is none warm, and he that earneth wages, earneth wages 
to put it into a bag with holes; ye looked for much, and lo 
it came to little ;, the reaſon follows, for when ye brought it 
home, I aid blow upon it, Hag. 1. 5, 6, 9. which ſheweth 
that the moſt natural means may be uſed without any 
benefit when God withdraws his Bleſſing. And there- 
fore another Prophet upbraids thoſe whoſe Eyes were 
only upon ſecond Cauſes and natural Means, without 
reſpecting God who had appointed them, and by whoſe 
Will and Power they did operate. They rake ap the fiſh?s 
(ſaith he) with the angle : they catch them in their net, and 
gather them in their drag ; therefore they rejoyce and are glad. 
Therefore they ſacrifice unto their net, and burn incenſe wito 
| C 4 | their 
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their drag : becauſe by them their portion is fat, and their meat 
plenteows, Rab. 1.15. which is as if one ſhould pay thanks 
wholly to him who writes a Patent or Donation granted 
by the King, without making any acknowledgment of 
the King's Bounty and Authority, by which only it be- 
comes valid, | 

6. Wherefore the duration and continuance of par- 
ticular beings, muſt not. be reſolved entirely info the in- 
ward Principles and Conſtitution of their Nzture, and 
the concurrence or influence of outward ſurrounding 
Cauſes, whoſe Operations are very uncertain. But all 
muſt be aſcribed to the Supream and Arbitrary Will of 
God, who firſt will:d all things into Being ; who pre- 
ſcribed a general term of duration to the ſeveral Species 
of Beings; and who ſhortens or continues that term in 
reſpedt of Individuals, as it pleaſeth him. As the time 
and manner of producing the ſeveral Species of Animals, 
was not firſt determin*d by any Laws of Mechaniſm ; for 
what are thoſe Laws which ſhould oblige Terreſtrial and 
Aquatick Animals to ſuch different ways of Generation ? 
W hat is it that incapacitates the Inhabitants of Seas and 
Rivers from generating like thoſe upon the Land, ſeeing 
one Kind of Whales, the Dog-Fiſh and ſome other ſort 
do ſo? What Inconliſtency was there in deſigning Fowl 
and what flyeth in the Air, Viviparous, more than the 
\ Bar, which bringeth forth alive and giveth Suck ? Why 
ſhould the Crocodile be Oviparous rather than the Otter, 
and other Amphibious Creatures ? What Mechanical 
Powers ordercd a Hen to lay Eggs every Day, a Dove 
to Hatch every Month, whiles almoſt all other kind of 
Fowl are reſtrained to once a Year ? What neceſlity was 
therc for the Dog and Cat to go Nine Weeks, when the 
Hare and Coney, which are cqually perfe& Creatures, go 
only. Four ? How comes it to paſs that a Sheep requireth 
Eight or Nine Months to bring forth very rarely more 
than One, when a Hcg yieldeth in Fifteen Weeks ſel- 
dom leſs than Sixteen ? and what Reaſon can be given 


why ſome Creatures are ſooner perfect than athers? 
Even 
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Even no other Reaſon for all theſe things but the Will 
and Pleaſure of Almighty God, to ſhew himſelf a free 
Agent, whoſe Power is unlimited, and who is not tied 
up by any Laws, but what he himſelf has preſcribed. 
Sono other Cauſe can be aſſigned, that ſome Inſes live 
only a Day, and others a Seaſon; That the Eagle and 
Raven ſhonld fly out an Hundred Years, and a Sparrow 
not exceed Five ; That an Elephant ſhould be longer 
liv?d than an Ox ; That a Dog hardly paſſeth Ten, a 
Horſe Thirty, and a Man Fourſcore or a Hundred; Ir 
is not from any failure of Nouriſhment, or outward 
Cauſes, whoſe Influence may be thought neceſlary ; nor 
yet can it be attributed to any natural defeCt of their 
Conſtitution, for it abundantly appears from ſome rare 
Ioſtances of the long Life of ſome particular Men and 
other Animals, that their Nature is capable to be conti- 
nued conſiderably beyond theſe Limits. 

Not to ſpeak now of the Antidiluvian Fathers, and to 
paſs what the old Grecian Hiſtorians and Poets have 
ſaid of Neſtor, Tireſias, Sibylla, and ſomeothers; almoſt 
all the German Hiſtorians tel] of one, who was there- 
fore called Johannes de Temporibus, becauſe he , 
lived 360 Years; Sir Walter Rawleigh * reports 
from one he calls 4 Hiſtorian of good Reputation, < . 
That in the Year 1570. there was an Indian 
preſented to Solyman, General of the Turks Army, who 
had out-lived 300 Years. And from his own Experience 
he tells us of a Counteſs of Deſmond, in Munſter in Ire- 
land, who was living after the Year 1589. and yet had 
been Married in Edward the Fourth's time, who die1 
1483. ſo that ſhe may be reckoned at leaſt 130, or 140. 
But the Memory of Thomas Parre is yet freſher. And 
every one may upon Enquiry find out ſome rare Inſtan- 
ces of this Nature to convince them, that what ſeems 
the fixed term of Man, is and may be exceeded, whilſt 
they who do it differ nothing from the reſt, for all 
abovementioned were begotten and brought up as other 
Men; were of the ſame Conſtitution, and of like = 
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ſions and Infirmities. Put Almighty God, whoſe Wil is 


a Law to himfelf, and a Decree which-none can reverſe, 
| hath arbitrarily Allotted different terms of duration, both 
to the feveral Species of. Beings, and to the Individuals 
of the ſeveral Species, who of their own Nature are atl 
capable to be equally :Jengthened, that hereby there 
might be a continned proof of his Providence ; and that _ 
it might appear evidently to alk reaſonable Creatures,” 
that duration doth not neceſſarily follow Creation and 
Pro:inCtion, but that God is the Cavfe of both ; and 
that having received Life and Being from him, we - muſt 
{ti]l depend on him for their Continuance. 

-, But if a divine Providence may be thus provyed 
from the duration of Individuals or particular Beings 
confidered ſingly, and by themfelves; it will more clearly: 
appear, when we conſider them in relation to one ano- 
ther, as parts and pieces of that Univerſah Machine of 
the World ; or when we conſider the World as a great 
Engine compoſed of many difterent Parts, and of as 
many different Motions. Itrequires a great deal of Skill, 
Care, and Attention to the preſerving any curious piece 
of Workmanſhip ; and the difficulty of preſerving it 
entire, encreaſeth according to the multitnde of its 
Parts and Motions. That then this Univerſal Frame 
ſhould ſubſiſt fo longentire, that every one of thoſe Pro- 
digious Globes fhould move aright in its own Orb or 
Sphere, when it 1s certain that they gravitate upon each 
other ; that every Part ſhould keep its proper place 
and {ituation ; that there ſhonld be no claſhing at all, 
cat there ſhould be fo good Order, fuch a perfe&t Har- 
mony and Agreement, that for the ſpace of 6000 Years 
and upwards there ſhould be no interruption, no breach, 
no diſorder, but all continuing right as at firſt that 
{to ſpeak according to vulgar apprehenfion) the Sun 
told always move in fo beneficial a Line, and neither 
remove farther with its neceſſary heat, nor- yet come 
nearer to hazard a Conflagration of the Earth ; or ac- 
cording to the more certain Obferyation of "Modern 
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Mathematicians, that the Earth, notwithſtanding of the 
ſtupendouns and almoſt incredible rapidity of its Motion, 
ſhould always have its Axis parallel to its ſelf, and at 
Oblique Angles with the Plan of its Orb, the leaſt 
change of which would take away the variety of, Sea- 
ſons, and occaſion ſome places to be burnt up with ex- 
ceſſive heat, and others to be deſtroyed by extream cold ; 
for then ſome ſhould be always ſhined upon, and others 
never at all: That the Moon, whoſe Motions do perplex 
Mathematicians, and which can hardly be reduced to 
any certain Rules, ſhould never be diſplaced from giving 
tight in the Night, nor from diſtinguiſhing times by its 
different Phaſes; that theſe Innumerable ſplendid Lamps 
in the Firmament ſhould never be extin@, but continually 
ſhine in the ſame place, and at the ſame hour appointed 3 
that the Sea ſhould never fettle into a ſtanding Pool, bur. 
daily ebb and flow for the benefit of Navigation ; that 
it ſhould never overflow the Land, but ſhould keep 
within its Banks, even when it ſwells and rageth furi- 
ouſly, tho? it is demonſtrable that the Land is not higher 
than the Sea ; that the Earth ſhould hang ſo ſurely upon 
nothing, and be ſo equally poized as to endure violent 
Earthquakes, which not only overturn the great and 
magnihcent Works of Men, but do level Mountains ; 
that the Rivers and Springs ſhould never ſtop their 
Courſe, but always flow for the refreſhment of Man 
and Beaſt ; that Animals deprived of Underſtanding, 
and endned with ſpontaneous - Motion , ſhould never 
break their rank, nor go beyond the bounds ſet to them z 
that the Swallow, the Lapwing, and other Fowls ſhould 
know, without teaching, the proper time of. going and 
returning ; that the duller Fiſhes ſhould underſtand when 
to approach the Coaſts for Man's uſe, and Salmon, 
after ſome Months Voyage in the wide and ſpacious Sea, 
ſhould eaſily find out the Rivers whence they came ; that 
whilſt whole Nations do often degenerate from the Vir- 
tne and Induſtry of their Anceſtors, aad do loſe the 
uſeful Arts which were amongſt them, yet that the ſe- 
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veral Generations of brute Creatures ſhould never for- 
get their cunning- nor the way and manner- of proſe. 
cuting their Intentions, that the Art of Weaving Cir- 
cular and Semicircular Webs ſhould be ſtill amongſt 
Spiders; of Building Sexangular Cells and extracting 
mellous juice with the Bee; And in a word, that there 
ſhould be ſuch Conſtancy and Stedfaſtneſs, ſuch Order 
and Correſpondence, and ſuch regular Motions among 
things without Knowledge, which can neither conſulr, 
nor concert what is fitting and beſt ; 1 ſay, doth not all 
this demonſtrate a very watchful Providence, which 
looks to, direfts and adjuſts all and every thing, ſoas 
to carry on the main deſign, and to ſecure and promote 
what is neceſſary and ſubſervient to it. It is impoſſible 
that all this could happen ſo punQually, ſo regularly 
without an over-ruling Wiſdom. 

I grant thet there are certain Laws and ſettled Ordi- 
nances, according to which all things move and at, but 
that theſe Laws ſhould be always carefully obſerved , 
and that theſe Ordinances ſhould never be tranſgreſſed, 
can never be without the interpoſition-of an Almighty 
intelligent Being. It is true, we fee Men contrive cu- 
rious Machines, of many motions, which continue going 
a long time after they are made, without a new touch 
from their Maker. And ſo'one may ſuppoſe a Work of 
infinite Wiſdom ſo much more exact and perfeCft as to 
continu? in all its Motions for ever. But in the Ma- 
chines of Humane Invention every part is exaQtly ſet into 
another, and doth determine and regulate each others 
Motions, fo that if one move, all move; if one ſtop, 
al! ſtop; and theres a neceſſity that all move either re- 
gularly or irregularly ; whereas in this vaſt frame of the 
World, the innumerable parts move independently, and 
exert no natural force upon one another ; they are in- 
deed ſo adapted as to be beneficial to one another ;z but 
theres no ſnch neceſſary Connexion and ConjunQion as 
to bea mutual Determination or Regulation. As for 


Example, The Earth has not its Poſition from the Sun ; 
2 1. 
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nor doth the Sun or Moon move and ſhine by any Na- 
tural Determination from the Earth. Therefore as the - 
Peace and Order of a Civil State is only preſerved by 
the continued Tuition and Care of the Government, 
which wiſely manageth the different Intereſts and In- 
clinations of the People. Even ſo the regular State 
of the Natural World, and the admirable and uſeful 
Harmony of its independant parts is only maintained 
by the wiſe and continue Care and Providence of God, 
who, as he made al] things at firſt i” Number, Weight, 
and Meaſure, ſo he ſtill ballanceth them equally ; that 
tho' they be ignorant of their own Nature and Uſe, yet 
they may never either exceed or come ſhort of the ſame; 
which was not poſſible without the immediate guidance 
of his Almighty Hand ; for we ſee, by ſome monſtrous 
Births of Animals, and the irregular and diſproportio- 
nable growth and ſhooting out of Plants, which happens 
ſometimes, that the Laws of Nature may be tranſgreſled, 
and that if particular Beings were left to themſelves, they 
would not at regularly, which in proceſs of time would 
introduce an Univerſal Confuſion,which never falling out-. 
as yet, is a certain and clear Demonſtration of a particu- 
lar and ſpecial I which upholds the general 
Fabrick of the World, and preſerves the ſeveral Kinds 
of Beings in it, and each individual of theſe Kinds. 
There is no doubt but that Natural Reaſons may be gi- 
ven for ſome things, and a mechanical account of the mo- 
tion and production of many things. But yet it were very 
unreaſonable from this, either to deny, or queſtion that 
God did preſerve or conduct the Natmal World ; for, 
I would ask thoſe that do, 1s not Navigation an Art ? 
doth not a Ship ſail by Rule? And yet who will fay 
that a Pilot is not neceſſary ? for if thetc be not one who 
underſtands the Points of the Compaſs, the Motion of 
the Ship, and the Nature and Working of the Sea, who 
is Skilful to diſcern the change of Weather, and who 
knoweth how to manage the Rudder, 2rd to order the 
Sails, when to hoiſe them higher, when to lower mm 
when 
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when totake ip, when to add more Sail, when to go 
with a full Wind, when with a ſide Wind; I fay, It 
there be not one to underſtand and obſerve theſe and 
other particulars, . the Ship ſhajl neyer ſteer 'a right 
Courſe, but ſhall certainly miſcarry. Even ſo the Fa- 
brick of the Material World ſhould periſh, and all the 
Parts of it ſhould be deſtroyed, -if the Natural and Me- 
chanical Motions thereof were not wiſely governed by 
God, who knows them all full wel], who adjuſts and 
tempers them, and- who both keeps them from inter- 
——g and direfts them to their true Ends and Pur- 
poſes. 


Thus, as we ſhewed before, that a ſpecial and par- 


ticular Providence followed neceſlarily from the Nature 
and Attributes of God ; for by his infinite Eſſence he 
is preſent_eyery where, knows every thing, and con- 
ſequently muſt either approve or diſlike the ſame, and, 
as there is occaſion, interpoſe his Goodneſs and Juſtice. 
So now it appears, that both the Compoſition of the 
World, and the ſeparate Nature of particular Beings, 
do require ſuch a ſpecial Concurrence of the Divine 
Power and Wiſdom, becauſz, without this, neither of 
them could ſubſiſt or be preferyed. 


Essay 'Il.. 


_ Providence proved fromthe Arbitrary Effefts in 
| the Material World, 


Serious view of the Nature either of Gad or other 

Things is ſufficient to ſatisfie all, that he who 
made the World doth, and muſt govern it; yet becauſe 
all have not that deep ſenſe of the infinite Nature of 
God, nor yet of the oppoſite, moſt narrow,, and moſt 
limited Nature of created things, as to perceive clearly 
thoſe neceſſary Inferences, which are drawn TRHELNr, 
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I ſhall in the Third place proceed to evince a Divine Pro- 


vidence, - both Univerſal and Particular, from-fome Ar- 
bitrary Effects, vible inthe Material World, with re- 
ſpect to Humane Affairs, which cannot be afſigned to any 
other Caule. | 

I ſhall begin with what may be obſerve in the Mate- 
rial World ; - and becauſe the Wonders which ofes 
wrought, the ſtanding ſtill of the Sun for the ſpace of 
a whole Day jn Foſhaa, the return of the Shadow upan 
the Dial of Ahaz ten Degrees backwards, the preter- 
natural Darkneſs when Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered, and ſuch 
like Miracles depend upon the Credit of 'the Sacred 
Writings, I ſhall therefore paſs thefe, and only make 
an So of what is daily obſervable by all Man- 

1. There is nothing more obvieus than the Weather, 
Winds, Rains, Thunder, Snow, Froſt, and their Ef- 
fects, Theſe are obſerved by 'Old and Young, by:thoſe 
who dwell in the City, and by them who live in the 
Conntry. But neither the Obſervation of particular 
Men, nor the Experience of all Menfrom the beginning 
of the World to this very Day , can reduce them to 
any certain Meaſures or Rules, nor yet give ſure infalli- 
ble, or generally probable ſigns of their coming, .conti- 
nuarice, or going away. Mr. Goad was at the pains to 
keep an Ephemerides or Journal of the Weather for 
Thirty Years together, for regulating the Knowledge of 
+#, which he hath ſince Publiſhed, and in which there is 
marked not only the more notable Changes, but the 
very ſmalleſt Alteration, as the greater Storms and Tem» 
peſts, ſo the leaſt Breeze and Gale; In a word; 'tat only 
what fell out in the different Seaſons, but in every par- 
ticular Day, apd the Variations of almoſt every Hour. 
This {o exact Journal of the Weather and Seaſons, I 
heard was preſented to K. Charles Il. who ordered a 
trial to be made of it; and it did not ſo-much as hit 
once for a whole Month or Six Weeks; which made 
that King to lavgh at the Author, as having been taken 


up 


32. Providence proved from the Arbitrary 


up with a thing of no uſe : But it may have its uſe, tho? 
not to Prognoſticate the Weather certainly. Ir is true, 
there are ſome common and ordinary Effefts which at- 
tend the Courſe of the Sun and other Planets, the Na- 
ture of the Year or Seaſon, the Temperature of the Cli- 
mate, the Situation of the Country and its particular 
Soil ; ſo that conſidering theſe, we may make a round 
gueſs at the other. Thus, Winter and Cold Weather, 
Froſt and Snow, ſeem natural to December, Fanuary, and 
February, at leaſt in thoſe Parts of the World which are 
ſituated in the Temperate Zone between the Tropick of 
Cancer and the Artick Circle, and adjacent places of the 
Frigid. And on the contrary, warm and fair Weather 
come in with the Months of June and July. It rains ſel- 
dom in the Torrid Zone. Unpleaſant Fogs, and un- 
wholeſom Miſts are more common where there are Mar- 
ſhes or watery Places, Woods, Hills, and Mountains. 
Iſlands are more infeſted by Winds, than the Continent ; 
and whereas in all other Places the Winds blow irre- 
gularly and uncertainly, they for the moſt part keep a 
more conſtant courſe about the Cape of Good Hope in the 
Pacifick Sea, and ſome Parts of the Atlantick Ocean, for 
there ordinarily they have ſuch and ſuch particular 
Winds, which begin to blow at a certain Seaſon, and 
continue for ſome certain Months ; ſo that they who 
Sail thither, can keep time, and make their Voyage 
almoſt as punCtually as the Tra Scouts in Holland, 

But yet in no Place or Country,the Weather or Temper 
of the Air is ſo fixed and conſtant as never to have been 
changed. The very Trade-Winds do not blow always 
alike, but are ſtronger at ſome times than at others. 
The River Nile, which ſupplies the want of Rain in 
Egypt, tho? it overflow conſtantly at ſet-times, yet not 
always equally after the ſame meaſure, and to the ſame 
degree; for ſometimes it amounts only to 16 foot, at 
other times to 24, and upwards ; ſo that there is a 
difference one way or other , even where Conitancy 
ſeems to be eſtabliſhed. The Hiſtory of every cy 
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doth mark very ſenſible and confiderable Variations 
from what ſeems natural and ordinary : Nay, doth not: 


- every Year differ from another almoſt thorough the 


whole World : Neither Winter nor Summer is always 
the ſame; ſometimes they begin ſooner and continue 
longer than at other times. Sometimes the Winter is 
green, without ſtrong Froſts to impede the Labours of 
the Husbandman ; at other times the Earth is over- 
charged with Snow, and the Plough is laid up for ſome 
Months. One Year the Summer is fair, dry , and of a 
ſcorching heat 3 another Year it is wet and rainy, and 
its heat very moderate. The Seaſons of Spring and 
Harveſt ſometimes begin early, and ſometimes fall late. 
Sometimes the Spring ſmileth upon the Earth, looſeneth 
the obſtinate Ground , and bringeth forth the impri- 
ſoned Herbs and Plants, to the Comfort of Man 
and Beaſt : at other times it frowns, is ſevere, and 
blaſts every thing that offers to bud and put forth its 
head. One Year the Spring, Summer, and Harveſt are 
Friends, and what the firſt commits to the Care of 
the other two, they faithfully keep, and deliver up 3 
but another Year this deſirable Truce is broken, and. 
the Projetts of the Spring are defeated by the un. 
kindly Weather which follows. Sometimes we have the 
former and latter Rain in their proper Seaſons, at 
other times an exceſſive Drought. Sometimes the Hea- 
vens are as Braſs, and the Earth as Iron, ſo that neither 
Dew droppeth from the one, nor Vapours ariſe from 
the other. Again they threaten a New Deluge, Or- 
dinarily the Air is Serene and Wholeſom, which in- 
vites People Abroad : but ſometimes alſo it is ſo Cons 
tagious, as that ones Security lies in keeping cloſe within 

Doors. | 
2. Now whence proceed theſe things? What is the 
Cauſe of ſuch Variations ? Certainly they can only be 
aſcribed to God, and are a Demonſtration that the 
World is not a mere Machine, moved by unalterable 
Mechanical Lays, but _— by the Wiſe and Arbi- 
trary 
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trary Will of God ; for if the World moved neceſlarily 
or mechanically. without the guidance and interpoſition 
of Divine and Infinite Wiſdom, the Effefts would be 
certain and regular, as the Motions of a Clock, which 
ſtrikes Twelve always at Noon, if it go right: or like 


the ſame Clock, if it once vary in the leaſt, it could not 


of its own accord fall right again. 

I do not deny that there are Natural Cauſes of theſe 
things about which we are now ſpeaking. I do not 
pretend that God worketh a Miracle, or maketh a New 
Creation each time that it raineth, ſnoweth, or bloweth 
2 Wind ; but I ſay only, that God keepeth the manage- 
ment of theſe Natural Cauſes in his own hand, and 
diſpoſeth them at his Pleaſure; for if it was not ſo, 
there would be no Variationz every Year would be 
alike ; the Seaſons would be as conſtant and certain as 
the Courſe of the Sun or Moon; they would every Year 
be the ſame; it would Snow and Rain regularly z the 
Vapours would ariſe equally at the ſame time of the 
Year; and the Clouds could not forbear to d:ſcharge 
themſelves when ſwclled with Water : Whereas now 
there are no conſtant or fixed times, no ſettled meaſures 
of Weather, Wind, and Rain, which is an evident 
Proof that they are the Arbitrary Effets of a Divine 
Providence, to keep Man both mindful of God, and in 
a humble dependance upon him : Therefore Mr. Goad 
abovenamed, who ſeems to have ſtudied the Natural 
Cauſes of theſe things as much as any, doth declare 
that the various Phznomena of the Airy Region, cannot 
be ſolved without a Providence, and that no other 
Reaſon can be given why it Rains b/c & nunc. 

3. By this Argument St. Paul proved to them at Lyſtra, 
that both they, and the reſt of the Heathen World had 
a ſufficient Evidence of God and his Providence. The 
living God (ith he) who made Heaven and Earth, the Sea 
and all that #5 therein, [uffered all Nations to walk in their 
own ways. Nevertheleſs, he left not himſelf without witneſs, 


in that ke aid good, and gave rain from Heaven, and on 
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ful ſeaſons, filling our hearts with food and gladneſs, AQt.14. 
16,17. Nature is not the Cauſe of thoſe Effefts, but 
only the Inſtrument by which they are produced ; for 
Nature of it ſelf cannot vary : Nature is employed, and 
exerteth its force, but only when God giveth the-word. 
God thundereth marvellouſly with his Voice ; great things doth 
he, which we camiot comprehend. For he ſaith to the ſnow, 
be thox upon the Earth : Likewiſe to the ſmall rain, and to 
the great rain of his ſtrength. Out of the South cometh 
the whirlwind, and cold out of the North ; but by the breath 
of God froſt is given, and the breadth of the waters is 
ſtraitned, Alſo by watering he wearieth the thick cloud ; 
be ſcattereth his bright cloud, and it is turned round about 
by his connſels, that they may do whatſoever he comman= 
aeth them upon the face of the world in the Earth, he cauſeth 
it to come, whether for correttion, or for his land, or for 
mercy, Job 37. 5, KC. 

Fair and Foul Weather, Cold and Heat, Froſt, Snow 
and Hail, Winds, Storms and Tempeſts, Thunder, 
Lightning, and Earthquakes, and all the Changes in the 
Air and Cloudy Regions, are aſcribed in Scripture to 
God, and reckoned up as particular afts of his ſpecial 
Providence, for teaching the Children of Men the fear 
of the Lord, and to oblige them to frame their Doings 
ſo as to pleaſe him. And it is impoſſible to give any ra- 
tional account of thoſe things, without a reference to 
Divine Providence, and thoſe excellent Ends which it 
propoſeth by theſe Diſpenſations. No Philoſophy can 
propoſe any thing like a Satisfaftion why one Year 
ſhould be good and another bad ? Why it ſhould Rain 
in one place rather than another ? Why one place ſhould 
be Scorched up, while another adjacent has abundance 
of Water ? Why in one and the ſame Year, there ſhould 
be both Plenty and Scarcity, not only in different Coun- 
tries, but in the divers Provinces of the ſame Kingdom, 
and in the ſeveral Farms of the ſame Province, tho? 
they be in the ſame Climate, under the ſame Degree, 
and alike fayourably ſituated to receive the Influences - 
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the San and Weather. I ſay, no Philoſophy can reaſg- 
nably reſolve theſe and ſuch like things, but the Divine 
Philoſophy of the Scripture , whoſe Principles about 
this. we have unfolded in Dem. 28. Hoſea 2. and many 
other places. 

Would you know, why a Year is good ? why the Wea- 
ther is proper and ſeaſonable? why Corn and Cattle 
proſper? take it from Dext. 11, 13. Ard it ſhall come to 
paſs, that if ye ſhall bearken diligently unto my Commana- 
nents, t0 love the Lord your God, and to ſerve him with all 
your heart ard with all your ſoul, that I will give youthe 
Rain of your Land in his due ſeaſon, the firſt rain and the 
latter rain, that thou mayeſt gather in thy corn, and thy 
Tine, and thine oil ; and 1 wilt ſend graſs in thy felds for 
thy cattel, that thou mayeſt eat and be full, Would you 
underſtand why on the contrary all things go croſs ? why, 
it is neither well with Man nor Beaſt ? why there is 
Scarcity, Famine, Drought, Blaſting and Mildew and 
the Palmer Worm ? why it is well with one place while 
It is ill with another? Conſider Hof. 2. 8. She did not 
know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied 
ber filver and Gold which they prepared for Baal. Therefore 
will 1 return, and taks away my corn in the time thereof, 
and my wine in the ſeaſon thereof, and will recover my wooll 
«nd my flax given to cover her nakedneſs. Read alſo Amos 4. 
6, 7, &c. And I alſo have given you cleanneſs of teeth in 
al! your Cities, and want of Bread in all your places, yet 
have you not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord, And alſo, 
T bave withholden the rain from you, when there were yet 
three months to the harveſt, end cauſed it to rain upon one 
City, and cauſed it not to rain upon another ; one piece was 
rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not withered ; 
ſo two or three Cities wandered into one City to drink water, 
but they were not ſati;fied, yet have ye not returned unto me, 
ſaith the Lord. I bave ſmitten you with blaſting and mil- 
dew; when your gardens, and your vineyards, and your fig- 
prees and your olivetrees encreaſed, the palmer worm devou- 
red them, yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord, 
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For lo (addeth the Prophet) He that formed the moun. 
rains, and created the wind, and declareth unto man what 
ts bis thought, that maketh the morning darkneſs, and tread- 
eth upon the bigh places of the Earth, the Lord the God of 
Hoſts is his Name. And his Hoſts are the Elements and 
their innumerable Compoſitions, Fire and Hail , Snow 
and Vapour, and ſtormy wind fulflling bis Word. When 
he pleaſeth, he covereth the Heavens with Clonds, he 
prepareth Rain for the Earth, and maketh Graſs to 
grow upon the Mountains; #e ſendeth forth his Com- 
mandment upon Earth, his word runneth very ſwiftly. He 
giveth ſnow like wooll, he ſcattereth the hoar froſt like 
aſhes. He caſteth forth his Tce like morſels, and none can 
ſtand before his cold. He ſendeth out his word and melteth 
them. He cauſeth his wind to blow and the waters flow, 
P/. 147. To him only belong the Treaſures of Snow 
and Hail, which he hath reſerved againſt the time of trou- 
ble, againſt the day of battle and war. Who elſe but He 
can bind the ſweet Influences of the Pleiades ? or looſe 
the bands of Orior, or bring forth Maxzaroth in his Sea- 
ſon ? or guide Arfurus with his Sons ? neither doth any 
other know the Ordinances of Heaven, or can ſet the 
Dominion thereof upon Earth; and therefore to him, 
and to him only muſt be aſcribed all theſe Variations in 
the Heavens, in the Air, and Cloudy Regions. 

And all this might be underſtood without a Revela- 
tion; if Men were not miſerably dull, and unreaſonably 
ſtupid, there would be no need of an Inſpired Propher 
to teach this. By Natural Reaſon and Common Sence, 
Men may read and diſcern theſe things to be the doings 
of God, for ſuch ends and purpoſes, for they are legi- 


| ble in their Effefts and Conſequences, which are of that 


Importance as to awaken our Conſideration,and ſo timed 
asto inſtru&t us clearly both whence they come and upon 

what account. 
4+ To ſhut up this Argument, I ſay that tho” fair and 
foul Weather, Wind, Rain, Snow, Hail, Thunder, 
Lightning, Storms, Tempeſts, &c. proceed immedi- 
5 Wo ately 
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ately from Natural Cauſes, and are the proper Effes 
of ſuch Cauſes ; yet it ſeems evident and demonſtrable 
from their Variableneſs and Uncertainty, That the par- 
ticular determination of both theſe Cauſes and Effects, 
Is neither .from blind Naturez: nor any Mechanical or 
Immutable Law eſtabliſhed in the Material World : for 
the Effets of meer Mechaniſm and ſuch Immutable 
Laws are certain and invariable. - Wherefore the Chan- 
ges obſervable in every Country muſt either be reckoned 
meerly caſual, or aſcribed to: the Arbitrary Pleaſure of 
ſome Intelligent Being, Superiour to Nature and all Ma- 
terial Cauſes, which can be'none other than God. To 


ſay they are caſual, is to ſpeak neither like a Wiſe man _ 


nor Philoſopher ; for there is no ſuch thing as Chance 
or Caſualty in the World ; becauſe what ſeems to be 
moſt ſo hath a real cauſe,' tho? unkgown to ns; and 
therefore Chance and Caſualty are only Words and 
Phraſes which reſpe& the expeCtation and foreſight of 
Men. And conſequently all theſe occurrences in the 


Material World muſt be referred to the Infinitely wiſe 


God as the Authour, who wiſely uſeth theſe means to 
make himſelf known to. the Children of Men, and to 
awaken them to a due Conſideration of his Being, Power, 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Juſtice, and ſpecial Providence. 
Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can 
cauſe rain ? or can the Heavens give ſhowers ? Art not thou 
ke, O Lord oux God ? therefore we will wait upon thee ; for 
thou baſt made all theſe things, Jer. 14. 22. 

5. All I can foreſee which may be objefted againſt 
this Argument for a Providence in the management and 
2uidance of the Material World, is, ** That theſe In- 
++ -ſtances now inſiſted on, are to be met with in De- 
* farts and Places not Inhabited, and where. there can 
** beno deſign of inſtrufting Mankind: by them, or of 
** uſing them as Rewards and Encouragements to the 
** Good, .or as Terrors- and Puniſhments to. the Bad ; 
** and conſequently that there is no reaſpn to give them 
=- a2y fuch Interpretation in the habitable Parts of the 
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& World ; and therefore alſo that they are not the Ef- 
<« fe(ts of a Divine Providence. Moreover in the habi- 
*< table Parts of the World, we ſee (as ſome ſay) that 
* there is at no time a wiſe diſtribution of rain; for it 
* ſhowers down upon the High-ways, ſtony and flinty 
*© Rocks, which can produce nothing, as well as upon 
< Meadows, Corn-Fields, Orchards and Vineyards ; 
& nay, it falls upon Rivers and the Sea it ſelf, in as 
« great Quantity as upon the Land, tho? it cannot be 
« ſaid that they have need to be moiſtned. VVhat ! 
« (will ſome of the Deiits ſay) can a wiſe Man be at 


.©© the pains to draw water meerly to pour it back 


<« into the place whence he had ic ? or willa Gardener 
© when he hath little enough water for his Plants, 
<* beſo fooliſh as to ſpill it purpoſely on his Gravel 
« VValks? Or is it worthy of God to take care to 
«* lay the duſt that the Effeminate Fops and Beaus may 
« not be incommoded when they air themſelves ? 

But they that ſhall make this Objection, do not well 
underſtand, nor wiſely conſider the Nature of things ; 
for what they here upbraid, are ſpecial Inſtances of a 
wiſe Providence. I acknowledge that the Sun doth 
ſhine, that the Rain doth fall, and that the Wind blow- 
eth in Deſarts and Places not Inhabited, as well as in 
ſuch as are; aad it is very probable that theſe things 
happen more regularly and ſeaſfonably in the one than 
in the other, becauſe there is not that reaſon for ſtopping 
their regular and ſeaſonable Courſe there as elſewhere. 
God's Care and Providence is not confined to Man, it 
extendeth to the Beaſts which range the Deſarts and 
dwell in the Wilderneſs, who cannot live and be ſupplied 
with neceſſary Food, unleſs alſo they enjoy their proper 
Seaſons. Beſides, theſe places, tho? they be not at pre- 
ſent aQually inhabited, they are habitable, and may yet 
become the reſidence of Men when other parts are over- 
ſtock?d ; and therefore for that end they muſt be kept up 
in a convenient ſtate, which could not be unleſs they 
were both duely watered with Rain, and-alſo ſcaſonably 
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ventilated and purified by Winds. Nay, this is neceſlary 
for the good and conveniency of the Neighbouring 
places which are preſently inhabited : for if in thoſe 
Places there were no change of weather,if Wind and Rain 
were never given them,then the Air would be corrupted, 
and would have a pernicious Influence upon other parts. 
Again, Rain is not only uſeful and neceſſary to refreſh 
and nouriſh Plants, but alſo it ſerveth to cement the 
Ground it ſelf, and to prevent the rents and clefts which 
the icorching heat of the Sun is ready to make in it: 
therefore God wiſely poureth Rain upon the very High 
Ways, to preſerve them paſſable and convenient for 
travelling z for otherwiſe both the Duſt would be inſup- 
portable,and alſo there would be vaſt Chaſms and Gapes, 
which would ſtopup the Paſſage of Travellers, and put 
an end toall Trade and Commerce. Without Rain it 
is impoſſible for either the Care or Wit of Man to pre- 
ſerve the Ground from cleaving aſunder and falling in- 
wards, as may be demonſtrated from ſeveral Inſtances ; 
particularly in the Iſle of Cypres, there is a certain place 
which was without Rain, as is reported, for the ſpace 
of 36 Years, and-ever ſince it has been deſolateand alto- 
gether uninhabitable,by reaſon of the prodigious chaſms, 
clefts and rents which ſo long Drought madein it. This 
end and uſe of Rain is pointed at Job 37. 13. whereit is 
faid, that He cauſeth Rain to come, whether for Correfion, 
or for his Land, or for Mercy ;, which ſheweth, that the 
Author of that Book was a Man of great Wiſdom, Expe- 
flenceg, Obſervation, and Knowledge of Nature. 


. Finally, tho*the Sea wants no ſupply from Men or Hu<- 


mane Induſtry; and. therefore the carrying Water to the 
Sea may. well .be reckongg amongſt them an Emblem and 
Figure of. unneceſſary Lahour ;. yet if the Care and Pro- 
vidence of God did. not ſupply.it. by Rain and the return 
of Rivers, even the Sea it ſelf would ſoon be dried up. 
But to give a. more: direct. Anſwer to this: part of the 
ObjeCtion, I ſay, that the falling of Rain into the Sea 
is fo far from weakning vur Argument for- Prontlency 
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that it rather confirms it : for firſt Rain is neceſſary to 
diſſolve equally the ſaline Particles, and to keep them 
from uniting into a cruſt and ſubſiding to the bottom, 
which we may very well conclude they would do, if it 
was not for the freſh water which is continually poured 
upon them,and the continual ſtirring them by the Tides, 
Winds,and the Motion which Rain makes, We ſee that 
Salt wil not diſſolve withouta ſufficient quantity of water, 
and becauſe the freſh water of Rivers cannot ſpread it ſelf 
ſoon enough through the vaſt Ocean,therefore places di- 
tant from the Continent are furniſhed from above by the 
dropping down of Rain or the falling of Spouts : And 
the Motion made by either, ſerves like the ſhaking a 
Bottle to take away all Sediment, and to mix the diſlol- 
ved Subſtance equally. Secondly, Rain is without doubt 
very beneficial to all thoſe Animals with which the Sea 
abounds, by refreſhing and ſweetning the Waters. 
Thirdly, They who uſe the Sea, know and declare that 
it grievouſly ſtinketh, and becomes very noiſom if there 
be a perfe&t Calm without Rain,Wind or Storm, but for 
the ſpace ofa Month or Six Weeks: Therefore God ſhew- 
eth both his Wiſdom and Kindneſs by raining upon the 
Sea,that the Air of it may be healthful to thoſe who navi- 
gate it ; and fo what Ignorant Men are apt to cenſure as 
fooliſh and unneceſſary, upon due Enquiry will be found 
inſtances of a wiſe Providence. | All theſe Changes ei- 
ther on the Sea or Land are of God, and are atts of 
Wiſdom, but they only appear ſuch to them that are 
perfe&, that is, ſuch as underſtand and conſider. 

6. Thus Mankind are daily charged with moſt viſible and 
ſenſible Demonſtrations of a Providence towards them 
in the Management and Government of the Material 
World : But they are ſo ſtupid as not to regard them, 
or to be affected with them. And it is not the Dull un- 
thinking Mob who are only guilty of this ſtupidity ; 
nay, the Wiſemen and Philoſophers, who pretend a Pri- 
vilege to enhance Wiſdom and Underſtanding ; even they 
are no leſs blockiſh ; Folly and want of due RefleCtion 
TOW | | are 
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are alſo chargeable upon them, and may be laid at their 
Door ; for neither do they wiſely conſider whence theſe 
things come, nor for what end they are ſent. - All their 
Thoughts and Debates are about the Natural and Secon- 
dary Cauſes of Wind, Rain, Snow, Hail, &c. of which 
as yet they have never come to any tolerable certainty : 
but they both put upon others and delude themſelves 
with Dreams, fanciful ConjeQures, and groundleſs Hy- 
potheſes, which tho? admitted, neither ſatisfie nor clear 
the matter. The gueſles of Children, ſetting afide their 
childiſh Expreſſions, are as reaſonable and probable as 
thoſe of ſome who ſet up for and bear the Name of Phi- 
ioſophers. And yet ſo fond are they of theſe their Con- 
ceits, and fo hot in the purſuit of them, that they neg- 
tet the wiſe management of theſe Natural Cauſes and 
their Effects, neither confider the ends and reaſons of 
their particular Determination, which is the main thing 
to be conſidered. This ts, as if a people when ſome im- 
portant Meſlage or Declaration of their King is ſent unto 
them, would form themſelves into Cabals, and make En- 
quiry into the Name and Quality of his Secretary, the 
Perſons who Printed or Publiſhed it, and who are em- 
ployed in diſperſing it, without entertaining one wiſe 
Thought about the Deſign or Important Matter contain- 
edinit. And becauſe theſe Learned Men do not wiſely 
conſider the Works of God, nor judiciouſly enquire af- 
ter the operation of his Hands, therefore he baffles their 
curious Enquiries, and diſappoints their vain Attempts 
to know how, and by what means his Power worketh. 
'The moſt obvious things are concealed from them, and 
their reaſonings are but a darkening of Counſel without 
Knowl:age, as God ſaid of Job's Diſcourſes, which yet 
2re much wiſer and much more ſatisfying than thoſe of 
either cur, Modern or more Ancient Philoſophers of 
whatever Sect. Blind men talk almoſt as reaſonably and 
juſtly of the nature of Colours, and of the'manner how 
we come to diſtinguiſh them, and they do certainly ſce 
as far into a Nilſtone for diſcerning the union and _ 
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fion of its Parts. Tho? Matter and Body be groſs and 
palpable, and continually under their ſenſes, yer they are 
not agreed about the eſſence of it. Carteſius and his 
Diſciples did hold that it conſiſted in Extenſion, and 
therefore they made Matter and Extenſion equivalent, 
and did inſult over thoſe who denied it, as if they wanted 
true andclear Ideas: But now, if Mr. Newton's Principles 
be received, the clear Ideas of theſe confident Gentlemen 
are falſe, becauſea Vacuum is demonſtrable. How long has 
the Nature of gravity been debated, and the cauſe of the 
tendency of all Bodies to their Center ? but there was ne- 
ver much ſenſe ſpoken on that head, till now that the 
ſame Learned Mathematician has reſolved it into a parti- 
cular determination of the Almighty ; becauſe it doth not 
belong to the Eſſence of Matter, neither is it the Effect of 
any Property in Matter. They talk ſo confidently and 
poſitively, as if they had demonſtration for all they ſay : 
But upon examination,it is found that all their Syſtems arc 
built upon mere precarious Hypotheſes, which can never 
be proved. They are ſtill ſearching after the hidden cau- 
ſes of things, but with that ſucceſs, that we may apply 
to them, what St. Paul ſaith of ſome Women, wvo arc 
ever learning, but never come to the knowledge of the truth. 
Like the Authors of the old Romances, who could not 
extricate their Knights from their difficulties , but by 
Magick and Enchantment ; ſo they cannot ſolve the 
Phenomena of Nature, but by the Interpoſition of ſome 
fanciful Suppoſition,. as the particle ſftriate, and other 
Elements of Carteſiw, The Wiſdom of Philoſophers lies 
moſtly in their own Conceit ; they think thar they know 
much, .but they know little, and their knowledpe'is ſtill 
leſs, the-more they truſt their own underſtandings, and 
the leſs they conſider Matters of FaCt, and the wiſe con- 
trivance and adjuſtment of them, which is both the thief 
Thing to be known, and all that we are capable to under- 
ſtand : for Enquiries how things were made and 'are 
tranſa&ted, are Excurſions beyond our Line, and at- 
tempts to know what we cannot comprehend, of which 
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one may talk juſt with as equal certainty, as of the Inha- 
bitants of the Moon and Stars, their Nature, Cuſtoms, 
and form of Government. What certain Anſwer can be 
given to the Queſtions in the 37th. and following Chap- 
ters of Fob ? Who can tel] what makes Froſt, or give a 
ſolid Reaſon how Water comes to be congealed into the 
hardneſs of a Stone ? How are Waters bound up into 
Clouds? and how again theſe fleeces are ſqueezed into 
convenient drops of Rain, that they may refreſh and nor 
deſtroy the tender Plants? What ſhuts the Sluces of the 
Clouds; or hinders them from being emptied all at once ? 
Why is the Torrid Zone freeſt of Rain when yet it is 
certain that Vapours do ariſe there in greater quantity 
than in the other Zones? or how comes it that the 
Ground there endures without Rain, when here andin 


other places, where the heat is nothing in compariſon, 


the Earth rents, cleaves aſunder, and falls into chinks, if 
it be not watered frequently ? Why, or how are theſe 
prodigious Mountains of Ice and Snow kept undiſſolved 
about the Poles, even in Summer time, when it is cer- 
tain that The Sun may by its continuance for Six Months, 
produce there a heat of an equal degree to that betwixt 
the Tropicks ? for the obliquity of the Rays is com- 
penſated by their uninterrupted continuance for ſo long 
a time : even as common Experience ſheweth, that a 
ſmall fire conſtantly applied will make a Pot boil as 
ſtrongly; tho' not ſo ſoon as a great fire doth. Our heat 
- 1n Summer is only occaſioned by the length of our days, 
and therefore we may conclude, that the heat there 
mult be vaſtly greater; where there is no interruption 
of Night at all, but Days of one, two, three, four, five 
and fix Months. What preſerves the Treaſures of Snow 
and Hail in the upper Regions neareſt the Sun? or 
how comes Hail, which is formed by Froſt, to fall in 
Summer rather than Winter ? Who can explain Thun- 
der and Lightning, whoſe force is terrible, and whoſe 
effects are various, which bringeth down the ſtrongeſt 
Towers ſooner than Bombs, and killeth more ag = 
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than Gunpowder ; which wreatheth the talleſt Cedars 
and great Oaks like a Rope, and which diſfſolveth the 
hardeſt Metal ; which drinketh up the Liquor without 
ſpoiling the Cask, and conſumeth the Bones, without 
disfiguring the Skin, and at other times, only fingeth the 
Hair, leaving both Bones and Fleſh entire. 

Theſe are ſome of the common and ordinary Works 
of God, and yet our Philoſophers can give but a ſlender 
account of them-; a Shepherd, Labourer, or a com- 
mon Mariner doth underſtand them even as well as they. 
The Pride of Man puſheth him to ſearch as if Omni- 
potence conld do nothing which he could not compre- 
hend ; and therefore God ſetteth a Seal upon his Works, 
which the wit and contrivance of Man cannot break, 
and without which there is no penetration into the in- 
ward Springs of Nature and natural things : which God 
doth not, becauſe he envieth Man's Knowledge z but be- 
cauſe he would prniſh and humble their Pride, and 
will not give encouragement to a vain Curioſity, whick 
does not aim at his Glory, and which diverteth from 
the Conſideration of what is Neceſſary and Uſeful, viz. 
The Ends and Reaſons why God doth theſe Works 
amongit Men, which are defigned to be continued Proofs 
of his Exiſtence and Providence. If theſe ends were 
feriouſly ſtudied and duely regarded, our Enquiries 
would pleaſe God, procure his guidance and aſſiſtance, 
and would contribute more to the diſcovery of Nature, 
than all the Hypotheſes which Philoſophers lay down : 
for the beſt way to know and underſtand the Nature of 
things, is to conſider the Ends and Uſes to which they 
are appointed, and for which they ſerve. Wherefore 
Carteſins ſpoke moſt unlike a Philoſopher, when he 
lighted the conſideration of final Cauſes, and ſaid that 
it was not the part of a Philoſopher to enquire into the 
Ends of the Author of Nature. 

1 am ſenſible that I have made a little Digreſſion, to 
which I have' been carried by a Zeal againſt the fatal 


inconſideration of the generality of thoſe who are ac- - : 


counted 
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counted wiſe, and againſt that ſaucy Preſumption which 
makes Men afte& to explain all things without any re- 
ſpeCt to the Power, Preſence or Conduct of God ; to 
puniſh which their hearts are made fat, their Eyes heavy, 
and their Ears are ſhut, leſt they ſee with their Eyes, and hear 
with their Ears, and vefay Kar with their Hearts, My 


deſign 1s not to diſcredit true Philoſophy, nor to repre- . 


ſent the Study of Nature vain or unlawful. I eſteem 
it not only Innocent, but Noble and Excellent, as ſerving 
very much both to enlarge and enrich the Mind ; nay, I 
conſider it as every one's Duty more or leſs: for God 
hath made his Works to be remembred, He hath ſet them 
before us purpoſely to be conſidered, that by a due Con- 
templation of them, we may come to know and under- 
ſtand him aright. As Schemes and Figures are neceſſary 
to the right taking up and conceiving of ſome abſtraCt 
Speculations ; even ſo we cannot have a true perfect and 
firm Idea of God, whoſe Eſſence is Inviſible, whoſe Na- 
ture and PerfeCtions are Spiritual, without viewing and 
contemplating his Works and AFtions in the Material 
World. And if we do view and contemplate this 
World ſeriouſly, we hal ogn be convinced, not only 
of his Exiſtence, Power a iſdom ; but alſo that he 
has not retired and ſhut himſelf up within the Clouds ; 
that he is actually preſent amongſt Men, and conſidereth 
all that they do ; and that he is not an Idle Speftator, 
but always ready to reward and puniſh, according as 


Men deſerve. | 
7. And as this, in my judgment, has been made out 


evidently by what may be daily obſerved in the Manage- 


ment of the Weather and Seaſons, Wind, Rain, &c. 
. ſoit will further appear, if we do take into our Conſi- 
deration ſome extraordinary Tranſactions which happen 
now and then, as an unuſual Darkneſs for ſome Days, 
the ſwelling of Rivers without Rain, their falling off 
and leaving their Chanel dry, ftrange Apparitions of 
flaming Swords, Armies and Horſemen in the Air, like 
thoſe mentioned, 2 archabees, ch. 5. and by Foſephrs 

at 
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at the Siege of Feru/alem, and all manner of Prodigies 
which are either remarkable and exemplary Judgments, 
or Signs and: Warnings of what will come if not care- 
fully prevented. The truth of the matter of FaCt is not 
denied by thoſe who moſt oppoſe the Inferences dedu- 
ced from it : ?Tis true, many falſe Stories have been 
publiſhed, but all cannot be reputed ſuch unleſs we give 
the Lye to the moſt credible Authors, and to the moſt 
candid Hiſtories. And if the matter of Fact be admitted, 
we cannot without the greateſt Violence to our Reaſon, 
reckon it an Effet of pure Mechaniſm or of any certain 
immutable Law of Nature; but muſt aſcribe it to the 
Arbitrary Interpoſition of the Almighty and moſt Wiſe 
God, if we conſider either theſe preternatural and ſu- 
pernatural Accidents in themſelves, or the juncture of 
Circumſtances in which they happen, which ought not 
to be ſlighted. I know that the Obſervation of theſe 
Prodigies has been very much abuſed, to encourage and 
ſerve the endsof Superſtition ; as great and uncharitable 
Miſtakes have been committed in the Interpretation and 
Application of them : But this Error ought not to be 
cured by teaching tv deſpiſe theſe Wonders and Ter- 
rours of the Lord. Dr. Spencer was guilty of an «uezeie 
+ evdoaxns here, he runneth from one extream to another : 
But though he ſeems to have had all Inclinations to de- 
ſtroy the Syſtem of Prodigies, yet ſuch is the force of 
Truth, that he both acknowledges, that there are ſuch 
things, and that they are defign'd Proofs of the Being, 
Greatneſs and Providence of God. Sce his Treariſe of 
Prodigies, Chap. 2. Set. 6. When God is highly diſ- 
pleaſed with a People, he ſometimes ſtrikes them with 
Terrour, and makes their hearts to faint and fail them z 
and nothing can do this more effeCtually than ſurprizing 
Wonders in the Heavens and in the Earth, ſudden, - un- 
uſual, and inexplicable Alterations in the ſtate of Na- 
ture, and ſuch like. ' This was the Method of God's 
Providence towards the Jewiſh Nation, and it 1s evi- 


dent from Scripture, That that Nation was raiſed as = 
other 
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other reaſons, ſo to be a kind of publick Sign or Exam- 
ple to diredCt the reſt of the World how to receive and 
interpret all Occurrences : Not only what was written 
aforetime, but what was done to them was intended for 
our Learning ; ſo that when the ſame or the like things - 
happen, they are to be conſidered with a reſpeCt to the 
ſame ends, good or evil, which were pointed at by their 
Inſpired Prophets ; but we will not inſiſt upon this at 
preſent. 

- To conclude this Eſſay, I ſay, when all things are du- 
ly conſidered, if all the concurring Circumſtances of ei- 
ther the common or extraordinary Motions and Tranſ- 
ations of the material World be ſeriouſly and carefully 
examined, we muſt acknowledge, that they are not ne- 
ceſlary Effefts of any unalterable Laws eſtabliſhed at 
firſt, but clear Inſtances of the wiſe and watchful Provi- 
dence of God, who doth whatſoever he pleaſeth in Hea- 
ven and in Earth, and who manageth the courſe of all 
natural things, and the Operation of 'the moſt natural 
cauſes, ſo as that it may moſt evidently appear, That 
he has not abdicated his Sovereign Power and Authority 
over the Works of his Hands, but is ſtill in the aCtual 
exerciſe of it, that his rational Creatures may learn to 
fear, honour, love and obey him. 


EsSay IV. 


Of the Manifeftation of Providence in the Intelle- 
ual World, particularly amongfF Mankind. 


I. 7T- E further one advanceth into any Kingdom, 

and the nearer he approacheth the Perſon and 
Reſidence of the King, the more he perceiveth his Mag- 
nificence and Grandeur, his Policy and Government. So 
It is reaſonable to expect greater and clearer manifeſta« 
tions of a Divine Providence in the IntelleQtual, than - 
the 
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the Material World. For tho? in ſtriftneſs of ſpeech, 
the one is not nearer unto God than the other, becauſe 
in reſpect of his Eſſence and Power he is equally preſent 
to both; yer Intelligent Beings, and Creatures endued 
with reaſon, may be ſaid to be nearer than thoſe that are 
brutiſh and without all underſtanding, becauſe of their 
greater affinity to the Nature of God, and their being 
capable to make an aCtual acknowledgment of him, to 
receive Rules and Inſtrutions from him, and to pay 
ative obedience unto him. And as upon this account, it 
may be very well ſuppoſed that God will ſhew himſelf 
amongſt his reaſonable Creatures more than amongſt 
others, that is, by greater and more particular as of 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Juſtice, &c. So ſeeing all that 
are Reaſonable, are alſo free Agents; therefore the Go- 
vernment of them will be more for the Glory of God, 
even as there is more Praiſe and Honour due to him that 
ruleth well a vaſt Army or a populous Kingdom, than 
to him who only manageth a Machine, or who attendeth 
2 Flock of Sheep, which arealrogether paſlive,and which 
are not. capable to make any reſiſtance, 

2. And as the IntelleAtual World is a moſt proper fav- 
je@t for the exerciſe of the divine Care and Providence ; 
ſo it is an Empire as vaſt and large at leaſt as the Mate« 
ria], whoſe Extent is ſo prodigious that it cannot be mea- 
ſured, nay, it is beyond the reach of Imagination it ſelf; 
as we, have ſhewed elſewhere, and as any may eaſily con- 
ceive who conſidereth the innumerable multitude of the 
Stars, their incomprehenſible bulk and diſtances. For 
the Intelletual World comprehendeth not only all Man- 
kind that now are, but all that have been from the be- 
ginning, and all that ſhall be hereafter to the end of the 
World ; for not only things preſent and actually exiſt- 
ing, but alſo future things fall within the Inſpection 
of the Divine Providence, and it is impoſſible to under- 
ſtand the afts thereof, without a reference to the one 
and other, Beſides, the Intelletual World extend - 
eth further than to Mankind it ſelf, eyen thus largely 

| E conifidered 5 
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conſidered; for it taketh in all other Intelligent Beings 
whatſoever and whereſoever, the Number and Kinds of 
which we do not know. 

The Scripture plainly declareth the exiſtence of innu- 
merable Spirits both good and bad : Ir telleth of many 
Myriads of Angels or good Spirits, diſtinguiſhed into 
ſeveral orders, who always attend the Throne of God, 
and wait to receive his Commands which they execute 
moſt readily and punctually ; It alſo ſpeaketh of Legions 
of Devils and Evil Spirits, who are ſtrongly bett upon 
Miſchief, but who cannot perpetrate any without per- 
miſſion from God. And what the Scripture thus decla- 
reth, is confirmed by unqueſtionable Paſlages tm the Hi- 
ſtories of all Ages and all Countries, which ſhew- that 
both good and bad Spirits have appeared unto Men, 
and left undoubted marks and effects of their appea- 
rance behind them to prevent the Suſpicion of Fancy or 
Melancholy. WP 

Moreover, it is neither unreaſonable nor improbable 
to think that all the Planets are inhabited by Intelligent 
Beings, and alfo all the other Celeſtial Globes with the 
divers Orbs which are enlightned by them : for tho' 
the Stars are a great Ornament to this Habitatton of 
ours, and of conſiderable uſe too;, for direCting i fach 
as fail the deep, for knowing the* Figure and Pofition of 
the Earth, and the diſtances of places upon ic, 'and for 
calculating and rightly adjuſting time ; yet how can it 
be imagined that this is the only or chief defhgn of ſo 
many prodigions Bodies? The moſt of them are many 
thouſand times bigger than this Terraqueos Globe, and 
therefore it is not to be ſuppoſed that they were contri- 
ved only or mainly to garniſh and beantify the furroun- 
ding Roof of the Firmament, to render it more agree- 
able and delightful tothe fight ;' nor do any of theſe ad- 
vantages which Men draw from what are viſible anſwer 
their greatneſs. And then too, there are an innumerable 
multitude which are not viſible to the Naked Eye; and 
by conſequence deſfign'd for ſomething elſe than = : + 
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efides the Four Satellites of Jupiter, and the Five 
which move about Saturn, there is the Yia Lattea, or 
Milky Way (as it is commonly called) which is that 
bright Circle which paſſeth through the Orb of the fixt 


. Stars, and as *rwere divideth the Heavens into two He- 


miſpheres ; this by the means of Teleſcopes, is found to 
come from a multitude of Stars,at a much remoter diſtance 
than thoſe we ſee, and by reaſon of which diſtance it is 
that their Rays ſtop ſo much ſhort of us, or approach 
us with ſo little force : From whence we may very rea- 
ſonably conclude, that they have but a ſmall Influence 
vpen this our Orb, and muſt have been made for ſome 
other end. id 

We ſhould not be fo preſumptuous as to ſet limits to 
the Creation. It ſavours of Arrogance to determine po- 
fitively how far omnipotent Wiſdom was pleaſed to 
exert it ſelf: And it is only our Pride and Vanity which 
makes us ſawcily confine the Univerſe to this Lower 
World ; that is, to our ſelves, and think that there was 
nothing made but with a particular Reſpect unto vs. 
Though it hath pleaſed the Goodneſs of our Maker to 
advance us above all his Works here upon Earth, and 
to houour us with as great Marks of his Favour, as even 
the higheſt Ranks of Creatures are capable of,” and 
which may be a ſufficient Matter of Admiration to the 
beſt and moſt glorious Spirits: Yet there is no reaſon 
why we ſhould fanſie our ſelves God's Maſter-piece. 
We are ſtill by Nature lower than the Angels, and there 
may be many other Beings beſides indued with  Under- 
ſtanding and Reaſon, and who may have Wiſdom: and 
Knowledge beſtowed on them in different Meaſares and 
Degrees. God hath ſhewed his Wiſdom and Power'by 
a moſt wonderful Diverſity of Beings from the loweſt:to 
the higheſt Degree : As was formerly obſerved, what a 
ſtrange Variety is there of Matter it ſelf? How-many 
Thouſand kinds are there of Vegetatives? The ſeveral 
Species of Animals cannot be.exactly reckoned, /becauſe 
they are not all known, but the number af .whbat is 
8 bz x E 2 known 
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known is very great : Inſeds, creeping things, Beaſts, 
Fowls and Fiſhes, do all partake of the Animal Life; 
but all of them have it not in the ſame perfect degree, for 
they wonderfully differ from each other. How many 
various degrees of Life, Senſe, and we may add even of 
Reaſon too, are there betwixt Man, who poſleſſeth them 
in the higheſt meaſure here, and the Earth-worm or Oy- 
ſter, which ſeem to have them in the loweſt ; and as 
there are almoſt infinite degrees of Perfetion below 
Man, ſo there may be infinite degrees above him. Ab- 
ſtracting from Revelation even Reaſon wilt not allow us to 
think that Man is the higheſt expreſſion of divine Wiſcom 
and Power, or that the Earth is the only Habitation of In- 
telligent Beings; It is more than probable, That as e- 
very part of the Univerſe is filled with Inſtances of Pow- 
er and Wiſdom, ſo that there are difperſed every where 
Beings capable to underſtand and acknowledge the ſame, 
who may wonderfully differ from_one another, and all 
of then from us, as being either altogether without cor- 
poreal Vehicles, or having Bodies o very different 
Natures and Conſtitutions, and Souls of larger Capa- 
Cities. 

The Infinite Love and Kindneſs which God hath ſhew- 
ed to Mankind, was not from any neceſſity he had of 
them ; or becauſe they only are capable to contemplate 
his Works, and to make due Acknowledgments of thoſe 
Perfections which he has manifeſted in and by them: 
But as the Love of God is wonderfully great, and free 
from all prior Obligations, and from all regard to con- 
comitant- Advantages; So it is in this very ſurprizing, 
and -highly to be magnified not only by us, but by all 
Intelligent Beings, that there ſhould be ſuch regard 
had to us, when we are but ſo ſmall a part of his Cre- 
ation, and in all appearance, do bear much the ſame 
Proportion to other Intelligent and Rational Creatures, 
as what the Globe we dwell in doth to the whole ma- 
terial World, which is leſs than the FraQion of the 
Thouſandth part of an Unity to an Infinite —_— 
tnal 
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than the ſmalleſt Atome to the whole Body of the Earth 
or Sun. Andl am very much inclin*d to believe, that the 
Pſalmiſt was poſſeſſed with ſuch thoughts, when he 
broke ont into that Rapture of: Admiration of God?s 
large Bounty to Man, upon his Contemplation of the 
Heavens and Celeſtial Orbs : When 1 confider thy Heavens, 
the Work of thy Fingers, the Moon and Stars which thou haſt 
ordained ;, what is Man that thou art mindful of him, or the 
Son of Man that thou viſiteſt him? Pſal. $ 3, 4. For if 
he had not believed thoſe innumerable Globes above in- 
habited by other Rational and Intelligent Beings, he 
would not have found ſo much reaſon to be tranſported 
with God's Kindneſs to Man by the Sight and Conſide- 
ration of them : Becauſe ſuppoſing them only waſt and 
deſolate places, meer Heaps and Maſles of Brute and 
Inſenſible Matter, Mankind is of more value than they, 
let them be never ſo prodigiouſly great. 

Thus it appears how vaſtly large the Empire of the 
Intelle&tual World may be: But how far ſoever it be 
extended, yet it cannot be too great for the Manage- 
ment. of Infinite Power and Wiſdom, which can never 
be Incumbred by Number, Diverſity, or Diſtances. 

3. As in the material World there. is an admirable 
Harmony, the diſtin&t Globes are made mutually uſeful, 
ſo that the Motions of one cannot be well explain'd but 
with a reſpe@ to the Motion and Situation of others ; 
ſo we may very reaſonably conj2Qure, that the Infinite 


- Wiſdom of God hath eſtabliſhed alſo in the IntelleQual 


World an Order and Harmony, ſuch Relation, Con- 
nexion and Communication amongſt all Intelligent Be- 
ings, as that what is tranſatted amongſt one ſort may 
have a Reference to another, If we admit the Infor- 
mation of ſacred Scripture, both good and bad Spirits 
do often intermeddle with humane affairs, they join 
men [Inviſibly, and perform at the Command or Permiſ- 
fion of God, things of conſiderable Importance in re- 
ference both to the publick and private Perſons, thongh 
we be not ſenſible of what they do. In the Book of 
GE RE 1 E 3 Daniel 
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Datiel we read of Angels, Guardians, and Overſeers of 
particular Kingdoms, who charge themſelves with the 
care of them ; and in other places there is mention of 
Angels ſet about private and particular Perſons. And asthe 
Scripture informs us, That Mankind receiveth benefit by 
the Miniſtry of Angels, ſo we learn from it, that even 
they do receive Inſtruftions from what happens among(t 
men, and do draw from the Tranſattions of this lower 
World, Matter for their Sublimeſt Speculation. St. Pe- 
zer ſpeaking of the Myſteries of Man's Redemption, 
iaith, Which things the Angels deſire to look, into, 1 Pet. 1. 
12. and St. Paul intimateth, That they are made wiſe 
by the Tranſattions of the Church, to the Intent, ſaith 
he, that now unto the Principalities and Powers in heavenly 
Places, might be known by the Church the manifold Wiſdom 
of God. Eph. 3. 10. God can do whatſoever he pleaſeth 
in Heaven and in Earth, and in all other places, not on- 
ly irreſiſtibly, but lawfully or juſtly, becauſe he hath 
an abſolute Dominion over all creatures; and it hath 
pleaſed him ſo wiſely to diſpoſe of all his Creatures, and 
ſo to rule thoſe whom he hath created free and reaſo- 
nable, that each may contribute to the good of another, 
and al} of them together advance the ends for which 
he created them ſeverally. And did we know what 
Communication is betwixt the ſeveral Species of Ratio- 
nal and Intelligent Beings, what References are amongſt 
them, and how much one may be the occaſion of what 
paſſeth amongſt the other, it would admirably clear ma- 
ny Paſlages of Providence which at preſent are obſcure, 
myſterious, and altogether unintelligible. For things 
which are interwoven with other things cannot be well 
perceived, or fully underſtood by viewing each ſingly 
and apart ; but by conſidering them altogether, as they 
have a mutual reſpe& and reference to each other: 
Thus to give the Reaſons of the Government of any 
State, and to ſhew the Wiſdom of its Policy, one muſt 
know not only the Condition of the Place, and the Tem- 
per of the Inhabitants, but alſo their Neighbours, = 
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their Circumſtances too, and what Advantages may be 
drawn from them, or Diſadvantages feared ; the Con- 
ſideration of which can only juſtifie their Alliances, 
which is the Occaſion of important Changes and Com- 
motions, as often as the Internal and Separate Intereſt 
of the State it ſelf. And if one was to explain the Oeco- 
nomy of the material World, and the wiſe Contrivance 
of its Compoſition, it could not be done without con- 
ſidering the whole Frame and the intermixed [Intereſt of 
each part: As for Inſtance, the wiſe Contrivance of the 
Magnitude and Situation of the Sun can only be ſhewed 
by unfolding the Nature of the, other Planets; for ſee- 
ing they have no Light nor Heat but what they receive 
from the Sun, it was neceſlary to contrive it ſo many 
Thouſand times greater than the Planets, and to place 
it in the Center, that by this means each of them might 
be duely illuminated and warmed. 

4. But this Knowledge of the Order, Harmony, Rela- 
tion and Dependency eſtabliſhed amonegſt Intelligent Be- 
ings, ſo neceſſary to clear many Inſtances of divine Pro- 
vidence in the intellettual World, is not to be hoped for, 
at leaſt in this Life. We know little of the Material 
World, except that ſmall part of it which is Inhabited 
by Mankind ; and we can know leſs of the IntelleQual, 
which is Invilible, and as. much removed from the Eyes 
of our Mind as from thoſe of our Body. There can be 
no Teleſcopes or Inſtruments ſufficient to convey our fight 
thither, and to make us capable of taking Obſervations. 
Our Reaſon without the Guidance of Revelation can make 
no Diſcoveries ther2; and there is no Revelation yet 
given full enough to ſatisfie all the Demands which a 
Curious Enquirer may make: Though the Scripture 
be admitted, it doth not light us- very far into the In- 
telletual World ; it only unfolds ſome Important things 
which concern Mankind, but doth not offer to diſcover 
the other parts of this Rational World. Wherefore no 
certain Accounts can be given of it, and all Attempts 
towards it, are vain and preſ{umptuous In 


E 4 0 


56 Of the Manifeſt ation of Providence 


of leſs Credit than the Geography of the Moon, if I 
may be allowed to ſpeak ſo improperly. However, 
this needs not diſcourage the making Obſervations of a 
divine Providence, nor the ſearching for Proofs of. it 
amongſt Mankind ; for though we do not know, neither 
can know what other Intelligent Beings there are, nor 
how far they and we are involved together, ſo as to 
clear the Methods and Meaſures of Providence in this 

/Reſpe@; yet Mankind conſidered by it ſelf, and taken 

” ſeparately from all other Intelligent Beings, doth afford 
very remarkable and demonſtrative Proofs of a Provi- | 
dence -: For it is in the Intelletual as in the Material | 
World, where the Wiſdom and Power of God is viſible 
not only in the Order, Harmony, and Compoſition of - 
the whole Frame ;z but in the Formation of every ſingle 
part. If we cannot reach the divine Wiſdom in Refe- 
rence to other parts of this large Empire of the Inte!- 
Jetual World, yet we may clearly diſcern it in the 
Condudt of our ſelves, as we may ſhew the Wiſdom 
and Policy of a State in reſpect of its own proper Sub- 
jets, without conſidering its Intereſt aad Alliance with 
either neighbouring or remoter States, 

5- Leaving therefore the Intricacies of Providence, 
which concern other parts of the IntelleQual World,let us 
confine our thoughts to Mankind alone, and ſearch out 
the Inſtances of Providence which are to be found there : 
And indeed, here there are ſo many, that one hardly 
knoweth where to begin, or how to make an end. To 
proceed the more orderly, I will follow the Method of 
Providence it ſelf in ſome meaſure, I will begin where it 
did, and trace it in ſome perſpicuous Inſtances, for pre- | 
ſerving and promoting the common peace and welfare | 
of Mankind. 

Firſt, then let it be conſidered how admirably Man- 
kind ard this Lower World are contrived and fitted for 
one another. We may ſuppoſe, either that Man was 
created chiefly on the Account of this World, or that 
all cheſe things were made chiefly for his ſake. As up- 
1 IE "Sp ON 


LIMI 


LIMI 


in the Intellefual World, &Cc. 57 


on the Diſcovery of ſome rich fertile Iſland or part of 
the Continent, Colonies uſually are ſent forth, and Per- 
ſons ſought out proper to cultivate the ſame,and to gather 
the profits of it: So we may think, That God made 
Man chiefly for the Sake of the World and what is in it, 
becauſe he would not have it to lie waſt and deſolate, 
and becauſe he would haye ſome to view and conſider 
his works, and to improve their Vertves and Powers to 
all the ends and uſes of which they are capable. This 
World is as *twere God's Plantation, and Man was de- 
ſfign'd to labour it, and to return the Advantages which 
it yields: To ſerve and promote which Deſign, Man is 
ſuitably qualified, being indued with an underſtanding 


Mind, an inquiſitive Soul, a quick and fertile Invention, 


a wonderful Memory, a profound Judgment and Rea- 
ſon, which can colleft and compare things, and draw 
Inferences from them. Upon this Account, Man-an- 
ſwers the Deſign, I mean he is capable to pur ſue it, he 
is qualified to diſcern the Works of God, and to ac- 
knowledge the Wiſdom, Power, and Contrivance which 
is ſo conſpicuous in them. Nay, there is none other, =t 
leaſt in this lower World, capable of this : And there- 
fore without Man, this World had been defective and 
uncompleat. It wouid have been as uſeleſs as a Magni- 
ficent Palace in a Deſart ; for Beaſts can neither per- 
ceive the Art of Men, nor admire and underſtand the 
Power and Wiſdom of God. To what purpoſe the 
Glory and Magnificence of the Heavens and ſtarry Fir- 
mament, or the diverſified Beauty of the Earth, if there 
had not been one to contemplate them ? For what end 
ſo much plenty of Corn and Graff, ſuch abundance of 
all ſorts of Trees and Fruits, ſuch Variety of Herbs of 
diflerent Vertues, if there had not been an underſtand- 
ing and skillful Perſon to gather them, and to employ 
them to their proper uſes? Why ſo much Treaſure and 
Riches laid up in the Bowels of the Earth, if not one to 
draw it out? Ina word, what ſhould all the World 


_ have ſignified, if there had been wanting a reaſonable 


Creature 
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Creature to explain the Senſe and Meaning, to declare 
the Nature, Properties, and Uſes of things? Wherefore 
Man confidered with a reſpect to this lower World, is a 
laſting and ſenſible Demonſtration of a wiſe God and 
Providence: The Wiſdom of God appears in the firit 
Contrivance of Man, and his Providence by the conti- 
nuing Man in the World, which without him would 
be as a deſolated Iſland, which yieldeth no Advantage 
or Profit. 
Nor doth the Wiſdom and Providence of this God 
appear leſs, when we conſider Man as the chief Deſign, 
and all other things made with a Reference to him. If this 
World was reared up chiefly for Man's uſe, to be an 
Habitation and Place of aboad for him, who is compo- 
ſed both of Body and Soul, it cannot be conceived how 
Wiſdom, or Power, or Goodneſs, could have contrived 
it better, or made it more convenient. Therefore Al- 
phonſo IV. King of Arragon, as he blaſphemed the Power 
and Wiſdom of God, ſo he bewrayed his own ignorance 
when he ſaid, That if he had been called to the divine 
Council, at the making of the World, he could have 
contrived it better. For making the whole Earth habi- 
table, what better Contrivance than its oval Figure, the 
making its Axis ſhorter than the Diameter of its Equator, 
the giving it a dinrnal Motion about its own Axis, and an 
Annual Motion about the Sun in an Ellipfis, but with all 
keeping its Axis ſtill parallcl to its ſelf, and at oblique 
Angles v/iih the Plan ofits Orb? For by this means, all 
parts of the Earth, except what lies about the Poles, are 
ſnpplicd daily with Light and Hear, neceſſary to Life 
and the things of Life; a wonderful Variety of Cli- 
mates are produced, and difterent Seaſons which give 
Hoth Delight and Profit; ſuch places as are neareſt the 
Sun, or moſt expoſed to its Heat by reaſon that the 
Rays fall upon them direCtly, as thoſe upon. the Equa- 
tor and betwixt the Tropicks are preſerved from being 
\ burnt vp, becauſe by the diurnal Motion of the Earth 
the Nights there are equal to the Day, or almoſt as long ; 
an 
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and ſuch as are at a greater diſtance, as what lies with- 
out the Tropicks on either ſide, on which the Rays of 
Light and Heat fall obliquely only, they have this di- 
ſtance and Inconvenience compenſated by the length of 
their Days and Summers. The Surface of the Earth al- 
moſt every-where is made proper and pleaſant for Reſt- 
dence, and richly furniſhed with all things neceſlary and 
uſeful ; there is nothing wanting which is deſirable, ei- 
ther for the ſupport or comfort of Life ; there is plenty 
of all things for ſatisfying either the Senſes of the Body, 
or the Faculties of the Sou]; Diverſity of Objetts to de- 
light the Eye, harmonious Sounds and melodious Voices 
to gratifie the Ear, and Variety of Meats and Drinks to 
pleaſe the Taſt ; there is ſtore of all Materials to build, 
either for Profit, Pleaſure, or Magnificence; there is 
abundance of all ſorts of Furniture, wherewith to make 
clothing either for Uſe or Ornament ; ſufficient Provi- 
ſions for enduring the Severity of Winter and the ſcorch- 
ing Heat of Summer: The Land abounds with Corn- 
fields, pleaſant - Paſturage, delightful Woods, Gardens 
and Orchards ; the Sea is a large Pond for Fiſhes, and 


' the Lakes are leſſer ones; the Air is a vaſt Aviary, which 


puts none to expence; Herbs for Food, and Phyſick 
grow upon the Mountains and in the Valleys, and here 
and there do ſpring up admirable Medicinal Waters 
both for drinking and bathing, to reſtore and preſerve 
Health; in the glorious arched Roof there are ſuſpend- 
ed two moſt beautiful and well adjuſted Clocks for the 
univerſal uſe of Mankind, that by the diſtinguiſhing of 
times they may the better regulate their Afﬀairs: And 
under the Pavement of the Earth, Wealth, Riches, and 
all precious things are treaſured : Seas and Rivers are 
intermingled with the Land, for the more eafie tranſ- 
porting what is deſirable from diſtant Places; and there 
are Horſes, Afles, and other Beaſts of Burden to make 

travelling, by Land convenient. 
In a word, there is all matter of Happineſs within the 
reach of Labour and Induſtry, which is neceſlary for 
exerciling 
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exerciſing the Intelleftual Faculties, and to give Satisfa- 
tion to the mind, which is never ſo well pleaſed as 
when it uſeth its reaſon, and which always takes moſt 
Delight in the things which it ſelf hath wrought. If 
the Neceſſaries and Comforts of Man's Life had been ſcat- 
tered above-ground, and as eaſily come by as the Food of 
other Animals, the diſtance betwixt Man and theſe Ani- 
mals could not be well kept up; the Dignity of the hu- 
mane Nature could hardly be preſerved : For unleſs 
Reaſon be uſed, a ruſty Dullneſs doth o*erſpread it ; 
the Intelletual Faculties turn reſtive, unleſs continually 
employed. The Soul and Spirit of Man is nouriſhed and 
perfected by Exerciſe, but degenerates and dies, when 
It is idle and has no Occaſion of employing its thoughts. 
Wherefore it was and is wiſely provided, to ſet the 
Neceſlafies, the Comforts and Conveniences of Life at 
ſome diſtance from Lazineſs and Sloth, and to hedge 
them about with ſome Difficulties, that while we ſearch 
for them, and labour for the things of the Body ; we 
may at the ſame time, and by the ſame means, improve 
our Intelletual Faculties, and carry on the growth and 
perfeftion of our Souls, which were created for nobler 
ends than eating and drinking, and other Ads of the 
Animal Life: For being they are more perfe&t than 
meer Animals, certainly they muſt be deſfign*d for ſome 
higher State, otherwiſe it muſt be ſaid, that they were 
created to be miſerable, which is inconſiſtent with the 
Goodneſs of God ; for every thing is miſerable which 
cannot have what it aſpires after and is capable of. The 
deſires of the Soul go beyond the Animal Life, its Capacity 
15 larger than to be filled up with finite Objets ; and as 
there 1s no. other infinite beſides God, fo it is evident, 
that God himſelf can only fatisfie the Soul, by commu- 
:icating to it the Knowledge of his infinite Nature and 
Attributes, which he hath done liberally enough in and 
by his manifold Works, which being ſincerely owned 
and acknowledged, ſhould have procured greater Mea- 
tures and Dilcoyerics than what can be had by the 
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ſimple Contemplation of theſe outward material works, 
which were mainly deſigned to prepare us for more 
perfect and more ſpiritual Illuminations: And that we 
might have this neceſſary Preparation to a more perfect 
State, by the Exerciſe of our Rational Faculties and the 
Knowledge of theſe viſible Works of God, therefore 
the Neceſlaries and Comforts of this preſent State are 
ſo diſpoſed of as that we cannot readily obtain them 
without labour and a diligent uſe of our Reaſon, and a 
careful Obſervation of thoſe various things wherewith 
this World abounds. Thus, if we conſider Man as the 
chief Deſign of this lower World, upon whoſe account 
it was made, the Wiſdom of God eminently appears in 
adapting all things to his Nature and Conſtitution, and 
ſo ordering the things of the Body, as that they might 
be uſeful to the Mind : For Man is not as other Animals, 
only Matter curiouſſy and admirably organized and 
actuated by ſomething (we do not know what) which 
wonderfully indeed promoteth the Deſign of the Ma- 
chine, but which aims at nothing elſe, and is uncapable 
of Spiritual Delights and Gratifications. Whereas he is 
indued with a true Rational Mind, he has a divine and 
noble Soul ftritly and inſeparably united to the Body, 
which cannot be ſatisfied with the Acts of a brutiſh and 
ſenſual Life, but is ſtill aſpiring after higher degrees of 
Reaſon and Knowledge. I; was therefore neceſſary ſo 
to contrive the Neceſlaries, Conveniences, and Com- 
forts of the Body, as that they might adminiſter Pleaſure, 
Profit, and SatifaCtion to the Soul, otherwiſe both the 
purchaſing and Enjoyment of them wnuid have been very 
nneaſy to the Soul, would have created it pain and trouu- 
ble; and as this Contrivance demonſtrates the Wiſdom 
of God, ſo the keeping things in this State, ſhews his 
wiſe and watchful Providence, which always conſults 
the good of Mankind ; and if ſome of them abuſe or per- 
vert this wiſe Contrivance of things, the Fault is wholly 
their own, neither the Wiſdom nor Providence of God 
ovght to be impeached for it. 

6. A 
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6. A Second Inſtance of the divine Wiſdom and Pro- 
vidence ſhall be Man's Authority over all other Animals, 
which was firſt given at the Creation, then renewed af- 
ter the Flood, and which is preſerved and kept up to 
this very Day. I need not enlarge upon the Advantages 
which Mankind hath by the Beaſts being ſubje& to them 
for every one underſtandeth them: If but one or two 
Species of them did revolt and caſt off the Yoke they 
would prove too hard for Man, and would make his 
Life very uneaſie, and there would be no reſiſting them 
all. The Fowls of the Air could ſoon deſtroy the whole 
Race of Mankind, if once they ſhould engage in a War 
againſt them. What Deſolation of Countries would 
follow, if Lions, Tygers, Bears, Wolves and other Sa- 
vage Beaſts ſhould break looſe from their Dens ? Some- 
times an Inſurrecticn cf very Rats and Mice have ruined 
a People. And God doth ſometimes permit the Beaſts 
to inſult over Men, to moleſt and diſturb them, that 
they may be the more ſenſible of his Wiſdom, Power 
and Goodneſs in obliging the Beaſts generally to be at ſo 
much peace with him : For there is no mechanical Ac- 
count to be given of this z Beaſts were not conquered by 
Man's Strength, nor ſubdued by his Art and Cunning ; 
they were not reaſoned.'into a League of Servitude out 
of any Proſpect of their own advantage, or from any Senſe 
they had of Man's Merit. Man could have had no law- 
ful or rightful Dominion over the Beaſts and other Ani- 
mals, unleſs it had been freely beſtowed by him who cre- 
ated them ; nor could he have kept the Poſſeſſion of this 
Dominion, he was not capable of forcing their Obedience 
and Reſpect, if God did not maintain and uphold his 
Authority by the free and ſecret Effes of his Power, 
As Man holds the Dominion over theſe fellow Creatures 
meerly by Ged?s Grant and Donation ; ſo they pay their 
Homage of Fear and Obedience only by Virtue of that 
Decree, And the Fear of you and the : dread: of you ſhall be 
»pon'every Beaſt of the Earth, and wpon every Fowl of the 
Air, upon all that moveth upon the Earth, and upon all = 
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Fiſhes of the Sea into your bands are they delivered, Gen. g. 2. 
if this Decree hath not; now an univerſal and uninter- 
rupted Effet; if now and then, here and there, ſome 
Inſtances may be given of Beaſts, revolting and caſting 
off the Fear and Dread of Man, it is not to be wondred 
at; .ſeeing Man himſelf has turned aſide from his Duty 
and Allegiance to God : For God did not deſign Man to 
be an abſolute and independent Lord, when he reſign'd 
to Man the Right and Dominion over his Works, he re- 
ſerved to himſelf a Sovereign Power and Authority over 
both ;- ſo that Man was only conſtituted as *twere God's 
Deputy and Lieutenant, who was to be accountable to 
God, and who was to be reſpeted and obeyed only up- 
on the account of God's Will and Authority, who is 
the abſolute Sovereign of Heaven and Earth. As there- 
fore a King may lawfully recall the Commiſſions of Pow- 
er and Juriſdiction which he hath given to particular 
Perſons when he is informed that they are abuſed ; or may 
iſſue out Orders to limit the Obedience of his Subjects 
in reference to thoſe whom'he hath depnted over them, 
when he underſtands that they are not ſo faithful as he 
expected - So God doth only exert his Sovereign Right 
and Authority, when he diſpenſeth with the: Snbjetion 
of ſome Beaſts towards rebellious and ungrateful Man, 
or commandeth ſome of them now and then to pay no 
regard to him. But becauſe *twould tend to the utter 
Deſtrudion of Mankind, if this Yoke of Subjeftion which 
was laid at firſt upon Beaſts ſhould be entirely broken, 
and if the Fear and Dread of Man ſhould be wholly re- 
moved ; therefore it is'the good Will and Pleaſure of 
God to continue it in a very great meaſyre'; and there 
can be no other natural reaſon or canſe aſhgnd for the 
Authority and Aſcendency which Man hath over Beaſts 
and other Creatures, but only God?s free Will and Plea- 
ſure, which his wiſe and ative Providence cauſeth to 
be obſerved. If this Providence did not interpoſe, and 
ſtrike an awe and terrour into the Beaſts, not only the 
fiercer kind ſhould run upon vs, and tear ns with Fory: 
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but even the tamer ſort ſhould puſh and kick at us, and 
trample us under their Feet. 

7. A Third Inſtance of the divine Care and Provi- 
dence is the ProduCtion of both Sexes in a Number ſuita- 
bly proportioned to each other. One dare not be poſt- 
tive whether the Number of Men and Women is perfeCt- 
ly equal, nor is it eafie to conurny Hae difference, if 
there is any. Some think there are more Men, conſi- 
dering what multitude of Men are employed in the Wars, 
in Navigation, in working of Mines and other uſes and 
exerciſes to which Women are not admitted : Others 
imagine there ſhould be more Women born, becauſe be- 
ing ſhorter liv'd and more ſubjeft to Sickneſs, there 
would be a want of Women if their Number were not 
greater than that of Men. If the Regiſters of Births and 
Burials were exact, one might with ſome pains, calcu- 
late this Matter amongft us: But* no Inferences can be 
made from the Bills of London, becauſe the Children of 
Diſlenters are not taken notice of. I had the Curioſity 
to make Obſervations in the Pariſhes under my Care, 
and do remember to have found 104, or 106 Males born 
for an 100 Females z but whether this held in other pla- 
ces I know not. I obſerved alſo, That taking up the 
Liſts of private Families, there were always more Wo- 
men than Men ; but then this difference may be more 
than balanced by thoſe who live in Colleges and Uni- 
verſitics, and who are abroad following either Trade 
by Sea or the Wars by Land. But we need not ſtand 
upon the Nicety of a preciſe Calculation, it is ſufficient 
to obſerve, 'That the Number of Males and Females is 
pretty well adjuſted, that there is no ſenſible Diſpropor- 
tion betwixt the Number of Men and Women, ſo as to 
make either the one or the other to be uneaſily wanted, 
to the Propagation and Multiplication of Mankind, and 
to the other Advantages of Life, If there were many 
more Men than Women, the Race of Mankind could not 
be well continued, 'twould ſoon fail and decay: If there 
were by far fewer Men, then we ſhould loſe the _ 
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of thoſe neceſſary and uſeful Employments which re- 
quire the Strength and Indefatigableneſs of the Maſcu- 
line Temper : For though the Generality of Men do 

very little excel the Generality of Women either in na- 
1 tural or moral Endowments ; though Women have as li- 
beral a ſhare, as Men, of Senſe, Wit, Memory, Judg- 
| ment, Invention, Subtlety, ard ſuch like Qualifications, 
| and can be as quick and ready with advice on Important 
Occaſions as Men; yet ſetting afide ſome few ſingular 
Inſtances, Women have not that Strength of Bondy, or 
that Vigour of Mind which Men have, and therefore are 
not ſ@ much fitted for Fatigue, Labour, bold and hardy 
Enterprizes: It may be ſaid of Women in reſpet cf 
Men, what is obſervable of Children or Youth, in Com- 
pariſon with thoſe of Riper Years, that the one indeed is 
capable of all things thar the other is capable of, cx- 
cept toil of Body and Application of Mind. Beſides, it 
is evident, That God has neither deſigned Women nor 
framed either their Bodies or Minds for warlike Exer- 
ciſes, the Dangers and Difficulties of travelling either 
by Sea or Land, the Labour of Building, the Hardſhips 
of Agriculture, nor are they made proper for that Stu- 
dy and Contemplation which is neceſlary to extract the 
hidden Treaſures of Knowledge, however capable they 
may be to uſe them when laid before them. Their de- 
licate Temper requires the ſofter Province of Domeſtick 
buſineſs, which they manage more handſomely, and per- 
form with a better Air than Men: To them belongs the 
Care of Families, the bearing and breeding up of Chil- 
dren, and the contriving and providing what is neceſſa- 
ry and requiſite to refreſh and ſupport Man under the 
Toil and various Labours of Life. Ir is therefore ne- 
ceſſary for promoting the ends of Life, and for ſecu- 
ring the Comforts and Conveniences of it, that the Num- 
ber of Men and Women be either equal, or very nearly 
adjuſted, as we ſee they are ; for if either of them was 
diſproportioned, 'twould not be ſo good living in the 
World : But then how comes this ſo proper Adjuſtment 
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whence is it, that Men and Women are equal in Num- 
ber, or that the Number of one is fo well proportioned 
to the other ? This cannot come from Chance, for 
what is conſtant and regular muſt proceed from a better 
Cauſe. This is not to be aſcrib'd to the Care and Policy 
of particular States, for they are more concerned about 
the breeding of Horſe and Cattel, than about propaga- 
ting Mankind z nor doth this happen by the mutual 
Conſent and Agreement of Parents, for Males or Fe- 
males are not left to their Choice z nor can this be rec- 
koned a neceſſary Effe&t of any Order or Law eſtabliſhed 
at firſt : For ſeeing ſome Women bear all Male Children, 
and others all Females, others part of both, and a great 
many none at al}, it is not conceivable how ſo equal an 
Adjuſtment of the Number of Men and Women could 
Proceed from any Law of blind Nature; and therefore 
all muſt be aſcribed to the watchful Providence of God, 
which ſuperintends, amongſt other things, the Births 
and ProduCtions of Mankind, and takes Care that the 
Number of one Sex be always propoitionable to that of 
the other. 

8. But this proves that God ſuperintends the Deaths 
of Men and Women as well as their Births; for if they 
did not go out of the World in equal Numbers as they 
come into it, the Number of the one could not always 
bear fo juſt and reaſonable a proportion to the other. 
And we may add further, as a Fourth Inſtance of Pro- 
vidence near a kin to this, which is the adjuſting of 
Dezths to Births, ſo as that neither the one hinders the 
Multiplication of Mankind, nor doth the other over- 
ſtock the World. Notwithſtanding the common Mor- 
tality of Men, the extraordinary Plagues which now 
and then happen, the great havock and ſlaughter oc- 
caſioned by Wars, and many other Arcidents which 
ſweep Multitudes away, yet Mankind is ſtill multiply- 
ing: According to Sir Wilam Pers Calculation, Man- 
kind doubles it ſelf every 350 Years, which is about the 
Quadruple of one Man's Life, taking 80 or go with the 
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Pſalmiſt for the common Period, ſo that in the Ape of 
any Man who lives the ordinary term of Life, Man- 
Kind encreaſeth a Fourth Part. And yet they never 
row too numerous, which is prevented by the wiſe 
ranſplantation of ſo many out of this World. Parti- 


cular Perſons follow the Swing of their Inclinations with= 


out any regard to Poſterity or the common good of 
Mankind ; and neither they nor Governments have it ' 
ever once under their Deliberation how to balance the 
Number of Men and Women equally, how to ſecure a 
Succeſſion of the humane Race, how to prevent an exceſ- 
ſive Multiplication, or how to keep alive ſo many old 
Perſons as are ſufficient for the Education and Inſtru. 
ion of the young : = make no Laws about theſe 
things, and indeed *twould be in vain to do it, for they 
fall nbt within the reach of Man's Power or Skill. But 
fiow thongh Man takes no thought of any of theſe, yet 
they cannot be better managed, which could never hap- 
pen without a wiſe and powerful Cauſe, that is, with- 
out the Superintendency and Interpoſition of the Al- 
mighty and moſt wiſe God. 

9. Fifthly, Providence wonderfully manifeſts it ſelf 
by giving to each Sex, and to every Individual Perſon 
of either Sex proper and peculiar Marks for diſtinguiſh- 
ing them from one another. Any one may eaſily con- 
ceive what great Confuſion, and how many bad Conſe- 
quences would follow, if neither Sex nor Perſon could 
be diſtinguiſhed by an outward Appearance: Even in a 
ſtate of Innocence Important Miſtakes would beunavoid- 
able, if there were a perfe&t Reſemblance amongſt all ; 
but in the preſent State of Degeneracy and Corruption, 
no Order could be kept, no property ſecured, no Man's 
Right preſerved if there were no Diſtintion of Sexes 
and Perſons. And to prevent theſe many Important 
Abuſes, *twas alſo neceſſary that the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racers ſhould be viſible, not ſecret or eaſily concealed: 
Now what is ſo much neceſſary to the Order, Peace, 
and common Intereſt of Mankind God takes a ſpecial 
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Care of, and has fo wiſely provided it that both. Sex 
and Perſon may, be preſently diſcerned upon ſhewing the 
Face and uttering the Voice, one of , which at leaſt can- 
not be ſhun'd,. and generally both are expoſed before 
any TranſaCttion cap be carried on. To this Purpoſe 
God hath given to Men Beards, and to Women ſmooth 
Chins ; and tho' Cuſtom in this part of the World hath 
brought us to be aſhamed of this ſign of Manhood, and 
to be raſing it daily that it may not appear; yet there is 
no great Occaſion for miſtaking the Faces of Men and 
Women : For beſides the Beard, the Air and Traits of a 
Man's Face is ſo diiferent from a Woman's that no Art 
almoſt can 2lter or diſguiſe them, ſo that the beſt paint- 
cd Beau will appear to be a Man though dreſltd like a 
Woman, as the courſeſt Woman may be eaſily diſcerned 
though cloathed likea Man. And as the Sex 1s thus diſ- 
ccrnible by the Face, ſo by the Voice; for a Man ſpeaks 
reugh and ſtrong, whereas a Woman ſtrikes the Organ 
of the Ear, by ſoit, gentle and more charming. Notes : 
Which makes the Voice and Speech of the one and other 
as caly to be diſtinguiſhed as Baſſe and Trebble. 

But ?rwas neceſlary alſo to give diſtinguiſhing Marks 
to every particular Perſon, as well as to each Sex; 
which accordingly the Wiſdom of God hath ordained 
and his Providence doth conſtantly obſerve, to prevent 
the Miſtakes and evil Conſequences which would follow 
if ic vicre otherwiſe As a Man's Voice may be eaſily 
diſtinguiſned from a Woman's, ſo every Man's Voice 
and every Woman?s Voice may be known ; for all of 
them ſpeak in a different manner : And as to their Faces, 
there are not two Men or two Women in all the World, 
ſo exactly reſembling one another, but that fome diffe- 
rence may be found for diſtinguiſhing them. Sometimes 
there is ſuch a groſs Reſemblance, as to occaſion mi- 
ſtakes amongſt Perſons who do not narrowly obſerve it. 
And I have known ſome Twins, and have heard of others, 
who were ſo like, that not only Strangers could make no 
Diſtin&tion, but their very near Relations were often 

deceived ; 
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deceived : But ſuch Inſtances are very rar?, and there i; 
even in them ſome or other Mark of difference. All 
which is tranſacted by the over-ruling Providence of 
God, for the common good of Mankind, and the pri- 
vate Intereſt of particular Perſons: For if Providence 
did not imprint theſe CharaCtters of Diſtinion, they 
could not have continued ſo long, but ſhould wear 
OUT. 

19. Here perhaps ſome will objeCt that there is no ne- 
ceſſity of the Interpoſition of Providence, for making the 
Individuals of Mankind to differ in their Looks and Voi- 
ces; for theſe Differences do naturally and neceſſarily. 
follow the divers Complexion of Parents, the various 
Diſpoſitions and other Circumſtances of Women in the 
time of Conception and during their Pregnancy, by 
which means their Imagination is diverſly wrought up- 
on, and that as experience ſheweth, has a great Influence 
both upon the Nature and Viſage of the Child : Hence 
it is that an entire Reſemblance is either altogether im- 
poſſible or very difficult, and what muſt rarely happen ; 
ſo that the Diverſity of Faces and Voices may be and are 
formed without any ſpecial Providence. Again, we 
may perceive the like Diverſity, amongſt the Individu- 
als of all kinds of Beaſts and Fowls ; all Horſes, Oxen, 
and Dogs are not alike, a Shepherd can diſtinguiſh his 
Sheep by the Head and by their bleating, as well as a 
School-maſter his Boys, or a Captain his Solders, by their 
ſeveral Countenances and manner of Speech; and if 
Fowls did not differ ſomewhat from one another, how 
could every one of them know its own Mate and keep 
by it? Now It cannot be ſaid that the Imprinting theſe 
Charatters of Diſtinftion upon Beaſts and Fowls, was 
to avoid Confuſion or to ſecure their Property, and 
there is as little Reaſon to ſay that this was intended by 
the differences amongſt Men : But theſe differences hap- 
pening by Chance or otherwiſe, Men make the beſt of 
them and improve them to the common Advantage. 
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I will begin with the laſt part of this ObjeCtion, and 

I ſay firſt, that there js not ſo great a Diverſity betwixt 
the Individuals of the ſeveral kinds of Beaſts and Fowls, 
as betwixt thoſe of Mankind; becauſe 'twas not ſoneedful ; 
And ſeeing theſe Marks of DiſtinQion are wiſely aflign'd 
to every Species of Animals, and contrived more or leſs 
according as the common Good and Intereſt of every 
particular Species required, therefore this cannot be 
the Effect of blind Chance, but muſt be aſcribed to the 
careful Management apd Superintendency of ſome wiſe 
Agent. Secondly, I ſay what Diverſity is found amongſt 
the Individuals of Beaſts and Fowls was neceſlary both 
for their own Sakes and ours: Though theſe Animals 
range in common without Order or Government, and 
one cannot pretend to any Property more than another, 
yet ſceing they are a part of Man's Property, it was fit 
to diſtinguiſh them to preſerve Order and good Govern- 
ment amongſt Men: For an Inſtance, if all Oxen and 
Horſes were perfettly alike, an honeſt and modeſt Own- 
er might be banter*d out of his rightful Poſſeſſion by the 
Impudence of a Villain. And as upon our Account *twas 
neceſlary to give them ſome certain Mark of Diſtinion 
ſo 'twas moſt neceſſary for direCting the Dams to their 
own Young, and the Young to their proper Dams. If 
there were no difference betwixt the bleating of Sheep 
or Goats, then the Lambs and Kids could not diſtin- 
guiſh their Mothers, nor they them, ſo that ſome ſhould 
ſuckle too much while others ſtarved. And becauſe 
Birds are deſign'd to live in pairs, in a kind of conjugal 
State, *©was moſt requiſite to make every one capable of 
knowing its own Mate, that they might not deſert and 
wander from one another. Now is It reaſonable to re- 
jeft 2a wiſe Inſtance of the Divine Providence towards 
Mankind, becauſe we diſcern ſome like Inſtance of his 
wife Care towards Beaſts and other Animals? A Native 
of Hoteztot may as reaſonably conclude upon his being 
here, that our Houſes fell from the Clouds, or did ſpring 
out of the Ground without our Art, becauſe Pigeons 
| | | | are 
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are allotted Dove-coats, Horſes and Oxen Stables and 
Stalls; or he may think that our Children are not edu- 
cated by our Care and Induſtry, or according to the 


Di&ates of Reaſon, becauſe we alſo take Care of the 


breeding of Horſe and Cattle. 

Nor is it more reaſonable (which anſwereth the firſt 
part of the ObjeCtion) to deny this moſt uſeful Diſtin- 
(tion of Perſons to be the ſpecial Effect of divine Pro- 
vidence, becauſe it may alſo be wrought by the help 
of ſecond Cauſes. Is a Painter leſs to be admired and 
praiſed for his fine Stroaks and Diverſity of Figures be- 
cauſe he uſeth a Pencil ? Since the Work of the Creation 
was finiſhed, God generally worketh by natural Cauſes 
but all natural Cauſes are as the Pencil, which without 
the Guidance, Dire&tion, and Determination of the 
Skillful hand of God, cannot produce any regular Pro- 
portion, any handſome Shape or Figure, or any beauti- 
ful Perfeftion. And as we are ignorant how and by 
what means theſe peculiar Characters are conveyed which 
do thus diſtinguiſh Perſons ; ſo it would ſeem that they 
are not the. Effes of pure Nature, for Nature inclineth 
to Similitach rather than to ſuch Diverſity. Hence ir is, 
that all of a Nation have not only one Air, which may 
be thought acquired by Imitation, but alſo they have 
ſome common Traits of Viſage which makes them ge- 
nerally known from others: So Strangers perceive a very 
near and conſiderable Reſemblance amongſt Kindred and 
thoſe who are deſcended from common Parents, though 
thoſe who daily converſe with them are not ſenſible of 
it. Wherefore we may with good Reaſon conclude, that 
this wiſe and uſeful Diverſity of Faces and Voices proceeds 
not from blind Nature, but is an Effeft of the wiſe Pro- 
vidence of God. 

It. And to no other Cauſe can be referred the no leſs 
ſtrange Diverſity of Hand-writings which comes proper- 
ly under this Head. Common Experience thevs that 
though Hundreds and Thouſands were taught by one 
Maſter, and one and the ſame Form of Writing, yet 
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they ſhould all write differently : Whether Men write a 
Court or Roman Hand, or any other, there is ſomething 
peculiar in every ones Writing which diſtinguiſheth ir. 
Some indeed can counterfeit anothers Charatter and Sub- 
ſcription, bur the Inſtances are rare, nor is it done with- 
out Pains and Trouble; nay, the moſt expert and skill- 
ful cannot write much fo exactly like, as that it cannot 
be known whether it be genuine or counterfeited. And 
if the Providence of God did not fo order it,- what 
Cheats and Forgeries would be daily committed, which 
would not only juſtle private Men out of their Rights, 
but alſo unhinge States and Governments, and run all 
into Confuſion. This Diverſity of Hand-writings is of 
mighty great uſe to the Peace of the World, it prevents 
Fraud and ſecures Mens Property, it obligeth the living 
and preſent to Honeſty and Faithiulneſs, it importeth 
the Mind of the abſent, and ſheweth the Will of the dead 
which ought to be ſacredly obſerved : And what is fo 
very uſctul isnot the Effect of any humane Concert, Men 
aid not of themfe]ves agree to it ; they are only carried 
toit by the ſecret Providence of God, who underſtand- 
eth and mindeth what is for the Good and Intereſt both 
of Mankind in general, and of every particular Perſon. 
i2. But Sixthly, The Diverſity of the Genius or Spi- 
rit of the Soul or inward Man, is as great as that of the 
Complexion and Properties of the outward Man; and as 
convincing an Inſtance of Divine Providence. For no 
Phiioſophy can reſolve this, it is altogether unaccoun- 
t:hle by humane Reaſon, and can only be aſſigned to 
the wiſe Providence of God, who ordereth it as moſt 
corzvenient for the common Good, and as being neceſlary 
Lo 174111410 tae Bond of Union and Friendſhip amongſt 
Men, Philolophers (amongſt other curious Enquiries) 
debatz woaetner there be any ſpecifick difference betwixt 
onz Soul en another 3 and the Famous Carteſrus aſlerts, 
That every Mans Soul is not only of the ſame kind, but 
alike, that is, one 13 as capable and perfect as the other : 
And bpon this account, he makes all equal as to their 
ET... | Minds, 
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Minds, and turneth the viſible difference over upon the 
Frame, Texture and Conſtitution of the Body. Which 
is indeed a juſt Conſequence of his Opinion, that makes 


- the Eſſence of a Soul or Spirit to conſiſt in Copgitation, 


as that of Matter in Extenſion: For as every thing 
extended is Matter according to him, and one piece of 
Extenſion cannot be ſaid to be Marrer morethan another 
whatever difference there be as to their external Modi- 
fications ; ſo every thing which thinks muſt be Soul or 
Spirit, and perfectly equal to another thing which thinks 
as to its Eſlence: For Cogitation admits of no Degrees, 
one Thovght is as much Thought as another, the diffe- 
rence of the Subjeft makes no diilerence as to the Eſ- 
ſence of a Thought, or of that which thinks; and fo 
all Cogitative or Thinking Beings muſt be equal, be- 
cauſe they partake equally of the Eflence and Nature of 
Souls or Spirits : Which if admitted, it will follow that 
there are no Spirits ſuperiour to the Soul of Man, as to 
their Nature. But asto the particular Eſſence and Sub- 
ſtance of Souls, we can determine nothing about it, It 
is altogether unknown; and there can be nothing more 
vain or impertinent, than to be peremptory about that, 
of which we have no manner of Idea, or to debate the 
Truth and Probability of Opinions and Hypotheſes, in 
a Matter altogether hid and kept ſecret from us. We 


are certain that we have Souls, or ſomething within vs 


diſtinct from our Body ; it is as evident as that we think; 
for Thoughts cannot be the Effet of meer Matter, nor 
can Matter any ways moved, or artificially modified, be 
capable of ſuch abſtract Ideas, ſuch ſublime Speculations, 
and ſuch vaſt Delires and Inclinations, as we ſenfibly 
perceive in our ſelves. But whether the difference lies 
in the intrinſick Conſtitution or Eflence of Souls, or .in 
ſome ſuperadded Quality ; however it happen, the vi- 
ſible Nature, Properties, and Effe&ts ſhew almoſt as 
great a diſterence betwixt one Man and another, as to 
degrees of Perfeftion, as ſeems to be betwixt, almoſt 
other Animals azd Men, and Men and Angels. w_— 
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aſide ſome few Idiots and natural Fools, all are endued 
with Reaſon and Underſtanding, which is proper to ſet 
them in the rank of reaſonable Creatures, and conſe- 
quently all are capable of a Happineſs above other Ani- 
mals, and qualified to purſue that Happineſs: But all are 
not alike perfe&t, nor are the ſame kinds of PerfeCtion 
diſtributed to every one. 

Some precarious Spirits (like early Fruit) are ripe, 
before others begin to ſet. Some few are capable of all 
things, are ableto maſter all Sciences, and nothing is too 
hard for them: Others have only a Genius for ſome par- 
ticular, which they can cultivate admirably. Some are 
quick at undertaking, and can overcome the firſt Diff- 
culties eaſily, but flagg in the purſuance : Others (like 
reſtive Horſes) are hard to work up, but once heated and 
ſet a going, they move eaſily and ſucceſsfully. Some con- 


ceive well, but cannot expreſs themſelvesclearly : Others . 4: 


have little Invention, but can ſay well what another has 
ſuggeſted. Some are accurate at reaſoning; others 
powerful at perſwading. Some are witty, but not ſolid 
or judicious; others are wiſe withaut Briskneſs of Wir. 
Some have their Wit, Judgment, and Expreſſion ready 
at all times, and can of a ſudden jump into the Exerciſe 
of them; others have no ſuch extemporary Gifts, but 
being allowed-ſome little Premeditation can reaſon unan- 
{werably, judge exaCtly, and expreſs themſelves almoſt 
beyond a Poſlibility of CorreCtion. Some are altogether 
for Contemplation; others for Aftion, and a third ſort 
can partake of both. Some excel in Judgment, others 
in Memory, and ſome have both in good Meaſure, In a 
Word, great is the Diverſity of Spirits ; and every Man's 
Spirit differs ſomewhat from anothers ; and that too, 
even where there ſeems to be a near Relation and Agree- 
ment: For inſtance, thoſe of a Mechanical Genius, ſome 
are for Woad, others for Metal or Stone ; ſome work 
fine curious ſmall things, others chuſe what is groſs and 
bulky: And thoſe who have a Genius for Engraving, 
Drawing, or Painting; ſome are for Figures, others 
Hiſtory, 
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Hiſtory, others Proſpeftive and Landskip, and others 
PiAures ; again, ſome are happy in framing the Deſign, 
others jn obſerving the Proportions, and the Excellency 
of a Third ſort is the Shadows. So that there are re- 
markable differences amongſt thoſe of the ſame Genius. 
Now this Diverſity neither follows nor proceeds from 
the Temperament of the Body, at leaſt it cannot be ſaid 
to be the total cauſe of it: For though it may be con- 
ceived that a melancholy Conſtitution renders one alittle 
dull and flow, as the Sanguine may contribute to make 
another quick and ſprightly ; yet it is not to be imagined 
that the Body ſhould, or doth determine to Speculation 
rather than to Practice, or to this rather than to that, 
or to one ſort of Speculation rather than to another. 
What can there be in the Body, which favoureth Ma- 
thematicks rather than Hiſtory ? Philoſophy rather than 


:  theStudy of Words and Languages? Law rather than 


Phyſick ? Or to be one of theſe rather than the other ? 
Why ſhould the Body take mare Pleaſure in Labour 
than in Study ? And why ſhould one Art and Trade be 
more acceptable to a particular Conſtitution than ano- 
ther? Do we not ſee Men of all Complexians and Con- 
ſtitutions in every Trade, Employment, and Profeſſion ; 
and therefore the Genius and vehement Iaclinations to 
particular Arts, Trades, and Studies, proceed not from 
the Body, but flow from the Spirit. 

Nor do Men derive their Genius and Inclinations from 
their Parents, for Children do not often reſemble their 
Parents in this Matter, and for the moſt part are very 
unlike them. Active Men have ſoft Sons, and ſome 
wiſe Men are both the Children and Parents of Fools. 
The Son often diſguſteth his Father?*s Trade which he 
knoweth to be lucrative, and preferreth another of 
which he has no Experience. Which alſo ſhews that 
Genius and Inclination is not the Effet of Education, nor 
inſpired by a deſire of Gain, Honour, or other outward 
Advantages,which attend particular Arts and Profeſſions :_ 
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of Ambition and Covetouſneſs, the particular Genius of 
Men doth diſcover it ſelf; nor can they be diverted 
from their Inclination, either by Promiſes or Threat- 
ning, by Hardſhips or Difficulties A natural Poet 
liſpeth Verſe almoſt as ſoon as he begins to ſpell, always 
before he know any thing of the Art ; when another 
who hath ſtudied it, cannot force out one tolerable 
good Line. A mechanical Spirit even at theYage of 
Three or Four will be continually a whetting Stick and 
he who has a Genins for War, cannot be fixed to any 
other Employment, though he ſee daily many come from 
it without Arms and Legs, and only rich in Wounds 
and Scars. So natural is Mens Genius to particular 
things, that there is no forcing it; the very Attempt 
ſeldom fails to -ſpoil the Perſon, and to render him 
good for nothing, which otherwiſe might have been 
eminent for ſomething. 


Wherefore, all things duely conſidered, this Diverſi ity | 


of Spirits 1s immediately from God, who is the ſole Au- 
thor of every good Gift, who indeed oiveth to all libe- 
rally, and who alſo giveth to every one only according 
as he himſelf thinketh fir. To one he giveth the Spi- 
rit of Government and Counſel, to another the Spirit of 
War, on one he beſtows Wiſdom and Underſtanding for 
diſcerning Truth, on another an eloquent Tongue for 
inſtructing and perſwading. He inclines ſome Men to 
Meditation and Study, and others he inſpires, as Bezalcel 
and Aholiab, for curious Works in Wood, [ron, Braſs, 
Silver, Gold, Linen, Wool), and Silk. The Skill and 
Diſcretion of the Husbandman in plowing and ordering 
his Ground, and ſowing his Seed, is from God, as it is 
ceclared, Iſa. 28. 26. and ſo is all other natural Gifts 
wh rſnever, which he diſtributes variouſly, to different 
Men, in diffzrent Meaſures, that the Glory ofthem may be 
givento him: And for this end alſo he entails no particular 
Gilt or Spirit upon any Tribe, Family, or Order of Men, 
but ſcatters every Spirit through all. Hence it is, to hum- 
ble thoſe of the higheſt Quality, that they __ 
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think themſelves better than other Men, he doth ſome- 
times beſtow on the Children of them who held the 
Plougb, and on the Men of low Degree, Underſtanding 
and Prudence, and Courage, and even Greatneſs of Spi- 
rit, and all other Endowments far above what ſome of 
them poſſeſſed notwithſtanding of the Advantages of 
their Birth and Breeding. 

And as all theſe things are wrought by the Spirit of 
God, ſo by dividing thus ſeverally to every Man as:he 
willeth, he both declares his free and abſolute Power, 
and alſo ſhews his wiſe Providence towards Mankind - 
For this Diverſity of Gifts and Spirits is uſeful and neceſ(- 
ſary. to the common good, and this. Diſtribution of di- 
vers Gifts to divers Men is better and more wiſe, than 
if all had been given to every one. If every one had 
poſleſled all, and none had a greater Inclination to one 
thing more than another, then no Art or Science could 
have been carried on to any Perfection : For the finite 
Nature of Man, makes him uncapable of all things at once, 
nay he cannot intend and attend well many things at the 
ſame time; and his Life being ſo ſhort, it is not compe- 
tent for a ſucceſſive Purſuit. We ſee that they who have 
a Genius for different things, are generally inconſtantin 
their Actions, they cannot be fixed to any thing, and are 
never ſo uſeful to themſelves or others, as one of an in- 
ferior Spirit, whoſe Inclinations tie them to one particu- 
lar, which he improves carefully. Moreover, Necellity 
and-Conveniency could not have obliged Men to agree 
by common Conſent upon a Diſtribution of thoſe Em- 
ployments and Studies which our. Life and preſent State 
require, if every one had been capable of all, and no 
particular Propenſity in any: For in that caſe all would 
have aimed at the beſt and nobleſt things, and none would 
have humbled himſelf to mean and ſervile Offices, which 
are no leſs neceſſary than the other. Or if force can be 
ſuppoſed in ſuch a State of perfect Equality, where there 
was none more knowing, more prudent, more eloquent; 
more reſolute, or more capable of manzging his Ow 

than 
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than another, but all alike; then he who had the Mis- 
fortune to be over-powered by others, would have pi- 
ned away his Life in the Senſe of his Miſery ; whereas 
now Genius and Inclination not only determine Men, 
and oblige them to apply their Minds to different Pra- 
ices, but alſo they cauſe them to do it freely with Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaftion. As the natural Body is made beau- 
tiful by the Compoſition of many Members, admirably 
tempered together, that they may be mutually ſervice- 
able ; even ſo, God hath deſigned to incorporate Mati- 
kind into one Body, and to make of them one common 
Society ; and\therefore that the Union may be ſtrit and 
perpetual, he\harh moſt wiſely diſtributed divers Gifts 
4tid Qualificati6ns to ſeveral Perſons; though all of them 
be either neceſſary or uſeful to each individual Man ; for 
by this Means, Love and a friendly Correſpondence be- 
twixt all is ſecured, and the Neglet or Contempt of 
any is prevented. 

Nor doth the manner of this Diſtribution adminiſter 
occaſion for grudging and envying. Not for grudging 
and murmuring, becauſe none of theſe particular Gifts 
is eſſential to any particular Perſon ; without theſe, all 
poſſeſs all that is proper to reaſonable Creatures, all 
that is capable to render them troly happy. For theſe 
divers Gifts, now under Conſideration, are not neceſlary 
to the private and perſonal. State of particular Men, but 
are only neceſſary and uſeful to the common State'of 
Mankind in this World eſpecially. Wherefore as Man- 
kind in common have all Reaſon, to acknowledges the 
Bounty and Goodneſs of God, in beſtowing theſe Gifts 
vpon Men, ſo no particular Perſon can juſtly complain 
of any Injury done to him, becauſe there is nothing with- 
holden which is neceſſary to his reaſonable Nature, or 
proper to the Attainment of true Happineſs: And as 
there is no reaſon to murmur againſt God, ſo no place 
for either Contempt or Envy : For theſe divers kinds of 
Gifts, like the ſeveral Members of the Body, are all of 
them uſeful and neceflary; each of thent deferves to be 
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cheriſhed, and merits Reſpe& ; and if there ſhould hap- 
pen a Conteſt about the Preference, it could hardly be 
decided, becauſe there is alſo ſome particular Excellency 
in every one. A Deciſion of this Afﬀair, if Juſt, ſhould 
be in Favour of the moſt uſeful; and then perhaps ſome, 
which now are firſt in the common Vogue and Eſteem, 
ſhould be ſet in the 1aſt place. 

But to return to the point in hand, that this Diver- 
ſity of Gifts and Spirits is only from God, and ſo doth 
prove his continued Providence. This ſhall further ap- 
pear, if we conſider how arbitrary the Effuſion of theſe 
Gifts is, both as to time and place. lt is evident, that 
all Nations are capable of theſe, none can deny this, 
ſeeing every Nation has produced all ſorts of Spirits, 
and Men of every kind of Genius. Now if Genius and 
Spirit could be propagated ; if theſe flowed from the 
Temperament and Conſtitution of the Body, then all 
Nations ſhould have flouriſhed alike through all the Pe- 
riods of time; every Nation ſhould have been equally 
illuſtrious, in every Age, by the Genius and Spirit of 
fts People. But behold it has happened quite otherwiſe, 
for there has been a kind of Circulation of theſe Gifts 
and Spirits through the ſeveral Nations and People of 
the World, Sometimes one Nation has beeri eminent, 
and ſometimes another. At one time we find a Nation 
and People to have been moſt flouriſhing in Valour, and 
Wit, and Learning, and all manner of Arts and Scien- 
ces, and at another time the very ſame Nation dull and 
ſtupid, without Life and Action, with ſcarce one of 
Senſe and Spirit in it, to manage their Afﬀairs, or to look 
to their common Intereſt, Egypt was once the Seat of 
all Wiſdom and Learning, whither all (who thirſted af- 
ter Knowledge) travelled for their Emprovement. But 
he would loſe his Labour, who ſhould for this purpoſe 
now undertake a Journey thither. Who, from the pre- 
ſent State of Greece, could ever gueſs that it had given 
Birth and Nouriſhment to ſo many ſubtile and ſublime 
Philoſophers, to ſo many excellent and witty _—_ - 
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ſuch eJoquent Orators, to ſuch' jydicious Hiſtorians, to 


ſuch wiſe Politicians, and to ains of ſuch Valour 
and Condutt, as ever {ince have been thought worthy of 
Imitation ? Ir is not very long ago lince Spain did dictate 
to the reſt of the World, Senſe, and Wit, and good 
Breeding, and all kinds of Science and Learning ! Other 
Nations traded with them for theſe things, and fondly 
bought up what was written by a Spaniard, or tranſla- 
ted from the Spaniſh Language. And indeed it appears 
that their Reputation had a good Foundation; for hy 
Thoughts are generally juſt and ſolid, founded upon the 
Nature of things, and their Wit was not ſo airy and 
fanciful, nor lying ſo much ina turn of meer Words and 
Phraſes, as that of another Nation, whoſe Spirit has 
been for ſome time predominant. But, now, by all the 
accounts we have of Sparn at preſent, there is not to be 
found amongſt the Men ( whatever be in Libraries ) 
either Traces of ancient Learning, or figns of Modern 
Emprovement, though the Dominions of Spain be fo 
large, as that it is ſaid,the Sun doth never ſet upon them ; 
which ſhews that their Spirits may have matter enough 
with which to exerciſe themſelves; yer ſo much are 
their Souls now pent up by Ignorance and Dullneſs, that 
it would ſeem they both have quite forgotten the for- 
mer Days, and are altogether inſenſible of the preſent 
State of the World, It is not yet 300 Years ſince ſuch 


a Night of groſs Ignorance overſpread the World, 


that the Learning of one now adays, of but two or 
three Years ſtanding at School ſhould have amazed the 
Neighbourhood : Which Darkneſs was diſpelled of a 
ſudden by ſome eminent Lights which God raiſed up; 
for by the means of a very few Men, who were indeed 
wonderful Inſtances, -how far ones Genius may be ex- 
tended, and how indefatigable his Spirit; I ſay, by the 
means of theſe, and the late uſeful Invention of Print- 
ing, all Arts. and Sciences were recovered inſtantly to a 
very confiderable Height, nay not- much inferiour to 
what it is at this Day, notwithſtanding of the Pretences 
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of the preſent above former Ages. For though there 
be now a greater number of knowing Men, by the ſpread- 
ing of Knowledge, and the multiplying of Books ; yet 
Knowledpe it ſelf has not made many more ſolid Ad- 
vances, than what was at firſt about two Centuries ago, 
when the Aids were not half ſo many, nay ſcarce any at all. 

To inſtance in the Belle Letrre and Critical Learning, 
ſo much in vogue at preſent, is there any now equal to 
Eraſmus? Who, in a time of great Ignorance, and un- 
deFereat Diſcouragement, by the mere ſtrength of his 
own Genius, ſtudied the Ancient both Hiſtorians and 
Poets, retrieved the Knowledge of the Cuſtoms, Words, 
and way of ſpeaking in former Ages, and who arrived 
at a great Purity of the Latin Tongue, while all about 
him every where ſpoke nothing. but the groſleſt Bar- 
bariſm. Is the Knowledge of Greek and Latin carried 
further, than what it was by the great Srephen, as ap- 
pears by his two laborious Works, the Theſaurus Linguz 
Grece, and the Theſaurus Livguz Latine? What are all 
the Notes and Illuſtrations of the Claſſick Authors, but 
Tranſcripts and Compendiums of the firſt Commenta- 
tors? And are not the firſt Tranſlations of the Greek 
Authors as juſt as the later ones? Nay theſe are only the 
other with ſome {mall Amendments. I inſtance in this 
kind of Learning, becauſe ic ſeems to have been the 
firſt which was reſtored, and that which ſet Men upon 
the ſearch of other Sciences ; whence alſo, without 
doubt, Inſtances may be adduced to prove that the firſt 
Authors of this laſt period of Knowledge made morecon- 
ſiderable Advances, than thoſe who came afterwards ; 
for the firſt laboured under great Difficulties without 
Aſſiſtance, whereas the laſt built upon the Foundation 
which they laid. 

. The Progreſs of Learning was very ſmall and inconſi- 
derable before the Reformation ; all the Diſcoveries be+- 
fore this, were but as the firſt Dawnings of the Mor- 
ning, which is not very diſcernible: The clear and full 
light of humane and natural Knowledge, after the laſt 
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great Night of Ignorance, did ariſe with what is divine, 
to ſhew that Ged is the Authour of the one as well as of 
the other; and that the ſureſt and readieſt way to all 
uſeful and ſolid Knowledge, is to aim at the Glory of 
God, and to ſtudy right and juſt Apprehenſions of him 
and his holy Will, And becauſe then, the Obſtacles 
were many, the Difficulties very great, and the Aſſiſt- 
ances very few, therefore, God at that time did give the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Stu- 
dy and Application, and what elſe 1s neceſſary for pro- 
moting Knowledge, in greater meaſure, than what has 
been beſtowed almoſt upon any ſince: For extraordinary 
Gifts are not neceflary, when ordinary ones is ſufficient ; 
Manna was not given after the Iſraelites came into Ca- 
aan, becauſe not then needful as in the Wilderneſs ; 
and Inſpiration ceaſed, when the means of all ſaving 
and uſeful Knowledge was eſtabliſhed. Now can this 
difference of mens Capacities ? Can this vaſt difference 
of the Genius of the World, at one time and another ? 
Can this ſo different temper of one and the ſame Nation 
in different times; I ſay caa theſe he aſſign'd to any other 
cauſe, but the Arbitrary and Wiſe Providence of God ? 
Who for ſecret Reaſons unknown to us, worketh dif- 
ferently in Men, upon Men, and by Men. 

13. Before I leave{his Head, I defire that there may 
be a particular Conſideration had of that Genius and 


Spirit which is for projeCting,and which conduceth to the ' 


forming and contriving Deſigns. Though the Perſons 
who poſleſs this Genius and Spirit, ſometimes are not 
in the higheſt Eſteem for Solidity of Judgment, yer 
none are more uſeful ; for they are as the Springs which 
ſet the reſt-a going, and if it had not been for them, 
the World had never been the better for the Capacities, 
Powers, and Faculties with which many are endued. 
It is this which awakencth the Spirits of other. Men, 
which obligeth them to unite and exert their Forces for 
the common good of Mankind : And by this, Vaſt and 
Magnificent Fabricks have been ereted without laying 
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a heavy Burden upon any ; profitable ManufaQtures have 
been ſet up, an uſeful Correſpondence amongſt Man- 
kind eftabliſhed, and both Trade and Government put 
into admirable Methods of an caſte Management, Be- 
ſides what hath been ſaid to prove that every particular 
Genius and Spirit is of God, it doth further appear that 
this is from him, firft becauſe they who have it are aft- 
ed by a kind of divine Impulſe which makes them reſt- 
lefs until they have gained their delign, notwithſtanding 
all the Baffles, Difficulties, and Diſcouragements which 
they meet with : And it is no ſmall Diſcouragement that 
Projectors have generally ruined themſelves while they 
contrived Advantage to others. Why ſhould one di- 
ſturb his own Peace, and trouble himſelf to ſerve others 
who are not very ſenſible of the Favour, if there were 
not ſomething of Providence in it ? which in the next 
place appears from the Junfure of time and other Cir- 
cumſtances : For the uſe and advantage of the Projeft, 
being plain and evident, how comes it that it was ne- 
ver thought on before? Why ſhould this Man rather 
than another move for it ? Seeing there are many others 


no leſs capable, Why ſhould the Diſcovery of a new 


World fallen ſo late? And why Columbus to have pro- 
jected it rather than another ? What moved him to leave 
bis ſettled Reſidence amongſt his Friends, and his cer- 
tain Employment in his own Country, and to wander 
about for Aſſiſtance to an uncertain, dangerous, and dif- 
ficult Undertaking ? And what clearer Evidence had the 
King of Spain for entertaining the Motion, more than 
the King of England, the State of Genova, and others ? 
No other Anſwer can be given to this and ſeveral other 
Inftances, but only that the Providence of God fo or- 
dered and determined it. 

' 14. Which ſuggeſts a Seventh Inſtance of a Divine 
and Particular Providence, from the admirable and 
uſeful Inventions for furthering the Advantages and Con- 
veniences of Life, which is but little taken noticeof : Far 


theſe are not the Produfts of huniane Reaſon, nor can 
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Man be faid to be the Author of them. In regard of 
Men, they are Reperta not [venta ;, found, not deviſed ; 
lighted on without Inqueſt or Deſign, as Arab found 
the Mules in the Wilderneſs when he was not looking 
for them, Ger. 36. 24. The firſt Hint and Occaſion 
was given by Providence, and Man's part was no more 
but the Application and working out of what was thus 
ſuggeſted: As in a piece of Workmanſhip, the Contri- 
vance muſt be aſcribed to the Maſter, though the Ap- 
prentice may have the Praiſe of making it. And to baf- 
fle the Pride of Men, to take from them all Pretences to 
Vanity, and that God and not Man may have the Glory, 
therefore theſe uſeful things have been diſcovered for 
the moſt part by Perſons of all others leaſt ſufficient, 
and at times of all others moſt unlikely and improper. 
Thus Gunpowder which is ſo profitable for War was 
fallen upon by, not an Ingeneer or one who had his 
Head upon Warlike Deſigns, bat a Monk, in a time when 
a Warlike Spirit was not very predominant : Whereas 
it was more agreeable to the times of Alexazder, Ceſar, 
and Pompey, when all the World was engaged in War, 
and when the greateſt Wits were exerciſed how to de- 
viſe the moit effeual means, either of defending them- 
ſelves, or offending their Enemies. Brimſtone and Salt- 
petre. the chicf Ingredients of Gunpowder, were well 
enough known in thoſe Days, yet it never came into their 
Heads to mix them together. The Art of Printing 
which is foealie and uſeful, eſcaped the fertile and ſub- 
Lile Invention of the Egyprians, the Wiſdom of Solomon, 
the Wit of Athens and Rome, though all of them uſed 
Seals which feem naturally to ſuggeſt it; and at laſt, 
ina Lime of great Ignorance fell into the Hands of a 
common Tradeſman. I am alſo fully perſwaded that 
Writing and the firſt uſe of Letters was by divine Inſpi- 
ration, whether to A70/es or to any before him, I will 
not determine : But I think it 1s evident, that the uſe of 
Letters is poſteriour to Hieroglyphicks, which ſymboli- 
C2} way of conye2ying wile and moral InſtruQions 1 ap- 
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prehend was uſed, becaule they could not write Words : 
However, 1 will not in{iſt on this ConjzAuure, and 1 do 
leave the Verity of it to the Judgment of Antiquaries. 
It is certain, that the Art of Navigation was not attem- 
pted before Noah's Ark, as is evident from both Scri- 
pture and Pagan Authors: Wherefore Horace calls Sea- 
men Audax Japeti Genus. And though the Phenicians 
practiſed this Art very much, yet they could not bring 
it to the preſent Perfeftion, to which it has arrived by 
the occalional Diſcovery of the Loadſtone: Which ad- 
mirable and uſeful Stone God reſerved in ſecret until 
theſe laſt Days, that he was to give a more plentiful 
Meaſure of the Spirit of Trade and Commerce, and to 
unite by an eaſie Correſpondence the remoteſt parts of 
the Earth. Though Glaſs be artificial, yet the Inven- 
tion is not owing to Man, but to Providence by the ac- 
cidental burning a Ship upon the Sand, as ſome report 
it. And the Improvement of Glaſs firſt into SpeQtacles 
for aiding the Sight, was occaſioned by looking through 
Ice as others very probably give out; as the further 
Improvement of it into Teleſcopes was from a mere - 
Block- head, if the Relation of Carreſizz be true: But 
though it be admitted, that the firſt Tele/copes were 
deviſed by Men of more Senſe as others relate, yet the 
Invention is late, and by any thing which appears mere- 
ly accidental. Which is an upbraiding Inſtance how 
little Man can do until Providence ſet it before his Eyes. 
Strange that the ingenious Archimedes, and all the reſt 
of the Mathematicians could not deviſe ſooner, by all their 
SnHeculation and Art, what is fo uſcful to them! Were 
not the Opticks and Dioptricks ſtudied before? Or being 
ſtudied, how came it thar it never fell into their Heads 
to make an Experiment about Glaſs for illuſtrating and 
demonſtrating their Notions? Eſpecially, conſidering 
that it was obvious to them both that Glaſs was dia- 
phanous, capahle to receive and convey the Rays of 
Light; and alſo that there is in the Frame of the Eye, 
the Chryſtalline Globe ſo reſembling Glaſs, as doth 
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plainly ſuggeſt the making ſome Experiment, which yet 
was never done till theſe later Days. But to give an 
Inſtance yet more pat, what is more common or more 
neceſſary than Bread, which cannot be made without 
grinding Corn into Meal, and yet the eafte and conve- 
ntcent way of doing it by Wind and Water-Milts is a 
hate Invention : For ſeveral Thonſand Years It was only 
done by the Hand, and in many places at this day they 
do it no othetwiſe, which is very troubleſome and in 
no wile ſpeedy. What a Fronble and Impediment wasit 
fo the Roman Legions, and other ſuch vaſt Armies as the 
Ancients ufed to lead out into the Fields, when the Soldiers 
carricd both their Corn, and the Hand-Mills with which 
they were to grind it. And we muſt not gndervalue thoſe 
in the firſt Ages of the World; for it is evident, that 
their Underftandings were as great, and their Spirits 
as Capable as thoſe of the preſent Generation : But we 
maſt attribute to Frovidence any advantage which theſe 
Jater Ages have by the many uſeful Inventions, which, 
without the divine Providence fo ordering it, had been 
as little known to us asto them. Why the Diſcovery of 
ſo many uſefu} things ſhould have been put off till theſe 
later Days, 1s a ſecret which we cannot know, this, as 
ether ways of God, is unaccountable and paſt finding out. 

The fore- mentioned Inſtances are not all that can be 
given, many more might be brought from Phyſick and 
other Sciences. But theſe are ſufficient to our purpoſe, 
which is vo ſhew that God has not deferted the World, 
but doth ſtil exerciſe a ſpecial Providence in managing 
the Aﬀeirs of Mankind, and when his Wiſdom ſees it 
fir, he doth ſer them upon proper and admirable ways 
of advancing their common good and intereſt. Theſe 
things cannot be aſcribed to Man himſelf, for he never 
had them in his Head, he was not ſearching after them 
but only occaſionally found them. Indeed Columbus 
aimed at a New World, and the Diſcovery of it was 
the Effect of his Voyage, bat this was after that ir was 
\oggeſted to him by ſeveral things : But moſt if not _ 
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of the other Inventions were not at all intended by the. 
Men who firſt produced them ; and the Nature and Ef- 
fefts of theſe things are too important to be laid on 
chance or no cauſe. Frequent Hits of great Wiſdom, 
Deſign and Contrivance muſt have ſome wiſe Authour, 
who can be no other but God, who knows all things, 
underſtands the Nature, Vertue, Uſes of all his Works, 
and how far their Powers may be extended, and who 
being always preſent knows alſo when it is fit to make 
the Diſcovery to Men, And becauſe Man is apt to be 
lifted up with Vanity, and to arrogate to himſelf what 
is due to God, therefore he diſcovers theſe things at 
times when they are leaſt expected, to Perſons who had 
no thought of them, and by Means and Inſtruments in 
the Eyes of Men very improper and unſufficient; He 
chuſetb the fooliſh things of the World to confound and put to 
ſhame the wiſe, andthe weak things of the World to confound 
the mighty, that no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence, that 
the viſe Man may not glory in his Wiſdom, nor the mighty 
Man in his Strength, nor the rich Man in his Riches, but 
that every Man may glory in the Lord. 

15. To —_ to the Manifeſtations of Divine Pro- 
vidence, we may reckon as an Eighth Inſtance of it, the 
ſecret Diſpoſal of Money ſo as to keep up the due Value 
of it, notwithſtanding the continued PraCftice of Men to 
make the World abound with it. When the Uſe of Mo- 
ney began, is uncertain: The firſt time we read of it is 
Ger. 23. when Abraham weighed unto Ephron four hundred 
ſhekels of ſilver, currant Money with the Merchant , which 
ſhews that it was then univerſal, and conſequently nor 
a new or very late thing: For things become not uni- 
verſal in an Inſtant. This was about 429, or af 
moſt 483 Years after the Flood, therefore the 
Uſe of Money did take place ſhortly after it; or which 
I think more probable, it was before the Flood it ſelf, 
for we read of Gold and Silver in the Antidiluvian 
World; and without doubt Men then barter?d with one 
another, for ſuch things as their Neceſlity, Luxury, or 
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Vanity required : All theſe things were not neither could 
be common, but diſtinguiſhed by Right and Property ; 
and nothing can be imagined ſo proper as Money to pur- 
chaſe what was in another's Poſſeſſion. Whenever the 
Ute of Money began, it was an adinirable Contrivance 
for rewarding and encouraging Induſtry, for carrying 
on Trade and Commerce certainly, eaſily, and ſpeedily ; 
for obliging all to employ their various Parts and ſeve- 
ral Capacitics for the common good, and engaging every 
one to communicate the Benchit of his particular Labour 
without any Prejudice to himſelf. Therefore Lycurgrns 
committed 2 great errour in forbidding the Uſe of Gold 
and Silver in the Common. wealth of Lacedemon ; what- 
ever Wiſdom he had, by this he ſhewed that he did 
not nnderſtand Men, nor the World, nor the preſent 
State of things ſufficiently. Covetouſneſs or an inordi- 
22te Love of Money is vicious and the Root of much 
evil, and ovght to be remedied ; but the Uſe of Money 
is neceſlary, and attznded with' manifold Advantages. 
Where Money has not yet taken place, where the Uſe 
of it has not yet been introduced, Arts and Sciences are 
not cultivated, nor any of thoſe Exerciſes plied which 
polite mens Spirits, and which abate the Uneaſineſs of 
Life : Men there are brutiſh and ſavage, none minds any 
thing bur eating and drinking, and the other Ats of 
brutal Nature; their thonghts aſpire no higher than 
roerely to maintain their Life and Breath ; like the Beaſts 
they walk abroad all day Ionvg, and range about from 
place to place only to ſeek their Food, Whatever may 
be ſuppoſed to follow if all were ated with great Gene- 
roſity and true Charity, yet according to the preſent 
Temper of Markind, it is abſolutely neceſſary that 
there be {;>Te Method and Means of Commutation as 
thar of Mconcy, for rendring all and every one mutually 
nſeſul and ſerviceable. But as the Uſe of Money thus 
+ppears, fo it can orly have this Uſe and ſerve theſe 
£nds by Keeping up the Value of Gold and Silver to a 
: Eafotizble- Standaid ; For if Gold and Silver were as 
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cheap and of as little value as Straw and Stubble, Sand 
or Stones, they would be of no more Uſe for Bartering 
and Commerce; and Gold and Silver would be of as 
little value, if they were as common and ealie to come by, 
as they would by this time have been moſt common and 
contemptible if all that was digged out of the Bowels of 
the Earth was extant and ſtill amongſt Mens Hands. Ir 
is ſaid, 1 Kings 10. That Silver was nothing accounted of 
in the Days of Solomon, for he made Silver as Stones: And 
*rwould have been ſo every whereat this Day if all had 
remained that was brought from under Ground : For 
Men have always digged for Gold and Silver molt gree- 
dily, from the beginning they have been turning up the 
Earth where they ſuſpefted they were hid. Neither 
did they labour in vain, for they found incredible Trea- 
ſures. It is ſaid, That Solomon had brought him from 
Ophir every Year in Ingots, Six Hundred Sixty Six Ta- 
lents of Gold, that is, Forty One Thouſand Two Hun- 
dred Ninety Two Pounds Weight, beſides what was 
paid him in Tribute, and Taxes from the Kings of Ara- 
bia, and other Princes which ſurrounded him, and from 
the Cuſtoms on Merchants Goods which were brought 
into his Kingdom, which if we ſuppoſe to be but as 
much, amounts to near an Hundred Thouſand 


Pound Weight of Gold ; ſo that during his Reign there 


was bronght into that ſma!] ſpot of Ground above Four 
Millions of Pounds Weight of this Metal, without rec- 
koning what came to private Perſons, and beſides the 
Silver which is ſaid was as common as Stones; and 
therefore modeſtly reckoning, we may ſuppoſe to have 
been quadruple the Quantity of Gold, viz. Sixteen Mil- 
lion Weight of Plate 3 and if we ſuppoſe, which we may 
very well do, to have been coined of this a Million 2nd 
half of Gold, and Eight Million of Silver, then the cur- 
rant Coin was One Bundred Twenty Eight Million Ster- 
ling, allowing an Ounce of Silver to a Crown, and an 
Ource of Gold to paſs for Four Pound in Money : But 
tow conſiderable ſoever this is, yet it was nothing in 
TA Compa- 
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Compariſon of what was circulating tbrough the reft 
of the World ; for Egypt and Arabia, India and Perſea, 
and other Parts alſo abounded at that time with all man- 
ner of Riches. Though no particular Nation was ſo 
rich as the 7ews then, yet we cannot allow their Riches 
to bear more than the Proportion of a Tenth to all the 
Riches of the reſt of the World : Nor was that the firſt 
Age, in which Men ſearched after Gold and Silver ; this 
was always praiſed, what the Induſtry or Covetouſneſs 
of thoſe times produced was not the firſt Stock, but an 
Addition to what had been a gathering for Three Thou» 
ſand Years before. Neither were After-ages ſatisfied 
with whar they left, but were ſtil] upon the Scent of 
Gold and Silver, and ſetting all hands at work to draw 
it out. And Tet the moſt modeſt increaſe be only ſup- 
poſed, if all had continued, if nothing had been with- 
drawn, the World before this had been glutted and ſur- 
feited with Gold and Silver, theſe Metals would have 
loſt their Value, and been as contemptible with every 
Perſon as they were in the Eyes of the Prophet, who ra- 
ted them as thick Clay, There were rich Mines in Ina/a, 
Perſia, Hungary, and other Parts of Aſia and Europe, 
which yielded prodigious Quantities of Gold and Silver 
to former Ages; and it is aſtoniſhing to think what has 
been brought from Africa and America within theſe Two 
or Three Hundred Years. When the Spariards came 
firſt to Mexico and Pers, they found Gold fo plentiful 
that they made Bits of it for their Horſes, Armour for 
themſelves, plated the Beams of their Chambers, and 
ceiled ſome cf them with it. In ſome places there is 
more Gold and Silver than Earth, and at Porofi the Mines 
are ſo rich as to afford enough for Twetrity Thouſand 
Mens dzily Labour, which cannot be ſuppoſed to yield 
leſs than One Hundred Twenty Thouſand Pound of Plate 
a Week, that is, a Pound a Day for each Man all which 
Gold and Silver has been conveyed into Europe as faſt as 
Ships could go and come: And yet Spain whither molt 
of it is d:Ggn'd has leaſt of it, and other parts not - 
my 
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much as to make them undervalue it ; for as the Wiſ- 
dom of God did not ſee it fit to ſcatter Gold and Silver 
above Ground, but to lay it up at remote and diſtant 
places within the Bowels of the Earth, that the labour 
and pains of fetching it thence might add a value to it : 
ſa when they multiply in Mens hands his wiſe Provi- 
dence ſecretly ſubſtrafteth the Super-plus, he finketh 
part of it intirely that it may be Joſt for ever to the 
World, and other parts he only layeth up for a time 
until there be more Occafion for it ; at his Pleaſure he 
changeth the place of thefe Treaſures, he removeth 
them from one Nation to another ; when one Nation 
waxeth wanton by their Riches, he raifeth up anothe? 
who ſcarce knows the Uſe of them, to take tliem out 
of their hand ; ſometimes the Wealth of a Nation is 
drained by War, ſometimes it is exported to bring itt 
Corn, Bread, and other Neceſlaries, which are wanted 
becauſe of the badneſs of their Harveſt ; in a Word, one 
way or another, by fome viſible Methods and by ſome that 
are neither known nor foreſeen, God preventeth the ex- 
ceſfive Increaſe of Gold and Silver in any place, becauſe 
too much abundance of them would deſtroy 'the very 
end and uſe of them, and would hinder all the good of 
them. For this Caufe alfo as the World enricheth, he 
openeth the Paſſages of Commerce, and ſetteth up a 
Communication betwixt Places and People altogether 
utiknown before, by which means the Wealth of the 
World is diffoſed and the Superflnity of Riches is car- 
ried off, which fixeth the value of them. Whoſoever 
will conſider this attentively, cannot but be convinced of 
adivine Providence, over-ruling and managing the 
Aftions of Men for the common good, without their 
Knowledge and Intention, nay, even contrary to it. 

16. This leads me to conſider the publick Order and 
Government of the World, which upon ſerions Exami- 
nation, will be found to be ſupported more by divine 
Providence and the fecret unforeſeen Effetts of it,than by 
humane Policy. How neceflary Government is to the 
: ; Peace 
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Peace and Welfare of Mankind in general, and of every 
particular Perſon, is or may be obvious to all. Confu- 
tion and Deſtrution would inſtantly follow if there 
were no Government; for then Men would devour one 
another, for they are but very few who are ated with 
Love,Generoſity, Honour, Principles of Juſtice and Piety, 
or a regard to the common good : The Generality are 
entirely ſelfiſh, each preferrech his own particular to all 
the reſt of the World ; and would, if permitted, pur- 
ſne his Inclination, or what ſeems his Intereſt, though it 
were to the ruine of all others. There are loud Com- 


plaints of the preſent Wickedneſs of Mankind, and in- 


deed every place abounds with Inſtances of Oppreſſion 
and Violence, Fraud and Injuſtice, and all forts of Vil- 
lainies : But the State of things would be Ten Thouſand 
times worſe, if there was no Awe nor Reſtraint upon 
Men ; if every Man had Liberty to do what is right in 
his own Eyes, that is, what he pleaſed, then Earth 
would turn a Hell, and one might be more ſafe amongſt 
the ſavage Beaſts, than with thoſe of his own Kind. It 
is by the means of Government that the ſimple are inſtru- 
Red, and the well-mcaning direted to what is right ; 
it is this which tames the wrathful, ties up the Hands 
of the crucl, and which puts a check upon the cun- 
ning ; and without this there- could be no ſafe or com- 
fortable Living in the World, the very Form of Juſtice 
and Honeſty would wear out, and *twould be im- 
_ to carry on any important or conſiderable Pro- 
jet. 

But now what is thus ſo much neceſſary and uſeful to 
the Preſervation of Order and Peace, to the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Commerce and Traffick, and to the promoting 
of excellent and advantageous Deſigns, is neither of hu- 
mane Contrivance, nor is it ſupported chiefly by humane 
Means. Government and the excellent ends and uſes of 
it, are hut very little regarded either by publick or pri- 
vate Perſons. The Mob or Multitude are not ſenſible 
of the good of it, they bear the Yoke of it _—_—, 
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and are eaſily deluded to break it, which always proves 
to their greater Prejudice. And as for thoſe in Autho- 
rity, to whoſe hands the Reins of Goverment are com- 
mitted, it may be obſerved of them, that generally 
they have not the great ends of it before them; they 
aim at the publick good as little as private Perſons, as 
appears too often by their partial Adminiſtrations ; the 
thoughts of both the one and other are wholly about 
their particular Concerns: But God by his wiſe Provi- 
dence ſo manageth the Ations of both, that without 
their Intention he makes them ſerviceable to the publick 
Order and Government of the World, without which 
it could not ſubſiſt. 

Government is a divine Ordinance and Inſtitution, 
and it is by the Power and ſpecial Providence of God 
that it is continued and ſupported. Thoſe who make 
another Original of Government, build upon imaginary 
Hypotheſes, which are not conliſtent with the Truth of 
Hiſtory, and which are ſo improbable as to be next to 
impoſſible. They little conſider the Nature of Man- 
kind, their various Sentiments, their obſtinate Temper, 
their Fondneſs of Liberty, and their great Averlion to 
Subjeftion and Dependency, who think that Govern- 
ment did ariſe from Compact, that Numbers and Mul- 
titudes would complement one or a few with their Li- 
berty, and voluntarily conſent to be dire-led, reſtrained, 
and puniſhed by them : And it is as little to be ſuppoſed, 
that they would have ſuffered any to uſurp ſuch Autho- 
rity over them, unleſs recommended and aided by a 
Power which cannot be refiſted; and to find ſuch a 
Power we muſt look higher than Earth, we mult liſt 
up our Eyes unto him who dwelleth in the Heavens, 
who has all Power to do whatſoever he pleaſeth, and 
to whom all Creatures are ſ{ubjet. As there can be no 
lawful Authority, no rightful Dominion bur what is 
derived from God, ſo foreſeeing the Neceffity and Ad- 
vantage of Subordination and Government, he did aftu- 
ally inſtitute and appoint them at firſt, and doth ſtill by 
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the ſecret and powerful Influences of his Providence 
oblige Mankind to the Obſervation of them, notwith- 
ſtanding of their ſtrong Inclinations to Liberty or ra- 
ther Licentiouſneſs. This is not precariouſly ſaid, byt 
it is grounded upon undoubted Matter of Fact, of which 
there are ſtil] remaining Evidences, and which cannot 
be denied without averturning the Credit of all Hiſtory, 
and thwarting Reaſon it ſelf, as may clearly appear by 
a due Conſideration of the following Particulars. 

17. Firſt, What St. Paul ſaith, Marriage is honourable 
among ft all en; 1n every Nation there is a Regard more 
or leſs paid to it: No Diſcovery hath as yet been made 
of any People, who live according to the Rules of Plato 
his imaginary Common-wealth, having Wives as well 
as other things in common ; but every where there is a 
State of Wedlock, Men have their proper Wives, and 
Women their proper Husbands, though there be ſome 
difference in the Management of this State, according 
to the Cuſtoms of ſeveral Countries. Now though Mar- 
riage or a State of Wedlock be highly reaſonable, moſt 
convenient, and of great Advantage to Mankind ; yet 
no Reaſon 4 priori- can be given of fufficient Force to 
oblige and determine Mankind neceſſarily into this State : 
It is none of the Dicates af Nature, and the Inclina- 
tions of the Generality both of Men and Women, are and 
have always been too much contrary to the Reſtraints 
which this State impoſeth. We cannot therefore de- 
Tive the Origin of Marriage and the univerſal Obſer- 
vationof it, but from a divine Inſtitution according to 
the Tradition of the Scriptures: And the keeping vp 
the Credit of this State of Life ſo little agreeable to the 
prefent depraved Nature of Mankind, and that too 
even amongft Heathens and thoſe People who do not 
acknowledge the Authority of his Word and Laws; I 


ſay, this muſt be reckoned a particular A of the Pro- 


vidence of God, who ordained this as a neceſlary Foun- 
dation of Government; for by this means Men are 


tied together by a ſtrict and lafting Union, and as ſoon 
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as they are born become Members of a Society, and 
are engaged into a State of Subordination, which obli- 
geth them to receive Laws and to obey them : Which 


could not be if Mankind was propagated as other Ani- 


mals, for then Children would be Incerti Patrss, it could 
not be known to whom they did belong, they who be- 
gat them would not think themſelves obliged to ſtay 
with them or to take a Care of them; as they would be 
under no Obligation of paying Reſpe&t and Obedience 
to one Man more than another : Which would make 
the State of Mankind a State of great Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion, to prevent which the infinite Wiſdom of God 
did at firſt inſtitute Marriage, and if it was obſerved 
according to the firſt Inſtitution of it, the general good 
of Mankind, and the Benefit of particular Perſons 
would be exceedingly advanced by it. And how much 
ſoever the Depravation of Mens Nature doth carry 
them aſide, yet God by his Previdence doth fo manage 
their Intereſts and Inclinations as to oblige them not to 
ſlight it, but to defire, honour, and eſteem it; that 
the Bonds of Union and Friendſhip amongft Men may 
be ſtrengthened, and the firſt Foundation of Order and 
Government ſecured. 

18, In the next place, it was neceſſary for the good 
Government of the World; that Men ſhould be incor- 
porated into diſtin Nations and Kingdoms; for an uni- 
verſal Monarchy is unweildy, and altogether above the 
Forces and Capacity of any one Man or ſmall Number 
of Men to manage - And if Families had remained di- 
ſtin&t and independent, neither great things could have 
been atchieved, nor publick Peace well preſerved, nor 
Injuries either prevented or redrefled. Now what is 
thus neceflary was firſt of God, and is ſtill kept up by 
him, asis convincingly delivered by the moſt authentick 


. Hiſtory of the World, I mean the Hiſtory of the Scri- 


pture, which is not contradiCtted by other credible Hi- 
{torians, but rather confirmed by all the certain Accounts 
they give us of the Origin of Nations ; for as for Con- 

Wee | jeures, 


96 Of the Manifeſbation of Providence 


jectures, no Streſs can be laid upon them *. It was the 
- moſt High, ſaith Meſes, who divi- 
5% Wakes Radek The ded to the Nations their Inheritance, 
: 1" mhen he ſeparated the Sons of Adam 
Hiſtory. | , 
be ſet the Bounds of the People accor- 

ding to the Number of the Children of lirael, Deut. 32. 8. 
by the Number of the Children of Iſrael, is meant 70, 


for ſo many Children did Facob bring with him into ' 


Egypt, reckoning Joſeph and his Children amongſt them : 
And into juſt ſo many Nations did God divide the 
World, as appears from Gen. 10. where the Sons of 7a- 
phet are reckoned 14, the Sons of Ham 30, and of Sem 
26, which makes in all 50. By them the World was 
planted and repleniſhed with People ; and by them God 
did diſtinguiſh and divide Mankind into different Na- 
tions for the better and more eafie Government of them. 
Unto the 14 Sons of Fapher was given the Iſles of the 
Gentiles, that is, Europe, which 1s ſo called becauſe of 
the many Iſles which appertain to it ; and becauſe the very 
Continent of Europe is a kind of Iſle, being ſurrounded 
by the Sea, except towards the North where it joins 
Aſia. Africa and Syria was the Lot of the Children of 
Ham, and the Children of Sem poſſeſſed and ſpread 
themſelves through Aſia. By which of theſe America 


was planted, or when, is alrogether uncertain ; but it 


is certain, that all the Nations and People of the World 
are only the Branches and Offspring of theſe yo Origi- 
nal Nations: And though Mankind has exceedingly 
multiplied fince this firſt Diviſion of them, and though 
divers States and Common-wealths have been erected, 
which were not from the Beginning ; yet I doubt much 
if there will be found at this Day more than 50 Claſles 
of People, who may be ſaid to be really diſtin from 
one another, 1in their Temper, Language and Cuſtoms : 


Which if true, is a great Confirmation of the Truth of | 
{acred Hiſtory, and is a Proof of the watchful Provi- - 


dence of God, to declare that his Dominion over Men 
was and is {till abſolute, his Will irreſiſtible, and that 
what he hath purpoſed cannot be defeated, 19s 
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19. Which Thirdly, is yet more evident by the Me- 
thods he did take, and continues ſtil] to keep up that 
Diviſion of Mankind which he decreed and appointed, 
in order to the good Government of the World. The 
firſt is the Diverſity of Tongues, which as it firſt obliged 
them to ſeparate, ſo it is more _— to unite Nations 
within themſelves,and to diſtingwtth them from one ano- 


' ther, than if they were walled about with Stone or Brick, 


as China is divided from the Tartars, or as the Roman 
Emperours Adrian and Severus ſeparated their Conqueſts 
in Britain from the Scots and Pitts, . 

The Time and Occaſion of dividing Tongues, and of 
cauſing Men to ſpeak different Languages we learn from 
Scripture, and muſt take it upon the Authority there- 
of : But as the Scripture- Account of this is moſt ratio- 
nal and probable; ſo Reaſon it ſelf may convince us, 


— that this Diverſity of Languages muſt have proceeded 


from ſome ſpecial and extraordinary Act of the Divine 
Power and Providence. For as no Language is natural 
to Men; they could ſpeak neither one nor other unleſs 
they heard and were taught them ; when God created 
our firſt Parents he alſo taught them to ſpeak, other- 
wiſe we muſt ſuppoſe, that they converſed many Years 
together by dumb Signs, for Words come not by In- 
ſtin&, nor is it obvious or eaſie to mark the different 
Sounds which may be made by the Throat, Palate, 
Tongue, Teeth and Lips, the Organs of Speech, as 
"would require no ſmall time and very mnch Conſidera- 
tion to articulate them, or to adjuſt and form them in- 
to diſtint, intelligible Words; therefore they talk 
wildly, who aſſert that Language was firſt the Inven- 
tion of Men: So ſeeing Mankind did not proceed from 
different Stocks or Originals, but that it hath pleaſed 
God to make of one Blood all Nations of Men, no fa- 
tisfaftory, or ſo much as the leaſt probable Reaſon can 
be given how they came to be, or why they ſhould of 
themſelves, divided into ſo many vaſtly different 
Languages; for though it ky very poſſible, now that 

Men 
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Men are taught the way of it, to invent new Words, 
and to make a new Language ; yet this would only pleaſe 
a few curious contemplative Perſons : It is the Deſire 
and Intereſt of the Generality to underſtand one ano- 
ther, and therefore if it had been left to their own Ar- 
bitrement, they would have kept up the Uſe of one Lan- 
guage. It is true, indeed, that the moſt of Living 
Languages do ſenſibly vary, and the very ſame Language 
will differ very much from ir ſelf in the ſpace of an 
Hundred or Two Hundred Years, as may be obſerved 
from our own, the French, and- the Latin, which was 
not the ſame a good while after the EreCtion of the Con- 
fular-State, that it was in the Days of Cicero and Au- 
guſtus, as appears from ſome old Inſcriptions, Ems, 
Plautus, and ſome Fragments of the firſt Roman Au- 
thors. But neither can the Diverſity of Tongues be re- 
ſolved into this Cauſe, for ſuch Variations are moſtly 
obſervable in Languages that are' not Original, but 
which are a Compoſition of different Languages by the 
mixture and blending together of different Nations : 
Whereas the Primitive and Original Languages have never 
- been ſo diverſified as that they cannot be known and di- 
ſtinguiſhed. The Greek in Homer's Days, continued 
good and faſhionable as long as Greece flouriſhed, and 
what is ſpoken at this Day doth not differ ſo much as 
not to appear at the very firſt to be the ſame Language. 
I have heard it obſerved by thoſe who pretend to know 
it, that the Eaſtern Languages have varied very little, 
that both the Diale&t and Cuſtoms of the People in Aſia 
are the ſame as were ſome Thouſands of Years ago; and 
if ſo, what ſhould hinder us from thinking them the 
{ame as at the beginning ? However, the diverſe Lan- 
guapes in the World, cannot by any Shadow of Reaſon 
be ſaid to be either a Variation, or a Degeneracy, or an 
Improvement of ſome one firſt Language; for there is 
no Affinity, nor Reſemblance, nor any thing common 
amongſt them, except in ſuch Languages as are evi- 


dently derived from others, as the 4ralian, French and 


Spaniſh, Where- 
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Wherefore we are forced to receive and acknowledge 
for Truth, the Account which the Scripture gives of 
the Diverſity of Tongues, viz. That God cauſed it, for 
this reaſon, even to oblige Mankind to obſerve his Will 
and Ordinance of ſeparating themſelves into diſtin&t 
Nations and Kingdoms. God had ordered, by Noah 
himſelf in al} Probability, a Divifion of Mankind into 


ſeventy Nations or Kingdoms, and had determined the 


Bounds of their Habitations, as was before obſerved 
from.Gen. 19. But it ſeems as they journeyed to take 
Poſſeflion of their ſeveral Lots, they were either di{ſ- 
gnſted by ſome Difficulties, or allured by the Pleaſant- 
neſs of the plain of Shinaar, which made them to mu- 
tiny againſt the Decree for their Separation, and to 
think upon thwarting it in ſome meaſure by the building 
of Babel, What they particularly intended by this 
Tower, or how they thought by it to prevent their Se- 
paration doth rot appear ; but it is clear, from the Text, 
that they had ſome ſuch Deſign in their Head, for they 
ſaid, Go to, let us build us a City and a Tower, whoſe top may 
reach unto Heaven, and let us make us a Name, leſt we be 
ſcattered abroad upon the face of the whole Earth, and the 
common Opinion of their doing it out of Fear of a ſe- 
cond Deluge is in no wiſe probable, for if that had 
been their Deſign, they would not have choſen a Plain 
but a Mountain ; nor is it to be ſuppoſed that they had 
ſo ſoon forgot the Tradition of the Rainbuw, which 
was the Token of God®s Covenant, that he would not any 
more deſtroy the Earth and all Fleſh in it by Waters, This 
Enterprize proceeded meerly from their Averſion and 
Unwillingneſs to comply with the Divine Command, 
for ſpreading themſelves abroad through the World: 
But whilſt they were a deviting how to fix and unite 
themſelves, God, whoſe Counſel ſtandeth for ever, by 
dividing their Tongues and giving to each Diviſion a 
different Language, and by making thoſe of a new Lan- 
guage to forget the old, he neceſſitated them to obey 


his Will, and to ſeparate themſelves whither he had 
H 2 before 
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before ordained them, And as by this miraculous Con- 
fuſion of Languages God firſt eſtablithed the ſeveral Na- 
tions into which he had divided the World, ſo by conti- 
nuing the Diverſity of Tongues he keeps up the Diſtin- 
tion of them. 

20. Another Method of Providence for keeping up the 
Diſtinction of Nations, and fixing them to their prede- 
termined Seats, is the inſpiring the Generality with 
a particular Aﬀe@ion to their own Nation and People, 
and with a ſtrong Attachment to their Native Country. 
The Matter of Fatt I need not prove, for it is what 
almoſt every Man may obſerve in others and find in him- 
ſelf. That common ſaying Omne ſolum forti Patria, every 
place is alike to a wiſe and virtuous Man, holds true 
in Speculation much more than in PraCtice ; it ſhews 
what ought to be rather than what aCtually is; for great 
and wiſe, and good Men as wel} as others, have for the 
moſt part, ſtrong Inclinations for their own Country, 
which are not overcome by the greater Advantages of 
other Places. Hence it is that the Generality chulſe to 
bear great Inconveniences in their own Country, rather 
than to ſeek their Eaſe and Relief in foreign Parts. Ma- 
ny are willing to paſs ſome time abroad, that they may 
ſatisfie their Curioſity, taſte the Pleaſures ot other Coun- 
tries, and purchaſe tg themſelves a Name and Reputation 
which may procure them a better Reception at Home; 
but ſeldom any thing but Force and abſolute Neceſlity 
make one change his Country and fix his Aboad elſewhere. 
And even then too, Men part with Regret, as appears by 
their pafſionate Remembrances and the many kind Looks 
which they caſt back. I do not ſay that it is always ſo, 
but ſeldom otherwiſe ; I do not aſſert that this Attach- 
ment and theſe Inclinations to ones own Native Soil are 
in each particular Perſon, but only in the Generality ; 
for I do acknowledge that there are many Inſtances 
to the contrary : And therefore, I ſay, that as this At- 
tachment and theſe Inclinations cannot be called a poli- 
tical Device, ſo they are not the Effet of Nature or 
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Reaſon only, but proceed chiefly from Providence, that 
Nations may not fail, nor Countries be depopulated : 
For if 'twere not upon this Account, Men would be im- 
patient of the Inconveniences of their own Country, 
Diſguſts and Difficulties would make them run away 
and be continually changing Places ; and ſo a great ma- 
ny through the Inconſtancy of their Humours and foo- 
liſh Expetations, would never ſettle, and the moſt of 
others would crowd into the beſt Climates and richeſt 
Countries, which would leave the greateſt part of the 
World deſolate and uninhabited. Whereas now, by 
this Method of Providence we are upon, Nations are 
preſerved, all Countries good and bad are almoit 
equally inhabited ; nay the laſt may be obſerved to be 
rather better planted than the other ; and by this means, 
Men are engaged to cultivate the barren as well as the 
rich and fertile Soil, whoſe Art and Induſtry are fo 
much proſpered and encouraged by Divine Providence, 
that thoſe parts of the World which poſleſs the leaſt 
and feweſt Advantages by Nature, may vie Conveni- 
ence of Living with the very beſt Countries. | 

Thus Divine Providence, by theſe and ſome other 
means which I will now paſs over, doth ſeparate Man- 
kind into ſeveral Nations and Kingdoms, as they were 
at firſt divided by the Infinite Wiſdom of God, for the 
better and more eaſy Government of the World. 

21, Fourthly, As the Authority of Kings and Rulers, 
and the Obedience of the People is the Foundation and 
Security of Government, and conſequently abſolutely 
neceſſary to the Peac: and Welfare of a Nation or King- 
dom; ſo when all things are duely confidered, we muſt 
acknowledge that this Foundation was at firſt laid by 
God, and is ſtill preſerved by his Providence. ' In the 
Diviſion of the Nations of the whole Earth, it was He who 
ſet a Ruler over every People, as ſaith the wiſe Son of $3- 
rach, Ecclus. 197.17. Kings and the Rulers of the Eart 
have their Authority only from God, and it is he who 
maintains it : What Reſpe&t and Acknowledgment is paid 
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unto them is the Effect of his Ordinance and Infſtitu- 
tion, Whar but the powerful Influence of Providence 
over the Minds of Men, could make a whole Nation 
dread one Man, and Thouſands of deſperately wicked 
People ſtand in awe of a fingle Perſon ? If People were 
refraftary and ſtubborn, as they are naturally inclin*d, 
the Law's and Statutes of Kings could not force their 
Submiſſion and Obedience, no more than a Pen-gun 
could batter down a Stone-wall: Nor have Kings al- 
ways in their own Perſons ſuch extraordinary Endow- 
ments and Qualifications as may command that regard 
which is due to the Dignity of their State. It is true 
ſometimes Men have a Spirit and Countenance which 
gain them a ſtrange Aſcendancy over others, and which 
oblige all they converſe with to pay them Reverence : But 
this is not a peculiar Excellency to Kings, neither all nor 
moſt of them have in themſelves what may render them 
ſuperiour to others, many of them have had neither 
Majeſty in their Looks or Perſons, nor Goodneſs in 
their Temper, nor Vertue in their Manners: And yet 
generally the Fear and Dread of both good and bad 
Kings ſtrike a deep Impreſſion upon their Subjects; which 
like the dread of Man upon Beaſts, is an arbitrary Ef- 
fe&t of the Divine Providence to keep the World in 
Peace and Order ; for ſeeing Conſcience and Principles 
of Religion have Room and Entertainment but with 
very few, God by this means obligeth the Multitude to 
honour, obcy, and to pay Tribute to thoſe whom he 
hath ſer. over them, I cannot ſay willingly, but it 1s 
done readily, which ſerveth well enough to ſupport Go- 
vernment and to promote the ends of it. 

That this awful Regard of Kings and other Rulers, 
which is the Support of their Authority and the Cauſe 
of Peoples Compliance and Obedience, is more the Ef- 
felt of ſome ſpecial continued Providence, than of any 
humane Policy, or concerted Meaſures amongſt Men, I 
fay this will be further confirmed by the Aﬀeronts and 
Indignities ſometimes committed vpon the —_ of 
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Kings, and by the InſurreCtions and Rebellions ſo fre- 
quent in the World : For theſe ſhew what Men would 
do if they were left to themſelves, and if God did not 
reſtrain them z hereby it appears, that Kings are not 
more ſafe than others, that their Guards and Forces are 
not ſufficient ProteCtion to their Perſons and Govern- 
ment, if God did not defend both. The Honour and 
Safety of Kings depend not upon their good Govern- 
ment, nor doth their evil Treatment proceed always 
from their Male-adminiſtrations: For T'\yrants and bad 
Kings have reigned quietly, and died in Peace; whilſt 
the Thrones of juſt and good Kings have been pull'd 
down, and violent Hands laid upon their Perſons. 
Queen Elizabeth was indeed, a wiſe and great Princeſs, 
but ſhe was guilty of far more arbitrary Afts than King 
Charles |. nor was ſhe ſo condeſcending to the People as 
he ; and yet the People never murmured againſt her, 
but were well pleaſed with all ſhe did, whereas they 
continually quarrelled with the other and purſued him 
to an unrimely and barbarous Death. Grievances are 
not always provoking, ſometimes the People bear ex- 
tream great ones tamely and patiently as if they had no 
feeling z at other times very ſmall and inconfſiderable 
things will make them foam, rage, and run mad, ſo 
that neither the wiſeſt Heads nor ſtrongeſt Hands can 
manage them. Tumults, Inſurre&tions, and Rebellion, 
are not certain Indications of an evil King or a bad Go- 
vernment, for oft-times People brezk out into theſe when 
they are leaſt provoked, as can be made appear from 
manifold Inſtances out of the Hiſtories of our own and 
other Nations. Mankind is much the ſame every where, 
nor is their Nature and Principles better at one time 
than another: When therefore People are peaceable, 
when they keep their Ranks, are obſervant of Order, 
reſpeQful of Majeſty, and ſubmiſſive to Authority, it is 


not from any Prevalency of Conſcience, Reaſon, or the 


neceſlary Intereſt of the State, for theſe Conſiderations 
have little or no place in their Thoughts ; nor is it 
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becauſe they have no Pretext to be rebellious or tumul- 
tuary, for there is no Reign free of Male-adminiſtra- 
tions, and there have eſcaped the beſt and wiſeſt, and 
moſt fortunate Kings, what has been the Ruine and 
Overthrow of others. A Jeſt broke upon the Eunuch 
Narſes, by the Empreſs Sophia, brought Deſtruttion to 
the Empire of the Eaſt, under Faſtin II. The Rape up- 
on Lucrece was the Occaſion of expelling not only Tar- 
guin and his Race, but the Regal Authority out of 
Rome; and the firſt Revolution of Spain which did let 
in the Moors to that Kingdom, came by the Kings de- 
fiowring a Davghter of one of the Grandees. Burt if 
contemptuous Speeches, if Words of Reproach, if the 
Commiſſion- of theſe and ſuch like Crimes, nay, if the 
frequent Repetition of them had been alway attended 
with the like Fate, few Kings would have eſcaped Dilſ- 
grace or reigned long, and almoſt every Year in every 
Kingdom there ſhould have been Changes and Revolu- 
tions in the Government. 
* Now ſeeing ſometimes the Majeſty of Kings is 
trampled upon, their Perſons abuſed, their Authority 
 _ _ — __ Cefpiſed upon very ſmall and 
* Providentiz divinz cir. ſſjpht Occaſions, and at other 


ca res hominum non leve ar. ; 
gumentum & Philoſophi, & Times they are acknowledged 


Hiſtorici agnoſcunt in Conſervatione Rerum publicarum : Pcimum 
univerſim, quod ubicunque ordo ille regendi parendique receptus 
eſt, maner ſemper : Deinde ſxpe etiam ſpecialiter in longa duratione 
hujus aut illus forme Imperii per mula fxcula; ur Regii apud Afly- 
rios, Agytios, Francos 3 optimatum apud Venetos. Quanquam enim 
humana ſapientia aliquid in hoc poteſt ; ramen, fi re&e conſidere- 
tur multirado malorum hominum & quz extrinſecus nocere poſlint 
& agnatz quaſi rebus vicifitudines, non viderur tam diu Imperium 
aliquod poiſe ſubſiſtere, niſi peculiari quadam divini Numinis cura ; 
quz evidentius eriam ſpeRarur, ubi Deo viſum eſt mutare Imperia. 
Nam quibus ille, tum ad eam Rem, tanquam fibi deſtinatam inſtru» 
Ment1s uritur , puta Cvro, Alexandro, Czfare DiRatore, apud Tar- 
rargs Cingi, apud Sinenfes Namcaa;. his omnia etiam quz ab huma- 
na prudentia non pendent, flupnt ſupra votum magis quam fert 
ſolitz cafibus humanis varjeras : Quz ranta eventuum fimilitudo, & 
ad certum finem quaſi Confpiratio, Judicium eſt proyidz dire&ionis, 
Frotius de Verit, Rel, lib, 1. Sed. 12. Mes 
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and obeyed even whilſt they provoke the People by the 
hardeſt Oppreffions; ſeeing, ſometimes contemptible 
Beginnings are proſperous to the Overthrow of Kings and 
Government, and at other times well-laid Plots are de- 
feated ; ſeeing a aſſianello is capable to diſſolve the 
Government of Maples, ſeeing he without Authority, 
without Armies, by Boys, Women, and an undiſciplin?d 
Rabble could ſhake and diſſipate the haughty Fower of 
Spam; and yet the bold Attempts, the deep Contri- 
vance, the ſecret and cunning Machinations of the moſt 
daring and moſt accompliſhd Marquis de Bedemar a- 
gainſt the State of Yerice, were beffled and came to no- 
thing, though he had all the Aſſiſtance which Spair 


could give him, and a great many favourable and pro- 


miling Advantages, and though that Republick gave 
him no Oppoſition ; for all the time that the Marquis was 
a carrying on his Conſpiracy, they ſuſpeCted nothing but 


_ lay ftill and ſecure : Seeing ſometimes People are moſt 


tenacious of the Rights of their Kings, and do ſuffer 
extream Hardſhips for the Maintenance of their Autho- 
rity, and at other times they ſhamefully leave and de- 
ſert them as if they were under no Obligation, and are 
frighted from their Duty as eaſily as Birds, by the 
ſetting up of a Stick and Clouts. Now, [ ſay, ſeeing 
things happen ſo, we cannot but acknowledge, that 
the Authority of Kings and the SnbjeCtion of People, are 
the Effects of Divine Providence rather than of humane 
Policy : He who gathereth the Winds into his Fiſts, and 
who ſtayeth the rough Wind, it is even he, and none 
elſe who ſtilleth the People, who quieteth their unruly 
Humours and Paſſions,and who maketh them tra&able and 
pliant to thoſe whom he has appointed to govern them. 
When he would make a Nation happy, he keepeth the 
People in SubjeCtion, and under Reſtraint ; but when he 
Is provoked to puniſh them, or to chaſtiſe the Pride of 
Kings and Princes, he taketh off the ſecret Curbof his Pro- 
vidence, and leaveth them to their Liberty: And then 
they are as wahton Horſes, which when the Bridle 
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is broken, throw their Riders, kick at their very 
Keepers, obſerve no plain or dire& Paths, but run 
furiouſly up and down all Fields, and are never more 
manageable until they have ſpent their Strength and 
Spirits. | 

22. Fifthly, The Detetion of ſecret Crimes, and the 
bringing to light thoſe wicked Afts which are perpe- 
trated in private, is a clear Proof of Frovidence, and 
a Demonſtration that the World is governed by God 
more than Men. Whatever outward Reſtraints hu- 
mane Laws may be ſuppoſed to lay; yet they do not 
change the Nature or Inclinations of Men, nor do they 
work in them any Averſion or Abhorrency to thoſe 
Vices to which they are naturally inclined or ſtrongly 
tempted : For when an occaſion offers, which ſeems to 
promiſe Security from the Laws, they embrace it rea- 
dily, and proceed without Fear. The moſt which hu- 
mane Laws do, is, that they tie up the Hands of the 
ſimple, and put others to the trouble of ating with 
ſome more Cunning and Caution, thoſe Crimes which 
cannot eſcape Puniſhment : Therefore they watch Op- 
portunities of Secrecy, when they think no Eye ſeeth 
them, nor any preſent that may be an Evidence againſt 
them ; or they join ſuch Accomplices as they judge will 
not betray them upon the account of their own Intereſt 
and other Engagements. Thus the Thief and Robber, 
like the Beaſts of the Foreſt creep forth in the Night, when 
it 1s dark they go out after their - prey, they wander 
about to find what and whom they may catch, until the 
Sun ariſeth when the Lyons do gather themſelves together, 
and lay themſelves down in their Dtns, and then too 
theſe Tavage, cruel, and inhumane Men do retire be- 
cauſe their Actions cannot endure the Light. The wick- 
ed lurketh and lieth in wait ſecretly as a Lyon in his Den; 
be lieth in wait to catch the poor, he doth catch the pooy when 
be. draweth him into his Net. Wicked Contrivances to 
entrap the Innocent, to ruine the Fatherleſs and Wi- 
dows, and other poor People are often fo laid, as that 
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they may claim the Affiſtance and ProteCtion of the Law 
it ſelf; ſo bent are Men upon evil and miſchief, ſo cun- 
ningly and fo ſecretly do they purſue it, that neither 
Laws nor Government could be a Curb to the wicked 
or Security to the Innocent, if God by his wiſe Provi- 
dence did not more diſcourage all wicked Enterprizes, in 
ſhewing by manifold Inſtances, that Cunning and Se- 
crecy cannot cover them. Darkneſs bideth not from God, but 
the Night ſhineth as the Day, the Darkneſs and the Light 
are both alike to him, ſo that there is no concealing ones 
ſelf from him: His Eyes can ſee through the thickeſt 
Clouds, and do pierce into the molt ſecret Corners 
nay he ſpies the Thoughts of Men afar off, he knows 
what is in their Hearts, he foreſees all their Devices, 
and confidereth all their Works, and both to deterr Men 
from their Wickednef*, and to ſhew his own Indignation, 
he bringeth the hidden Works of Darkneſs to light, 
and diſcovereth the moſt ſecret Machinations of crafty 
2nd wicked Men, ſometimes before they take effect, 
that the Authors may have Shame and Confuſion, and 
that the Innocent may prevent the Miſchief, which was 
intended to them : But ſometimes to accompliſh other 
ends of his wite Counſel, he winketh at Mens Wicked- 
neſs until they have done and wrought their point, and 
then his Providence layeth Hands on them and delivereth 
them up to be puniſhed and made a publick Example. 
God fo orcereth it, that the prudent are ſometimes out- 
witted by the ſimple, the wiſe are taken in their own 
Craftineſs, their Over-cautiouſneſs betrays them ; he in- 
tatuates their Counſels, and makes them guilty of great 
and ſtrange Over-ſights; he raiſeth ſometimes a Miſ- 
underſtanding amongſt the Accomplices, or cauſeth them 
to miſtake their Meaſures; by ſome unexpefted occur- 
rence or other he makes known what Villaintes are plot- 
ted and aCted privately ; and theſe Diſcoveries are made 
in ſuch a way and manner, and by ſuch means as may 
force an Acknowledgment of the wiſe, juſt, and watch- 
ful Providence of God, 
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But the Divine Providence is not more viſible in any 
thing, than in preventing and deteQing of Murther. 
A5 It 1s not the Intereſt of any State or People to tolerate 
and encourage this Crime ; ſo it is not the Will of God 
that it ſhould paſs unpuniſhed : The expreſs Law given 
to the Jews, was, Te ſhall take no ſatisfattion for the life of 
a Murderer, which is guilty of death, but he ſhall be ſurely 
put to acath, Nay, by the Conſtitution of that Nation, 
the very Land was anſwerable for. the Blood which was 
thed in it, and liable to the Divine Vengeance till it was 
puniſhed : For blood it defileth the land ; and the land cannot 
be cleanſed of the blood that 1s ſhed therein, but by the blood of 
bim that ſhed it, Numb. 35. 31, 33. And according to 
the ſame Rule and Meaſure God hath always, and will 
ever proceed with every other Nation, agreeably to that 
unalterable Law which was given to Noah, and all Man- 
kind after the Flood, Surely your blood of your lives will 1 
require ;, at the hand of every beaſt will I require it, and at 
the hand of man ; at the hand of every mars brother will 1 re- 
gquire the life of man, Whoſo ſheadeth mar's blood, by man 
ſhall bis blood be ſhed ;, for in the image of God made he man, 
Gen. 9. 5,6, TheLawsof God bind Rulers and Magi- 
ſtrates, even the moſt Supreme, as well as other People, 
for all are Subjefts to him : Therefore none ought to dif- 
pence with the Puniſhment of wilful and deliberate Kil- 
ling; the moſt Abſolute King cannot, by virtue of any 
Power and Authority from God, whoſe Miniſter he is, 
pardon the Crime or grant the Life of him who is guilty 
of it ; when he doth it, he uſurpeth upon the Preroga- 
tive of God himſelf, he claims more than what God 
judgetl: fit to grant, and draws a guilt upon his own 
Head, which has been the ruine of many great and power- 
ful Families. God, who is the Supreme Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, who has an Abſolute Dominion over all Crea- 
tures, and who is not under any Law but that of his own 
Wilt and Nature, we ſee by the Tenonr of that Law juſt 
now mentioned, has ty*d himſelf for ever from diſpenſing 
with the Puniſhment of this $in ; Wherefore his Divine 
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Vengeance very often exemplarily purſueth thoſe who 
eſcape Humane Juſtice; and his All-ſeeing Providence doth 
ſometimes even miraculocily interpoſe for diſcovering 
of ſecret Murder, that upon the producing the Perſons 
guilty, both Magiſtrates and People may take occaſion 
to purge the Land of the Pollution, and to fave them- 
ſelves from the Wrath and Judgments of God, which 
Murder and Bloodſhedding calls for. 

Thvs ſometimes when ro body could inform the thing, 
becavſe the Murderer watcht his opportunity, and, for 
the greater ſecurity, would not truſt the Secret to ano- 
ther, God has written his guilt upon his Forehead, and 
made him to betray himſelf, by the Confuſion of his 
Countenance, and the Agony of his Mind. Sometimes 
dumb Beaſts, and things Inanimate, have extorted a Con- 
feſſion, when other Evidences have been wanting. $Some- 
times the dead Body it ſelf has detected its Murderer, by 
Bleeding, and other Preternatural Motions at his ap- 
proach to it. And ſometimes, when the Barbariry 
has been tranſaQed with that privacy that nothing could 
diſcover it, it has been revealed by Dreams, Viſions, and 
the Apparition of Ghoſts from the other World. By theſe 
and ſome other ſuch ſtrange, ſurpriſing, extraordinary, 
ſupernatural and miraculous Means, when the common 
and ordinary Methods of DeteCtion were ineffectual, 
the divine Providence of God hath brought to light the 
treacherous and barbarous Murders which have been 
committed in private, ſometimes preſently, and ſome- 
times not for ſeveral years after the commiſſion, to de- 
clare to the World, that God remembreth what Man 
forgetteth, that he will in no wiſe clear the Guilty, and 
that though he delays, yer he will not fail to puniſh 
wicked Men at one time or another ; ſo that none have 
reaſon to harden their hearts, or to flatter themſelves 
with ſecurity-in their wickedneſs ; for when Sinners 
leaſt think on*t, Providence catcheth hold of them, 
draweth them forth of their lurking places, and maketh 
an Example of them, 
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I forbear to run out into particular Inſtances of ſuch 
wonderful and remarkable Diſcoveries, for 'twould re. 
quire a Volume by it ſelf to relate all of this kind, 
which may be gathered from ancient Records or mo- 
dern Memoirs, and which is well atteſted by the certain 
Tradition of former Times, or by living Witneſſes of 
ungueſtionable Credit : And *twill be to little purpoſe to 
offer one or two, when every Man's Reading and Ob- 
ſervation may furniſh him with many. Heathens as 
wel} as Chriſtians have taken notice of theſe things, 
which are and have been ſo certain and frequent ; that 
I may confidently ſay, neither Age nor part of the 
Worla, neither time nor place, neither Kingdom nor 
Province, have been left without a Witneſs of the Di- 
vine Providence in- this matter as well as other particu- 
lars, which nothing but a willful, obſtinate and unrea- 
ſonable Incredulity can reject. 

23-1 have now produced ſeveral Inſtances from the In- 
telleftual World, which ingly, but eſpecially when taken 
together, may clearly convince any that the ſame is Go- 
verned by God, that Mankind and humane Afﬀairs are 
under his Condutt, and that his Providence is the chief 
ſupport of the Pcace, Order, and Government of par- 
ticular States and Kingdoms. I have purpoſely inſtanc'd 
in ſuch Matters of Fact, as would not put my ſelf to the 
trouble of a tedious Proof, nor yet weary the Reader 
with a painful Examination. What I have offer*d is ob- 
vious to every ſerious Obſerver in every part of the 
World, and there needs not much Pains or Travail to 
come to the Knowledge of it. Perhaps ſome of theſe 
things we have touched, have not been much conſidered 
before, with a Regard to Providence, nor urged as 
Proofs of it by others: But I hope will be now ac- 
knowledged, that they may juſtly, The meaneſt- of 
them is of conſiderable Importance to the common Wel- 
fare of Mankind, it all or moſt of them were wanting, 
what Confuſion and Diſorder ? What Ruin and Deſola- 


tion would follow ? Thcn Mankind wou'!d be more mi- 
ſerable 


UMI 


in the Intelleftual World, &c. IiZ 


ſerable than Beaſts, and in a worſe State than other 
Animals: But what is ſo much for their Intereſt, de- 
pends not on themſelves nor is eifetuated by their 
means; ſome things are no part of their Choice, nor 
ever under their Care and Deliberation ; other things 
are not within the reach of their Power or Skill; ſome 
things are carried on without their conſent, contrary 
to their Intentions and Endeavours; and what ſeems 
moſt under their Management, is but very little pro- 
moted by their Policy. A conftant Tradt of lucky Hits can 
never come from Chance, nor can the wiſe Adaptation 
ci difterent things, their mutual Correſpondence and 
Serviceableneſs to a certain End, ever happen without 
a ſuitable Cauſe: To what then ſhonld we aſcribe ſo 
many wiſe and admirable Contrivances for the good of 
Mankind ? But to the wiſe Care and Providence of God, 
who intends by theſe things to prove his continual 
Preſence amongſt Men, and his Kindneſs and good Will 
towards them : For nothing but infinite Wiſdom could 
have deviſed all theſe things, and nothing but Infinite 
Power could ſo puncually efteftuate them; as it is evi- 
dent from the arbitrary procedure, the Method and 
Manner of working, the particular Determination of 
time and place, and other Circumſtances which may be 
obſerved, thar they do not flow from any incvitable 
Fate, or Neceſlity, nor are they Conſequences of any 
fixed immutable Laws impoſed on things themſelyes, 
but that they are Acts of a free intelligent Agent, that 
15, of God who would ſhew his own Will and Pleaſure, 
his Superiority and Superintendency over thoſe Crea- 
tures which he has made reaſonable and free, as well as 
over others. 

24. But theſe hitherto inſiſted on, are not all nor the 
chief Inſtances of Providence, which may be gathered 
from the ſtate of Mankind, and Humane Afairs ; for 
there be many more, and very conſiderable ones too, 
yet behind. I might proceed to evince a Providence, 
from the frequent over-ruling the Prudence, Policy and 
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Valour of Men, the bringing to paſs things impoſſible in 
humane appearance, and the diſappointing what was 
not only moſt probable, but what ſeemed very certain, 
of which there are many Examples in Hiſtory. I might 
demonſtrate a Providence, from the Riſe, &dvancement 
and Tranſlation of the Four Monarchies, which were de- 
fign'd to unite the divided Nations ito an agreeable 
Correſpondence, that they might be poliſhed and civi- 
lized by their mutual Commerce, ard that they might 
be the better prepared to receive the Light of the Goſpel, 
and that it might be the more eaſily tranſmitted through 
the World. |1 might confirm this, by the vain Attempts 
to raiſe a Fifth Monarchy, which one while Spain, and 
another while France have been contending for ; and 
both of them, the one formerly, the other ſtill, more 
capable, and better furniſhd for ſuch a Deſign, than 
Nineveh, Babylon, Macedon, or Rome at firſt were. 
Guſtavus of Sweden ſcemed alſo to have had ſome ſuch 
thing in his head, his Hopes ſwallowed all this part of 
the World, and he apprehended that he could make the 
Goths a ſecond time conquer the Weſtern Empire ; nei- 
ther Cyrus, nor Alexander, nor Ceſar ſtarted out ſo for- 
midably, nor had He half of their Difficulties to con- 
quer ; his Noiſe did ſhake diſiant Nations, and in the 
common Opinion of the World, his Conqueſts were not 
only probable, but certain : but behold, of a ſudden 
his Life and Hopes were cut off, his Forces diſſipated, 
and both the ExpeQtation and Fears of Men were fruſtra- 
ted, which proves, that wileſs the Lord build the bouſe, 
they labour in vain that bui/d it. ] might make out a 
Providence from the general Bent and Diſpoſition of 
Mens Minds, at dificrent times, to War or Peace ; for 
ſometimes a Warlike Spirit poſleſſeth the World, which 
gives them Delight in the noiſe of Drums, the ſound of 
Trumpets, and other Martial Preparations, and which 
makes them fond of Occaſions of War ; at other times 
they abhor the very thoughts of it, and no Conſidera- 
tion can provoke them to it : And it is evident, that 

theſe 
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theſe contrary Diſpoſitions do not follow the ontward 
State and Circumſtances of their Aﬀairs, but muſt pro- 
ceed from the inviſible Influences of God, who by this 
means, as the Event declares, engageth Men to forward 
what he himſelf has purpoſed, and checketh the vain and 
diſquieting Deſigns which ambitious Perſons have pro- 
jected. I might illuſtrate the wiſe Providence of God, 
by the Jealouſie of particular States and Kingdoms, and 
the Envy of one another's Greatneſs, which God maketh 
uſe of to oblige them to keep the Publick Peace, and not 
to invade one another?s Rights (as Philip de C omines wiſely 
obſcrveth,l.6.c.18.) 1 might ſhew a Providence,from the 
Occaſion & Succeſs of War, which ſometimes,like a Flame 
of Fire, breaks out unawares, ſpreads to admiration, 
and is not quenched at the pleaſure of Men, but is ma- 
naged by him who is ſtiled the Lord of Hoſts, until his 
Will be accompliſhed ; for, the battle is not always to 
the ſtrong, nor doth Victory lide with the greateſt Num- 
bers, bur is carried by the interpoſition of, ſometimes, 
very ſmall things from above, which neither the Wit of 
Man: could foreſee, nor his Power prevent : So the 
Spaniards gained the Day from the French, at the Siege 
of Gironne, Sept. 25. 1653. by the means of a ſwarm of 
Flyes which infeſted the French Horſe. I might prove a 
Providence, by the ſurpriſing Riſe and ſudden Greatneſs 
of ſome Families, the unaccountable Decay of others, 
the ſtrange and unexpeted Revolution of Kingdoms , 
the Cauſe, Beginning, Progreſs, Continuance and End 
of Publick Calamities ; for, the Lord is known by his Judg=- 
ments, | might atteſt the Hiſtory of the Fews, and 
bring in their preſent ſtate, as an Evidence of this 
Truth ; for formerly they were dignified above all Na- 
tions, and now they are more vile than any People ; 
they are numerous itil] as the Sand, and yet without In- 
heritance, Government, King, or Ruler 3 they are 
hated by all, and yet not deſtroyed by any ; often 
perſecuted, and til preſerved and encouraged to fulfil 
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the Prophecies of the * Scripture. I might inſtance 
the diſſolving of Alliances, the breaking 
of Confederacies, and the ſeaſonable re- 
moval of ſome Perſons out of the World, 
whoſe Life would have been the occaſion 
of great Commotions and Diſturbance to all about them, 
How happy was it for Britain, and what a Mark of the 
Providence of God, that the Dauphine of France, who 
was marry. d to ary Queen of Scots, died before he had 
lilue by her ? For if he had lived to have had Children, 
firſt Scorlzend would have become a Province to France, 
then the Reign of Queen Elizabeth would not have been 
ſo quiet; and laſtly, after her death, the Imperial Seat 
of Britain would have been transferred to Paris, or be- 
come the occaſion of fatal Wars and Diviſions. 

To prove a Providence, I might adduce the Exalta- 
tion of mean Men, and the Depreſſion of thoſe of the 
higheſt Quality; the remarkable Judgments which have 
ſeized ſome, and the wonderful unexpected Deliverances 
which others have met with : I might bring Inſtances 
from the Lives of particular Perſons ; nay, I could ap- 
peal to the cxperience of every ſerious, ingenuous and 
attentive Obſerver, if it doth not daily appear, that ze 
way of man is not in himſel/ ;, nor is it in him that walketh, to 
airett his ſteps : but that as the ways of all men are before the 
Lord, fo it is He only who ordereth all thetr goings. 

But then, if 1 would enlarge on all theſe Proofs, and 
treat this Snbject of Providence fo particularly, I 
ſhould far exceed the limits I ſet to my ſelf, and ſwell 
this Treatiſe to a big Volume: I will therefore content 
my ſelf at preſent with the ſimple Propoſal of theſe 
things, which are evident to any Man of Reading 
and Obſervation, and which being acknowledged, - do 
neceſlarily inferr an Univerſal and Particular Providence, 
and convincingly prove, that the Wiſe Providence of 
God reacheth to Publick States, and Private Perſons, and 
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In which Mens Prejudices againſ} Providence are 
conſidered, and their Objedtions anſwered. 


Picurws, who fanſied that the World was framed 
without Wiſdom, by meer Chance, and who de- 
nied a Providence, is very unjuſtly reckoned amongſt 
Philoſophers ; for how unworthy is he of that Name; 
who labours under Ignorance and Inconſideration, who 
is ignorant of the moſt important things, and who does 
not conſider the moſt obvious and common things ? 
Though the Methods of Providence are Inviſible, and 
the Ends of it ſometimes Myſterious, yet the Certaihty 
of it is evident ; for it is demonſtrable by Arguments 
both 4 Priori and Poſterior, it is deducible from the Na= 
ture of God, the ſtate of all created things, and from daily 
Occurrences. ?Tis true, there have been always ſome, 
and there are ſtill a great many who disbelieve a Provi- 
dence, and perhaps yet many more who never lay it to 
heart : But Mens Prejudices againſt the Belief of this 
Truth are moſt unreaſonable, and the ObjeCtions whick 
they propoſe are like the Accuſations of innocent Perſons, 
which when Examined, prove always to their Advan- 
tage, That therefore I may fully eſtabliſh this Truth; 
and remove from Men what hinders their embracing a 
Faith ſo certain, ſo important, and fo neceſſary ta 
the peace and quiet of their Minds, their preſent and fu« 
ture Happineſs, I will confider, at leaſt the chief Ob- 
jetions which are made againſt Providence, and I will 
ſhew what may be reaſonably anſwered unto them. 


t. Firſt then; 4A Providence Univerſal and Particular 
#5 judged impoſſible ; this World is thought a Province too vaſt 
and large for a ſingle Being, and it cannot appear” to the 


ſtrongeſt Imagination how any one Being can have at once 
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under his view all the Parts of the World, and every minute 
thing in it, 

This Prejudice is to be removed by the true Idea of 
God ; for it proceeds from ignorance of his Nature and 
Attributes, and therefore we refer to the Firſt Eſſay of 
this Part for a full and ſufficient Anſwer. What ſeems, 
and is really impoſſible to us, and all Finite Beings, is 
very poſſible to God, whoſe Eſſence, Wiſdom and 
Power are Infinite. The ſtrongeſt and greateſt Imagi- 
nation is Finite, and therefore ought not to preſcribe 
limits to the Actings of an Infinite Being. As Reaſon 
telſs us, that Faculties are to be proportion*d to their 
Objects, and Objects to the Faculties ; that Finite Facul- 
ties can only comprehend Finite Objects : ſo it teacheth 
us, that what is Infinite, is capable of commenſurating all 
things ; for all things that are, cannot make more than 
Infinite, which doth not exceed the Attributes and Per- 
feftions of God. The Government of the World would 
be too large a Province for Men, for Angels, or for the 
moſt perfe@ Creatures, or any Number of Finite Be- 
INgsS ; but It is not above the capacity and management 
of Him who is of great Power, whoſe Underſtanding 1s infi- 
zite, who doth great things paſt finding out, and Wonders with- 
out number, 


2. It is again objefted, That the Government of the 
World would be too great a trouble to God: That He being 
the Higheſt and moſt. Perſeih, muſt neceſſarily have the 
greateſt Happineſs, and be at the greateſt Reſt, and there- 
—_ cannot intermedale with what will give him Diſtur- 

ance, 

This was the main ObjeCtion of Epicurus, and it ſhews 
how ignorant he was of the Nature of True Happineſs, 
as well as of God, and other Things. ACtion is not 
inconſiſtent with Happineſs ; nor is the true and perfect 
Happineſs of Reaſonable and Intelligent Beings, a lazy 
Reſt, or ſtate of UnaQivity, otherwiſe a' Man is moſt 
happy, when the Faculties of his Soul and Body are bound 
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up with faſt ſleep. Idleneſs only pleaſeth thoſe who are 
fick, and who labour under the Diſtemper of Melan- 
choly ; and they are only churliſh, inhumane and 
peeviſh Perſons, who are unconcerned with the ſtate of 
others, and who grudge the pains of ſerving them. 
Wiſe Men are beſt pleaſed, when their Minds and Fa- | 
culties are employed ; and nothing can be more accep- 

table to generous Souls, than the occaſion of doing good 
Offices unto others. Reaſon, Scripture and Experience 
teach us, that the more perfect any one is, he is ſtill the 
more communicative, the more ready and willing to ex- 
tend himſelf, and to reach out his Capacities to the be- 
nefit of others, and that too without the conſideration 
of Returns. Angels love to miniſter unto Men ; and He 
who was greater than Angels, went up and down, all his 
life, z0img good; nor was the pains and travel which that 
put him to, in any wiſe uneaſie to him. Now, is it poſ- 
ſible that Man can out-doe God ? Can he want any good 
Quality which others have ? Is there any thing more 
Divine than Goodneſs or Benevolence? Muſt not there- 
fore theſe PerfeCtions be eſſential to God ? And muſt not 
his Goodneſs and Benevolence as far exceed what are in 
any Creature, as Infinite is above Finite ? There is no 
Obligation upon God, except what ariſes from himſelf, 
to take care of the World, to contrive the Good of his 
Creatures, and to adminiſter to their Neceſſities : but 
certainly his Nature prompteth him to it ; and when he 
doth it, it neither diſturbeth his Happineſs, nor diſ- 
quieteth his Mind, hurt giveth him pleaſure : being 1n- 
finite, he hath all Happineſs within himſelf, and re- 
quires nothing without him to encreaſe it; but if an 
addition to his Happineſs may be ſuppoſed, it is by the 
communication of himſelf, and the diſplaying of his Per- 
feftions to the good comfort and fatisfattion of his 
Creatures, eſpecially ſuch as are capable to perceive 
them. No other reaſon can be imagined why he created 
the World, and all the variety of Beings, but only that 
he might have an occaſion of this; and therefore we 
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may certainly conclude, that his Happineſs is in no wiſe 
impaired by his Care and Providence, which preſerve the 
World, ſupport and aſſiſt the ſeveral Beings in it, and 
vhich direct them to their proper Ends z eſpecially ſee- 
ing he can do all this by his Almighty Power, without 
Pains and trouble. When our Work 1s above our 
Strength, it is grievous; and Buſineſs is perplexing, 
when we want Time and Leiſure to do it : But none of 
theſe things can be ſuppoſed to vex God; for all things 
are poſſible unto him, great and ſmal} things, much 
and little are alike eafie unto Infinite Wiſdom and 
Power ; if Heſpeak the word, it is done; if He will it, 
the thing cometh to paſs : The voice of the Lord #3'powerful, 
the voice of the Lord ts full of majeſty ; he ſendeth forth his 
commanament upon earth ;, his word runneth very ſwiftly, and 
aoth not return void, but it accompliſheth that which he 
pleaſeth, and proſpereth in the thing whereto he ſent it. 


3. It is alledged, That a particular Providence, would be 
a depreſſion of the Deity far below it. ſelf,, and wonld oblige to 
Acts very unworthy of the Divine Majeſty, What a mean 
and diſhonourable thing would it be for God to attend the pro- 
auition of Maggots, Flyes and Inſetts ? to become Captain 
of their ſwarms, and ro direct the motions of ſuch contemprible 
Animals £ Is it worthy of God, to ſit a Spy on Mens 
Vords and Attions? to take advantage of their Impertmences ? 
ro concern bimſelf *with their little Differences ? to throw a- 
mongſt them bones of Contention, to caſt in feeds of Jealouſie 
and Diſcord? What is Man, that he ſhould have God for 
his Tutor ? and what are alt the Tranſattions of Mankind, 
but a heap of Follies, a conſtant repetition of abſurd and un- 
reaſenable Ats? The Reign of Kings, and the Life of mean 
Men, are 1 contrived, end worſe atted Plays ;, and is it 
proper for the Almighty to be either Spettator or Fuage of ſuch 


rhizgs ? has he no better Employment ſor himſelf ? and muSt 


bs wiſer Thoughts be interrupted by ſuch mean ſilly Matters ? 
Some think to ſhifr and put off this Banter and Drol- 
lery, by denying the immediate Operation of God HE, 
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ſelf, and eſtabliſhing the Mediation of Second Cauſes, 
and the Miniſtry of Inferior Spirits : But this, in my 
jadgment, doth not anſwer the Objection, nor remove 
the Prejudice, if it ought to: be removed ; for though 
Second Cauſes be generally uſed, and Angels and other 
Spirits employed, yet ſceing both are preſerved by God, 
ſeeing the one operate by his Influence, and the other 
go out at his Command, it inferreth his intermedling, 
and the particular application of his Providence, as much 
as if he did all immediately by himſelf : And what 1s be- 
low God, and unworthy of him, if done by himſelf, is 
as much ſo when done by his direCtion ; for either way 
the thing falls under his knowledge and care. Where- 
fore I chuſe rather to ſay that this ObjeQion was at firſt 
made by ſome proud Huff, and can only have weight 
with one who has a falſe Idea of Dignity and State, and 
who thinks they are only to be ſupported by a ſtarch*d 
diſtance from Inferiours: Some know no better way of 
declaring their Quality, but by the ſcorn and contempt 
of others ; they are afraid that *rwould blot their Scut- 
cheon, and ſtain their Honour, if they ſhould be af- 
fefted with the Circumſtances of the meaner ſort, if 
they ſhould lay themſelves out to help. and relieve them. 
A Beau would paſs by a poor Man, and ſuffer him to 
periſh, rather than to hazard the bedaubing his Shooes, 
by pulling him ont of a Ditch, though his own Father 
perhaps, like a Muſhroom, did ſpring out of the Dung- 
hill. But the Sentiments of fantaſtical Fops are not to 
be regarded, nor is it reaſonable to take meaſure from 
them, who never had a juſt Thought, nor wiſe Refie- 
ction. In the Eyes of wiſe Men, the doing of Good can 
never be diſhonourable ; nor can Greatneſs ſhine fo bright, 
as when it is diſplayed to the benefit of others. It doth 
not leſſen the Glory of the Sun, nor doth it take from 
the Value of his Beams, that he ſhines upon the Dung- 
hill, and warms the Worms and Maggors which breed 
there. Kings do not proſtitute their Majeſty, but raiſe 
the Eſteem of it, by taking care of the Poor, defending 
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the Weak, righting the Oppreſled, and diffuſing the In- 
fluences of their Power and Authority to the comfort of 
all within their reach. Ir is certainly berter to give, than 
co receive; and he 1s moſt Honourable, who is moſt Be- 
nefictal. 

As the Scripture plainly extends the Divine Provi- 
dence to the ſmalleſt things, to the Hairs of our Head, 
and to the moſt minute circumſtances of life ; ſo this 
doth not derogate from the Divine Majeſty, but doth 
manifeit the Greatneſs of his Power and Wiſdom, and 
the Infinite Capacity of his Eſſence. If *twas diſhono- 
rable for God to look to what is ſmall] and little in our 
eſteem, ?rwould be no leſs diſhonourable to conſider the 
things that we judge greatelt ; for all things are equally 
inferior unto God ; the higheſt Angel, as well as the 
ſmalleſt Mite, is infinitely below God : wherefore it is 
ſaid, that He humbleth himſelf, to behold the things that are 
in the heavens, and in the earth. But then this Humility 
and Condeſcenſion in God, is his Glory ; it declares his 
wonderful Goodneſs with his other Perfe&tions, which 
obligeth all. Rational and Intelligent Beings to love and 
honour him to the utmoſt of their power, We may 
very well admire and be aſtoniſhed at God?s condeſcen- 
dence to Creatures, which he may be without, and 
which are not uſeful to him : But it is Ignorance, as well 
as Blaſphemy, to ſay that any Inſtance of his Providence 
is unworthy of him ; for the ſmalleſt and moſt inconſi- 
derable, if any Act of Providence may be called ſo, doth 
ſhew forth one or other of the Divine Perfettions an4 
Attributes ; by ſmall things he ſhews his Greatneſs ; by 
weak things, his Strength 5 by fooliſh things, his Wiſ- 
dom ; by the wickedneſs and impertinency of Men, his 
Holineſs, Juſtice, Patience, Long-ſuftering and For- 
bearance z and whatever ſheweth any Divine PerfeCtion, 
declareth his Glory, ard is not below or unbecoming his 
Infinize Majeſty. BN S 
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4+ It is further objeCted. againſt a Providence, with 
reſpe& to Future Times, That it s impoſſible, becauſe it 
ſuppoſeth the knowledge of things to come, which cannot be 
known ; for how can that be kyown, which dependeth upon 
the uncertain pleaſure of Free Agents, which may be, or may 
n0t be ?- and whether it will be, or not be, can only be deter- 
mind by the event ? 

It is certain, that Providence ſuppoſeth God's fore- 
knowledge of all things which will or may fall out. even 
to Eternity ; nor could the World be governed without 
ſuch Wiſdom and Knowledge, which Jews, Heathens, 
and Chriſtians, and all except Socinians, have aſcribed to 
God. The Scripture plainly aſſerts, that God knoweth 
before-hand all which happeneth in the World, that he 
fore-ſeeth all the Devices of Men, and underſtandeth 
their very Thoughts afar off; and all this not only of 
the Men aQtually exiſting, but even of thoſe who are not 
yet in being. The Scripture alſo giveth manifold In- 
ſtances of the truth of this, which at preſent we have 
not leiſure to conſider ; and the ſame may be confirmed 
in part by ſome other PrediCftions, which have had un- 
doubted atteſtation, though certainly many have been 
pretended, and impoſed upon the World, which were 
not true or genuine. How contingent Futurities, how 
the free Aftions of Creatures endow'd with a freedom of 
Will, may be known long before theſe very Creatures 
exiſt, is indeed incomprehenſible, but we muſt not 
therefore ſay that it is impoſſible; for there be many 
other things in God, which we can comprehend as little 
as this : The Extent of his Power, and the manner of its 
Operations, can no more be conceived than that of his 
Wiſdom ; and we do no- more underſtand how his 


_ Power created all things of nothing, or how it preſerves 


all things in being, than how his Wiſdom comes to know 
all that ſhall be at the greateſt diſtance of time : Neither 
his Wiſdom nor Power are to be'limited by our narrow 
Apprehenſions ; as he doth things which we cannot un- 
derftand, fo he knoweth things which we cannot con- 

ceive. 


res, 
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ceive. Certainly he knoweth the Nature and Conſtitu- 
tion of all his own V Vorks, the Virtues and Powers of 


Inanimate Things, and the Effetts which they are ca- 


Pable to produce ; he knoweth the Temper and Inclina- 
tions of Reaſonable Creatures, and the Impreſſions 
which ſuch and ſuch Circumſtances may haveupon them ; 
and we cannot but allow him the Knowledge of his own 
Purpoſes, and the Means laid down for their accom- 
pliſhmenrc z and if ſo, we muſt acknowledge that he 
foreſeeth every thing which ſhall be; for he will not 


permit any thing which - may defeat his Purpoſes, or - 


diſappoint thoſe Ends which he ſet before himſelf, It 
is indeed this Knowledge which dire&eth his Provi- 
dence ; for Providence 1s only the proſecution of the 
eternal Purpoſes of his Counſel. Hence it is that Pro- 
vidence is never puzled, ſtraitned, or ſtopped, like 
Humane Counſels ; for Men do not, neither can foreſee 
every thing, many things fall out which they could 
not have under their cognizance, and therefore they are 
forced to new Deliberations and Concerts ; whereezs 
God did foreſce all things from the Beginning, and did 
conſider how every thing might ſerve the Ends he pro- 
poſed, and accordingly his Providence doth manage 
them as they happen. 


5. Some will not admit of a Providence, becauſe 
It ſeems to them altogether inconſiſtent with the freedom of our 
Natures ;, it makes Men meer Puppets and Machines, and 
deſtroys the Morality of Flumane Actions. 

As ſome here will not admit a Providence, leſt they 
ſhould take away that Liberty which they judge the Or- 
naiment of our Nature ; ſo there be others, who out of 
reipe@& to Providence, will not allow Mankind any Li- 
berty or Freedom, but do put Men and their Actions 
under the ſame neceſſity of Natural and Inanimate 
Things; whoſe Motibns are not voluntary, but abſo- 
lutely determined by Mechanical Laws, or ſome Phyſical 
Influence. Thus Men run to Extremes, and let ga one 

or 
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or other, becauſe they know notthow to reconcile them : 
which was juſtifiable enough, if we were obliged to find 
out all the ways of God, and to explain all the myſterious 
Contrivances of his Counſel. If there was nothing above 
the reach of Humane Underſtanding, then indeed inſupe- 
rable Difficulties would be good and unanſwerable Ar- 
guments againſt the Truth or Being of a Thing : But if 
there be any Modeſty or Ingenuity in Men, they muſt 
confeſs, that there are many things which they cannot 
unfold ; and therefore *tis unreaſonable to deny the Cer- 
tainty of plain things, becauſe their mutual relation and 
connection cannot be explained. Shall many clear De- 
monſtrations of Providence be denied, becauſe Men are 
free ? Or, becauſe God abſolutely governeth the VVorld, 
and ordereth every thing in it, ſhall we contradict Sence, 
Reaſon and Experience, which aſſure us of our Liberty 
and Freedom ? Muſt one of theſe neceſlarily not be, 
or is it impoſſible that both of them can ſubſiſt together, 
becauſe the Chain of their Union and Co-exiſtence doth 
not appear to us ? 

I do not ſee it reaſonable why the Difficulties of Fro- 
vidence ſhon?®d ſhake the Belief of it : And as tothe pre- 
ſent Difficulties, I do not think them ſo inſuperable as 
{ome imagine, whatever Debates they have occafion'd 
in the Schools of Heathens, Jews and Chriſtians. They 
who make Providence and Humane Liberty to claſh, have 
not right apprehenſions of either : they confound Pro- 
vidence with abſolute Predeſtination ; which indeed 
takes away the freedom of Mens Actions, and makes 
them become the ACtions of God, as much as the ſtrokes 
of a Pencil are to be aſcribed to the Painter in whoſe 
Hand it is ; and fo the Evil which Men do, is equally 
chargeable upon God as the Good, which is horrid 
Blaſphemy, and altogether inconſiſtent with the Juſtice 
and Purity of the Divine Nature : Or, on the other hand, 
they ſet up ſuch a Notion of Liberty, as makes it as irre- 
concilable to Reaſon, as to Providence ; for that Liber- 


Ty is not conſiſtent with Reaſon, which muſt needs be de- 


ſtroyed 
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ſtroyed by the wiſe ConduCtt of a good Government, 
that is, which 1s not reconcilable to {nſtrution, Con- 
viction, the propoſal of Advantages and Inconveniences, 
Rewards and Puniſhments, and what elſe may influence 
a Reaſonable Creature, and work upon its Paſſions. 

As Spontaneous Motion is neceſlary to the Animal 
Life, ſo freedom of Chuſing and Doing is eſſential to the 
Rational Nature. Quibus meſt ratio, ipſis etiam ineſt v0- 
lendi nolendique libertas, ( ſaith Boethizs,) That AC 


which is not voluntary, which proceeds not from a free. 


choice upon the perception and pondering of the matter, 
carnot be ſaid properly to be an Act of a Reaſonable 
Creature : For here lies the difference betwixt the 
Actions of Reaſonable Creatures, and the Motions of 
things without Reaſon ; theſe are the effets of ſome 
External Force and Impreſſion, or of ſome Inward Me- 
chaniſm z whereas thoſe flow from Knowledge, Appro- 
bation and Choice. Things deſtitute of Reaſon, are 
not ſenſible of what they do, they have not proper In- 
clinations or Averſions, they cannot give either Aſſent 
or Conſent, nor are they capable,.to make any Reſiſtance. 
The Sun doth not move and ſhine: from true Inclinations 
to communicate his Light and Heat ; nor doth a Tree 
bloſſom, ſpread its Leaves, and ſend forth Fruit, by 
Deſire and Choice : therefore whatever Value ought to 
be put on theſe things, and whatever Praiſe is due to 
the Author and Contriver, the things themſelves cannot 
be either praiſcd or blamed for what they do : Bur it is 
the property of Reaſonable Creatures to underſtand 
what they do, and why it is done ; their Mind firſt con- 
ſents, and their Will chuſeth ; wherefore their Actions 
are chargeable upon themſelves, and do render them 
either Culpable, or Praiſe-worthy, Rational and Inte]- 
ligent Beings muit be free, their Nature requires it ; 
They are not accountable, it they have not a freedom to 
will and chuſe ; without this, Reaſon and Underſtanding 
are given to no purpoſe. And as Freedom is eſlential to 
the Rational Nature, ſq it encreaſcth according to the 
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meaſure of Wiſdom and Knowledge which one hath ; 
for the more a thing is known, and the better it is un- 
derſtood, the more freely it is approved or diſapproved, 
and one is the more ſtrongly affefted or diſaffected to it. 
God is abſolutely Free ; not only becauſe he hath no 
Superiour, but becauſe he is infinitely Wiſe, and hath 
perfe& Knowledge of all things ; whence it is that his 
Will is never in ſ{uſpence, nor under any conſtraint, 
neither can be determined to any thing but what is right, 
juſt and-good, that is, to what his own Wiſdom ſeeth 
fit. Angels are more free than Men, becauſe they know 
more, underſtand better, and make more ſerious Re- 
fletions : Our Will follows the Light of aur Under- 
ſtanding, and our Aﬀections and Choice are the Conſe- 
quences of our Notions and Apprehenſions ; wherefore 
a wicked Man is not Maſter of Humane Liberty ſo 
much as a good Man, becauſe this Man underſtandeth 
the way he walketh io, he is convinc'd that it is good, 
he chuſeth it with good-will, and cleaveth to it heartily 
whereas the other, either like a Beaſt without Under- 
ſtanding, is driven he knows not whither, or he as 
with Doubts and Fears, and ſome ſenſe of the Evil which 
he doth ; which are as contrary to the Liberty of a Rea- 
{onable Creature as Fetters, Chains and Clogs, and are 
aS uneaſie and burthenſom to the Mind, as theſe are to 
| the Body. 

Toreturn : As all that are Reaſonable,are alſo Free ; ſo 
this Freedom is not an Indifferency to Good or Evil, nor 
doth it conliſt in the being undetermined to Act, or not 
| toAX; bur itconſiſts inthis, that they are capable to be 
{wayed by Reaſon, that they can will and chuſe what is 
propoſed, approve and diſapprove of things according as , 
theyare repreſented: And therefore this Liberty is not ei-.e 
ther deſtroyed or impaired byCounſel, by Perſualion,or byc- 
the propoſal of what is agreeable or diſagreeable : Whions 
clears the Underſtanding, what informs the Judgmenttheſe 
what allures the AſteCtions,doth indeed deter min Meris pur=- 
it is by making them more willing ; for by this mem of the 

Freedom 
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Tyes are broken which fetter*d their Wills, which re- 
tarded their Choice, and which hindred. their hearty 
Reſolutions. Conſequently it is not inconſiſtent with 
Humane Liberty, to be under a wiſe Conduct, and yet 
far leſs to be under the guidance of Divine Providence, 
which doth no violence to the Humane Nature, but 
which leaveth to Men the uſe of their Senſes and Reaſon, 
the Faculties of Judging and Diſcerning, the Power of 
Wiſhing and Willing what pleaſeth them, and Inclina- 
tions which can be ſwayed by Reaſon or Intereſt, by 
Pleaſure or Profit. 

Providence doth not charge the Nature of Things, 
but wiſely manageth every thing according to its own 
Nature: God doth not move Brutiſh and Inanimate 
Things by Reaſonable Arguments, or the propoſal of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, of which they are altogether 
incapable ; nor doth he guide Men by Force and Vio- 
lence ; he doth not uſe ſuch Compulſion towards them, 
as is unſvitable to their State or Condition ; who there- 
fore were created Reaſonable or Free, that they might 
be capable of meriting his Favour, and lyable to Re- 
wards and Puniſhments by their own Ats, and the exer- 
ciſe of their own Reaſon. He can and doth turn the 
Hearts of Men whither he pleaſeth, but it is by methods 
and ways ſuitable to Reaſonable Creatures : He either 
ſuggeſts immediately what may convince and perſuade, 
or he engageth them into ſuch Circumſtances as are moſt 
proper to influence and determine them. Thus the 
Actions of Men are always their own, that is, volun- 
tary ; and what they do, they ever do willingly, and 
of their own accord, without any reſpec to the Ends 
which God hath before him. 

AS External Government ſuppoſeth Men Rational 
and Free, ſo doth Providence: And as the Defign of 
that, is not to deſtroy Mens Reaſon and Freedom, but 
to direCt to the right uſe of them ; even ſo it is with 
Providence, by which God wiſely and wonderfully 


governs the Worid : The End of. both, is to manage 
the 
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the various Inclinations of Men, ſo as that they may beſt 
ſerve the Publick Good. Without prejudice to the na- 
tural Rights and Liberties of private Perſons, a Govern- 
ment may lay upon them outward Reſtraints and En- 
gagements for ſecuring the Common Welfare of the 
State, which is alſo always the Advantage of every one. 
So the wiſer Providence of God, by the junCture of Cir- 
cumſtances, by various Methods, and diverſe Occur- 
rences, doth oblige Men to carry on what he deſigns, 
without deſtroying the Freedom of their Minds, or 
offering violence to their particular Inclinations: No 
violence is done to Mens Minds ; none are neceffitated, 
without their conſent, to either Good or Evil; it is ſtill 
their own Wills which determine them upon ſome one 
conſideration or another. Every one freely purſueth his 
own Inclinations, and willeth and chuſeth what he doth, 
and therefore is either blameable or praiſe-worthy : 
bat God, who knoweth what they wil], what they chuſe 
and do, doth by his infinite Wiſdom fo order it, that 
every Man's Inclination, Will, Choice, and Action, may 
ſet forward his Deſigns. As a $kilful Player at Cheſs 
carrieth on his Projeft without changing the con- 
certed Laws of the Game, or altering the ſteps and 


motions of the particular Cheſs-men ; ſo God maketh 


all his Creatures ſerve his Will, without changing their 
Natures, or the Laws he hath eſtabliſhed, or the Pri- 
vileges which he hath granted to ſome above others ; he' 
can uſe the free Actions of his Reaſonable Creatures, as 
well as the neceſlary Motions of others, and by both 
promote the ſecret Purpoſes of his Counſel. 

Thus it may appear how Providence is reconcilable 
with the Freedom of Mens Aftions. Men are free, but 
Providence over-rul<cth them ; they chuſe and determine 
themſelves, but it is as Providence adminiſtreth the Oc- 
caſion ; they have particular Inclinations and Aﬀettions 
which ſway them, and Providence maketh uſe of theſe 
to draw them voluntarily whither he ſees fit for his pur- 
pole: And fo neither Providence depriveth Men of the 

Freedom 
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Freedom which belongs to Reaſonable Creatures ; not 
are the Evil and Irregularity of Mens AQions char- 
geable upon Providence, becauſe there is no Compulſion 
uſed. 


6. Theſe are the Objeftions by which ſome endeavour 
to Caſt a Providence 4 Priori, from the Nature of it, 
as being either impoſſible or unreaſonable, unbecoming 
God, or diſagreeable to the Condition of Humane Na- 
ture, the weakneſs of which, I think, has been made 
ſufficiently appear. I come next to conſider their Argu- 
ments a Poſteriori, drawn from what is de Fatto ob- 
ſervable, and I hope to evince that they are not ſtronger 
than the other. 

And Firſt, they ſay, Ut is vain to referr all things to 4 
Providence, ſeeing all things are effefFuated by natural and 
proper Means, and that clear and reaſonable Cauſes can be 
aſſign'd of all the Good and Evil which befalls Men, A Farm 
yieldeth according 10 the Pains which is taken upon it, and the 
Skill and Care by which it is managed: It is the hand of the 
diligent which maketh rich ; but he that loveth ſleep, 
cometh to poverty, and drowſineſs doth cloath a man 
with rags. The prudent Man thriveth better than another, 
becauſe he ordereth his Affairs with Diſcretion, Mens Ad- 
vancement comes by their Cunning and Induſtry, their Flat- 
tery or Serviceableneſs, their Relation to ſome Favourite, or 
the Friends which their Money hath purchaſed, What need us 
there of a ſpecial Providence for preferring Relations to Stran- 
gers, Friends to Enemies ? for Hanging a Thief, or other 
Malefattor ? or drawing down Diſgrace, and the Fury of a 
Government, upon thoſe who are not well affefted toit ? And 
may not Twenty thouſand defeat Ten thouſand, without the 
mnterpoſition of Providence * God (as ſome Atheiſts are 
pleaſed to ſay) is always on the ſtrongeſt fide ; and be- 
cauſe they ſee almoſt all things carried on by Skill and 

Cunning, Fraud and Violence, Force and Power, Love 
and Hatred, therefore they will not admit any other 
Providence than theſe, 
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To all this I anſwer, Firſt, That 'tis true, Providence 
generally and more conſtantly worketh by what they 
call Natural Means, ard bringeth things about by Me- 
thods that ſeem rational and proper to effectuate them z 
for this is neceſſary, to keep up the authority of the Di- 
vine Laws, to preſerve that Order God hath eſtabliſhed 
amongſt his Creatures, and to ſecure that State into 
which his Wiſdom was plcas'd to ſettle the World. 
However, God is certainly the Author of every good 
Gift : Whatever Benckt any receiveth from anpuhing, 
it is by virtue of his particular Appointment ; for the 
Creatures can do nothing, unleſs He operate with them. 
It is {till God that worketh, whethcr the Means uſed be 
Natural, or above Nature, or contrary to it, What 
ſeems to us Probable and Improbable, Natural and Un- 
natural, Proper and Improper, arc all alike to him ; 
his power worketh as much the one way as the other, 
and whatever be the Means and Mcthods, the Effects are 
to be aſcribed to God, who alone preſerveth all things, 
and ruleth all things ; i whon all things live,move,and bave 
their being , who appointeth and GireCteth the Opera- 
tions of all things, and who can and doth ſuſpend them 
at his pleaſure. But it hath not ſeemed good unto God; 
to do all things immediatcly by himſelf ; or what I may 
rather ſay, it pleaſeth his Wiſdom to work often incogrnio, 
under the veil and mask of his own Creatures: That be 
might fix and regulate the Dependence of his Rational 
Creatures eſpecialjy, and give them occaſion to uſe their 
Reaſon, to ſhew their Skill and Induſtry, and to exert 
thoſe Underſtanding Facultics with which they are cn- 
dned, he hath appointed feveral Means and Methods of 
conveying the Good they would be at, and the Benefits 
they ſtand in need of: And to theſe Means and Methods 
we mnſt and ought to have reconrſe for what we want 
and deſire, 'though at the ſame time Duty and Reaſor: 
oblige ns to look up unto God, and to own him the 
Giver of all that we receive by them. If we would live; 
we mult eat ; though man hwerhb not by bread alone, but by 
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the word which proceedeth out of the mouth of God : If we 
would refreſh our wearied Bodies, we muſt lie down, 
though 7 # God who giveth ſleep : Neither can our Bed 
comfort us, nor our Couch eaſe our Complaint, unleſs 
he make them ; for Dreams will ſcare us, and melancholy 
'Thovghts terrifie us : If we would have the Fruits of the 
Earth, we muſt ſow, and plant, and, water ; though 
certainly it is God who giveth the encreaſe : If we would 
ſucceed in our Calling and Aﬀairs, we muſt uſe Prudence 
and Diligence ; and yet when one enjoyeth the good of ail 
bis labour, and rejoiceth in his own works, it ts the gift of God, 
(ſaith the Wiſe Man.) Houſes do not ſpring out of the 
Ground ; and Cities are liable to be burnt or ſurpriz'd, 
if they be not ſtritly watched ; and yet, Except the Lord 
build the houſe, they labour in vain that build it ; and, Ex- 
cept the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. 
When Enemies gather together, it is prudent and proper 
to ſeek to ſave our ſelves by a greater Force and Strength, 
though that be no certain Security ; for God can make 
one man chaſe five, and ten men put an hundred to flight, 
In a word, We are obliged to uſe outward natural 
Means, and to follow rational and proper Methods for 
compaſling our Deſigns, though the Succeſs of them is 
wholly from God ; and in the uſe of them, we ought 
to acknowledge his Providence no leſs than in Miracles, 
and the moſt unuſual ſurpriſing Occurrences ; for though 
Providence be not ſo viſible in the one as the other, 
to Men who walk by Senſe azd Sight, yet *$will be ac- 
knowledged really and equally intereſted in both, by 
thoſe who walk by Faith, that is, whoſe Reaſon is exal- 
ted to the Contemplation of the Nature of Things, 
whoſe Underſtandings are opened to the diſcerning of 
hidden and inviſible Cauſes, and who conſider well the 
Fulneſs and All-ſufficiency of God, and the Vanity and 
Inſufficiency of the Creatures. Miracles are not more 
expenſive unto God than Natural Means ; the Almighty 
can as caſily work by Wonders, as by the ſettled courſe 


of Nature : But then if God ſhould change the preſent 
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State of Things, if he ſhould invert the Order of Na- 
ture, and break the Chain of Second Cauſes, if always 
or very frequently he ſhould efteftuate his Will by a fiar, 
or by uncertain Methods, which could be neither ex- 
pected nor calculated ; then how could Men employ or 
exerciſe their Reaſon ? There would be no occalion for 
Humane Prudence or Induſtry ; there would be no en= 
couragement to uſe Endeavours, or to enter upon En» 
terprizes 3 ?ewould be in vain to projet Advantages, 
or to forecaſt Dangers, to entertain Hopes or Fears 
then our Paſſions and Faculties would have little or no 
Matter to work upon, which would render our State 
and Life very dull and unaQtive, and confine our Souls to 
the dwarfiſh ſtature of their firſt produCtion ; for natu- 
rally Men do not grow Wiſer, or improve to PerfeCtion 
they do not out-grow their firſt Infant-ſtate, but by a 
continued exerciſe of their Reaſon, by conſidering 
Cauſes, drawing Conſequences, making Obſervations, 
and comparing one thing with another. Wherefore 
when all is duly conſidered, the bringing things about 
generally by natural Means, by rational and proper Me- 
thods, is a Demonſtration of the ſpecial Wiſdom of 
God, which continually conſults the Good and Happineſs 
of Mankind : And what proves a conſtant Tract of both 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, can never be a reaſonable Ob- 
jetion againſt the Divine Providence. 

But, Secondly, Though generally Natural Means and 
Rational Methods be effeCtual, yet they are not always 
ſo; which ſhews that their Efficacy is not of themſelves, 
but from Him who appointed them. God, as an Ab- 
ſolute Sovereign, ſetteth Rules, and preſcribeth Mea- 
ſures to us his Subjects, but he alſo retaineth the Pre- 
rogative of diſpenſing with them at his pleaſure : Hence 
it is that we often ſee Nature ſtopt, the EifeCts of Second 
Cauſes ſuſpended, Natural Means inefteftual, and the 
moſt Rational Methods fail : What has been very fortu- 
nate to one, has been very fatal to another; a Jeſt has 


raiſed ſome, and ruined others z Wealth has ſometimes 
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ſaved Men, and ſometimes haſtened their DeſtruQtion z 
ſome have been taken into Favour, becauſe of their Cun- 
ning and Serviceableneſs, and others have been kick'd 
fiom Courts, for the very ſame reaſon : ſometimes 
Roughneſs ſtriketh Awe, at other times it Exaſperates 
as Mcekneſs ſometimes commandeth Reſpect, and at 
otner times It is treated with Contempt. How often are 
wiſe men turned backwards, and their knowledge made fooliſh ? 
How often are States-men baffled ? Great Men deſpiſcd ? 
and Friends forſaken ? Merit is not always attended 
with Advancement and Rewards, nor are the greateſt 
Criminals proſecuted. Two are often recommendable 
by the ſame Action, and yet one of them is preferr'd, 
and the other ſlightcd ; and T'wo others will be in the 
ſame Condemnation, and one of them only periſheth, 
for the other findeth favour. It was the conſtant 
Obſervation of former Ages, and it is confirn?d by the 


Experience of the preſent, That the race 1s not to the 


ſwift, nor the battle ro the ſtrong 3 neither vet bread to the 
Wiſe, nor yet riches to men of underſt anding, nor yet favour to 
.mtn of skall. Some riſe early, and ſit up late, and always eat 
the bread of ſorrow: All their days they drudge for 
Riches, bur never obtain them ; for what they earn, 
goes into Bags with Holes ( as the Prophet ſpeaks,) it 
tlips away inſenſibly, and all their, labour is in vain. 
Some grow Rich, and others come to Poverty, by ways 
Invilible and unzcconntable; no Certain or Probable 
K eaſon can be given for either, nor yet for many other 
things which fall our in the World. Neither Humane 
Reaſon nor Experience can aſſure things; things often 
fall out very contrary to the Expeftation of Men, to 
the promiling and probable Appearances of them, to the 
conceriecd Maxims of Prudence and Policy. And there- 
fore it muſt be own*d, that Humane Afﬀairs are managed 
not by the Wit or Prudence of Men, but by the Inviſible 
Providence of God, who doth thus often divert and 
blaſt the Natural Means which Men uſe, and defeat 
their Wiſe and Rational Coutrivances, that hereby he 

may 
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may maintain and declare his Abſolute Dominion over 
them, and all other chings. It is Man's part to be Wiſe 
and Prudent, to be Aftive and Diligent, and God deſires 
it ; but it is not ſuitable to the decorum of his Sovereign 
Majeſty, to act always at the pleaſure of Men, and to 
do whatever they would. Men, as his Subjefts, may 
humbly petition, by the uſe and application of ſuch 
Means and Mcthods as he has appointed or allowed : but 
if their Petitions were never denied, like ſome Sabjetts, 
they would forget their diſtance, and turn infolent upon 
Majeſty ; they would fancy that they might preſcribe to 
the free Lord of Heaven and Earth, and would readily 
believe that all their As were Bonds and Obligations up- 
on him, which he could not refuſe to approve and fulfil : 
Wherefore God ruleth the World arbitrarily ; he doth 
according to his own will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth : He giveth and denicth Succets 
to the natural Acts of his Creatures ; he approveth and 
diſapproveth the Projects and Endeavours of Men ; he 
maketh rich and poor ; he ſctteth up and pulleth down 
at his pleaſure ; that it may appear that his Dominion 
is Abſolute ; th.ic all the Inhabitants of the earth are reputed 
as nothing before him ;, that none can ſtay his hand, or ſay 
unto him, What doſk thou? And that he may abaſe the 
Pride of Man, and teach him his Duty, and an humble 
Dependance on himſelf, and preſerve him from an ido- 
latrous Truſt and Afﬀance in any other thing. 

Finally, I deſire thoſe who make this ObjeQion, to 
conſider, what their own and every Man's Experience 
will tel] them, that whatever may be aſcribed to Hu- 
mane Reaſon and Prudence, to the Endeavours and 
Contrivances of Men, and whatever place may be al- 
lowed to Mens Humours, Paſſions and Inclinations ; yet 
both Private and Publick Afﬀairs are chiefly rurned by 
unforeſeen Accidents, furthered or hindred by unex- 
pected Occurrences, which in no wiſe depend on the 
Will of Man. Suppoſe the Ship never ſo tizht, the 
Pilot never fa skilful, and all neceſſary Proviſions got 
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aboard ; yet the Voyage cannot be performed, unleſs 
the Wind and Weather favour it : It is even juſt ſo in all 
other Tranſattions, which are proſpered or fruſtrated, 
advanced or retarded, according as Heaven ſhines or 
blows upon them. As was obſerved and declared be- 
fore, Man being Rational, is allowed to adt freely ; 


and ſo every Man a&s his own Part, according to his 


particular Qualification, Humour or Inclination ; but 
when, where, and in what things, is not left to their 
own choice ; that is determined by the ſpecial Acts of 
Providence, which do not fall under the Confidera- 
tion of Men. Generally Men are carried whither they 
never thought on, and engaged in buſineſs which they 
never dreamt. of. Some have been involv'd in Aﬀairs, 
while they were contriving a retreat ; and others have 
been driven into Solitude, who were ambitious of pub- 
lick Employment. How little do Men foreſee the Con- 
ſequences of their own Undertakings at firſt ? they are 
embark*d, before they be well aware; and when once 
engaged, cannot retire when they would, no more than 
he whois aboard a Veſſel, can return to Land after that 
It is ſet fail, but are carried on until they either arrive at 
Honour and Prefermenr, or ſplit and make ſhipwreck 
of Life and Fortune. What important Changes, both 
to the better and worſe, do happen to Private Perſons, 
and Publick States, by the Death of one, and the Birth 
of another, by an occaſional Viſit, an accidental Ren- 
counter, a Showre of Rain, and ſeveral other things 
which are not at the arbitrement of Men, and which 
they can neither foreſee nor prevent ? 

Is there any thing of greater importance to private 
Perſons at preſent, to their Poſterity, nay, to the Pub- 
lick it ſelf, than Marriage, and the Alliance which fol- 
low upon it ? This often determines their Employment, 
and the Place of their Reſidence ; is the occaſion of very 
good or very ill Fortune, and engageth them unto Prin- 
ciples and Parties which contribute either to the ſupport 
or ruine of the State : And yet perhaps there is no 

TranſaQtion 
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TranſaQtion of Man's Life, in which there is leſs choice 
or deliberation ; for ſometimes it is concerted without 
the conſent of the Parties; ſometimes they precipitate 
themſelves into it, without examining the Circumſtances 
and Conſequences ; and ſometimes they are drawn toge- 
ther by the ſtrong ( both pleaſant and uneafie ) Tyes 
of Paſſion and Inclination, which are not capable of 
Reaſon and Perſuaſion, which had a ſtrange and ſudden 
Riſe, which proceed from Cauſes unknown to them- 
ſelves, and which can be as little explained as the natural 
averſions which ſome have to certain Meats and Scents. 
If Reaſon, if Intereſt, if Beauty, if a graceful Mien, if 
Humour, if a good Behaviour, was the motive under 
Conſideration, I do not ſay that Aﬀettion would be 
indifferent to all, or not much ſtronger towards one 
than another ; for theſe Advantages are not ſcatter?d 
alike equally amongſt all: but certainly there would 
not be ſuch a vehemement and particular byaſle towards 
any ; for whatever Fancy may ſuggeſt, there is none ſo 
eminent in all or any of theſe Qualifications as to be ſin- 
gular. PerfeCtions and ImperfeCtions are ſo intermix?d, 
even amongſt the Belſe Monat, that an impartial Judge 
could hardly decide the preference : If Love was not 
partial, it would not take fire, and be kindled into 
almoſt unquenchable flames, upon a paſſing Glance, a 
fingle View, a ſhort Converſation, and be inſenſible of 
the continued Influences of other at leaſt equal Charms. 
But becauſe Reaſon is no Security to Duty in the preſent 
corrupt ſtate of Mankind, therefore ſuch ſecret and par- 
ticular Inclinations are, as I may ſay, Inſpired, to de- 
termine the Choice, and to fence the AﬀeCtions from 
wandring after it is made; and ſometimes they diſ- 
entangle one from all the other Sex, and oblige them to 
a Celibate ſtate who were reſolved on Wedlock, which 
makes a great difference in one?s life. By one or other 
of theſe ways above-mention'd Marriage is effetuated : 
Perſons in remote and diſtant places, who knew nor. 
each other ſo much as by Name, are brought together : 
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and not they themſelves only, but their Friends alſo are 
often obliged to take new meaſures which they never 
thought of. 

By theſe and ſome other Inſtances it is evident, that 
Men have not the abſolnte command of themſelves, nor 
are at their own diſpoſal, but are entirely managed by 
an Inviſible Power. Their Prudence, their Paſſions, 
their Humours ard Inclinations, their Vertues and Vices, 
are indeed the Springs which move them, but not until 
they be put into motion themſelves, by the concurrence 
of Providential Circumſtances ; they are as the Keys of 
a Muſical Inſtrument, which only play when and as the 
Hand of Providence touchcth them, 


It is, Sccondly, urged againſt the being of a Provi- 
foes That all things ſeem rather the Effetts of blind Chance , 
for thire is wo diſcrimination of Perſons or Cauſes, there ts 10 
due regard tothe Merits of etther, Good and Bad fare alike, 
all th:ngs come alike to all; thire is one event to the Righteous 
and to the Wicked, to the Good, and to the Clean, and to the 
Uiiclean;, 10 bim that ſecrificeth, and to him that ſacrificeth 

ot : As 1s the Geod, ſois the Siuncr ; and be that ſmeareth, 
as he. that feareth an Oath, Fools have as good fortune as 
wiſe Men, and generally they end both alike. : Way, that 
_ be; alteth the Sons of Men, befalleth Beaſts ; evcn ane 
/irg be; Zlleth them ; as the one dicth , Jo dieth the other :: z yea, 
1 ey ; have all one by eath, ſo that a Man hath no pre-eminence 
over a Beaſt, 
The force of this Argument is drawn from Juſtice ; 
which is included in the true Idea of Ged, and is ccr- 
i an Eſſential Property of the Divine Nature : ; and 
therefore I will not anſwer it by Gog's Abſolute Sove- 
reignty, and by repreſenting him as Free, under no 
Obligation but his own Will, who may do whatſoever 


he pleaſeth 3 for the Divine "Attributes never cl5th, nor 


are they to be oppoſed to one another. When he cxer- 
ciſeth the moſt abſolute Power, he doth not lay aſide 
his Witdom, Goodnels ans Juſtice : z Wherefore all his 
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Afts muſt be good, all his Ways Juſt ; and if he govern 
the World, as certainly he doth, then alſo what is here 
objected as It is his doing, ſo it muſt be exaQly right 
and unblameable. 
But to clear this Difficulty, and to remove the Preju- 
dice which it raiſcth againſt Providence, l offer, Firſt 
in reference to Cauſes, That ſomerimes a good Cauſe 
doth not ſucceed, becauſe of the Wickednels of thoſe 
who are employed and intereſted in it. An Achan may 
hinder the Succeſs of a juſt War ; a Jonah may raiſe a 
Storm to croſs a very innocent and lawful Voyage; a 
Hophn and Phineas will occaſion the very Ark of the Lord 
it ſeIf to fail into the hands of the Phili/tines, the Enemies 
of the Ever living.God : The Lord is far from the wicked ; 
he will not hear them who regard iniquity in their hearts, God 
chuſeth to diſown a righteous Cauſe, rather than to ſeem 
to countenance wicked Perſons. It is a diſhonour to 
God, to be thought in friendſhip with them ; therefore 
to vindicate the Honour of his Name, he giveth publick 
teſtimonies of his Diſpleaſure, he rejeCterh their beſt 
Services ; for their ſakes he turneth away from his 
own Inititutions, and the obſervance of his own Com- 
mands ; he abhorreth the Sacrifices of the Wicked, all 
their :houghts are an abomination ;, the very ploughing of the 
wicked is a ſm: wherefore it is no wonder that a good 
Cauſe doth not proſper in their hands. Some wlll per- 
haps ſay, that if this was the caſe, then no Cauſe ſhould 
proſper, nor the beſt Cauſe ever ſucceed : But we muſt 
diſtinguiſh betwixt Sinners and Wicked Men. All indeed 
are Sinners, that is, guilty of ſin more or leſs ; bur all 
are not Wicked, by whom 1 mean, wilful, deliberate 
and preſumptuous Sinners, . who in their hearts make no 
difterence betwixt Good and Evil, and outwardly live 
in open defiance to the Laws of God. All muſt neceſlarily 
be caſt out of his Favour, if only ſuch as are altogether 
free from ſin could find grace in his ſight. But it is no 
refletion upon God?s Holineſs or Juſtice, to favour Sin- 
ners, whatever averſion he ovght to have for wicked 
Men : 
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Men: And ſuch an abhorrence hath God of wicked Per- 
ſons, that when the Cauſe which they are concerned in 
merits his Approbation, he delayeth giving it antil it doth 
appear that he diſtinguiſheth betwixt the Cauſe and the 
Perſons ; that whilſt he accepts the one, he is highly 
diſpleaſed with the other : Therefore, to avenge him- 
ſelf upon the Wicked, he ſuffers them to go on, and 
weary themſelves to no purpoſe, he baffles their Projetts 
and Contrivances, he turns their Expectations into De- 
ſpair, and makes them ſpend all their ſtrength, ſo that 
they are forced to give over ; and when by this he hath 
made known his Diſpleaſure at the Perſons of the 
Wicked, then he, by his Almighty Wiſdom, eſtabliſheth 
the Cauſe which is right, and maketh that which was 

reprobated to triumph; | 
And as thus it appears why a good Cauſe doth not 
ſucceed, ſo a wicked is ſuffered to proſper ; that thoſe 
whom the Effefts of it reacheth, may be puniſhed for 
their Sins, and the Provocations which they have given 
God. So the Treachery of Simeon and Levi ſucceeded to 
puniſh the Rape committed upon Dinah ; the Conſpiracy 
and Rebellion of Ab/alom was proſperous for a Puniſh- 
ment to David, becauſe of his Murder and Adultery, and 
the Blaſphemy which theſe had occaſion?d amongſt the 
Enemies of the Lord, The Pride of Kings is chaſtiſed by 
the Inſurrection of their Subjets: And when People 
turn inſolent and wanton againſt the Lord, when they 
become preſumptuous, and fin openly, without ſhame or 
tear , then, amongſt other Puniſhments, God taketh off 
the Reſtraint which was upon their Kings and Rulers, 
that they may 40 evil with both hands earneſtly {as the Prophet 
Aicah ſpeaketh,) he ſuffereth the Prince to ach, and the 
Zuage to ash for a reward, and the Great Men to utter their 
miſchievous deſires, he ſcourgeth them with Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion, and maketh the beſt over them as abrier , and 
the moſt upright, ſharper than a thorn-hedge, not only to 
{ſcratch their skins, but to tear their fleſh. When God 
intendeth to vilit the Inhebitants of the Earth for their 
Iniquity, 
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Iniquity, he giveth way to the Ambition of Princes, and 
alloweth them to kindle the fire of War ; he ſuffereth 
a Hazael to mount the Throne of Sovereign Power 
by Treachery, and the murder of his Lord, to run 
about and ravage Countries, to ſer their ſtrong holds on 
fire, to [lay their young men with the ſword, to daſh their 
children, and to rip up their women with child. 

God often puniſheth the Tranſgreſſions of one by the 
Sins of another, that they may be the more ſenſible of 
the evil of their doings. He who went in to his Neighbour's 
Wife, has his own Bed defiled ; he who deſpiſed his 
Parents, is curſed and vexed by his own Children ; the 
Oppreſlor is oppreſſed ; the Cunning, outwitted ; and 
the Falſe is cheated. Proſperous Wickedneſs is one of 
God's Puniſhments, which when he ſeeth it proper, he 
inflicts upon Perſons and People : Wherefore the Wicked 
are called God's Sword, the Rod of his Anger, his hired 


| Razours : Inthe ſame day ſhall the Lord ſhave with a razour 


that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the King 
of Aſſyria, the head, and the hair of the feet, and it ſhall alſo 

conſume the beard,[ſa.7.20. And as it is only with a deſign 
to puniſh and corre, that God giveth way to wicked 
Men, and ſuffereth wicked and unjuſt Cauſes to proſper ; 
ſo when he hath accompliſhed this Deſign, be always, 
or for the moſt part, ſetteth a mark of his Niſpleaſure 
upon both : O Aſſyrian / the rod of mine anger, and the 
ſtaff in thetr hand is mine indignation ;, I will ſend him againſt 
an hypocritical nation, and againſt the people of my wrath will 


\ Towehimacharge to take the ſpoil, and 10 take the prey, and 


to tread them down like the mire of the ſtreets : howbeit he 
meaneth not ſo, neither doth his heart think, ſo. Wherefore it 
ſhall come to paſs, that when the Lord hath performed bis 
whole work, upon mount Zion, and on Feruſalem, 1 will puniſh 
the fruit of the ſtout heart of the king of Aſſyria, and the 
glory Of his high looks : for he ſaith, By the ſtrength of my 
band I have done it, and by my wiſdom, for © am prudent ; 
and ] have removed the bounds of the people, and I have 
robbed their treaſures, and 1 have put down the inhabitants 


like 
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like a valiant man, and my hand hath found as a neſt the 


riches of the people ; and as one gathereth eggs that are left, 


have 1 gathered all the earth, and there was none that moved 
the wing, or opened the mouth, or pceped. Therefore ſhal 
the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, ſend among bis fat ones lean. 
neſs, and under his glory he ſha!l kindle a burning like the 
burning of a fire, and it ſhall burn and devour hu thorns and 
bis briers in one day, and ſhall conſume the glory of hz foreſt, 
and of his fruitful field, both ſoul and body, and they ſhall be 
@s when a ſtandard-bearer fainteth ;' and the reſt of the trees 
-of his foreſt ſhall be few, that a child may wrue them, 

Ifa. 10. 5, &c. | 
Secondly, This promiſcuous Fate of Perſons and 
Things, the giving thus commonly one Event to Good 
and Bad, is wiſely adapted to our preſent ſtate in this 
World, which isa ſtate of Tryal and Probation, a ſtate 
of proving our Wiſdom and Integrity, our Judgment 
and Honeſty. Where would there be either Place or 
Occzſion for ſhewing Judgment and Skill, if things were 
to be judged according to their outward appearance? 
If a good Cauſe always proſpered, and a bad one never 
ſuccecded, Men would bes determined by theſe Conſe- 
quences, and It could not be known who were truly 
Wite and Upright, Juſt and Righteous, that is, who 
acted with a fincere refpect to the Intrinſick Nature of 
Things, who regarded the Reaſonableneſs, Juſtice and 
Equity of a Cauic, or who conſider?*d only the Benefit 
that inight be reap'd by it. While a good Cauſe is pro- 
ipzrous, or has the appearance of proſpering, the moſt 
wicked can be ealily perſuaded ro rake part with it, 
nay, then they will ſeem more forward than others: 
but when (to ſpeak in the common language of the 
Vuigar ) Fortune turns, then they turn too ; when Ex- 
pectations fail, when there mult be a parting with Ho» 
nour, Picferment, or profitable Places z when ſome 
Suticring is required : then thoie who had not Reaſon, 
nor Juſtice, nor Duty before their Eyes, ſhrink away; 
they ſhamztuily deſert the Principles they proſclleq, 
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| the other ſide ; Gain and worldly Intereſt weighs down 


Honour and Obligation. But the Upright Man is im- 
moveable as a Rock : He whoſe chicft aim is, to pleaſe 
God, and to keep a good Conſcience, is not influenced 
by Times and Changes ; he is always the ſame, becauſe 
he regulates himſelf by the unaltcrable Standard\ of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs : This Man, with Lore, keeps 
his integrity in Sodom ;, with oj! ua, though all the People 
would chuſe to follow Falſe Gods, yet he and his houſe 
will ſerve the Lord; with Elyah, he will not bow his knee t0 
Baal, though there be none left beſides himſelf whodoth 
it not; with the Three Children, he will not comply 
with the unjuſt Edits of Princes, though he be threatned 
with 4 hot burning Furnace \, with Damel, he will not 
decline the open and avowed Service of his God, though 
he ſhould be caſt into a Den of Lions and wild Beaſts : 
In a word, Neither 24bbs nor Tyrants can force him, 
nor alter his Mind : 


Fuſtum C7 tenacem propoſurt virum, 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Non vultus inſt antis Tyranni 

Mente quatit ſolida. 


There is no reaſon therefore to quarrel with this Me- 
thod of Providence ; for 'tis a wiſe Mcthod to try Men, 
to find out what they are : this proves their Underſtand- 
ing, and diſcovers their Wiſdom and Uprightneſs, and 
ſecret Sentiments 3 which Diſcovery makes much for the 
Glory of God, and for the Honour and Comfort of 
them who are tryed and found perfect. 

But Thirdly, What is here objected, is wiſely ordered 
by God, to beget and confirm in Men the Expectation 
of another Life. All the World do agree, that Juſtice 
is an Eſſential Property of God ; and that this requires, 
that every Man be rewarded according to bis Works : 
which not being done in this VYorld, it muſt therefore 
neceſlarily 
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neceſſarily be done in another. Experience teſtifieth, 
that the preſent Life takes up the Thoughts of Men, even 
of the beſt too much ; and *twould yet take them yp 
more, if there were no proſpect beyond this World ; 
and Reaſon could not give them any proſpect of ano. 
ther, if God did execute his Judgments impartially 
here, if he did. render to every one accordling to his de. 
ſerving, if the diſtribution of the outward Advantages 
and Diſadvantages of this VVorld was exact according 
to the Merits of Perſons and Things. But ſeeing it is 
not ſo; ſeeing God's love and hatred cannot be known by all 
that is before us ;, ſeeing ſometimes there be juſt men, unto 
whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked, again 
there be wicked men to whom it happeneth according to the work 
of the righteows ;, that is, the one fareth as the other 
ought to do, if there was a due conſideration had of 
their ſeveral Merits ; nay, ſeeing Man's Pre-eminence 
over Beaſts, is not in this World always anſwerable to 
the Dignity of his Nature, the Capacity of his Soul, 
and the Excellency of Mind which the one hath above 
the other : Therefore we may and ought to conclude, 
that certainly there is a Life on CYother ſide the Grave 
that Death doth not annihilate, but only tranſlate us 
into another ſtate, in which we will be judged and re- 
warded according to our Behaviour here. It could not 
conſiſt with the Goodneſs or Juſtice of God, to ſet Man 
and Beaſt, the Juſt and Unjuſt, in an equal level : but 
there is no inconſiſtency in delaying the ſpecial marks of 
his Favour towards Man, and of his Kindneſs for the 
Righteous, till hereafter. The Privilege which Man 
hath over Beaſts is very great ; and the Advantages 
which the Juſt have above the Unjuſt, even in this life, 
are very conſiderable ; but there are greater yet to 
come. And the reaſon why God doth not fully and vi- 
ſibly manifeſt his Love towards his own at preſent, why 
he ſeemeth to put no difference between the Good and 
Bad, is, that by this they may be convinced of an Im- 
mortal State, inſpired with Thovghts above an iu 
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Life, and aſſured of a Life and Judgment to come ; when 
and where we are to look for the chiefeſt Marks of God?s 
Favour, and a publick Approbation of our good Deeds : 
Then and there it will appear, that all have not one 
Event, that it doth not happen alike to all ; then one 
may judge and eaſily diſcern between the Righteous and 
the VVicked ; then ſhall be manifeſted the wiſe Choice 
and happy Lot of the one, and the great Folly and miſe- 
rable State of the other : For then the Lord ſhall judge 
the world with righteouſneſs, and the people with equity. In 
the midſt of the Fight it is not proper to clap Lawrels 
upon the Head of the Brave, nor yet to diſgrace or 
puniſh the Poultrons : And while the Play is acting, it 
is not fit to diſtribute Rewards amongſt the Attors ; ſo 
the Theatre of this VVorld is no proper Place for 
Judging and Rewarding the Actions of Men : but when 
the Play is ended, and we have acted our Part, then we 


may expect a juſt Sentence will paſs upon us, and that 


the face of God will be ſet againſt them that do evil, but that 
his countenance will behold the upright. 


8. Thirdly, To diſprove a Providence, they inſtance 
the Unequal Diſtribution of Wealth, Some have ſuperfluous 
and exceſſive meaſures of Riches, and others have not ſufficient ; 
one Man is ſtarving, while another has more than enough ; a 
liberal generous Man wanteth Bread ;, and a ſtingy Wretch 
hath his Coffers full, who cannot part with a Farthing to ſave 
his Brotker®s Life, neither hath he a heart or ſenſe to uſe 
them for himſelf. This doth ſeem, in the judgment of 
ſome, very inconſiſtent with V Viſdom and ſuſtice, and 
conſequently alſo with a Providence. 

I will not anſwer, with ſome, that VVealch and 
Riches are very inconſiderable, and that Providence is 
not over-nice and curious about ſmall Matters : This is 
avery looſe and inſufficient Anſwer ; nay, it is falſe, and 
therefore I wonder how it could drop from the Pen of 
ſome who uſed to conſider other things better. If we own 
a Providence, we muſt extend it to the ſmalleſt things, 

even 
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even to the Hairs of our Head; and ſure there is none 
that can underſtand the VVorld ſo little, as not to 
be ſenſible, that little and much VVealth is of more 
importance than many Hairs, yea, than all the Hairs 
of our Body. Money 1s the Hinge upon which almoſt 
all Aﬀairs do move ; it anſwereth all things, ſaith Solomon. 
Riches and Poverty are like contrary VVinds to a 
Ship, which oblige to ſteer different courſes 3 they 
occalion ſuch important Alterations in Mens Aﬀairs ; 
they, as *rwere, neceſſitate them to ſuch different mea- 
ſures, and both the one and the other do bring ſome- 
times ſo much good, and ſometimes ſo much evil to 
him to whoſe lot they fall, that we may as well deny a 
Providence altogether, as deny that Providence carveth 
out our particular Portion of theſe outward things in f 
this world. 

VVhy this particular Man is Rich, and another Poor, 
is a Secret which we cannot always diſcover, and there- 
fore it is for the moſt part a vain and culpable Curioſity 
to pry into it : But the VViſdom of Providence, in di- 
ſtributing the VVealth of the VVorld unequally, will 
ſoon appear to every ſerious and judicious Enquirer. If 
all the VVorld were upon an equal level, if none had 
more or leſs than another, if Land and Money were di- 
ſtributed in equal Portions to every one ; no Man could 
do any great Thing, nor purſue any conſiderable Pro- 
jet ; Government would fail, the neceſſary Diſtintion 
of Orders and Degrees of People womd ceaſe; none 
would own another Supertour, nor would there be any 
to undergo the Drudgery of the VVorld ; then all mean, 
ſervile Offices would beſlighted, which are yet as neceſ- 
ſary to the Common Good and Conveniency of Mankind, 
as the Employments which are eſteemed moſt honou- 
Table. It is meer Neceſſity which obligeth ſome to ſerve; 
for all would be Maſters if they could : Ir is only Poverty 
which compells Men to hard Labour, and to dip their 
Hands in Naltineſs ; for the Rich love their Eaſe, and 
are oftcnded at the very ſight of theſe YVorks by which 
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others earn their Bread, and which even they themſelves 
muſt have ſtoop'd to, if there were none others to do it 
for them. If Reaſon prevailed, none would be aſhamed 
of what is honeſt z and there would be great encourage- 
ment to ſuch Services as are abſolutely neceſſary, but 
withal are uneaſie and unpleaſant ; for when the Service 
it ſelf is not enticing, we are under the greater Obliga- 
tion to them who do it. As thoſe Members of the Natural 
Body, which we think leſs honourable, upon theſe we below 
more abundant honour, and we make our uncomcly parts 10 
have more abundant comelineſs ;, ſo it ſhould bein the Body 
Political, in reſpe&t of thoſe Offices which are neceſlary, 
but not dclightful. By the Rules of Right Reaſon, a 
Butcher, a Chimney-{weeper, nay, they who clean the 
Streets, and do ſome things more offenſive, ought to 
be preferred to a finical Dancing-Maſter, and ſome 
others who now paſs for Companions to Gentlemen 
for their Employments are more uſefnl, and ſome 
of them ſo very unpleaſant, that the humility and 
condeſcenſion of performing them is a great Kindneſs, 
and layeth a great Obligation : But ſo it is, that Opi- 
nion and Fancy govern the World; and the general 
cuſtom is, to deſpiſe thoſe who labour in mean things 
and naſty matters, however neceſſary they be ; an 
therefore, if it was not for meer Neceſſity, none would 
undertake them, and conſcquently it is a Good and Wiſe 
Providence that ſo many are born poor and mean, that 
there may be always ſome to do all the neceſſary Offices 
of the State. 5D 
Again, As Poverty and Want are neceſſary to engage 
ſome into the mean ſervile Offices which the good and 
conveniency of the World require ; ſo, to ſtir up others 
to the nobler Study of Arts and Sciences, and to the Ini- 
provement of thoſe excellent Parts and Capacities which 
God hath beſtowed upon them. Extreme Want doth 
indeed ſometimes enervate the Mind, and very often 
disſpirit Men 4 but ſome moderate pinching doth rouze 
and awaken them to exert their Strength, Vigour and 
_— <kill; 
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Skill, which without this, perhaps, had never appeared. 
Some, by this, have been drawn out of their lurking 
holes, and forced to ſhew themſelves very eminent and 
very uſefu], who otherwiſe would not have made any 
conſiderable figure. Thoſe who are born to Eſtates 
and rich Fortunes, generally. lull at home in Dullneſs 
and Idleneſs ; they paſs their time without any re- 
markable Contemplation or Action ; like the Drones, 
they never ſtir from their Hives, only humm and breed 
a little, and conſume what the Induſtry of others have 
gathered : Whereas Younger Brothers, and thoſe who 
had no Fortune given them, being animated by Neceſ- 
ſity, and having a Mind above their preſent Circum- 
ſtances, like the induſtrious Bee, they ramble abroad, 
and ſearch after thoſe Excellencies and Advantages which 
Art and Nature are capable to produce, and very often 
return laden with more Honour and Profit than if they 
had been the Firſt-born. Learning, Knowledge, Art, 
kill, and all acquired Accompliſhments neceſſary to 
every Station and Profeſſion; do more abound amongſt 
thoſe who were born ta ſmall Eſtates, than among the 
Rich, Greak and Wealthy. Neceflity is a Spur to In- 
duſtry ; it obligeth Perſons to be ative, and to improve 
what Talents they are entruſted with. Fulneſs cloys the 
Deſires, and renders one lazy, and unwilling to undergo 
the trouble of Buſineſs; but Want or Indigency ſharpens 
and gives an edge to the appetite of aſpiring Minds : 
this prompts them to Action, this makes them venture 
upon Difficulties, undertake dangerous Voyages, and if 
it had not been for this, Commerce had not been well 
carried on, And this is the reaſon why Scorch-men are 
and have been always ſo numerous and ſo famous in 
every part of the World, which yet is no Reflection 
upon Themſelves or Country; their Country is not ſo 
deſpicable as ſome repreſent it, the Neceſlaries, the 
Comforts, the Advantages of Life, may be had there, 
as well as in other Parts of the World ; Men might here- 
tofore have found there, what was deſirable to gratifie 
either 
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either the Animal or Rational Part : but People being 
there very fruitful, and multiplying more generally than 
in other places, there is no occalion for them all at home : 
Scotland is not a Theatre large enough for ſo many ative 
Spirits as it produceth, which obligeth them to ſpread 
and ſhew themſelves in other Countries, and there is 
hardly any Country which hath not been more or leſs 
indebted to their Learning and Valour : no Nation hath 
ſent abroad and furniſt'd the World with more Scholars 
and learned Men, more excellent Warriours, more ge- 
nerous Commanders, more brave Soldiers by Sea and 
Land,and more Perſons well experienc'd in every Art and 
Trade, and uſeful Employment ; and if ſome baſe and 
raſcally Fellows have alſo run abroad with the reſt, it is 
not much to be admired ; nor is it reaſonable that any 
Nation upbraid it, unleſs they could prove. that there 

was never any ſuch amongſt themſelves. | | 
Moreover, if the Wealth of the World was equally 
diſtributed, if there were not ſome Rich, and others 
Poor, there would be no place for Patience, nor any 
occaſion for the exerciſe of thoſe noble and divine Ver- 
tues of Generoſity, Benevolence and Compaſſion, which 
yield great Delight and Satisfaction to the Mind. The 
very Happineſs of Riches, is only, that they render us 
capable of doing good; if *twere not for this, they are 
not deſirable ; what is over-and-above neceſſary and 
competent Supplies, is truly a Burden, a troubleſom In- 
cumbrance, if we abſtra&t from the pleaſure of carrying 
it to the relief of others : which Pleaſure could not be 
had, if all were alike Rich or Poor. VVherefore, to 
try Mens Vertues, to tie them together by the ſtrit and 
pleaſant Ponds of Gratitude and Benevolence,to give ſome 
the occaſion of a patient Submiſſion to the VVill of God, 
which teſtifies their Love to him, and their Acknowledg- 
ment of his Authority,and to give others the opportunity 
of taſting the higheſt Pleaſure, of doing Good, and of re- 
commending themſelves to the Friendſhip and Favour of 
God himſelf, by the imitation of his Bounty and Good- 
L 2 neſs ; 
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neſs; I ſay, for theſe Reaſons, God rhaketh ſome Poor, 
and others Rich : Thou ſhalt ſurely give thy poor brother, 
and thine heart ſhall ngt be grieved when thou giveſt unto 
him ; becauſe that for this thing the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs 
thee in all thy works,and in all that thou putteſt thine hand unto 
for the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land, Deut.15. 10,11. 
But then *cwill be asked, why is a liberal Heart ſome- 
times joined to Poverty ? and why are Riches given to 
a narrew Soul? This is to an{wer other Ends of the 
Divine Providence : Beiides other Reaſons which might 
be given, VVealth is put into the hands of a covetous 
Miſer, even to link it, anſwerably to that End of Provi- 
dence which was mention?d in the former Eſſay, p- 87. 
N?. 15. Anda generous, liberal Man has not Power ac- 
cording to his VVill, leſt he-ſhould croſs this Method of 
Providence we are now upon, and by his indiſcreet and 
cxcellive Profuſeneſs, take away, at leaſt where he liveth, 
the neceſlary Diſtintion of Poor and Rich ; for if ſome 
had it according to their will, they would give as long 
as there are any capable to receive. | 


9. Fourthly, The Miſeries of Mankind are brought in as 
an Evidence againſt Providence: For as the Miſeries of Sub- 
jetts are a reflettion upon the King, and ſhew that he is either 
very weak, or of a tyranmcal Diſpoſition ; ſoit ſeems very in- 
con ſiſtent with the Goodneſs of God, to behold his Creatures 
who bear his Image, groaning. under ſo many Diſaſters ;, and 
it 1s yet more inconſiſtent with his Goodneſs to appoint them : 
voth which he muſt do, if there be a Providence. Great 
travel is created for every man, and an heavy yoke is 
upon the ſons of Adam, from the day that they go out 
of their mothers womb, till the day that they return to 
the mother of all things : From him that fitteth on a 
throne of glory, unto him that is humbled in earth and 
aſhes, . Eccluſ. 40. I, 3, Our Bodies are ſubjeft to manifold 
Diſeaſes, owr Minds are often diſqueted by Fears and Diſ- 
appointments ;, the Beaſts are inleague againſt us, and all the 
Elements ſeem to conſpire our ruine ; and Humane Aﬀairs 
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are ſo ill ordered, that they often claſh and interfere, and oc- 
caſion much ſtrife, ſorrow and oppreſſion ; ſo that one way or 
other our Life 1s bitter ; our Bread is the Bread of Affliction, 
and our Drink 1s mingled with Tears, Wherefore Solomon 
himſelf was tempted to praiſe the Dead more than the 
Living, and to eſteem better than both, never to have ben, 
Eccleſ. 41. 3. 

This is an old and common Complaint , but upon 
examination, ?cwill be found like the Clamours of Sub- 
jets nnder a good and lawful King, not fo very juſt and 
well-grounded ; they uſually cry-out of Grievances which 
are. neceſlary to their Circumſtances, an4 which cannot 
be rectified, without 1ntroducing what would be more 
grievous and unſupportable. How liberal God has been 
to Mankind ; how wiſely he has contrived this World 
for his Happineſs ; what plentiful Proviſions he has made 
of both Neceſlaries and Comforts, have been ſhewed in 
ſeveral Inſtances. I may ask the Prophet's Queſtion, 
or rather what the Prophet makes God to ask, What 
could I have done more to my vineyard than what I have done ? 
What can be reaſonably propoſed to render Mankind 
happy, which he hath not provided? God has given us 
ſufficient Matter for our Happineſs ; and if we be not 
happy, we have our ſelves only to blame, who are like 
peeviſh Children, and humourſom Servants, uneafie, 
fretful, and continually diſquicted, though in a good 


\ plentiful Family, which furniſheth all that is needed. 


If Men would moderate their Paſſions; if they would 
cut off the Exorbitances of their Deſires, and be con- 
tent with what is Juſt, Reaſonable and Right, they 
would be more eaſfie, and would not find this preſent 
Life ſo miſerable as is pretended. 

But it is certain, that this World is not ſo good as 
was af. firſt deſign'd ; the Natural Courſe of Things is 
much alter?d ; the Pleaſures and Advantages of Life are 
ſo hedged about with Briars and Thorns, that we catt- 
not come at them without pain and trouble. It cannot 
be denied, but that Man ſeems to be born to Trouble ; 

L 3 that 
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that many Miſeries and Sorrows attend him ; and God 
hath wiſely ordered itto be ſo. His Juſtice and Goodneſs 
alſo do very much appear in this Diſpoſal of Things : 
Firſt, Becauſe Man is ſtubborn. and perverſe, refractory 
and diſobedient, and very ready to go aſtray from 
Reaſon ; and therefore it is neceſlary to chaſtiſe him into 
his Duty. Priſons, Goals, Bridewels, Pillories, and 
other Puniſhments, are no reproach to a Government, 
whatever ſhame it may be tothe People who needs them ; 
ſo Providence cannot juſtly be upbraided with the Miſe- 
ries of Men, ſeeing they are truly and abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to the preſent corrupt ſtate of Mankind, for cor- 
refting their Follies, refifying their Miſtakes, for keep- 
ing them to their Duty, and puniſhing them when they 
2re incorrigible. Secondly, The wiſe Goodneſs of God 
hath contrived ſo many Miſeries and Diſaſters, as to 
exerciſe the Patience of ſome, and the Compaſſion of 
others; ſo to diſengage the Aﬀections of all from this 
preſent Life, and to excite their Deſires and Care after 
an Immortal State. If this World had been deſign'd for 
Man's Eternal Aboad, God, no doubt, would have given 
all Satisfaftion here to ſuch as deſerved it : but ſeeing it 
is not ſo, ſeeing this World is only a Paſlage to that 
Place in which we ſhould deſire to abide for ever ; there- 
fore God hath wiſely ordered Vexations, Troubles and 
Afflitions, to quicken-us in our Journey, to drive us for- 
ward in our Deſires and Endeavours to ſecure Everlaſt- 
ing Bleſledneſs ; for otherwiſe it isnot only likely, but evi- 
dent, that our Thoughts and AﬀeCtions would have been 
arreſted to this Life, that we would have asked little for 
nearer Approaches to God, and would have made but 
little haſte in the Preparation to ſs great Happineſs, 
and ſo would have come ſhort of what we were crea- 
ted for, 

Thus the Miſeries of Men, are no Blots upon the Pro- 
vidence of God ; and ſuppoſe the worſt which can be 
ſaid of this Life, it is not to be contemned, whiles it 
gives Hopes of Eternal Happineſs, and affords Oppor- 
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tunities of ſecuring it: nor is any to be reckon®d ex- 
tremely Miſerable, whatever his outward Condition be, 
who has a privilege to put in for PerfeCt and Everlaſting 
Felicity. An Uncertain Hope of Temporal Things, will 
bear up a Man under great Difficulties ; and what may 
a ſure Hope do ? alively hope of an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, which fadeth not away ? This may eaſe the Mind, 
and rejoyce the Heart, & make one undervalue all the Mi- 
ſeries and Sufferings of this Life. Beſides, as the Wiſdom 
of God,for the Ends mentioned, appoints ſeveral Miſeries 
and Calamities z ſo his Mercy tempereth them, that 
they may not lie too hard, and preſs too ſore : He uſeth 
to comfort while he puniſheth ; and when he caſts down 
one way, he raiſeth up another, to manifeſt his Love, 
and to ſhew that his Diſcipline is not intended to de- - 
ſtroy, but to amend. And how can one be miſerable ? 
how can any reaſonably think himſelf ſo, who is the 
Object of Infinite, Almighty, and moſt Wiſe Love ? 
The Conſideration of being loved by God, is alone ſuffi- 
cient to fortifie the Mind againſt all outward Diſaſters, 
_ to make one Happy in the midſt of outward Mi- 
ery. 

Moreover, if Men were juſt and grateful, to own the 
good things they poſſeſs, they muſt confeſs, that they 
do much more than compenſate the evil which they 
ſuffer : but they are only quick in diſcerning their Loſles, 
and are ſeldom fo wiſe or ſo thankful as to conſider their 
Advantages. How unjuſtly is one vexed at the loſs of an 
Hundred Pounds, when he has ſome Thouſands lefr, and 
well ſecured ? How unreaſonably doth another com- 
plain of the Death of a Child, when others are remain- 
ing whoſe Life and Health do only depend on the Pro- 
vidence of God ? What Indiſcretion and Ingratitude is 
it, to quarrel with Providence for one or two Misfor- 
tunes, whilſt many Advantages are enjoyed by no other 
title but the free Bounty of God ? Why doth 4 living 
man complain, a man for the puniſhment of bus ſins * If we 
have deſerved the Rod, we ought to receive it patiently, 
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and not be angry at him whoſe Juſtice and Authority 
oblige touſeit : He that is obnoxious to Eternal Puniſh- 
ment, complains unreaſonably of what is. Temporal. 
Life, Senſe, Reaſon, Health and Liberty, are common 
Bleſlings,& they are alſo ineſtimable : He who hath theſe, 
2nd uſeth them aright, can never be deemed miſerable ; 
he can view the Heavens, and behold their Glory and 
Beauty ; he can breathe freſh Air, and receive the kind 
and comfortable Influences of the Sun ; he can walk 
abroad, and fſmcll the fragrancy of the Fields ; he can 
entertain himſelf, at his pleaſure, with the Mulick of 
Birds, and the delightful Proſpe&t of the diverlified 
Earth; he can contemplate God and his Works, and 
can meditate on his Word ; that is, he can give himſelf 
the beſt and greateſt Satisfaction which a Rational Mind 
is capable of, which may make the wants of the Body 
leſs uneaſie, and the abſence of outward things very ſup- 
portable. This Life then is more miſerable in ap- 
pearance, than what It is really : - God's Goodneſs has 
provided ſufficient Matter to render us all happy ; but 
all are not wiſe enough to diſcern it, or to make uſe of 
it : Wherefore the Miſerable ought to accuſe themſelves, 
and not God. 


10. Fiſthly, It is argued, That a Proviaence cannot be 
aſſerted, without charging upon God all the Wickeaneſs of the 
World. If he knows and beholds all the Evil and Sin which 
Aten commit, why aoth he not hinder it * By ſuffering ut, he 
gives his Conſent and Approbation, and declares his Pleaſure 
init, which 1s inconſiſtent with Folineſs: Etther he wants a 
Will co better the World, and to reſtrain the Wickeaneſs of 
Ae, or be wants Power ;, uf the firſt, be is not Juſt and 
Hiciy ;, if the other, be 1s aot Wiſe and Almighty. . It there- 
fore {cems a neceſſary falvo 7or the Honour of God, to deny 
a Providence ;, and to nol, that be is abſent from this World, 
and dot not concern himſelf with what 7en do. 

This is thought a twitting and pungent ObjeCtion ; 
but if thote who make It will liſten, they. may have a 
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Firſt then, Let it be remembred and conſidered, what. 
was obſerved and proved before, That Freedom is Eſſen- 
tial to the Humane or to any Rational Nature : Without 
deſtroying it, this Property of Liherty cannot be taken 


. from it. Men therefore muſt be Free Agents: What 


they do, they do freely ; their Aftions are their own, 
and they only are anſ{werable for them; if they do well, 
they are to be praiſed ; but if they do evil, {in lieth at 
their own door. Now ſeeing, without violence to the 
Nature of Man, without altering his State and Con- 
dition, that is, without making him ſomething elſe 
than he is, he muſt be allowed to act freely ; therefore 
his Errors, Miſtakes, and Evil Actions, are not char- 
geable upon God, nor inconſiſtent with his Holineſs 
and Wiſdom. It is a Demonſtration of the infinite 
Power and Wiſdom of God, that he hath created ſeveral 
Beings of different Natures and Qualities ; and ſeeing he 
hath created them, it is proper to allow them to aft ac- 
cording to their Natures, and ſuitably to the Privileges 
which belong to them : And we may ſay, as reaſonably, 
that God ought miraculouſly to ſuſpend the force of Fire, 
always when it is ſet to a Houle, or Corn-field, or when 
it falls where it may do prejudice ; as that he ought to 
interpoſe continually, and reſtrain Men, when he ſeeth 
them enclin?d and ready to do 111. 

Again, Let it be conſider*d, That as all the Force 
proper to be uſed to oblige Man to what is right and 
good, ought to be Rational, that is, ſuitable to an Un- 
derſtanding, Free Nature ; for Man muſt not be moved 
like a Puppet or Engine: ſo God hath done all that is 
neceſſary, all that can be reaſonably demanded to de- 
termine Man to Good, and to keep him back from Evil : 
He hath endued him with Underſtanding Faculties, for 
diſcerning Good and Evil ; and he hath made Good and 
Evil very diſcernible to all "who conſider : He hath (hewed 
thee, O man, what is good. Good and Evil are ſo legible, 
that he who runs may read them : He hath given to 
every Man a Conſcience, to admoniſh him of his mow 

an 
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and to check him when he doth amiſs; fo that they who 
have nat the privilege of an External Law, are a Law to 
themſelves, their Con(ciences in the mean while accuſing or 
excuſing them. Some have the admirable Light of the 
Law and Goſpel ſuperadded to that of Nature ; and 
though all have not had this great Privilege, yet all have 
had Witneſſes amongſt them ſufficient to convince them : 
God hath raiſed to himſelf Prophets amongſt the Hea- 
thens, Men eminent in Wiſdom and Vertue, to inſtrutt 
others by their Teaching and Example. And as all ne- 
cellary Information hath been given to the Judgment ; 
ſo, for animating the Paſſtons, and influencing the Af- 
feftions, God hath adorned Vertue with Beauty, and 
ſtamprt Vice with Deformity : He hath made all the ways 
of the one pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths peace ; and hath ſo 
ordered it, that thoſe who follow the other, muſt tread 
Ways that are crooked, painful, and uneaſie : The wicked 
man travaileth with pain all his days. The wicked are as the 
troubled ſea,ſtill caſting forth mire and dirt, Neither the Fleſh 
nor the Spirit of the Wicked are at eaſe, they can never 
find reſt ; whereas a good man is ever ſatisfied with himſelf : 
which, if duly conſidered, is ſufficient alone to ſecure 
from rambling with the Wicked. But moreover, God 
hath ſet up and propoſed Rewards and Puniſhments, to 
encourage Men to follow Righteouſneſs, and to deterr 
them from the practice of Wickedneſs ; and by his Pro- 
vidence he heapeth Bleſſings upon the Head of thoſe that 
do well, and poureth Judgments upon them that do 
wickedly : And finally, He is ready to aſliſt our Weak- 
neſs, by his powerful Spirit ; and he endeavours to 
reQifie the Perverſeneſs of our Nature, by his ſecret In- 

fluences, | 
What more then can be required on God?s part, for 
viding Mens Reaſon aright? for perſuading their Minds ? 
for determining their Wills ? for alluring their Aﬀes- 
ions ? for ſtirring up their love to Vertue, and their 
hatred to Vice? And if after all this, if when God hath 
done all that was proper and requiſite for him to do, 
Men 
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; Men will do wickedly, how can their Wickedneſs reflect 


ypon him ? 

Further, God doth not conſtrain or neceſſitate any to 
do evil, neither doth he ſollicite, entice or perſuade to 
it ; for this were to perſuade Men to affront himſelf , 
to contradict both his Will and Nature, which is Holy : 
Let no man ſay, when he is tempted, I am tempted of God : 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any 
man ; but every man 15 tempted, when he is drawn way of his 
luſt,, and enticed, Jam. 1.13. All the accecfſion therefore 
which God hath to the Wickedneſs of Men, is barely to 
permit it z or rather, he ſuffereth Men to uſe the Pri- 
vilege of their Nature and preſent State, which they for 
the moſt part.abuſe, but which is no blemiſh upon his 
Providence : For the Deſign of Providence, is, to govern 
things according to their Nature, but not to compel 
and force them by Methods contrary to it. If a King give 
out good Laws, and encourage the Obſervance of them, 
and puniſh the Tranſgreſlors , he cannot be blamed for 
ſuffering the Opportunities of doing the Evil which the 
Law forbids. Should a Government be accuſed for not 
taking away all Swords and Knives, becauſe ſome uſe 
them 111, even to be Inſtruments of Murder ? Becauſe 
Men and Women ſometimes abuſe the liberty of Meet- 
ing together, to the ends of Adultery and VVhoredom , 
muſt therefore they be locked and chained vp into ſepa- 
rate Apartments ? or cannot the Rulers be juſtified, un- 
leſs they doſo? And why ſhould the VVickedneſs of 
Men be imputed to the Providence of God, only be- 
cauſe they are left to their Natural Freedom ? Becauſe 
Men are not deprived of that Liberty which belongs to 
their Nature, and preſent Condition , ſhall God there- 
fore bear the blame of the Sins of Men ? eſpecially when 
he hath taken all proper and reaſonable Methods to 
perſuade them to that which .is Good ? | 


17. But ſtill it is inſiſted, Why doth not God make 
theſe Methods effeftiual ? Why do not his Wiſdom and Power 
| | fall 
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fall upon other ways, which may oblige Men to be Good, - 


without taking away their Freedom, as he hath done to the 
Angels? Was the Sin of Man a Surprize to God? Did he 
not know that he would abuſc his Liberty * Did he not fore- 
ſee the Occaſion of it * If be did, why aid he not prevent it ? 
ard why doth he not ſtill remove what he ſees will miſlead Men 
to their Ruine and Deſtruttion ?® Doth he not aeftre Men 
to be Happy ? Is he indifferent whether they be Good, or 
Wiſe, or Vertuous ? or 15 it without his Power to make them 
ſach ? 

In Anſwer to all theſe hard Queſtions, I ſay, That as 
the Exiſtence of God is moſt demonſtrable, ſo it is as 
certain, that he is VViſe, Juſt, and Good ; and conſe- 
quently, that he is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all 
bis works. VVhatever his Goodneſs and Holineſs neceſ- 
ſarily require, his Power and Wiſdom can and will per- 
form ; for his Attributes are not at variance, neither can 
they be divided : Both his Nature and Word allure us, 
that he is good to all his Creatures, that he wiſheth 
Good and Happineſs to all : though he be Abſolute and 
Irreſiſtible, yet it 1s not conſiſtent with his Holineſs or 
Honour, to ſport with the Miſeries of [his Creatures ; 
or to have created any, meerly to render it miſerable: 
but neither his Holineſs, nor Juſtice, nor Goodneſs, do 
oblige him to deal equally, I mean, after the ſame 
method and manner, and according to the ſame mea- 
ſure with all and every one of his Creatures ; he is not 
Unholy, or Unjuſt, though he do not exert all his 
Power, and all his Wiſdom, on every occaſion, and in 
every Act ; It is no ſtain upon God's Holineſs or Juſtice, 
that every Creature doth not ſhew the utmoſt Efforts of 
Infinite Wiſdom and Power : For then there ought to 
be no variety of Creatures, nor any difference amongſt 
them ; then God onght only to have created one Crea- 
ture, or at leaſt only one Kind, that is, the Beſt and 
molt Perfe&t he was capable to make ; for all others, 
according to this, are Aﬀronts to his Holineſs and 
Juſtice, Who, except a Bedlamite, will ſay, that the 
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Creatures inferiour to Man, are inconſiſtent with God's 
Holineſs and Juſtice ! And is it not equally abſurd, to 
Impeach the Divine Providence, becauſe Man is not as 
Perfect as Angels, and in the ſame Condition with the 
Superior Orders of [Intelligent Beings ? Should a Worm 
complain that it has not the Wings of a Dove, or the 
Eye of an Eagle ? the Swiftneſs of a Horſe, or the Cun- 
ning of a Fox ? Should a Mole accuſe God, becauſe ir 
muſt work its way blindly under ground, while other 
Animals ramble at freedom in the open Air ? And what 
more reaſon would Man have to find fault with Provi- 
dence, becauſe he is not a Seraphim or Cherubim ? 
Who art thou, O man, that replieſt againſt God ? Shall the 
thing formed, ſay to him that formed it, Why haſt thou made 
me thus * Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the 
ſame lump to make one veſſel unto honour, and another unto 
aiſhonour ? 

As hath been ſeveral times obſerved, Infinite Wiſdom 
hath wonderfully mariifeſted it ſelf by a variety of 
Beings, every one of which is Perfect in its Kind 3 and 
the Goodneſs of God 1s abundantly ſhewed, by appro- 
priating to each of them a ſtate ſnitable to its Nature, 
and his wiſe Purpoſe, and by furniſhing all of them with 
Advantages requiſite to carry them to the Perfection and 
Happineſs which they are capable of. All are not alike, 
nor in the ſame ſtate, neither do all partake of the ſame 
Advantages and Privileges ; for Diverſity maketh more 
for the Glory of God, and &#th more clearly demon- 
ſtrate his Infinite Wiſdom, his Ereeand Abſoluge Power. 
None can juſtly complain, fior upbraid him with 
Churliſhneſs, as with-holding from-them that which is 
meet ; for he hath been and continues ſtill liberal to all, 
and hath afforded much more than what is ſimply neceſ- 
fary to any : But he beſtoweth greater Favours and Pri- 
vileges on ſome, than on others ; becauſe He 1s a Free 
Lord, and under no Conſtraint but that of his own 
Will. Like a wiſe and good Prince of Sovereign Power, 
who taketh care that all his Subjects may live yuy 

an 
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and peaceably under him, but at his pleaſure he raiſeth 
whom he will to Riches, Honour and Dignity. Some 
Intelligent Beings have been honoured with a ſtate of 


Impeccability ; others were created Perfect, with all ' 


that was neceſſary to preſerve them from falling, but 
yet capable to fall and miſcarry : Some of theſe laſt 
were ſuffered to abuſe their Freedom, and to break 
through thoſe Bonds and Obligations which might have 
certainly determined to what was Good ; of which ſome 
again are loſt irrecoverably, and others are in a condi- 
tion of recovering themſelves, to ſhew that God will have 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and that whom he will he 
baraexeth, that is, he ſuffereth them to proceed, until 
they have loſt all ſenſe and taſte of what is good, all 
pleaſure and ſatisfaftion in it, until they have acted 
away all their inclinations to good, and run their wills 
into a tract of evil, from which they cannot be per- 
ſuaded. 

Freedom or Liberty of Willing, is (as has been ſaid ) 
Neceſlary and Eſſential to all Ingg]ligent Beings : But the 
Angels are in ſuch a ſtate, that their Will is conſtantly 
and certainly determined to Good ; the Devils have 
thrown themſelves into a ſtate, in which they can only 
will whatis Evil: And man is ina middle ſtate betwixt 
theſe, which leaveth him to the freedom of chuſing 
Good or Evil, and in which his Will may be ſwayed 
either way, there being in this ſtate both manifold temp- 
tations to Evil, and ſtrong and powerful motives to 
Good. Now the Infinite Wiſdom of God hath contrived 
theſe different ſtates, that there may be abundant and 
diverſity of occaſions for the exerciſe and manifeſtation of 
all the Divine Attributes; and it is the part of Provi- 
dence to keep them up, and to rule the ſeveral Beings 
which belong to them by different ſuitable methods ; 
for what is agreeable to one, is not proper for another. 
Wherefore, they do not know what they would be at, 
they do not underſtand nor conſider things rightly, who 
think that God is wanting to Man, becauſe he has not -= 
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the Advantages of Angels, and that he ought to move 
and carry the one as effeftually and infallibly to good, 
as the other ; for who judge thus, would have God to 
confound the ſtates which he hath diſtinguiſhed, and to 
deal with thoſe in one ſtate, by methods only proper to 
another. We may as well deſfire Earth to be turned 
into Heaven, and Angels and Men to exchange their Ha- 
bitations. 

But though God hath put Men into a ſtate of Tempta- 
tion, which often prevails ; though he doth not oblige 
them to Vertue and Holineſs, nor prevent their com- 
miſſion of Evil by methods irreliſtable, and infallibly ef- 
feftual ; yet it cannot be ſaid that he 1s unconcerned and 
indifferent what Men be, whether vertuous or vitious, 
holy or wicked : For he hath laid indiſpenſable obliga- 
tions upon Men to be good ; he hath furniſhed them with 
all neceſſary and proper helps to overcome the tempta- 
tions to evil ; he inſtrufts, admoniſheth, entreats, per- 
ſuades and purſues us with moſt vehement and earneſt 
Deſires, as if our Goodneſs could extend unto himſelf, 
and that our Righteouſneſs could profit him, as it would 
our ſelves. How can the Sincerity of God's Deſires to 
have Men Good, Holy and Righteous, be in the leaſt 
doubted ? when, beſides the Aſſurance which his Nature 
gives us, he Commands it ? and to the indiſpenſable 
Obligation of his own Authority, he addeth Promiſes 
and Threatnings, Rewards and Puniſhments? when he 
taketh all the ways proper to move and engage Rea- 
ſonable Creatures to comply with his Will in this Mat- 
ter, and aſliſteth all that are willing ? when he hath ſer 
all Advantages on the ſide of Vertue and Holineſs ; and 
all Diſadvantages, on the fide of Vice and Sin ? and 
finally, when he hath made it very poſlible to be Good, 
and to conquer the Temptations to Evil ? It is certain 
and moſt evident, that he willeth us to be Good and 
Holy ; but his Will is dire&ted by his Wiſdom ; nay, his 
Wu and Wiſdom are one, and ſo what he willeth, can 
only be ctfectuated by ways ſuitable and proper, ge 
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for himſelf, and ſuitable to the Nature and Condition 
of other things : He willeth the Changes of Night and 
Day, Summer and Winter ; but it is by the Diurnal Mo- 


tion of the Sun, and its Annual Revolutions ; he willed, 


Abrabam a Son, but *twas after the ordinary manner of 
Generation, and in ſuch a junCture of Circumſtances as 
might be a remarkable Inſtance of his Power and Kind- 
neſs to good and faithful Men ; he willed that Son to 
have the ſtature of a perfef&t Man, but *cwas by paſſing 
firſt through the ſtates of Infancy, Childhood and Youth, 
and undergoing all the Infirmities which are incident to 
theſe ſeveral ſtates. So God willeth all Men to be Holy, 
Righteous and Good, but ſtili according to the Rules 
and Methods which his Wiſdom hath concerted as pro- 
per for the preſent ſtate of Mankind ; not by Compul- 
lion or Violence done to our Natures ; not always by 
Surprize, and immediate irreſiſtable Operations, which 
yet he may ſometimes ſee proper to ſhew forth his own 
Free and Abſolute Power : He willeth us not to be good, 


by taking away all Occaſions of Sin, and Temptations to . 


it ; but as his Wiſdom hath decreed, ſo his Will is, that 
Men arrive at Vertue and Holineſs, generally, by the free 
uſe and exerciſe of their own Reaſon, the watching their 
Steps, the conſideration-of their Ways, the application 
of their Minds to what God hath ſer before them; and 
the wreſtling both, with inward Diſpoſitions, and out- 
ward Temptations, which ſometimes indeed throw a 


| Man down, but which do not, neither can take away 


the capacity, power and ſtrength of recovering the 
victory. And therefore, if any be ſo much a Poultron, 
ſo lazy and cowardly, as not to uſe the Advantages God 
hath given him, not to take courage and fight it out, 


| bur to chuſe to lie ſtill, and to yield himſelf a Slave, 


when he may overcome and be free ; the ſhame and fin 
fall wholly on himſelf, and not on God who appointed 
the -Combar, to bring Praiſe and Glory to the Com- 


batanc. | 
Thus 
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Thus if. Goth clearly appear, that God is moſt deſi- 
rous to have Men Good and Righteous, that he is alto- 
oether free of their Wickedneſs, and that the Evil which 
they do cannot be imputed to him; for it is their own 
proper choice, it proceeds from their own free-will, 
which is not byaſs?d by any ptoper direft A@ of God, 
nor neceſſitated by any juncture of Circumſtances which 
he hath appointed. God 1s not, neither can be the 
Author of Sin, or any Moral Evil ; nor 1s he the occa- 
fion of it any other way, than by creating and preſerving 
Creatures fallible & peccable, that is,l1able to be miſtaken 
and miſled : which cannot be reaſonably objected ; for 
he who was free, and under no obligation to create any 
thing at all, might, without injuſtice, give to thoſe he 
created what degrees of PerfeQion he pleaſed. Nor is it 
inconſiſtent with his Juſtice, Holineſs or Purity, to per- 
mit free Creatures to err and go aſtray, when he has 


given them what was ſufficient to guide their Under- 


ſtandings, and diredct their Motions ; for as Juſtice did 
not oblige him to give to any Creature all that he could 
give, ſo neither to do for them all that he could do 
that is, he is under no obligation from his Juſtice or Ho- 
lineſs to make every thing abſolutely Perfect, either in 
its Nature or its Motions. 

What then ? Doth God willingly permit Sin, and the 
doing what is Evil ? Yes, indeed. This cannot be de- 
nied; nor is there any abſurdity, to ſay, that God did 
both foreſee that ſome of his Creatures would do evil, 
and alſo was reſolved not to hinder it. We muſt either 
ſay ſo, or, which is worſe, confine his Knowledge; 
ſtint his Wiſdom, or limit his Power 5 we mult make 
him, like Man, capable to be ſurprized and diſappoin- 
ted, liable to have his Deſigns fruſtrated, and his Pros 
jecs ranverſed by unexpected Occurrences. 

To ſave the Honour and Holineſs of God, there is no 
neceflity of derogating from his other Perfeftions : 
They who cannot do it otherwiſe, had beſt let it alone, 
and confeſs their ignorance ; for = are very g—_ 
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and impudent too, who cannot clear Difficulties, but 
by denying certain Truths ; and who run into one groſs 
abſurdity, that they may ſhun another. But if God was 
willing to permit Sin, Doth not the guilt of it ſome way 


lie upon him? Is not he acceſſory to the Evil that is | 


done, who knows it, and does not hinder it when it is 
in his power ? This ſeems a puzling Difficulty ; many 
believe that this Knot cannot be looſed, and therefore 
ſome will not allow God any foreknowledge of Sin ; 
they think he could not foreſee what free Creatures 
would do, and fo is not blamable for not hindering what 
he could not know or foreſee. Others think to ſmooth 
the Matter a little, by uſing the ſofter terms of would for 
could ; they will not ſay that God could not foreſee the 
Evil that happened, but only that he would not ſuffer 
himſelf to know it ; he did, as*twere, turn away his 
Thoughts from his Creatures, that he might not know 
what they did, nor how they uſed or abuſed their Free- 
dom. This is the language of the Borignianiſts, the 
inconfiderate Followers of Monſieur Pozrer, that bigotted 


Diſciple of a Mad Whimſical Miſtreſs. But how doth - 


this mend the Matter, or remove the Difficulty ? If it 
was a fault, not to hinder a thing if it had been known ; 
was it not as great a fault, to be out of the way of know- 
ing it, and to withdraw purpoſely, for fear of prevent- 
ing it ? And how could God be ignorant either of the 
Actions or Inclinations of his Creatures, when he is al- 
ways preſent with them ? Shall we make the Infinity of 
the Divine Nature capable of being wound up and ex- 
panded at pleaſure ? Shall we hold, that God may, 
like Man, become Wiſer by Experience ? and be obliged 
to Second Thovghts, and to enter upon New Conlvits 
and Deliberations ? Were all God's Firſt Purpoſes 
blown up? and was all that hath followed ſince, never 
before under the Divine Confideration ? How many 
Abſurdities do follow the denial of God's foreknow- 
ledge of Sin, and his purpoſe of permitting it, or not 
hindering it? ls therefore Sin to be charged vpon God ? 

No, 
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No, that doth not follow : Permiſſion, or not Hindering, 
is not like Acting, Enticing, Perſuading, or Aſſiſting ; 
who doth theſe, is not free or innocent of the Evil which 
follows : but he is not chargeable, who only doth not 
hinder Evil, when the Perſon committing it was ſuffi- 
ciently forewarned and guarded againſt it, and eſpe- 
cially too, when he could not be reſtrained without un- 
ſuitable violence or injury to his Nature, or the taking 
away ſome neceſlary privilege and property of his ſta- 
tion. 

But *twill be asked, Why was God pleaſed to per- 
mit Sin, which is ſo diſagreeable to Himſelf, and ſo 
pernicious to his Creatures * Our Enquiries into the 
Free Aftions of God, ovght to be very humble and 
modeſt ; for he is not obliged to give an Account of 
himſelf, nor to lay the ſtate of his Afﬀairs before us : 
He may do or not do what he pleaſeth, and none ought 
to ſay to him, What doſt thou ? or, Why doſt thou fo ? 
But however, God has not concealed from us the Reaſon 
of this Condu&t ; his own Glory is the End of all, and 
by Sin his Glory is exceedingly advanced : as he mani- 
feſted the Omnipotency of his Power, by creating many 
Things out of Nothing ; ſo he demonſtrates the Infinity 
and vaſt and wonderful Reach of his Wiſdom, in that he 
can bring Good out of Evil, and make bad things ſerve 
good and excellent purpoſes. | | 

Sin is, by its nature, an Intrinſick EviL; and they who 
commit {in, are unreaſonable and unjuſt's but as the dark 
Shadows of a PiQure render the other Colours more 
bright, and the Proportions more diſcernible ; ſo Sin 
ſhews the Divine Attributes and Perfeftions moſt illu- 
ſtrious ; and it cannot appear to us how we could have 
had an Idea of ſome of them, if it had not been for this 
occaſion. How could we have known God's wonderful 
Patience, his Meckneſs, Long-ſuffering and Forbearance, 
and his ſtriCt and levere Juſtice, in diſtingiſhing the Merits 
&f Perſons and Things, if Sin had not entred into the 


World ? What adorable Inſtances of Love, Mercy and 
M 2 Goods 
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Goodneſs would have been wanting, if Sin had not given 
nccaſfion for them ? Who could have thought that the 
Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth would have had 
the tenderneſs of a Mother,towards poor filly Creatures ? 
which makes him not only bear with their Ignorance, 
Weakneſles and Infirmities, but alſo to endure their Inſo- 
lencies and Aﬀeronts , when, to eaſe himſelf of them, he 
needs only to leave them ? for by him all are preſerved 
in Life and Being. If Sin had not happen'd, where 
would there have been place for the Mercy of God ? 
Who would have apprehended that he could either 
forbear avenging and deſtroying rebellious and diſobe- 
dient Creatures, or that he would ſo eaſily and readily 
be reconciled to them? Who would have dream'd of 
the ſtupendous Love of God towards Man ? that He 
who is Independent, neither ſtands in need of any thing 
to crak his Happineſs, ſhould be fond of an ignorant, 
weak and imperfect Creature ! that he ſhould have 
pPaſljonate Deſires after him ! that God ſhould court Man 
in the moſt moving manner, and with the moſt affeQting 
Arguments ! that he ſhould follow him without weary- 
ing, and cry after him, Turn you, Turn you ;, why will 
you die? O that you would come unto me, that you might 
bave life! and, that he ſhovld be always ready with 
open Arms to receive him ! This may aſtoniſh Men, and 
is a matter of great Admiration unto Angels z but Sin was 
the occaſion of it. It might have been ſuſpected, with- 
out fin, that God, and all other things, were under 
{ome Inevitable Fate; but now it appears that he is 
Free, that he can do what he pleaſeth, and that all 
things are managed by his Wiſdom. ?Twill be acknow- 
ledged by all thar own a God, that he is Supreme, and 
has a Sovereign Power over All; and now it is evi- 
Cent, that his Reign and Government is not Tyran- 
nical, that his Abſolute Power is guided by. his Wiſe 
Goodneſs; and'that like a good King, he laycth himſelf 


out, and uleth his uncontrollable Prerogatives, for the 


gocd of all under him. If the Revelation of the Goſ] = 
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be admitted and conſidered, God has had more Honour, 
and been more Glorified by the Fall of Angels, and the 
Sin of Man, than by the Creation of the World ; that is, 
his Wiſdom has taken this occaſion to manifeſt his Na- 
ture and Attributes both cons apy fully and more illuſtri- 
ouſly : For in the Creation, indeed, we have great Mani-. 
feſtations of Wiſdom and Power, and a certain Proof 
of the Eternity of his Godhead ; but by the myſterious 
Contrivance of Man's Redemption from Sin, we have 
not only new wonderful Inſtances of theſe, but clear 
Diſcoveries of all the other Divine Perfe&tions. This 
ſhews him not only Wiſe, and Great, and Powerful, 
but Good, and Merciful, and Loving, and Compaſſio- 
nate, and Juſt : This declares that he is continually 
preſent with all his Creatures, and that he has an Eye 
upon every particular Man, that he watcheth their ſteps, 
and ordereth their motions, and waits upon them to do 
them good : This demonſtrates that he foreſeeth what- 
ever can fall out, and that he is able to bring about 
whatever he purpoſeth, by whatever Means and Inſtru- 
ments, and whatever Oppoſition is made unto it. In'a 
word, The Divine Nature of God has appeared, on this 
occaſion, with all Luſtre and Splendour, and God has 
made Sin to advance his Glory far above the Thoughts 
and Apprehenſions both of Angels and Men. 

Nay, further, God has declared his infinite Wiſdom 
and wonderful Goodneſs towards Man, on the occaſion 
of Sin, by turning it to his Good and Adyantage ; for 
Sin ſheweth the neceſlity of ſerious Refleftion and Con- 
fideration ; it obligeth to walk humbly and circum- 
ſpetly; and convinceth us of the neceſſity of a cloſe 
adherence to God, for guidance and aſliſtance ; it fur- 
niſheth opportunities of exerting Patience, Meekneſs, 
Humility and Charity towards Men ; and of endearing 
our ſelves to God, by great and remarkable Inſtances of 
true and perfeCft Love, in that, for his ſake, we can both 
deſpiſe the Pleaſures of Sin, and chearfully encounter 
with Trouble and Perſecution. 

M 3 Sin, 
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Sin, like War, ſhakes off Sloth and Effeminacy, and 
calls us ont to the Tryal and vigorous Exerciſe of 
Reaſon, Knowledge, Sincerity, Fidelity, Conſtancy, 
and all other Natural and Moral Perfeftions which are 


the Ornaments of Humane Nature, and which, by fre- 


. quent Tryals and Exerciſes, are confirmed and perfected, 
Aan, who is but Fleſh, by the occaſion of Sin, has the 
honour and glory to conguer principalities and powers, and 
ſpwitual wickedneſs in high-places > Weak Infant Man is 
dignified with a Yifory over the old ſubtle Serpent, and all 
bis brood , even Lucifer, and all the Legions which he 
commands. &jz has been the occaſion of raiſing Man 
not, only to an Equality with the higheſt Order of An- 
gels, but to a Superiority over them : And as by Sin we 
loft an Eartbly Paradiſe, fo this Loſs has been our ex- 
ceeding great Advantage 3 for by this.means we have 
obtained an Inheritance in Heaven, a much better and 
_ more glorious ſtate than what was poſſible upon 
-artn. 
: And now I think the whole force of the ObjeCtion is 
removed, and: it doth ſufficiently appear, how unreaſo- 
pably the Providence of God is upbraided with the Sin 
2pd WickeCneſs of Men ; ſeeing, by his wiſe Manage- 
ment, they are made the occaſion of ſo much Glory to 
God, and of ſo much Good unto. Mankind. What the 
#falmiſt faith of the Wrath of Man, holds true of all 
other ſinful Inclinations, and of all ſorts of evil Actions, 
The wrath of main ſhall praiſe thee, and the remainder of 
wrath thou. ſhalt reſtrain ;, that is, God will not, neither 
doth permit either Devils or Men to perpetrate all the 
Wickedneſs which is in their Heart ; he will and doth 
curÞ and reſtrain what he ſees not fit ; and what he per- 
mitteth, he will turn. to Good ; he will ſo order it, as 
tat it may promote his own Honour and Glory, and be 


ſerviceable to thoſe who love, fear and obey him. As 


when a bire is kindled, Men conſult how to uſe it to their 
profit, and. rake.care to give it a vent, and to turn the 
james where the leaſt prejudice may follow ; even ' 
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God doth wiſely manage the evil and unreaſonable 
Diſpoſitions of Devils and Men, that they may break- 
out only when and where he ſeeth it beſt for himſelf and 
thoſe he loveth. : 

I have indeed-ſtay'd long upon this ObjeQion ; but 
it is pardonable, ſeeing the Importance and Intricacy of 
the Subject required it ; and ſeeing ſome have written 
Volumes upon this alone, which very few have cleared 
to SatisfaCtion. 


12. Sixihly, It is urged, That if there was a Provi- 
dence, the beſt Men would feel the greateſt Effetts of it, 
and be moſt profited by it : But the contrary doth for the moſt 
part happen; for Good and Vertuous Men have leaſt of this 
World, and generally are afflifted, troubled and perſecuted ; 
whereas the Wicked and Ungoaly flouriſh, live at eaſe, and 
enjoy Wealth and Plenty. | 

This has been an old and common Clamour againſt 
Providence, and it has been ſometimes made too even. 
by good and holy Men : The Author of the 73d. P/alm 
confeſleth, that this had almoſt ſhaken him out of his 
Integrity, and pious Reſolutions : And upon this account 
Jeremiah expoſtulateth with God , Righteous art thon, 
O Lord, when I plead with thee, yet let me talk with thee of 
thy judgments ; Wherefore doth the way of the wicked pro- 
ſper ? Wherefore are all they happy that deal treacherouſly ? 

er. 02. 5. 

I have ſuggeſted already, upon another Head, what 
may be a ſufficient Anſwer to this ; and becauſe it is 
commonly treated of, I ſhall not inſiſt much upon it : 
All I ſhall offer at preſent, is, That this Prejudice againſt 
Providence will ſoon vaniſh, if we remove the Miſtakes 
from which it ariſeth. | 

I/t, It proceeds from wrong Notions of Happineſs 
and Miſery. We too often take our meaſures of Mens 
Happineſs and Miſery, from their outward State and 
Appearance ; which is a very falſe and uncertain Stan- 
dard, There may be great Contentment in a Cottage, 
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and much Satisfaftion under a coarſe Coat ; as there 


may be great Grief, Anguiſh and Sorrow covered with 
outward Pomp, Splendour and Magnificence, The 
Noble Roman was Sad and Melancholy while he was 
riding 4 in Triumph, being (as he ſaid himſelf ) pinchd 
in his Foot, or tonch'd in ſome other ſenſible Part, 
which no body perceived : Many are carried in a C hair, 


leſs to be envied either for Happineſs or Vertue, than 


thoſe who carry them : The little that a righteous man hath, 
#s better than the riches of many wicked ;, that is, it yieldeth 
more true Satisfation, than the great Revenues of 
wicked Men. True and real Happineſs, as well as Life, 
conſiſteth not in the Abundance which one poſſeſſeth, but it 
lies in the ſolid Peace and Tranquillity of the Mind, the 
true Chearfulneſs of the Spirit, the Quict of the Con- 
ſcience, and-the Aſſurance or well-grounded Hopes of 
God's Love ; which are not the purchaſe of Wealth, or 
Court-Favour, neither are they the inſeparable Atten- 
dants of outward Greatneſs and Proſperity ; but they 
ſpring from Vertue and Integrity, & a care to pleaſe God. 
Wherefore, whatever be the Outward State and Condi- 
tion of Good and Wicked Men, thelaſt can never be tru- 
ly Happy, nor the firſt Miſerable, even in this Life. 
'* 2dly, This Accuſation of Providence, ariſeth from a 
falſe Opinion of the preſent Life, as if” twere the only 
or chief ſtate which Man is capable of. If there was no 
Life or State but this, then indeed the Divine Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs could hardly be juſtified, for carving the 
worlt portion to thoſe who ſerye God beſt. But there 
is no reaſon to complain of this Method of Providence, 
when it is remembred and conſidered, that this Life is 
only a Paſſage to a better, a ſtate of Tryal and Diſcipline, 
to render' us capable of being advanc'd to an Angelical 
ſtate, whither the Wicked and Ungodly cannot enter. 
The preſent Life is as 'our Infancy or Youth ; and we 
here are as Children, whom wiſe Parents think fit to 
keep to a ſtricter Diet, and under a more ſevere Diſci- 
line, than Servants ; ; theſe are allowed many wha 
which 
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which are denied the other : Wherefore, what St. Paul 
ſaid on another occaſion, is applicable to this purpoſe ; 
Now, I ſay, that the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth 
nothing from a ſervant, though be be Lord of all; but is 
under tutors and governors, until the time appointed of the 


| Father, Even ſo we, while we are children, are in bondage 


under the elements of this world ;, but when the fulneſs of time 
is come, God will redeem us from this bondage, and beſtow on 
us the adoption of ſons, Gal. 4 1,2. God's Goodneſs 
therefore to Good ang Vertuous Men, is not to be mea- 
ſured from their preſent ſtate or circumſtances, but from 
the bountiful Proviſions that are laid up for them againſt 
the Life to come. | 
3aly. This Prejudice againſt Providence proceeds from 
a Miſtake of the true Nature of Love, and the proper 
Expreſſions of it.* If that was the wiſeſt and beſt Love, 
which ſome fond Mothers have, which makes them in- 
dulge their Children in every thing, breed them up 
moſt tenderly, and afraid of what may give them pre- 
{ent uneaſineſs, however profitable afterwards ; a Love 
which will not ſuffer the leaſt wind to blow upon them, 
neither allow them to be croſy?d in any thing, though 
their Deſires be never ſo unreaſonable; by which means 
they become ſoft Booby?s, fit for nothing ; I ſay, if this 
was the only true Love, then it might be ſaid, God was 
wanting in love to tine beſt Men : But true Love, as it 
hath a ſtrong Aﬀection to the Perſon, ſo it always con- 
ſults his Good, and always expreſleth it ſelf in what may 
be molt for his Profit. Therefore, a wiſe Father, 
though his Children are to him as the Apple of his Eye, 
yet he abhorrs their Idleneſs, Sloth, or Efteminacy ; he 
inures them to Labour and Hardſhips, that they may 
be ftrong and vigorous ; he obligeth them to divers 
Exerciſes, that they may be perfect and uſeful ; he cor- 
rects their Extravagancies, he curbs their Appetites, he 
chaſtiſeth their Negligence, and uſeth the ſevereſt Me- 
thods, rather than not have them Wiſe and Expert. 
And it is from this true Love, that God ſendeth, _ 
| uch 
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ſuch as are dear unto him, divers ſorts of Aﬀictions and 
Croſles, that by theſe they may become wiſe, and per- 
fe in Faith, Hope, Patience, Experience, and all other 
Vertues : He knows, that 70 chaſtning for the preſent 
ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievous z, yet he uſeth it, becauſe 
afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, 
unto them which are exerciſed thereby, He throweth Men 
into trouble, that they may become better ; he affliteth 
them ſeveral ways, that they may be throughly purged 
and purified, and made more capable of Eternal Fellow- 
ſhip with Himſelf. 


13. Seventhly, It is alledged, That Puvlick C alamities 
can be neither the Effett nor Appointment of Divine Provi- 
dence, becauſe they are inflicted without any diſcrimination of 
Per ſons ;, the Innocent are not diſtingmſhed from the Guilty, 
but both ſuffer alike, which is not conſiſtent with Juſtice : 
nay, which yet ſeems more unjuſt, ſome groſly wicked Perſons 
are ſpared, and ſome good ones are ſuffered to periſh, 

Certainly, whatever is inconſiſtent with Juſtice, is not 
of God ; for he is moſt Juſt, and can do nothing amiſs : 
Shall not the Fudge of all the carth do right ? No doubt he 
will ; and therefore the ſending and management of 
Publick Calamities, the method and manner of inflicting 
Judgments upon a Nation or Land, muſt either be re. 
concilable to Juſtice and Equity, nay, and Mercy too, 
to ſuch as deſerve it, otherwiſe God is not the Author of 
them, and conſequently there is no Providence ; for if 
theſe remarkable things come not from Providence, 
nothing elſe doth. But Publick Calamities, and General 
Judgments, bear too many marks of Divine Providence 
to be denied ; we muſt acknowledge them to proceed 
from God, when we conſider the Time and Occaſion of 
them, their Beginning, Progreſs and End, and all the 
Circumſtances which attend them. And as they are from 
God, 1o certainly they are moſt Juſt ; the leaſt Circum- 
ſtance 1s reaſonable, neither can they produce any effect 
which 15 not worthy of Gog, that 15, of Infinite Juſtice : 

[t 
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It is therefore great Inſolence and Preſumption, to cen- 
{ure theſe Solemn Acts of Divine Providence, or to ac- 
cuſe them of Iniquity ; and all the Prejudices which any 
have againſt them, proceed from Ignorance. As to the 
Difficulties objeCted, they may be clear*d and removed, 
by conſidering, 

1/*, Gods Abſolute Power and Dominion over all 
Perſons and Things: Every thing is his, by that Right 
which Civilians call Dominium in ſolidum ; and whatever 
any poſlcſleth, it is only by a Grant or Permiſſion from 
him, which is ad libirum, or during pleaſure only ; for 
God cannot give a Right of any thing to any Perſon in- 
dependent on Himſelf. Wherefore, when God ſeeth it 
fit to uſe his Abſolute Power and Dominion, there can 
be no Injuſtice done to any, nor hath any one reaſon 
to complain of Injuſtice : when he withdraweth either 
Neceſlaries or Comforts, nay, Life it ſelf, he is not un- 
juſt ; he only taketh his own, what he lent by his own 
free Bounty, without any other Obligation 3 which may 
be as juſtly and reaſonably demanded, as one may ask a 
Summ of Money which another has borrowed of him. 
Thus there was no injuſtice done to 5ob, ſuppoſe him 
never ſo righteous, when he was deprived of all his 
Wealth in one day, and ftript naked as he was born : 
For all he had was Gods; and common Reaſon tells us, 
that one may do with his own what he pleaſeth z which 
70b himſelf wiſely conſider'd, and therefore he would 
not complain, but like a Juſt Man, ſaid, The Lord giveth, 
and the Lord taketh way ; Bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 
So, ſuppole all Good, and Righteous, and Innocent 
Perſons, be by Publick Calamities reduced to extreme 
Poverty ; ſuppoſe they be brought to a piece of Bread ; 
nay, ſuppoſe them ſwept away by a Plague or Peſtilence ; 
yet there is now no ground of Complaint : for whatever 
Puniſhment it may be to the State to which they belong, 
there is no Injuſtice done to them; God only maketh 
uſe of that Abſolute Dominion which he hath over them, 
and the things which he hath given them. 

2dly, Let 
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2aly. Let it bz conſider'd and remembred, That all 
Men are Sinners. The Titles of 7z/t and Righteor, 
are only given to the Beſt comparatively, in reſpec of 
other Men ; for none are exadtly Juſt, or perfedtly 
Righteous in the ſight of God. Men may plead with 
Men, but none can plead Innocence before God ; the 
Beſt muſt own themſelves gnilty to Him. This was Fob's 
Errour, that he thought he might juſtifie himſelf to 
God, as well as to his Friends ; and that he pretended, 
that even God himſelf could find no occaſion of puniſh- 
ing him. Sin doth more or leſs cleave to all in this 
world ; If we ſay we have no ſin, we deceive our ſelves : 
And where there is Sin, Puniſhment is due. The leaſt 
Sin deſerves Eternal Puniſhment ; and therefore there is 
neither Injuſtice done, nor too rigorous Severity uſed 
to the moſt Righteous here, by inflicting only Temporal 
Judgments. 

3 aly. Though God's Nature and Promiſes oblige him 
to put a difterence betwixt Good and Bad, Upright Men 
and Hypocrites, and to diſtinguiſh Perſons according to 
their Works ; yet we are not proper Judges of what 
Men are ; their Righteouſneſs and Integrity do not well 
appear tous: wherefore it is great raſhneſs in us, to 
cenſure the particular Acts of Divine Providence towards 
private and particular Men ; the Out-ſide, and Outward 
Appearance, is no certain Mark ; nor can any certain 
Thing be concluded from fingle Actions, becauſe they 
are not a ſufficient Evidence. Some may make a fair 
ſhew of Vertue and Righteouſneſs, who yet, as the 
Scribes and Phariſees, are only painted and whited Sepulchres, 
beautiful to the eye, but inwardly full of rottenneſs and 
corruption : And there be others lying under Calumny, 
and bad Characters, whoſe Hearts are upright with God, 
and who ſtudy to do what is right in his ſight. The 
moſt Upright doth ſometimes ſtumble : There is none 
fo juſt, but that he doth fall ; and he muſt be very 
wicked, who never did, all his life, one ſingle Action 
good or commendable. Men are therefore to be mea- 
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ſured, not from particular As, but the conſtant Tract 
and Courſe of their life 5 nor ought they to be judged by 
what they appear outwardly before Men, but according 
to what they are in the ſight of God : And ſo He only 
knoweth what Men are, becauſe He only knoweth the 
Temper of Mens Minds, the Principles by which they 
att, and all their ſecret Motions, 

athly. It is not in this World that every Man is fully 
jadged, or finally rewarded, but in the next z therefore 
there is no reaſon to accuſe God of Injuſtice, or unrea- 
ſonable Dealing, when he either ſpareth the Wicked, 
or ſuiffereth the Godly to periſh, as to this life : He ſome- 
times ſpareth the Wicked and Ungodly, becauſe he re- 
ſerveth them to ſome more ſevere and remarkable 
Judgments on another occaſion, or becauſe he intends to 
eive them their full meaſure hereafter : And becauſe he 
will not puniſh ſuch as follow Vertuve and Righteouſneſs 
in the other World, therefore, out of kindnels, he deli- 
vereth them up to temporal Puniſhments here. 

Jthly, As every particular Man is anſ{werable to the 
Tribunal of God inthe life to come, and muſt there 
and then recelve according to what he hath done in the 
Body, whether good or evil; ſo Nations, States and 
Kingdoms can only be judged and puniſhed here : for 
hereaſter Societies are diſlolved, neither have they any 
Repreſentative in the other world. And therefore, it 
God have a juſt Controverſie with a Nation or Land, it 
is juſt and reaſonable to afflict all that belong thereto, 
though all be not guilty of what occaſioned God?s Wrath 
and Diſpleaſure, For, as in a lawful War, the King 
who is juſtly offended, may juſtly diſtreſs the Subjefts of 
that King or State from whom he received the Injury, 
though thoſe particular Perſons who are ſeized and 
diſtreſſed may be very innocent as to the Provocation 
given ; becaule thisis a means to bring that King or State 
ſooner to an Acknowledgment of their Offence, and to 
ſubmit to reatonable Terms of Reparation : Even ſo 
Almighty God wiſely diſperſeth his Judgments upon - 
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Ranks and Orders of People ; he throweth them amongſt 
both Good and Bad, Old and Young, that the Nation 
and Kingdom which hath offended, being thus ſtraitned 
in all Quarters, and pinch?*d on every lide, may come 
ſooner to Repentance, and to humble themſelves heartily 
before him, 

6thly. Though it be not juſt, to charge one with the 
ſin of another, which was committed without their know- 
ledge and conſent ; yet there 1sno injuſtice, in making the 
{in of one, the occaſion of puniſhing the ſin of another, 
nor in appointing one puniſhment for both. God may, 
2s he doth often, both wiſely and juſtly uſe the ſame 
Rod to puniſh divers Perſons, for different Offences : 
Some one heinous Offence or other, of perhaps but one 
or a few Perſons, may cauſe and determine a particular 
Vifitation of a Land or People ; but yet every one is 
judged for his own fin, and only puniſhed for his own 
iniquity. So in the days of David, there was a Famine 
ſent for three Years, becanſe of the bloody houſe of Saul, 
who ſlew the Gibeonites ; and afterwards, three Days of 
ſevere Peſtilence, in which there died Seventy thouſand 
People, becauſe of David's ſin in wumbring them : Bur 
though this Famine and Peſtilence were occaſioned by 
the ſins of David and Saul, yet the ſins of the People did 
alſo truly deſerve them : and ſo, to ſpeak ſtriftly, Every 
one who ſmarted by the Famine, and who died-of the 
Peſtilence, did bear only the Puniſhment of his own Sins. 
The ſins of Saul and David were not charged upon 
others, but only became the occaſion why a ſinful People 
were puniſhed at this time, and after this manner. 

7thly. God doth not ſee it fit to arreſt Sinners every 
Time they break his Laws, and do thoſe Evils which he 
hath forbidden ; nor yet to puniſh each ſingly and 
apart : but to keep up his Authority the better, and to 
ſtrike the greater Awe and Terror into Mens Minds, 
he puniſheth openly, by publick Judgments on remarkable 
Occaſions. And when God ariſeth to Judgment, he 


ordereth an exaCt Scrutiny to be made z and ——_ 
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2ll other Offenders to be puniſhed, beſides thoſe who 
were the particular occaſion of his Solemn Appearance. 
The Times of Publick Calamity, or General Judgments, 
may be called God's Solemn Seſſions, or Aſſizes, to which 
particular Sinners are delivered over, and where and 
when it is that every one is puniſhed for his Offences and 
Tranſgreſſions. Nor is there any Injuſtice, in infliting 
the ſame kind of Puniſhment on divers Perſons, who are 
not equally guilty : For as Draco ſaid, when It was com- 
plained, that he puniſhed all Crimes with Death, 7be leaſt 
( ſaith he) deſerves it, and I have no greater Puniſhment 
for others ; ſo, 1ſay, They who are leaſt guilty, deſerve 
all they ſuffer in this World ; and the molt Wicked can- 
not be puniſhed here, by other than Temporal Judge- 
ments, 

8hly. Laſtly, When God viſiteth a Nation or People, 
he doth not always intend to deſtroy them utterly, to 
cut them off root and branch, but only to humble and 
amend them ; therefore, to anſwer this Delign, he muſt 
ſpare a remnant. And, if all be not cut off, if ſome be 
ſpared, there cannot chuſe but be Bad as well as Good 
amongſt them ; for if all Sinners and Ungodly Men were 
deſtroyed, none would be left, there would ſcarce be a 
Man to inhabit the Land. 

By the Conſideration of theſe Particulars, we may 
underſtand the Nature and End of Publick Calamities, 
and General Judgments ; and may eaſily know how to 
clear the Difficulties which occaſion a Prejudice again5# 
the Divine Providence, either in ſending or managing 
them. The Occaſion of them is Sin ; and the Deſign of 
them, is, to vindicate the Juſtice and Honour of God, 
as Sovereign Judge of the World, to whom belongs the 
Cognizance of Mens Actions, and the Puniſhment of 
their Wickedneſs. God is the Supreme Judge, to whom 
Men, and all Reaſonable Creatures, are accountable '; 
and He is an Abſolute Lord, who has full Right to 
diſpoſe of all things at his Pleaſure : And as all the 
Divine Attributes do ordiaerily concurr together, =_ 
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a{fiſt one another, ſo it pleaſeth the Infinite Wiſdom of 
God, ſometimes to manifeſt the Authority of Supreme 
Judge, by the Power and Dominion of an Abſolute 


Lord ; ſometimes he condemneth and puniſheth Wicked. : 


neſs, by making uſe of his Dominion over Innocent and 
Righteons Perſons, which yet ( as hath been ſhewed ) 
he can do, without any Injuſtice or Cruelty. 

If there be any Credit to be given to the Hiſtory of 
Sodom and Nineveh, God will not deftioy a Nation, nor 
viſit a People with ſevere Judgments, where the Number 
of the Good, and Righteous, or Innocent, are either 
more than the Wicked, or <qual to them, or very con- 
ſiderable : If there had been but Ten Righteous Per- 
ſons in Sodom, it had not bcen deſtroyed ; and becauſe 
thcre was in Nizeveh Sixſcore thouſand, that could not 
diſcern between their Right-Hand and their Lefr, the 
general Deſtruction which Jonah threatned, was delayed. 
So we are told, that God put off the utter Extirpation 
of the Canaantes, becauſe their Iniquities were not yet full; 
that is, Wickedneſs was not yet come to the height,'nor 
ſpread fo univerſally, as to provoke God to cut them oft 
entircly. For thovgh God be an Abſolute Lord, yet he 
is both Joſt and Mercitul, and doth mot grieve the chil- 
aren of men wil'mgly, nor affift them. He will not inflit 
Puniſhment, but where it is due: For he is not as the 
Rulers and Princes of this World, whoſe quarrel is 2t 
Mens Perſons, rather than their Faults ; and who ſearch 
out Faults, only that they may ſatisfie the Hatred they 
bear to the Perſons. God beareth Good-will to All, 
and doth not ſmite either Nations, and Societies, or 
Private Perſons, until he is juſtly and grievouſly pro- 
voked : he ſpareth as long as he can ſpare ; that is, until 
Puniſhment become abſolutely neceſſary, to vindicate his 
Juſtice, Holineſs and Honour, Sin therefore goeth at- 
ways before the Puniſhment ; and Publick Calamitics, 
or General Judgments, are ever uſhered in by Publick, 
Univerſal and Crying Sins: If his Wrath be kindled 
againſt a whole Land, it is certain that all that Land 
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is polluted ; if by ſignal Judgments, he ſhew his Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt a whole Nation , we- may be ſure, that 
the whole Body of the Nation, Head and Members, 
have grievoully offended, and corrupted their ways be- 
fore him. For God cannot be Angry, except at Sin ; 
and when he muſt ſhew his Anger at Sin, he doth it im- 
partially, without reſpe@t of Perſons: His Zeal is not 
like that of Men, more in appearance than reality ; nor 
doth .he follow the way of Earthly Judges, who, while 
they give out Sentence againſt ſome, do at the ſame time 
protect others more guilty. God doth not indulge either 
Friends or Favourites to Sin ; nor- will he exempt them 
from Puniſhment, if they deſerve it, and if either the 
Honour of his Juſtice, or the Inſtruion of others re- 
quire jt. Judgment, therefore generally, begins at the. 
Houſe of God ; and they who ſtand in the neareſt Relatiort 
to him, are ordinarily firſt puniſhed. When the de- 
ſtroying Angel was ſent out ro cut off Old and Young, 
he was. commanded to begin at the Sanftuary, Ezek. 9. 6: 
to ſhew, that God was a Juſt and Impartial Judge, of purer 
eyes than to behold evil, and one who cannot look, upon mms 
quity, that is, ſo as to countenance and approve it in any. 
Men commonly condema only the Vices of Strangers, 
they excuſe them in their own : but God, on the con- 
trary, is more highly offended with the Sins of his own, 
that is, of thoſe whom - he has loved, favoured, and 
tied to himſelf by ſpecial Privileges : To# only have [ 
known of all the families of the earth, therefore will 1 puniſh 
you for all your iniquities, Amos 3. 2. "Y 

'But if the Lord do thus ftritly mark Tniquity , Who can 
ſtand before lim ? . What Man can expe to be Juſtified 
in his fight? It is certain, that God cannot be recon- 
ciled to Sin; he muſt hate it where-ever he ſees it : 
Whoever regards iniquity in their heart, the Lord will not, 
he cannot, hcar them, But, there is mercy with God, that 


. be may be feared : He knoweth our weakneſs, and is al- 


ways ready to forgive : He diſtinguiſheth betwixt Pre- 
ſumptuous Sinners and others : He ſheweth Mercy to the 
| Humble 
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Humble and Contrite, and conſtantly remembreth ſuch 


.as have done good, that while their Sins are puniſhed, 


their Perſons may find grace in his ſight, When he 
maketh the ſtrieſt Inquiſition, and ſheweth the ſevereſt 
Juſtice, he forgetteth not his faithfal Servants, that is, ſuch 
as have ſerved him fincerely, and who ſtndied to pleaſe 
him, though in many things they have offended. In the 


days of evil, the Good and Upright may 'be diſtreſſed 


with others, 'but they are not ſo much forſaken, nor ſo 
ſeverely handled , as the Wicked , for 'whoſe ſake 
theſe grievous Judgments are more-eſpecially ſent. 
Good and Holy Men may be puniſhed with the 
Wicked and Ungodly, to ſhew God?s Impartial Juſtice, 
and to vindicate the Honour of his Name, from the 
Reproaches which their Sins may occaſion ; but at 
the ſame time he ſurrounds them with' his Mercy z he 
teſtifies a particular Love and Favour for them; which 
gives them Courage and Hope, whilſt others Tanguiſh in 
Deſpair. .Calamities ſeize the Wicked, 'as the Law 


taketh hold of Malefa@ors, 'to deliver them over to. 


Deſtruttion : but they happen to Good Men, as Fatherly 
Corrections, 2s Reprimands, and gentle' Cenftires, for 
their Profit and Advantage. Gad?s Metcy tempers and 
mollifies his Judgments, that they may not lie too hard, 
nor preſs too fore or too heavily upon thoſe whom he 
loves, and who love him. 'G6d giveth 'no Support to 
the Ungodly in the days of Adverſity ; he'leaveth him 
fo himſeif, and therefore he fainteth : but he beareth 
up the Good and Upright, he fortifies their-Spirit,. he 
ſuggeſts inward Conſolations, and ſends ontward, unex- 
pected Relief ; his Providence careſſeth them, and ſhews 
a tender regard for them ſeveral ways, as may be made 
appear by- manifold Inſtances'and Experiences. If the 
Wicked periſh, he is at once deprived of the good things 
of this Life, and alſo of the better things Above : but if 


the Juſt Man be cut off, he is only removed from the 


\iſeries of this World, to the Poſlefſion of an Eternal 


and moſt Blcſled Inheritance. So that ſtil] the: Divine 
Providence 
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Providence favoureth the Good more than the Wicked, 
even when he viſiteth with general Judgments: Thongh 
their outward Lot may ſeem the ſame, yet it produceth 
quite different EffeQs to the one and to the other. 


14. Whereas one of the Proofs of Providence, was 
drawn from the Maintenance and Support of Govern- 
ment in the ſeveral States and Kingdoms of the World ; 
therefore, an Eighth ObjeCtion is, That nothing ſeems leſs 
the care of God and a Providence, than Humane Government 
for if God concerned himſelf im this, the Reins of Government 
would not be ſo often put into the Hands of Children, Fools, 
Weak and Wilful Men, who are as unfit for Ruling States, "as 
Phaeton was for guiding the Chariot of the Sun, and whoſe 
Management is as fatal to their particular Domintons,as his was 
like to have been to the World in general. Again, If God de- 
ſigned Government to curb Vice, and to reſtrain Men from 
doing' Evil, be wonld raiſe Good and Vertuous Perſons to be 
Judges and Rulers, and not ( as is frequently done ) com- 
mit the puniſhing of Vice to them who are as Vitious as any, 
or truſt the execution of good Laws to them who may be bribed, 
who put n0 difference between Good and Evil, and whoſe Zeal 
for the one and againſt the other 1s entirely managed by the 
Diſpoſition or Intereſt of a Prince or Great Man, or the fickle 
and unreaſonable Humors of the People. This ſhews, that 
Government is n0 part of God's Care ;, and if he take no 
thought of that, in which: ſo many Thouſands are concerned, 
there is little reaſon #0 think that be troubles himſelf with 
any thing. © 

Whar is here objetted, 1 acknowledge to be true 
but the Conſequence b neither juſt cor true : For we 
may by "the ſame reaſon deny the admirable Oeconomy 
of the- Natura] Body to be from God ; that its Health, 
Strength-und Vigour are his Bleſſing, becauſe it is ſome= 
times fick- and feeble, ſuffereth a luxation of the Joynts, 
hath: its Nerves and Sinews looſned, and the neceſſary 
union and communication betwixtthe Head and Members 
interrupted. - Both the: Fealth of the Natural — 
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and the Proſperity of the Civil State or Body Politick, 
are-the Gift of God, which he withdraws or diminiſheth 
at his pleaſure. If Puniſhments and AfﬀiQions were of 
the nature of Moral Evil, they could not be aſcribed to 
God : but Puniſhments are as neceſſary as Rewards are 
deſirable, and both the one and the other declare the 
Juſtice and Goodneſs of Him who has Power and Autho- 
Tity to appoint them. God is the Author of all the Good 


and all the Evil which befal either Private Perſons, or 


Nations and States; and it is He, and none elſe, who 
changeth their Condition, and altereth their Circum- 
ſtances either to better or worſe. 

As God hath given Bread to nouriſh the Natural Body, 
ſo he hath appointed Government to be the Support of 
Nations, to be their Strength and Security, the Means 
of their Preſervation and Proſperity : Food and Raiment 
are not more neceſlary to the Natural Life, than Govern- 
ment is to the Peace of Nations, and the Flouriſhing of 
Kingdoms. Any Government is better than none at al}, 
and the greateſt Tyranny is preferrable to Anarchy. He 
knows little, and conſiders leſs, who is not ſenſible of 
the importance and uſefulneſs of good and ſtrict Govern- 
ment, and who doth not preferr it to Popular Liberty : 
but then Government doth anſwer the End, and produce 
theſe good Effects, only or chiefly, when it is in the 


hands of Men of Wiſom and Experience, who are juſt 


and faithful to their Truſt, Wherefore, when God in- 
tends to raiſe a Kingdom, to bleſs a People at home, and 
to promote their Intereſt abroad, he ſetteth a wiſe 
King over them, and prolongeth his Life, that he may 


have Experience; he encreaſeth the number of their 


Wiſe Men, and crowneth their Judges and Counſellors 
with gray Hairs ; he advanceth righteous Perſons, and 
placeth them about the Throne, and committeth the 
Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs to Men of Honour and Inte- 
grity. But when his Deſign is, to puniſh a People, to 
bring them low, to diminiſh their Credit abroad, and 
to leſſen their Happineſs at home, he either takes away 
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altogether the Stay and the Staff, or he breaks them ; he 
cuts off, more or leſs, this Stay of Bread, and this Stay of 
Water, which ſupports the Body Politick, ( as It is ex- 
preſſed by the Prophet, 1/a. 3. 1.) He weakens their Go- 
vernment, by frequent changes of their Kings : For the 
tranſgreſſion of a land, many are the Princes thereof ; he 
delivereth them up to the conduCt of Young Men with- 
out experience : He removeth the mighty mar, and the man 
of war, the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and the 
ancient, the honourable man, and the counſellor, and the cun- 
ning artificer, and the eloquent orator ;, and he giveth children 
20 be thetr princes, and maketh babes to rule over them, that 
they may be naked and defenceleſs, and that they may 
become a prey and a ſpoil to all their enemies, becauſe they 
have done that which was evil in the ſight of God, axd bave 
provoked him to anger, Thus, by the folly and ill conduCt 
of Reboboam, he brought to paſs what he threatned to 
Solomon, for a Puniſhment of his Idolatry ; he divided 
the Kingdom, and diveſted it of all that Glory and Mag- 
nificence to which the Wiſdom, and Riches, and long 
peaceable Reign of Solomon had raiſed it. So when the 
time was come for humbling the Roman Empire, for 
breaking it into pieces, according to the Prophecies of 
Damel, God multiplied their Emperors, and ſhortned 
their Reigns: By the Cruelty of ſome, and the Softneſs 
of others, he eclips?d the Glory of Rome, and inter- 
rupted that aſcendency which it had acquired over the 
reſt of the Nations: Inſtead of a Warlike Julius, of a 
Wiſe Auguſizs, whoſe Names were dreaded in the re- 
moteſt Places of the World, he ſet up an Orho, a Galba, 
a Vitellias, a Heliogabulus, and ſuch others as had neither 
a Head to dire, nor a Heart to enterprize, nor Hands 
to aCt great things ; which leſſened the Authority of the 
Empire that was once very formidable, and encouraged 
the bold Attempts of every ambitious and pragmatical 
Perſon, until that vaſt Dominion was parcelled out again 
into diſtinct States and Kingdoms. 
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It would indeed be a Refleftion upon the Wiſdom and 
Juſtice of God, if Fools and wicked Men were advanced, 
by way of miſtake, when he intended to ſave a People 
from Ruine, and to make them happy in their Rulers: 
but being provoked either to puniſh or deſtroy a People, 
by depriving them of the bleſſing of a good and wiſe Go- 
vernment, ſoft Men and Fools, wicked, cruel and unjuſt 
Perſons are very proper for the purpoſe. God is an 
Abſolute Sovereign ; his Government is Juſt, but Arbi- 
trary, and therefore he may appoint to Offenders what 


Puniſhment he pleaſeth : And conſequently,: it is no juſt. 


or good Argument againſt his Providence, that he is 
pleaſed ſometimes to ſet up an unwiſe King, for deſtroy- 
ing a ſinful People ; which alſo ſerveth to make all ſen- 
lible of the benefit of good Kings, wiſe and righteous 
Governors. This teacheth People to be Thankful and 
Obedient, when the - Lord, in whoſe hand is the power of 
the earth, ſetteth over them, in due time, one that 1s profi- 
rable, Eccluſ. 10. 4. | 
As to the laſt part of the Objection, I ſay, that cor- 
rupt Judges are the conſequence of bad, weak and unfic 
Kings, which I have ſhewed to be ſent to a People for 
their Puniſhment. Bur 1 add further, That as this 1s 
too common in all Reigns, and under both good and 
bad Kings, ( the beſt Kings do not always ſet up for 
Judges, men fearing God, and hating covetouſneſs ; ) 1o it 
hath always ſeemed to me a convincing Proof of a Divine 
Providence, which over-rules the Temper and Inclina- 
tions of particular Men, which reſtrains them from 
much evil and miſchief which otherwiſe they would do, 
and which obligeth them to more good than they have 
a mind to, The Praftices of Judges and People, do 
prove too evidently the Depravation of Humane Na- 
ture : This ſhews, that Men are bent and forward to 
evil, and that they would ſoon ruine and deſtroy oae 
another, if they were not with-held by the Care and 
Providence of God, more than by Humane Laws or 
Policy. Moreover, the good Effects of excellent Laws 
proceed 
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proceed more from God*s ſecret Management, than the 
Deſigns of Men. A Convention of only good Men, was 
never yet either called or conſulted, -to the making of 
good Laws : The beſt Laws have been made by no bet- 
ter Men than others generally are ; and they were 
prompted to make them, not from any ſenſe of the 
Juſtice, or Equity, or Reaſonableneſs of them,. but by 
other Reaſons more agreeable to their corrupt Incli- 
nations 3 for oft-=times the Makers of Laws, have, at 
the very time, been contriving how to elude them. And 
when Laws are made, they do not change the Sentiments 
of Men ; both they who have the cuſtody of them, and 
others, are the ſame as before. . The Law forbids Thefc 
and Robbery ; but the Judge who keeps an Eſtate by no 
other right than Oppreſlion, cannot think it a Crime: 
he who is daily Neighing after his Neighbours Wife, 
cannot believe Adnltery unlawful ; he who taketh a Re- 
ward againſt the Innocent, muſt look upon Right and 
Wrong as arbitrary things, and conclude that there is 
no real Injuſtice ; he who puſheth Laws out of pique, 
and chiefly where he hath prejudice, muft approve of 
Revenge.3 he who can be brib?d or movy?*d to ſentence 
one to Death, without ſufficient Conviction,; by a ſtretch 
of Law, when it is convenient to ſerve a Turn, or pleaſe 
a Party, cannot abhorr Murder ; and he who doth one 
evil without check or reluCtancy, he certainly hath nei- 
ther Conſcience nor Honour, he is a wicked Man, who 
would do much more, if he had occaſion and temptation. 
What then would the World be, if Men werelet looſe ? 
if they were not over-awed, diverted, and tied up ? if 
the occaſtons and temptations to Evil and Wickedneſs 
were not well managed and obſerved ?;. And who can 
watch or manage them, but God ? Is it nothis Provi- 
dence -who ordereth theſe Occurrences, which engage 
bad Men to make good Laws, and which oblige:them to 
obſerve them? When Juſtice is kept np by:unjuſt Men ; 
when Wickedneſs is hindred from ſpreading.by wicked 
Men 3 and when they who are not good of themſelves, 

N 4 are 
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are yet conſtrained to vertuous Acts by -vitious Men ; 
Doth not this evidently declare the Power., and 
Wiſdom, and continued Providence of God in the 
World ? 


15. It is ſaid, Ninthly, That if there was a ſpecial and 
particular Providence ; if God did thus foreſee and order all 
things ; if the viciſſitude of FIumane Affairs were appointed by 
him, to bring about ſome excellent Purpoſes ; he would reveal 
the Secret to Holy and Good Men ;, and would not leave thoſe 
who are entirely devoted to him, . under the melancholy damps of 
fear and anxiety about the Event : And as this would con- 
tribute much to their peace and quiet , ſo *twould convince 
others, that all were tranſatted by Providence ,, whereas now 
there is a ſuſpicion of Chance entertained, becauſe no body is 
before-band privy to the Deſign. 

Mankind has always had a great itch after future 
things, and been over-curions to know what ſhall be. 
It is ſtrange to ſee how willing they are to be deluded 
in this matter, and with what pleaſure and appetite 
they catch obſcure Prophecies, uncertain PrediCtions, 


and any thing that pretends to diſcover things to come.” 


This is the. effe&t of the Corruption of our Nature , 
which makes us more fond: of Profit than Reaſon, and 
which makes us better pleas*d with the Succeſs of a 
 Canſe, than with the Juſtice of ir. 

God's Providence is ſufficiently demonſtrable without 
this Proof of it; and his Goodneſs and Love can be 
many other ways made out to ſuch as wait on him. 
God with-holds nothing that is neceſſary from us, and 
he has liberally provided many things that are profitable; 
but he wiſely concealeth the Events of Things, the Fates 
of Men and Kingdoms, and the Succeſs of Cauſes; for 
the knowledge of them is neither proper nor expedient z 
nor would it be profitable to us, yea, it would be very 
hurtful : Jr 4s nor for you ( ſaid Jeſus to his Diſciples, 


who were infefted with this common Diſeaſe of- Man- 


kind ). ra know the times or the ſeaſons which the Father hath 
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put in bis own power. It is a miſtake, to think that the 


fore-knowledge of Events, and all paſſages relating to 


our ſelves and others, would conduce to the greater peace 
and quiet of our Minds; for ſeeing it is wiſely decreed, 
that both private Perſons and Kingdoms ſhall undergo 
various Changes, run many Hazards, be try*d with Dif- 
ficulties and Hardſhips, and viſited with divers Troubles , 
the apprehenſion of theſe things before-hand, and our 
averſion to them, would occaſion more vexation, than the 
aſſurance of a happy Exit would joy ; the proſpett of the 
End, ſuppoſe it to be good, couid not compenſate the 
fears of what was firſt to be endured. As the Expetta- 
tion of any Temporal Good or Enjoyment reaſonably 
hoped for, is always greater than what it deſerves ; ſo 
the Fears of Suffering, is always more diſquietting than 
the Evil it ſelf when it is inflicted. Six or Seven Years 
Miſery would deje&t our Minds, and caſt down our Spi- 
rits, though we ſhould ſee Preferments and Advantages 
at the end of them. And if only the Good was fore- 
told, whenever unexpected Dangers and Difficulties oc- 
curred, our Faith would be ſhaken ; we would then be- 
gin to queſtion the Truth of what was promiſed ; we 
would entertain jealouſies of a Deluſion ; and would 
torment our ſelves with the fear of a Diſappointment, 
which is worſe than never to have had any Expetta- 
tion. 

Again, God wiſely concealeth the Events of Cauſes 
and Things, what he hath purpoſed for our ſelves, 
or for others we are concerned in, that he may exerciſe 
our Truſt and Afeance in himſelf; that he may prove 
our Faith in his Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Pro- 
vidence ; and, that he may try whether we can freely 
reſign, and confidently commit our ſelves to his cone 
duct, which is a part of that Homage and Acknowledg- 
ment Which we owe to him : There would be no tryal 
of our Patience, Submiſſion and Dependence upon 
God, if our Caſe was never dubious, but always cer- 
Faln, 

Further, 
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Further,God keeps up from us the Ends and Purpoſes of | n 
his Providence, that he may oblige us to uſe our Reaſan, 
to follow Prudence, to be obſervant of our Duty, and 
the Laws of Truth and Righteouſneſs; for if the Event 
was known to us, we ſhould look more to that, than to 
theſe : if one could come at the Book of Fate, *would 
be more ſtudicd than the Scripture : if the Purpoſes and 
Decrees of God, concerning Men and Things, could be 
known, there would he more Enquiries after them, than 
after what is juſt, and reaſonable, .and good, which 
yet is more necellary for us to. know. So we ſee, that 
thoſe Perſons who delude themſelves with Aſtrological 
Predictions, and who obſerve Omens, they leaveRealion, 
and will not liſten to.the DiCtates of Prudence, but do pre- 
cipitate themſelves into That ſtateand thole circumſtances * 
which their deluded Fancy apprehended were appointed 
for them, and ſoat once they ordinarily make ſhipwrack 
bath of their Underſtanding and their Happineſs. Our 
buſineſs in this world, is to cultivate our Reaſon, to ſtudy 
Prudence, Knowledge, Vertue and Holineſs, without 
regard to Events : The foreknowledge of Events, would 
carry us off this neceſlary ſtudy ; and hinder too much 
the exerciſe and improvement of theſe. Vertues, which 
are Ornaments and Perfettions at preſent, and alſo re- 
quilite and indiſpenſible Qualifications to Eternal Bleſ- 
{edneſs hereafter. For theſe, and ſome other Reaſons, 
the Wiſdom of God hideth from Mankind what he is 
about todo ; and generally doth not diſcover to any the 
Deſigns he carries 07, until the Event declare them. - 
The generality of Mankind are not worthy to have ſuch {| 
1mportant Secrets revealed unto them : And as for: the 
few good and devout Souls, the Tryal of their Faith, the 
Exerciſe of Humility, and the Teſtification of their Truſt 
in God, and Dependence on Him, in caſes that ſeem 
deſperare, and utterly loſt in humane appearance ; I ſay, 
this is more profitable for them, than the ſatisfying their 
curiolity : And therefore God?s Love and Goodneſs to 
them that frar him, are as great when he doth 

not, 
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not, as When he doth reveal the things that are to 
come. 

But though I have given Reaſons, to juſtifie this Me- 
thod of Divine Providence, in concealing generally from 
Men both what God intends to do, in reference either to 
Private Perſons, or Publick Aﬀeairs, and alſo the Times 
and Seaſons of effe&uating what he has certainly pur- 
poſed ; yet I am far from advancing, that it is incon- 
ſiſtent with his Wiſdom to reveal theſe things to any ; 
nor am I of the Opinion, that ?*twas never done at any 
time. I do not believe all the Inſpirations which are 
pretended ; nor do I ſee any reaſon why the Modern 
Prophecies ſhould be received, which do not declare 
any thing ſo plainly or probably as the Spirit and Aﬀe- 


"tion of the Prophet : bat however, 1 am perſuaded, 


that both formerly there were, and alſo now there are 
undoubted Inſtances of this ſpecial Mark of God?s Fa- 
vour to particular Men. By Dreams, and other ſtrange 


. ways, ſome have had wonderful Intimations of what 


was to happen, and what did befall themſelves and 
others. For the Reaſons given, every one is not to ex- 
pect this ; nor is it fit to ask it, becauſe it is not among 
the things weare commanded to ask ; but when it pleaſeth 
God to grant it, we ſhould not ſlight it, but ponder it 
ſcriouſlly. 

Under the Patriarchal and Jewiſh Oeconomy, God 
did reveal himſelf more frequently than now : The Jews 
had a ſucceſſion of Prophets, whom they were allowed 
to addreſs in their great Straits, and dubious Caſes, 
and who generally foretold both the Good and Evil 
which was to befal either the Publick State, or Private 
Perſons. This Privilege is withdrawn now, not becauſe 
God careth leſs for the World, but becauſe there is not 


| ich occaſion for it now, as then : To omit other Rea- 
0 


ns at this time, Men were then in a kind of Infant- 
ſtate, they did not underſtand clearly either the Me- 
thods of Providence, or God's Will and Purpoſe to- 


wards Mankind, and they had but dark Intimations of 


a Future 
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a Future State ; wherefore they often needed to- be in- 
ſtructed, encouraged and comforted. But now we are 


in the State of perfe&t Men ; by the Revelation of the 
Goſpel, we are made to underſtand the Nature of God 


clearly, the Reaſons and Methods of his Providence, 


and our Duty in every State : By this, Gods Love, and 


the Eternal Purpoſes of his Counſel towards Men, are 


unfolded, and Life and Immortality are brought to light , 


ſo that there is no neceſlity of any particular Informa-. 


tion. We know our Buſineſs, we know our End, and 
2re furniſhed with all neceſſary Inſtruftions how to re- 


ceive, how to manage, and how. to improve all Oc- 


currences; we are allured, that all things ſhall work t0- 
gether for good to them who love God ;, and, that neither 


tribulation, nor diſtreſs, nor perſecution, nor famine, nor 


nakedneſs, nor peril, nor ſword, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor any thing elſe can ſeparate us from God, or 
deprive us of Eternal Life : which is ſufficient to ſettle 
our Minds into a ſolid peace, and to deliver us from all 
manner of anxiety, except that of working out our ſalva- 
. ton, and of obeying the truth, 


16. The laſt ObjceCtion I ſhall make mention of, is 
taken from the State and Circumſtances of the Church, 
which one would think, may claim a chief Intereſt in Provie 
dence, but which yet is lite favoured, and very much neg» 
leted, if God concern himſelf with things below bere, 


"twould ſeem as if he had ſet his face againſt the Church; 


that be intended to baffle the Projett of founding, eretting and 
enlarging it, and that he reſolved to fright all from the Pros 
eſſion of Chriſtiartty : For, what elſe can be concluded, from 
the many Perſecutions, Schiſms and Hereſies which are ſuf- 
fered to ariſe and prevail * And if God had any care or 
concernment for the Church, would he truſt the great aff airs 


of it to weak, unkilful and unſufficient Perſons * Would he 


ſet up for Rulers, Guides and Teachers, Men that are 1gn0- 
rane and contemptible, that are both unfit and unacceptable; 
and wo want thoſe Qualifications which may recommend their 

Per ſons, 
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Perſons, or give Authority to their Inſtruftions ? And have 
not the Clergy been generally ſuch from the beginning, Simple 
and Unlearned, without Birth and Breeding, withaut Expe- 
rience and Condutt, So that the Fate of the Church ſeems 
inconſiſtent with Providence , and if that Society which 


ſets up for God, cannot ſhew his Love and care, Where 


4 we look for them ? | 

What eſpecially concerns the Church and Chriſtian 
Religion, I have referred to the Third and following 
Part of theſe Enquiries ; and thither I muſt referr the 
Reader too, for a fuller Inſtrution about them, than 
what can be properly offered at preſent. But that 
They who thus :calumniate Providence, and who take 
vpon them to cenſure all the Divine Actions which they 
do not underſtand ; I ſay, that They may not go on 
boaſting till then, that the Mouths of theſe Gainſayers 
may be ſtopt, 1 will here, in th? mean time, propoſe 
A —_ and reaſonable Anſwer to what is now ob- 
jected. 
. This ObjeQion is reducible to theſe Three Heads ; 
viz. (1) The Clergy and Paſtours of the Church. (2.) Per- 
ſecutions, (3.) Schiſms and Hereſies, Each of which 1 
will conſider apart. 

if. And Firſt, As to the Clergy and Paſtours of the 
Church, they are judged very unfit Tools, and unſuffi- 
cient Inſtruments for converting the World, and per- 
ſuading Men to receive the Fruth, becauſe of the con- 
tempt they lie under. But what is the ground of their 
contempt ? Are the Prejudices which Men have againſt 
them, reaſonable ? What Men ignorantly condemn, 
was an Inſtance of the Wiſdom of God ; he wiſely, at 
firſt, did chuſe mean, and obſcure, and illiterate Men ; 
he purpoſely made uſe of Men poor, ignoble, without 
Authority, without the Wiſdom and Learning of this 
World, that the Truths they preached, might appear 
no Humane Device, no Cheat, or cmingly deviſed Fable 
of ſubtle and metaphyſical Heads, and that he might 
force an Acknowledgment of the Demonſtration of the 

ke Spirit 
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Spirit and Power which they carried about them. And 
for the ſame reaſon, -the Infinite Wiſdom of God hath 
ordained, that the treaſures of heavenly wiſdom and know. 
leage, and that the wonderful Means of his Grace may 
be ſtill in earthen weſſels, even that the excellency of the 


power may be of God, and not of men. God hath cboſen the 


fooliſh things of this world, to confound the wiſe ; and the 
weak things, to confound the things that are mighty : and by 
baſe things, and things that are deſpiſed, he declareth his 
Wiſdom and Power, to lay the Pride of Man, and thet 0 
fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence, . 

Manna was a Heavenly Gift, but gathered from the 
Ground. To undervalue good things, becauſe the 
means of conveyance are not pompous, proceeds from 
a ſaucy Pride, which deſerves to be chaſtiſed. Naamar 
had been very unreaſonable ; neither ought any to'have 
pitied him, if he had refuſed his Health, becauſe the 
Prophet would not uſe ſome. ſolemn Ceremonies, and 
only preſcribed ſimple waſhing in Fordav. And if it 
pleaſe the wiſdom of God, by the fookſhneſs of preaching, to 
ſave them that believe ; if he think fit to ruine the King- 
dom of Satan, and to reclaim a wicked World, by 
ways and means outwardly deſpicable, and, in the eyes 
of Men, unſufficient 5 we ought to admire and praiſe 
his Mercy, and-:ſhould be thankful to his great Good- 
neſs, but there is no reaſon to quarrel at the Means. If 
Men would ſhew themſelves Men, they ought to conlider 
what is ſpoken, rather than who it is that ſpeaks. Im- 
portant and excellent Truths ovght not to be deſpiſed, 
though they be: uttered by Children and Fools, and 
ſach as have but ſmall reputation in the World.' There 
isno reaſon to rejeCt a Prophet, becauſe he was bred up 
in Gahlee, the Son of a Carpenter, and. becauſe his 
Brethren and Siſters make no glorious figure, bat 'are 
amongſt ns in_a poor, mean condition. If the Goſpel 
be true, it is not the leſs valuable,. becauſe it was firſt 
preached by Fiſhermen and Mechanicks, and ſuch as had 
not the liberal Education of the World ; And —_— 
| Infir- 
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Infirmities be 'amontgſt” the ' Clergy their Succeſlors, yet 


' Reaſon, 'Duty and Intereſt, oblige al}, with the Noble 


Bereans,' to receive the word with all readinefs of mind, and 
rw ſearch the Scriptures daily, and to apply their Minds 
carefully to know whether thoſe things be ſo, as is declared. 
Abana' and. Pharphar, the Rivers of Damaſcus, may be 
as good in themſelves as Jordan ; but the word of a 
Prophet can make: this of greater virtue than rhoſe. 
Elijah was a-man-of like paſſions and infirmties with others, 
burt'the CharaQer and'Spirit of a Prophet made a ſenſible 
difference. The-Prieſts who ſerve at the Altar, are 
but Men; and'other Men, as Men, may be as good or 
better 'than 'they : \but the Inſtitution and Appointment 
of God, gives them Power and Anthority, and renders 
them uſeful above all others ; and whoſo deſpiſe them 
or their Miniſtry, do deſpiſe the Wiſdom of God, who 
has purpoſed this way to manifeſt His Power and Autho-« 
rity, -bis Mercy and Goodneſs. 

| will-not now enquire into' the Grounds of the pre- 
ſent Contempt of the Clergy, nor will I examine all the 
Prejudices which Men have againſt their Perſons and 
Office ; for *twould be too great a Digreſlion : But ſure, 
Ignorance 1s unjultly charged upon the Body of them ; as 
Men may be very capable to reach found Doitrine, though 
they benot Mathematicians and Philoſophers, and ſtndied 
in all the learning of the Egyptians, and ancient Grecians. 
And ſuppoſe thele and other Accompliſhments were more 


uſeful, and more neceſſary, they are at leaſt in as great 


meaſure amongſt the Clergy, as amongſt any other ſort 


'of People: Atheiſts; Deiſts, and the-reſt of that Gang, 
are not fuperiour eo them in Sence, Learning, or ſolid 


Knowledge and Judgment, though indeed they have by 
far agreater ſtock of Impudence z and it is only by their : 
infufferable Impudente that they obtrude their thin Rea- 
ſons, 'their falſe Notions, their new and fingular Con- 


. Celts, *upon ſimple, inconſiderate and unthinking Men. 


Even as a Mountebank draweth numbers from an old 


'Experienc'd Phyſician, and as the headleſs Multirnde 


tooliſhly 
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fooliſhly believe his Salves and Cures to be good and. bet- 
ter than others, becanſe his Fack-pudding can ACt a Farce 
well ; ſo ſome, who are not at the pains to examine, as 
falſly conclude, that Reaſon and Truth are only with 
thoſe who Aſſert boldly, and break a Jeſt handſomly. 
There be ſome important things hid from the Wiſe and 
Prudent, which yet the Wiſdom of God thinks fit to 
reveal unto Babes. Some may be.qualified enough to 
give Rules for cultivating Humane Underſtanding, and 
yet be ignorant of the Myſteries of the Goſpel. He. who is 
rizht in one thing, is not always right and reaſonable in 
every thing; as one may be guilty of ſome weakneſles, 
and yet skilful and knowing in very uſeful and certain 
matters. Whereis the wiſe ? Where 15 the ſcribe ? Where 
is the diſputer of this world? Not many wiſe men after the © 
fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are called. Not. be- 
cauſe the Doctrine of Chriſtianity cannot bear the Teſt 
of theſe, nor will it ſuffer an Enquiry ; but becauſe they 
will not humbly rely upon God, and do oppoſe their 
Underſtanding to Infinite Wiſdom. True Wiſdom and 
Knowledge cannot miſguide us, nor carry us off from 
God ; but vain Philoſophy, and a Wiſdom falſly. ſo called, 
may, and often doth. The world, once, through wiſdom, 
knew not God ; and it is to be feared, that the time is 
drawing near, when the World ſhall relapſe into, the 
ſame fatal Ignorance, by the very ſame means. That 
the Soul be without knowledge, is not good : but the moſt 
precious. Knowledge, lies like the Treaſures of the 
Earth, and muſt be digged and ſearched after, by 
humble Labour, and modeſt Enquiries : A proud, luxu- 
riant and wanton Mind, is not qualified to. under- 
Lake it. 

- It is moſt apparent, that there is at preſent, a Ge- 
neral Confederacy . againſt the Order of Prieſthood : 
Spite and Malice have entred into a League with Wit, 
for running it down. The Perſonal Faults of Men. are 
ſerved to the Office, that when, it is ſet up, it may be 
laugt'd at. The Miſcarriages of Clergy-men, Kol not 
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diſtinguiſhed from the divine and commanded Aﬀs of 
their 24imſtry, but both are jumbled rogether into the 
common Term of Prieſt-craft, which is haſtly con- 
demned, and unjuſtly expoſed ; which every infolent 
T—d, and ill-maner*d Blockhead, takes liberty to 
throw at ; and which others not only allaw, but - 
forward, their Prejudice making them forget their 
Sence and their Honour. Wit, Sence, and Obſervation, 
are not incompatible with 2 Cafſock, ſome who wear it, 
have their common ſhare of th:m, and ſo could, if they 
thought ir juſt and proper to uſe the ſame method, take 
revenge on all Trades and Profeſſions, and upon all Or- 
ders of Men, even from the higheſt to the loweſt. But 
'twere better to be without Wir, than to make it ſerve 


\ only tolevel the World, and to explode all neceſſary and 


uſeful Inſtitutions 3 and whatever Wit one hath, cer- 
tainly he hath little ſolid Judgment, who is jeſted out 
of his Reaſon and Intereſt, and who is as much influenc'd 
by a Witiciſm, as by grave and weighty Conſiderations. 
As ſmall and light Bodies are only moved and carried 
away by a breath of Air, ſo they are only weak Heads 
who are ſhaken with Wit. Should we fall out with our 
ſelves, complain of our Creation, or wiſh to be turned 
into Hogs, becauſe of Rocheſter*s Satyr upon Man ? or is 
Vice in-any wiſe more reaſonable, lince the other againſt 
Vertue, But I will not infiſt upon this. 1 crave leave 
to offer Two things humbly to the Conſideration of all 

ſerious Perſons. 
1ſt, That a War with Prieſts, as Prieſts, is a War 
with God himſelf ; Thzs uſually commenceth with Thar. 
Hatred to Prieſts, either proceeds from, or ends in Un- 
godlineſs and Impiety. The Cudgels are pretended to 
be taken op againſt Men only, but the Blows are intended 
and directed farther ; therefore they who are engaged, 
do find themſelves unawares encountred by the Sword of 
the Lord: Therefore (hall the land mourn , and every one 
that awelleth therein ſhall languiſh with the beaſts of the field, 
«1d with the fowls of heaven ; yea, = fiſhes of the ſea alſo 
ſrai 
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ſhall be taken away ; for thy people are as they that ſtrive 
with the prieſt: therefore thou ſhalt' fall in the day, the-pro- 
phet alſo ſhall fall with thee in the night, and I will deſtroy 
thy mother. They mocked the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed 
his woras, and miſuſed his prophets, wntil the wrath of the 
Lord aroſe againſt his people tilt there was no remedy, Hol. 4. 
2 Chron. 34. 16. Another thing | have to ſay, is, That 
nothing can be more fatal to a Nation or People, than 
when they who hold the Office of Prieithood amongſt 
them, are really contemptible either in their Perſans or 
Actions : It is a great Puniſhment in it ſelf, and the 
greateſt Sign ard Preparation that ean be, either of 
Spiritual or Temporal Judgments, The Prieſts are de- 
ſign'd to be Interceſlors betwixt God and the People : 
And what can be worſe, than either to be without In- 
tercelſors, or to have thoſe who cannot prevail ? A Na- 
tion then which hath like People like Prieſt, is-fitted and 
defigned for Deſtruftion. Al. the beaſts of the field come 
to devour ; yea, all the beaſts in the foreſt : For, His watch- 
men are blind, they are all ignorant, they are ai dumb aogs 
that cannot bark,, ſleeping, lying: down, loving to ſlumber ; 
yea, they are greeay dogs which can never have enough, and 
rhey are fvepherds which cannot underſtand ; they ail logk to 115 
own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter, Iſa. 56. 9. 
Wherefore, a People in this caſe, inſtead of inſulting 
over their Prieſts and Clergy, they ought to lament and 
mourn; they have all reaſon tobe afraid of the Judg- 
ments of Ged ; and they ſhould turn their Indignation 
chiefly againſt Themſelves, againft their Sins and Franſ- 
ereſſions, againſt their contempt of God's Meſlages, 
againſt their diſobedience-to the'Truth, and-what elſe 
they are gnilty of, which has thus provoked: God to take 
away their Guides, or to-puniſh'them with;bliad and 
unfit ones, -and to remove from among them: fuch as 
ſhould make up. the bedge, and ſtand in the gap befoxe him 
for the land, that he ſhould not deſtroy it. \ * b:08 

But to return to the Second Head of Perſecutions : 


They are not only permitted, but ſent by: God ; his 
Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom appoints them, to render the Church glorious» 
whoſe Glory lies not in outward Pomp and Splendour» 
which belongs to the Civil States of the World ; but in 
conquering Difficulties, reſiſting Temptations, bearing 
up. under great Diſcouragements, and ſtanding firm, 

notwithſtanding all the Devices, Plots and Conſpiracies 
of Devils and wicked Men to overthrow it : This ſhews 
that the Church is not from Earth, but from Heaven : 

This proves it to be the Houſe of the Ever-living God, 
which he will maintain ; the Pillar and Ground of 7; yark, 

which neither Humane nor Infernal Power can break or 
deſtroy. Moreover, the Glory and Splendour of the 
Church conſiſts in the Devotion and Sandctity of its 
Members, to which Perſecutions are not a little con- 
tributive: Much Peace maketh chem like the Men of 


Laiſh, careleſs, quiet, and ſecure, ſo that they lie too 


open to thoſe Enemies who would invade their Vertve 
and Integrity ; whereas Periecutions awaken them, 
rouze their Courage, and 'put tnem upon their Guard. 
YVhen the Church is at eaſe, Chriſtians, as Moab did, 
ſettle upon the Lees of this VYorld, and they are ſepa- 
rated ard purged by the Pertecutions which. happen. 
The Church is God*s Vineyard ; Chriſtians are the Vines ; 
and Perſecutions are God?s Pruning; knife, by which he 


loppeth off thoſe Branches which are withered, and 


rendreth the other both more bezutifal and fruitful. 
Perſecutions do, indeed, make fewer Chriſtians , but 
they alſo make them much better ; they carry off Hy- 
pocrites, but they leave the Sincere, and cauſe them to 


be more ſincere, to be moredevout, to be more denied 


to the VVorld and Sin, to be more fervent and heavenly- 
minded, If all, or moſt who belong to the Church, 
though they be few, be ſincere and upright, good and 
holy, it makes more for the Intereſt avd Glory of the 
Church, than if *twere largely extended, and filled with 


Multitudes, i 


Further, It is to be conkdered, That: Perfecutions 


are good and-profitable to the' Church; not only/in thet 
Q 2A they 
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they contribute to Sanftifie its Members, but alſo be- 
cauſe they promote the Purity of its Conſtitution, and 
either prevent or reCtiſie thoſe Errors which, in peaceable 
Times, creep into its Doctrine, V Vorſhip and Diſcipline. 
VVhen the Church was Perſecuted, its Doftrine was 
Sound, its VVorſhip Pure, and its Diſcipline Stri&t and 
Exact ; becauſe then all watched carefully, uſed more 
caution, and were ated with true Zeal to pleaſe God, 
which made them leſs curious to pleaſe the Humours and 
Paſſions of Men ; whereas tfince the Church contracted an 
alliance with Earthly Powers, the Door of the Church 
has not been well guarded ; Men have been admitted, 
whoſe Faith was not ſound, nor their Hearts pure ; 
unwarrantable Encroachments have been ſuffered and 
connived at, and its Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline 
have been too much modelled to ſerve the Humour and 
Intereſt of States, which is an unworthy perverting 
and abuſing them, and which is the reaſon why the 
Unity of the Church is ſo much broken : The Church is 
one, one Rule, one Doctrine ts for all, all ſhould have 
the ſame Mind, the ſame Spirit, and ſpeak the ſame 
T kings, becauſe they are all Diſciples of one and the 
ſame Maſter, have one Calling, and ought to carry on 
the ſame Deſign; but now the ſeveral Churches ſpeak 
different Things, becauſe they ſpeak and att each of 
them according to the different Intereſts of the ſeveral 
States with which they are embarqued. This, and ſome 
other Abuſes which are deeply rooted both in Romiſh 
and Reformed Churches, in Humane appearance, will not 
be refified without a Perſecution. Perſecutions are as 
good, and ſometimes as neceſlary to the Church, as 
Afﬀfiictions to private Perſons : neither of them are ſigns 
of Hatred, nor inconſiſtent with Love ; but both are 
teſtimonies of the Divine AﬀeCction, and both are atten- 
ded with divers Advantages, as could be ſhewed by many 
Inſtances : 'As many as I love, I rebuke and chaſten, The 
Condition of the Church, in this World, is Militant, 
hereafter it ſhall be Triumphant ; now it is in its ſtate of 
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Humiliation, but hereafter it ſhall be exalted to Glory, 
Dignity and Power, when all the Kingdoms and States 


of the V Vorld ſhall be utterly diſſolved. 


As to the Third and laſt Head of this ObjeCtion, 
namely Schiſms and Hereſies; they are indeed in them- 


' ſelves damnable and pernicious things, and they do occa- 


ſion the fall and ſtumbling of many ; therefore, Woe be to 
him by whom they come : Yet, There muſt be alſo diviſions and 
bereſi:s among you, that they which are approved, may be maae 
manifeſt among you. God wiſely permitteth them, and his 
VViſdom draweth a great deal of good ont of them : As 
we obſerved before of Sin, ſo God cauſeth Errors, falſe 
Doftrine, and unreaſonable and unlawful Diviſions, 
conduce to the great Advantage of the Church, and alſo 
of private Perſons, even of all who humbly wait upon 
him, and commit themſelves to his condudt. Hereſtes 
and Schiſms are a Teſt for Proving and Trying Men ; 
hereby it appears whether their Faith be firm, their 
AﬀeCtion to the Truth ſtedfaſt and fixed, or if they have 


'unſetled Minds, and wavering Reſolutions ; hereby is 


known the Motive upon which Men embrace the Faith, 
whether the Authority of God or Men bears the greateſt 
weight, whether Truth it ſelf, or Names, or Popular 
Applauſe, are moſt regarded : This manifeſts who are 


- rooted and built up in God, whore ſtabliſhed in Faith 


and Love, and who are the unſtable and unlearned, who 
wreſt things to their own deſtruttion , and who are as 
Clouds without VVater, carried about with every puff 
of VVind : In a word, this diftinguiſheth betwixt the 
Precious and Vile, the VVheat and Chafft, and ſheweth 
what Spirit and Principles Men are of, which maketh 
for the Glory of God, the Honour and Comfort of them 
who endure the Tryal, and which is neceſſary to the 
Manifeſtation of God's Righteous Judgment in the Life 
to come, God knowerh them that are his ;' he under- 
ſtandeth the frame and temper of all Men's Hearts, and 
is to judge them according to this, as well as their ont- 
ward Deeds ; nay, rather according to that than theſe, 

O 3 becauic 
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becauſe our Deeds and Actions are not good z but when. 


they proceed from a Heart that is right and honeſt, and 
Principles that are juſt and true : therefore, that God may 
be juſtified when he ſpeaketh, and clear when he judgeth, and 
that it may appear he is no reſpetter of perſons, he ordereth 
theſe Occaſions of Tryal and Diſcrimination , which 
make Men known to themſelves, and to all thoſe before 
whom they are to be: judged. And becauſe the Acknow- 
lIedgment” of God's Authority and Veracity is not only 
cſ]ential to a Righteons Man, bnt the firſt and great 
Principle of Righteouſneſs it ſelf ; therefore, to make 
the greater tryal of ovr Obedience, for a greater Proof 
of our Sincerity, our Truſt in him, and Dependance 
pon him, he both ſometimes declares his Will by un- 
ſufficient Inſtruments, - by Perſons very obnoxious ; and 
alſo he ſuffereth what he has commanded and revealed, 
to be contradifted and gain-ſay*d by Men of Name and 
Reputation, who make a Noiſe and Figure in the World, 
by their Power and Authority, their Learning and Wiſ- 
dom, and by ſome pretended SanQtity, and outward 
Forms of Goalineſs : Satan, the great Deceiver, is ſome- 
times allowed to transform himſelf into an Angel of Light, 
This is a great Tryal, but it may be endured ; it is a 


ſtrong Temptation, but it may be reſiſted : For God is. 


to be blieved rather than Man, nay, above Angels ; his 
Anthority is of more weight than all in Heaven, Earth, 
or Rell; He cannot deceive us, others may. And his 
Will is obvious; he ſpeaketh plainly, that we may per- 
ceive it - if we liſten and conſider, if we do all the known 
will of God, we ſhall- underſtand whether. the Dofrine be 
of Gead, ard what it is that he faith to us. But the 
words cf Deceivers are cunning and ſubtle, they ſpeak 
hard and amuling things, that they may the more eaſily 
draw away the Simple and Inconſiderate : If there ariſe 
among you a prophet, or a areamer of dreams, and giveth 
thee a ſign or a wonder ;, and the ſion or the wonder *come to 
prſs whereof? he ſpaks to thee, ſaying, Let us go after other 
Gos ( which thou baft not known) and let us ſerve ow : 

17204 


o ara 
nk ” - » v« > ff E 
—_ pane ATT 5 Doo oo ae os . Fr WE TS ATT 5-2 WS Ee IN 
CE On ant nit a _d bing, Sn Te AS T MV6-t CES. Wy 
fo. i Ss, * > &F * 


"*.-, pr 


UMI 


and their Objefions anſwer'd. 199 


thou ſhalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, nor of 
that dreamer of dreams ;, for the Lord your God proveth you, 
to know whether you love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your ſoul. And as no Wonder ſhould be 
believed, in contradiction to God, his Nature, his ex- 
preſs Will, his plain- Aſſertions ; ſo neither Learning, 
nor Wiſdom, nor Humane or Angelical Authori- 
ties: | 

Again, As Hereſies and Schiſms do thus ſerve to try the 
Temper and Sincerity of Men's Minds ; ſo they are of uſe 
to oblige us to ſearch out the Truth, and to exerciſe 
our Judgments, that by trying and examining thoſe 
things which differ, they may be capable to approve rhe 
things which are excellent. God permitteth Schiſms and 
Hereſies to ariſe in his Church, as he did preſerve a 
Remnant of the Heathen Nations in Cazaar ; not only 
to prove and puniſh his own People as there was occaſion, 
but to exerciſe them to War, that they might be ſtrong, 


\ and valorous, and ative, and wiſe. A People who 


have been long without War, uſually degenerate, 
they turn ſoft and effeminate ; and where there has 
been no Spiritual War, no occ2fion of debating Hereſics 
and Schiſms, People generally are ignorant of the Truth, 
and dull to receive it. As the Strength and Vigour of 
our Bodies are encreaſed by Labour and Exerciſe, ſo our 
Underſtandings and Judgments are perfe&ted the ſame 
way ; by frequent Study, and continued Application, 
they become able to judge, quick to diſcern, and Ca- 
pable both to penetrate into Difficulties, and alſo to re- 
ſolve them. And as by this means our Minds are ren- 
dred more capable of Divine Truths, ſo we are engaged 
to ſearch and find them out, whica otherwiſe, perhaps, 


' would not have been known; even as War, and the 


Difficulties which it puts People” to, have been the 
occaſion of many uſeful Inventions, and have diſcovered 
what admirable things Wit, Reaſon and. Induftry can 
do, which the Authors thetnſelves had notdream'd of, 
if theſe Circumſtances had not ſet them on. Many Im- 
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portant Truths had been loſt , Common Truths neither 
duely valued, nor well underſtood, nor the Reaſons of 
them ſufficiently known , if the Ignorance of ſome, the 
vain Pride and alfeAed Singularity of others, the Co- 
vetouſneſs and Ambition of a third ſort, had not op- 
poſed and contradicted them. I could give ſeveral In- 
ſtances, but I will not anticipate what is more proper 
for the following Part ;, only I may freely ſay, without 
declaring a Byaſle for either Side, That whatever Incon- 
ventences have happened to Civil States, by that Separa- 
tion from the Church of Rome about Two hundred Years 
ago, it hath been of very great Advantage to Truth, 
which in many Particulars has been more enquired into, 
and better clcarcd fince, than *'twas for many hundreds 
of Years before, What Learned Diſcoveries of Anti- 
quity, what Judicious Commentaries upon the Scrip- 
ture, and how many Accurate Treatiſes upon particular 
Subjefts hath this Separation occaſioned, and produced 
from both Sides? When there is no Debate, no Con- 
tradition, no manner of Oppoſition, then People never 
. enquire into the Grounds and Reaſons of Things, they 
cannot anſwer any one who a keth them a Reaſon for the 


hope that ts in them ;, but lazily and implicitly receive 


what is {aid to them, which gives not Truths their full 
force and influence, as when the nature, and certainty, 
and importance of them are fully known, and ſeriouſly 
conſidered. A Child may be taught Truths, and believe 
them upon his Fathers Authority ; but he who has no 
other Evidence for what he believes, cannot have that 
value for them, nor is it to be expetted that he will 
run ſuch a hazard in the defence of them, as one who 
wiſely underſtandeth and perfe@tly knoweth the Faith 
and Principles which he profeſleth. 

But though theſe Advantages may be drawn from 
Hereſies and Schiſms, and that God doth wiſely permit 
them for theſe good Ends; yet the caſe is alter?d, when 
they 'encreaſe, ſpread, abound, and draw off Multi- 
*fudes'; When theſe Tares multiply beyond the good 
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Wheat ; when they are ſuffered to cover the Ground, 
that the good Seed can neither grow up nor appear z 
then they are ſent and inflifted, neither for a Tryal, 
nor for . our Profit, ' but for a Puniſhment, and then 
they are certain Indications of God?s heavy Diſpleaſure, 
and of his having ſold that Nation, or People where this 
happens, to utter Deſtruction, without Mercy. Spi- 
ritual Judgments are ſorer than Temporal ; theſe only 
ſtrike at the Body, and the Things of this preſent Life ; 
but the other ſtrike at the Son], and are deſigned to de- 
prive us of the Life to come. Temporal Calamities may 
proceed from Love ; but the giving up to Spiritual Blind- 
neſs, to Error, and damnable Hereſies, ſhews a total 
Averſion, an irreconcilable Hatred, and a fixed Reſolu- 
tion not to ſave, or to do any aft of Kindneſs ; becaufe 
theſe things render a Man altogether uncapable of the 
Divine Favour, and obnoxious to his Wrath, both in 
this World, and in the next : Go and make the heart of 
this people fat, and their ears heavy, and ſhut their eyes , leſt 
they ſee with their eyes, hear with their ears, underſtand with 
their bearts, and convert and be healed. A Remnant of the 
Seven Nations were left amongſt the Jews, 70 be thorns in 
their ſide, to awaken them to their Duty, and to oblige 
them to take heed to themſelves: but when God was 
highly provoked, he ſuffered that Remnant to uſurp the 
Dominion, and to put a Yoke of Bondage upon the Necks 
of Iſrael. Some Rats and Mice in the Houſe, ſome Lo- 
cuſts and Caterpillars in the Field, and a few Wolves and 
Foxes in the Woods and Foreſts, are wiſely appointed 
by Providence to exerciſe Man's Patience, and to ſtir him 
up to Care and Vigilance ; but when they are exceedings 
ly numerous, when they fill all places, and cannot be 
driven or frayed away, then it is certain that God intends 
to deſtroy the Land entirely, he has purpoſed to plague 
the Land, and to take away all the Beauty and Glory of 
It : even ſo God has condemned that Nation or People 
to his ſevereſt Judgments ; his Wrath is kindled againſt 
them, and will burn till it has conſumed them, _— 
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the Serpentine Brood of Error is multiplied, where 
Falſe Prophets are numerous and ſucceſsful, and where 
danmavle and falſe Dottrines are generally and univerſally : 
Becauſe that when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful, but became vain in their imapi. 
nations, and their fooliſh heart was aarkened ; therefore God 
gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things which 
are n0t convenient : Alſo, Becauſe they received not the love 
of truth, that they mignt be ſaved, Even, for this cauſe 
God ſhall ſend them ſirong deluſion, that they ſhould believe 
a lye, that they all migyt be danned who believed not the 
truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. 

[ have now gone through the chiefeſt ObjeAtions which 
I either did hear, or apprehended would be made againſt 
Providence : I hope the Anſwers [ have given ſhall be ac- 
knowledged clear and farisfying, and they may ſerve 
alſo to clear other Difficulties which have not been par- 
ticularly mentioned. 


17. And now when all has been examined which can 
be ſaid againſt Providence, how evident doth it appear ? 
The ſtrongeſt and moſt ſtudied Objettion is fo far from 
renveriing a Providence, or from ſhaking the Belief of 
it, that. it rather confirms them. How unreaſonable 
are Men's Prcjudices againſt this moſt important Truth ? 
What they cavil at, are Inſtances of ths greateſt Wiſ- 
dom, Power and Goodneſs, Theie Abſurdities which 
they condemn in Providence, are wiſe Contrivances to 
perſuade us of the Divine Preſence, to guide our Reaſon 
beyond our Senſes, and to carry our Thoughts and Care 
further than the preſent Life. 

There can be no Excuſe for the Disbelief of a Provi- 
dence, tor there is no want of Evidence; and if it doth 
Dot efieCtuaily convince, it is becauſe Men do not ſeriouſly 
conſider. The Sun may ſhine bright enough ; but Men 
may ſhut their Eyes upon its Light,' and then whoſe 
fault is it that they cannot ſee! The Inconſiſtencies 
which they object, are but ſo many Inſtances of their 
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own Ignorance and Pride, which are the two great Sup- 
ports of Atheiſm and Deiſm, and which always, when 
joined together, carry to great Inſolency : But Wiſdom is 
juſtified by her children. 


18. But though I have fully ſhewed how the Mouths 
of all the Enemies of God and Providence may be ſtopr, 
yet I am far from pretending that all the Difficulties of 
Providence may be reſolved, or all its Myſteries ex- 
plained : This is a Work above the reach of either Angels 
or Men,and it is the higheſt Inſolency to attempt it. For, 

1ſt. Providence, like the Eſſence, Nature, and all the 
Attributes of God, is Infinite, and conſequently Incom- 
prehenſible by Underſtandings that are finite. As a Man 
underſtandeth more than a Child ; ſo the more perfect 
any one is, he is the more capable of greateſt Degrees of 
Knowledge : but the moſt perfeCt created Being is not 
capable to graſn an Infinite, We may with as much 
modeſty pretend that our Sight is capable of being co- 
extended with the Univerſe, that our Eyes may ſee be- 
yond the Clouds, rhat they may penetrate into the Heart 
of the Earth, and into the Depth of the Sea, and allthis 
ar once, as that our Minds may reach and comprehend 
all the AQts and Tranſactions of Providence. A Child 
of two or three Years old is fitter to judge of the Ways 
and Actions of a wiſe, cunning Man ; and a meer Coun- 
trey Clown, who never knew any thing except to draw 
Fodder for the Oxen, is better qualified to explain the 
Myſteries of State and Government, than the Wiſeſt 
Man upon Earth to find out all the Works of God, which 
are infinitely above our Capacity : Touching the Almighty, 
we cannot find him out ;, he is excellent in power, and in judg- 
ment, and in plenty of juſtice : He doth things paſt finding out, 
yea, and wonders without number ;, he doth great things which 
we cannot comprehend, Bur, 

24aly. God purpoſely hideth many of his Ways and 
Works both from Angels and Men ; and then how is it 
poſitble to diſcover them 2 When he cloatheth himſelf 
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with Light, we cannot behold his Splendour : and when 
he covereth himſelf wich Darkneſs, how can we ſee him ? 
When he ſhutteth up his Counſel, who can declare it ? 
Behold, I go forward, but he is not there ; aud backward, but 
1 cammot perceive him : on the left-hand where he doth work, 
but I cannot behold him ;, he hideth himſelf on the right-hand, 
that I cannot ſee him. It is the glory of God ( ſaith Solomon) 
ro conceal athing, And what he hath purpoſed ſhould be 
a Secret, will never take air : For what man knoweth the 
things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of man which is in him ? 
even ſo the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
God: For who hath direfted the Spirit of the Lord ? or, be- 
ing his counſellor, hath taught him ? with whom took he coun- 
fel, and who inſtrutted him, and taught him in the path of 
judgment, and taught him knowledge, and ſhewed to him the 
way of underſtanding * Some things God hath made 
plain ; other things he makes intelligible to a modeſt and 
humble Enquirer : but there be ſome things which he 
reſerves to himſelf, which cannot be communicated, 


andwhich to enquire after is the higheſt Preſumption : . 
Secret, things belong unto God : Revealed things, to us and . 


our children. The Myſteries of the Goſpel were kept hid 
from the beginning of the World, and ſome things are 
ſtill kept ſecret : Of that day and of that hour knoweth no 
man, n0,,0t the angels in heaven, When I applied my heart to 
know wiſdom,and to ſee the buſmeſs that is done upon the earth ; 
then I btheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out 
the-work, that 15 done under the ſun ;, becauſe, though a man 
labour to ſeek it out, yet he ſhall not find it ; yea, further, 
though a wiſe man think to know it, yet ſhall he not be ble 
find it, Eccleſ. 8. 16. 

.3aly, Many AQts of Providence are difficult, yea, un- 
intelligible ; becauſe they are ſtrangely interwoven toge- 
ther, and becauſe they have a relation to ſomething 
which doth not yet appear. Something done ſome 
hundred” years ago, might be the cauſe and occaſion of 
what is done now ; and ſome of the preſent Tranſattions 
may be deſigned with a proſpeCt to ſomething that is 
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not to: fall out ſome hundred years hence. What is a 
doing here, may be in order to ſome Deſign in ſome 
other very diſtant part of the World. And what is con- 


' nefted together, muſt be explained together ; one part 


cannot be explained without another, nor any part fully 
underſtood without the whole Contrivance.. One of 
common Senſe, nay, a very Child, may at the firſt per- 
ceive any Wheel, or any part of a Watch, to be the 
work of Art z; but the Mechaniſm of that Wheel or Part, 
the Reaſons of its Quantity, Figure, Motion, and o- 
ther Particularities, cannot be demonſtrated, without 
conſidering all-the other Parts and Wheels, their Mo- 
tion, and the general Contrivance of the Watch it 
ſelf. So, take any part of the beſt ſhap'd Statue which 
the moſt skilful Artiſt ever wrought ; I ſay, take this 
by it ſelf, and it is impoſſible to make one ſenſible of the 
juſt and exact proportion of it : This can only be done, by 
comparing it with the reſt, and by ſhewing the Uſe and 
Deſign of it, and the Place where it was to be ſet up. 
So we are told of two Statuaries, who were appointed 
by the City where they lived, to ſhew their Skill upon 
the Image of the God or Goddeſs which was worſhipped 
there; each of them produced his Piece when finiſhed, 
one of them ſeemed very beautiful and curious, and the 
other look?*d ſo rough and ill-favour'd, that the SpeCta- 
tors condemned the Author, as deſigning to affront their 


Deity : But he, to juſtifie himſelf, deſired to know where 


they were to place them 2: Which being ſhewed, he ſet 
them both up there, and then they had contrary ap- 
pearances ; for what before ſeemed beautifu], ſhewed 
no Art at all ; and what was judged courſe and deformed, 
was found ſo well proportion'd, that nothing could be 
more handſom or pleaſing' to the Eye. Many things 
muſt be conſider?d, before we can judge rightly of ſome 
one thing. And becauſe it is impoſlible for any Man to 
know all things, to have a comprehenſive knowledge of 
things paſt, preſent, and to come ; therefore no Man, 
at leaſt in this World, can know or underſtand all the 

Acts 
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AQts of Divine Providence, nor is any Man able to un- 
riddle them. And from this we may ſee whence pro. 


ceeds Men's Miſtakes, and unreaſonable Prejudices againſt 


Providence, even from a partial Confideration of it ; 


They view ſeparately what ſhould be conſidered in con-, 
junction with other things, and do not reflect ſeriouſly - 


upon all Circumſtances. The beſt Tapeſtry that ever 
came from the Goblins, will neither ſhew Art nor Beauty, 
if it be torn to pieces, or if the back-ſide be only looked 
upon : God hath made every thing beautiful in its time ; alſo 
he hath ſet the world in their heart, ſo that no man can find 
out the work which God maketh from the beginning to the end, 
In the day of proſperity be joyful, but in the day of adverſiy 
conſider : God alſo hath ſet the one againſt the other, to the 
end that man ſhould find nothing after him. If we could ſee 
the Beginning and End of Things, if we could diſcern all 
their Relations, we ſhould then: perceive thoſe As of 
Providence which now offend us, to be worthy of the 
higheſt Admiration and Praiſe, 

For theſe Reaſons, upon the account of the Infinity 
of the Subject, the deſigned Secrecy, and the Intricacy 
of the Chain of Things, becauſe of their wonderful in- 
termixture, and the ſtrange connexion betwixt things 
at remote diſtances both of time and place, vpon one 
or other of theſe accounts, we cannot hope to under- 
ſtand perfeAly and: clearly all the As of Divine Provi- 
dence : But many things relating both to Private Per- 
{ons, and Publick States, to the Heathen and Chriſtian 


World,; muſt be entertained with a fGlent Admiration: - 


O the depth of the riches both af , the wiſdom and knowledge of 
Goa ! how unjearchable. are his judgments, and his: ways paſt 
funding, out ! Who: is ſufficient for theſe things ? Who dare 
dive into theſe Depths, and offer. to fetch from thence 
the Secrets'which Gad has ſealed up? What Under- 
ſtanding can penetrate into the: Counſel of God.? and 
what is that Worms ar, that he ſhould preſume to 
Judge the Aftions of the Moſt - High, and take- upon 
him either to find faultwith, or to rectifie them?! 2 
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Weakneſs dictate to Omnipotence ? Can Ignorance 
adviſe Infinite Wiſdom ? Is he who is but of Yeſterday, 


- without Knowledge and Experience, is he fit to direct 


Him whoſe years cannot be numbred? Oh, what Immo- 
deſty.! what Pride, Arrogance, and unſufferable Inſo- 
lency 1s it, for Man to Cenſure the Acts of Providence, 
which are as far above his Capacity, as Heaven is above 
Earth !. Gird up thy loins now like a man, I will demand of 
thee, and declare thou unto me. Wilt thou alſo diſannul my 
Judgment ?- wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayeſt be righ= 
reous * Haſt thou an arm lik: God ? or canſt thou thunder 
with a_woice like him ? The thoughts of mortal men are but 


miſerable, and our devices are but uncertain : hardly do we 


gueſs aright at things that are upon earth, and with labour do 
we find:the things that are before us ;, but the things that are 
in heaven, who hath ſearched out ? 


Essavy VL. 


A general View of Faith ins God and Providence ; 
how neceſſary to the being Fuſt and Righteoms, 
aud what it is to live by it. 


1 ith in God, is a'firm Belief and thorough Per- 
'-&:; ; ſuaſion of: the Exiſtence of One moſt Perfect 

Being;:, who has allPower, all Wiſdom, and all Good- 
neſs 3z:who'is Juſt, Holy, Supreme- over all, and Inde- 
pendent on any ; whois Eternal, that is, who never 
had a B:ginning, neither ſhall ever haye.an End ; who 
elways:'was what he 1s, neither is liable to decay; 'who 
is: Infinite, that is, his Nature, -Eſſence;;, Attributes: and 
; PerfeRtions, - do - not only - exceed our: comprehenſion, 
4nd! cannot be bounded by us, but allo, that they are in 
themſclves illimitable; and impoſſible to -be a : 
or 


208 Faith in God and Providence, 
for Infinite is more than Indefinite, and doth imply, not 
an unknown or undetermined Perfeftion, but the higheſt 


and moſt ſuperlative Plenitude of PerfeQ&tion, beyond 


which there neither are nor can be any degrees : fina]- 
ly, that this Being, is the Author and true Cauſe of all 
other things which are or have been, and nothing can 
be without him. The /dea of God comprehends: all 
this; and Faith in God, is ( as I have faid) a Belief 
and Perſuaſion that there is a Being to whom this Idea 
agrees, and of whom this is a true Deſcription. : 


. 2. Faith in Providence, is a full Convittion, that 
God, or this Being now deſcribed, is preſent every 
where, knows every thing, and foreſces all that ſhall 
be ; that he preſerves all things in being, appointeth 
the time of their exiſtence, and aſſigneth to every thing 
a proper place ; that he ſuperintendeth all Natural and 
Inanimate Things, and all Creatures brutiſh and void 
of underſtanding, and direfteth their Motions, deter- 
mines their Operations and Influences, and ſuſpends 
them at his pleaſur®; that he beholdeth, as Judge and 
Governor, all Intelligent Beings, that he knoweth their 
inward Sentiments, Inclinations, Reſolutions, and that 
though they be free, yet he both foreſeeth what they 
will do, and alſo manageth both their Inclinations and 
Actions ſo as to ſerve the wiſe Purpoſes of his Counſel; 
that he direCteth to all the Good, and permitteth all 
the Evil which they do, and is the Author of all the 
Happineſs and Miſery, of all the Bleſſings and Afliftions 
which befall either private Perſons, or Nations and 
Kingdoms ; that he loveth and rewardeth good and 
vertuous Perſons, and puniſheth wicked ones : In a 
word, that there is no ſuch thing as Chance, but that 
God ordaineth the moſt minute thing which falleth- out, 
that he hath all in Heaven and Earth at his diſpoſal, 
that he doth in both what he pleaſes, and maketh all 
Creatures and- all their Aftions ſerve his Ends, which, 
whether they be known or ſecret, cannot but be vide, 

an 


edt. ARES OR. ca Az. SP mri . fs Js Pang pap Y of ”} ww ( A ©* ctww twvijQy ww mu SS guÞ 


UMI 


neceſſary to the being Juſt, &c. 209 


and Juſt, and Good, and Holy ; that is, every way 
worthy of God, who knoweth certainly what is beſt, 
and is not, neither can be, under any neceſſity of doing 
any thing contrary to his Nature, or unbecoming his 
Majeſty. 


3- Nothing is either more certain or more evident; 
than Faith in God, 2nd in ſuch a Providence as is juſt now 
declared ; I mean, there is all reaſon to receive Both ; 
and that. Both are clear, neceſſary and certain Conſe- 
quences and DeduCtions from what any of common Senſe 
and Judgment may obſerve, if he wil] but open his eyes; 
and be at the pains to conſider what is before him, and 
what ſurrounds him on every ſide; Every thing we ſeez 
every thing we hear, every thing we feel, doth call upon 
us to believe in God and a Providence, and we walk 
daily in the midſt of Evidences of Both. The Exiſtence 
of God is demonſtrable all the ways by which any thing 
is or can be demonſtrated : There is no Repugnancy or 
Contradicion in the Nature of the Thing ; if it be des 
nied, many ContradiCtions and ſenſleſs Abſurdities muſt 
be granted ; and it is declared by the Frame of our Bo- 
dies and the Nature of our Souls, by our Outward Senſes 


and Internal Faculties, by every part of the World con- 


ſidered ſeparately, and by the compoſition of all toges 
ther ; for all and every one of theſe are and muſt be the 
Effects of an Almighty Wiſdom, or an Omniſcient Power 
and Goodneſs, that is, of God, as was particularly 

ſhewed in the Firſt Part of our Enquiry. | 
And that there is both an Univerſal and Particular 
Providence, that God hath not withdrawn himfelf, but 
is ſtil] prefent to preſerve the World, to rule it, and 
to govern and manage all things aright, is moſt evident 
from the Nature of God himſelf, and from the Nature 
of all Creatures, as well as the Conſtitution and Har- 
mony of the World, which could not ſubſiſt without the 
particular Concurrence and Syperintendency of God, the 
Wile and Almighty Author of them. This further aþp- 
P pears 
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pears to a Demonſtration, from the Arbitrary Effe&ts in 
the Material World, whether common and ordinary, as 
the Determination of Winds, Rain, the Alterations of 
the Weather, and ſuch like, or extraordinary and un- 
uſual, as Prodigies, Signs and Apparitions in the Air, 
and other ſtrange and preternatural Things which rare. 
ly fall out, and which can only be aſcribed to the Arbi- 
trary Will of a Supreme Being. This is demonſtrable 
by manifold Inſtances in the IntelleAtual World, by the 
wiſe adaptation of this World to Man's Nature and Ca- 
pacity, and the making Labour and Induſtry neceſſary 
co the obtaining the Necellaries and Comforts of Life ; 
by giving and continuing to Man an Authority over all 
other Animals, without which, neither he could have 
been ſecure, nor they ſerviceable; by proportioning the 
number of both Sexes, without which, Mankind had 
failed, and our Condition had been very inconvenient ; 
by adjuſting Deaths and Births, ſo that neither the Race 
of Mankind wears out by the one, nor is the World over- 
ſtock?d or too haſtily peopled by the other z by giving to 
each Sex, and to every individual Perſon, particular and 
peculiar Marks of Diſtinction, without. which, great 
Diſorders and Confuſion would follow ; by the wonder- 
ful diverſity of Geniuss, the ſtrange variety of Spirits 
and Diſpolitions, which are arbitrarily diffuſed both as 
to Time and Place, and without which, the various and 
different Employ ments, ſo neceſſary to the common Good 
of the World, could neither be undertaken nor per- 
form?®d ; by ſending now and then a projecting Genius, 
a Spirit ſet npon Defigns to oblige others to exert their 
Capacities ; by ſuggeſting uſeful Inventions,at unexpefted 
Times, by improper Perſons ; by keeping up the due 
Value of Money, which is the Life and Sinews of 
Trade, and Commerce ; by eſtabliſhing Government , 
without which there could have been no Peace, and for 
that end, inſtituting Marriage, and keeping up the uſe 
of it, contrary to Men's private Inclinations ; by incor- 
porating Mankind into diſtinft Nations and Kingdoms, 
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and ſecuring that neceſlary Diviſion, by the Confuſion 
of Languages, and the Inſpiring the generality with a 
particular AﬀeCtion to their own Nation and People ; by 
fenceing the Authority of Kings and Rulers from therude 
and inſolent Attempts of the People , without which, 
Government could not fubſiſt, but fall to the ground ; 
by deteCting of ſecret Crimes, without which, Humane 
Laws were ineftetua], and meer Cobwebs for ſecuring 
Juſtice or Property, or preſerving our Life from the De- 
figns of Malice and Revenge : Providence is demon- 
ſtrable by theſe and a thouſand Inſtances more, which 
would fill Volumes, if they were particularly enlar- 
ged on. 

It is moreover Confirmed by the Accuſations of its 
Adverſaries, and by all that ſtudied Wit and Spite can 
obje& againſt it : For it is. evident, that an Univerſal 
and Particular Providence is neither above the Capacity 
of God, nor inconfiſtent with his Happineſs, nor un- 
becoming his Dignity, nor deſtructive of Humane Li- 
berty. It is evident, that the World is not governed by 
Humane Prudence ; that what is called Charce, is the 
Contrivance of Divine Wiſdom ; that the unequal Di- 
ſtribution of Wealth, the many Miſeries of Mankind, 
the permiſſion of Sin, the Aflictions of the Juſt, and the 
Proſperity of the Wicked, the procedure of Publick 
Calamities, the removal of wiſe Kings, the ſetting up 
fooliſh ones and Tyrants, the appointing unjuſt Judges, 
the concealing Events, and the Methods of Proceeding 
with the Church ; I ſay, it is evident, that all theſe are 
wiſely contrived, and admirably deſigned by God, for 
excellent Ends and Purpoſes, for ſetting forth the Glory 
of his Name, the Manifeſtation of his wonderful Nature 
and Attributes, and for the greater Good and Advantage 
to Mankind : To prove all which, has been the Deſign 
of This Second Part ; and I hope the Performance doth 
anſwer the Deſign, and will ſatisfie. 
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4. Many more things might be added, but more 
reaſonable Satisfation cannot be demanded ; he who is 
not convinced by theſe, is reſolved to be obſtinate, and 
not to be convinced by any Teſtimonies. In the judg- 
ment of all Mankind, Two or Three unexceptionable 
Witneſſes have been thought ſufficient to confirm a thing ; 
nay, where poſitive Proofs have been wanting, the con- 
currence of ſome ſtrong Preſumptions has reaſonably de- 
termined the Cauſe which was enquired into. Now, 
there are both certain Demonſtrations for the Exiſtence 
of God and Providence , and alſo abundance of Cumula- 
zive Proofs, which though ſingly they do not demon- 
ſtrate, yet taken together, they amount to a Demonſtra- 
tion, and ought to be received as a certain undoubted 
Evidence. There is none who doubts the Truth and 
Certainty of a God and Providence, but who at the 
ſame time 1s tenacious of Opinions, which have not the 
thouſandth part of the Evidence of theſe : wherefore no- 
thing can be more unreaſonable, or more unjuſt, than 
the disbelief of theſe important Things. He who doth 
not own Them, neither is inwardly perſuaded of Them, 
muſt be either ſtrangely blockiſh and ſtupid, or moſt 
perverſly wicked ; either he cannot, and is altogether 
incapable of uſing his Reaſon, and ſo has no more right 
to Humane Nature, but what his outward ſhape gives 
him, which is the leaſt and moſt inconſiderable Property 
of a Man ; or he has abandoned his Reaſon, and given 
himſelf over toa Reprobate Mind, that he may ſay and 
do what contraditts the common Senſe and Intereſt of 
Mankind : This Man reſiſts the Truth, becauſe he hates 
it; heis not convinced, becauſe he hath wilfully ſhut his 
Eyes, and ſtopt his Eats, and hardened his Heart, and 
feared both his Outward Senſes and Inward Faculties, 
that nothing may affect them, or leave an impreſſion 
upon them ; which is the very Root and Principle of 
Wickedneſs, and which diſpoſeth one to the moſt bar- 
barous and moſt wicked Aft to which there can be 
either occaſion or temptation. Nothing is ſtrong enough 
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to tie him who has ſhaken himſelf looſe from the Obliga- 
tions of a God and Providence. Atheiſts, in the end of 
the Conſequence, ſhall become Cambals, ( ſaith the Author 
of the late Letter to the Deiſts, which was written out of 
tenderneſs to the honour of that very Venerable and 
New-faſhionable Society, who claim the Monopoly of 
Reaſon, but whoſe Reputation that Author was afraid 
of, if they entertained ſuch as denied a Providence, ſo 
neceſſary both to the inward Peace of one*%s Mind, and to 
the outward Security and Happineſs of the World ; } 
Methinks, ſaith he, 1 ſhould need few words to perſuade you, 
Gentlemen (who are Deiſts indeed ) to renounce the fraternity 
of thoſe who (lurking under the cover of that Name), go about 
ſecretly undermining the Welfare of all Mankind. Whatever 
Humanity may be ſhewn to their Perſons, there is no Indulgence 
aue to their Opinions. To ſmile at, and takes complacence in 
the bold ſtrokes which, in daily converſation, they give at the 
Root of all Religion, is to be atlighted with the Rune of all 
Humane Society, Let us therefore be always upon our guard, 
and in all occaſions diſcountenance and oppoſe their pernicious 
Principles : The Task, of oppoſing them 1s not difficultq .. The 
disbelief of a God and Providence, makes one a Rehel 
to Heaven, 2 Monſter in the Intelleftual World, atAt- 
front to Truth, Reaſon and Conviction, a Scandal to Hu- 
mane Nature, and an obſtinate Enemy to Mankind : In a 
word, This is the heighth of Perverſeneſs and Abſurdity, 
and; the utmoſt degree of Wickedneſs and Injuſtice, 

'F., But as it thus appears, that the Denial of a God 
and Providence, is. moſt unreaſonable and unjuſt, and 
both'a Declaration of a wicked Temper, and a Prepas; 
ratian:to all Evil ; ſo, on the contrary, Faith in-them, 
is an-Indication of a Sound Mind, and a Diſpoſition. to 
True Righteouſneſs. This Faith ſhews that ones Nature 
is not wholly depraved, nor his Faculties perverted ; 
that he has the uſe of his Reaſon, and is capable of Con- 
viction ; This both teſtifies, that the Inward Conſtitu- 
tion is at preſent right, and alſo giveth hopes of further 
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growth unto Perfeftion. Whether Righteouſneſs be 
conſidered with a reſpe&t to Right Reaſon in general, 
or in relation to God, this Faith is abſolutely neceſlary : 
For if Right Reaſon be the Standard, he cannot be rea- 
ſonably reckoned Juſt or Righteons, who oppoſeth ob- 
vious Truths, and who rejefteth the firſt and plain 
Principles of Reaſon ; this Man's Morality is not forn- 
ded upon Reaſon, but has ſome Sandy Foundation, 
which may be eaſily ſwept away : for he who doth light 
Theſe, may be brought to paſs over all other Things. 
But True Righteouſneſs is to be conſidered always with 
a regard to God, (as *twas: hinted, Eſſay 2 1. of the 
Firſt Part; it is no other than a Conformity to his 
Wil], and an Acknowledgment of his Nature and At- 
tributes ; which can never be, without Faith in his 
Exiſtence and Providence. | bs 
Righteouſneſs is as Loyalty, which doth not conſiſt 
wholly in External Acts of Complyance ; for theſe may 
be payed by them who have hoth a Diſpoſition, and alſo 
firm Reſolutions to revolt : but true Loyalty lies chiefly 
in the Belief and Perſuaſion of the King's Right -and Au- 
thority, of which Outward Obedience is the proper 'Ex- 
preſſion, and neceſſary Conſequence ; for where Tri- 
bute, Honour and SubjeCtion are refuſed, or muranufed 
at, there and then the Authority which requires-it is 
queſtion?d, that is, disbelieved or forgotten : - Even” fo 
every Sin and evil ACt ſhews a defef in or a deviation 
from Faith in God and Providence, and proceeds from 
a disbelief of them, or the not conſidering them aright : 
For that is not Evil ; it is no Sinwhich is conſiſtent with 
a-true and firm Faith in God, his Nature, Attributes 
and -Providence. Wherefore, this Faith is' both- the 
Fouridation of true Righteouſneſs, and the Security. of 
It : It unites us to the moſt Righteons God, as Loyalty 
doth Subjes to their King ; but Unbelief- ſeparates 
from God, and draweth upon one the guilt of Rebellion 
and Wickedneſs : Take heed left there be in any of you an 
toll beart of unbelief,, in departing from the living God. , 
- ZOXHs  ** 6, And 
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6. And thus it. appears how Faith in God and Pro 
vidence is neceſſary to Righteouſneſs. Men are wicked, 
becauſe they do not believe a God or a Providence: 
The tranſgreſſion of the wicked ſaith that there is no fear of 
God before his eyes : he hath ſaid in his heart, God hath 
forgotten, he hideth his face, he will never ſee it. But the 
uſt do live by Faith;, and who doth live by this Faith, 
is Juſt and Righteous ; as he is a Loyal Subject, who, on 
all occaſions, regardeth the King's Authority, and ex- 
preſſeth his ſenſe and perſuaſion of his Right and Fitneſs 
to Govern. The Loyalty of Perſons is not to be mea- 
ſured by their Uſefulneſs, or the Nature and Conſe- 
quence of their Afts, but by their adherence to the 
King's Title and Authority ; ſo our Rigteouſneſs is to 
be meaſured by the Strength, and Firmneſs, and Con- 
ſtancy of our Faith in God and his Providence. The 
more perfect our Faith, the more perfe& we our ſelves 
are, not only-as to Holineſs and Righteouſneſs ſtriltly ſo 
called, but as:to all other Excellencies which ogr Na- 
ture is capable of : for Faith acquaints us with God, and 
makes us obſervant of thoſe Manifeſtations he has been 
pleaſed to give of his Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, and 
other Attributes, which both enricheth the Mind with 
the moſt deſirable Knowledge, and alſo gives us a re- 
ſetnblance unto him : For when we with open face, behold, 
as m a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, we are changed into the 
ſame image, from glory to' glory. Imitation follows Ob- 
ſervation, and both, in proceſs of time, beget a Con- 
formity z and how can he be other than a perfett and 
good Man, who is like unto God, who' bears his Image, 
and whoſe Sentiments and Actions are agreeable and cor- 
reſponding to *the Nature -of God himſelf, and to the 
AQts and Ends of his Providence. 4 2 2 

7+ By the Exerciſe then of Faith, we become Perfett 
and Righteous, 'and can'be neither without it. I ſay, 
by the Exerciſe ;| and it muſt be a continued Exerciſe too': 
for ſingle and deſyltory Afts of Faith, db not render us 
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Righteous and Juſt, more than lucid Intervals are ſuffi- 
cient to-denominate one Wiſe, who at other times is Mad 
and Extravagant. He who never ſhews Faith in God or 
his Providence, who lives as if there were none, is ſpi- 
ritually dead, dead to God, and to all the Intents and 
Purpoſes of Righteouſneſs which can only recommend us 
to his Love and Favour, even as much as that Body is 
naturally dead, which neither breaths, nor moves, nor 
gives any ſizn of life. And he who ſends forth flaſhes of 
Faith only now and then, whoſe Faith only appears by 
ſudden fits, by motions at ſome certain times and occa» 
ſions, 1s like one in a Lethargy or Apoplexy, or ſome 
ſuch Diſtemper, where the Vital Faculties are fo ſadly 
oppreſs'd, that the Perſon cannot be ſaid-to be either 
dead or alive ; not ſo dead, as is fit to be buried ; and 
yet ſo under the power of Death, as not to be reckoned 
amongſt the Living, there being only ſome ſmall hopes, 
and a bare poſlibility of a return to Life. The Fuſt da 
live by Faith ; and none are Juſt, but they who do ſo, 
that is, none are perfectly, truly or ſincerely Righteous, 
but ſuch as live the Life of Faith, all whoſe Motions and 
Aftions are from Faith, and who do expreſs Faith as 
often as there is occaſion. Faith to the Juſt, is as Life 
and Senſe to an Animal, which is an Active Principle that 
continually accompanies it, ſpreads through all its parts, 
and that exerts it ſelf ſuitably to the Objefs which ſur- 
" round it or influence it : And as we conclude, a defeCt in 
this Principle of Life and Senſe, or ſome ſyſpenſion of it, 
when the Animal, or any Member of it, does not move, 
a*t, or appear ſenſible upon the approach of Objefts 
which are capable to influence it ; ſo that Man's Faith 
is not ſound, nor is he to be eſteemed perfeRly and tho- 
roughly Righteous, who doth not ſhew Faith when he 
ought to do it, and who at ſome times, and on ſome oc- 
caſions, a&ts and. behaves himſelf without any regard to 
God, ang his. Wiſe and Univerſal Providence. Hence 
we may {ce the impertinency of that Debate, Whether 4 
Han be Tuſtified by Faith or. Works ? and the ignorance - 
| RS | thole 
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thoſe who have contended for either ſide of the Queſtion, 
ro the prejudice and miſ-guidance of many. Subtle Heads 
may as wiſely diſpute, whether a Man is to be accounted 
Wiſe and Reaſonable by his Faculties, or his Actions ; 
which one without Learning may juſtly decide, by neither 
ſingly, but by both together. He is neither Wiſe, nor 
Reaſonable, nor Vertuous, who lets his Faculties ſleep, 
who loiters away his Time, and who doth not behave 
himſelf as the Time and Occaſion require, and ſuitably 
to his own and others Circumſtances : Nor is either the 
Wiſdom or Vertue of that Man to be admired, who 
ſtumbles upon commendable Attions by chance, without 
deſign or conſideration : He only is a Wiſe and Rea- 
ſonable Man, who conſidereth what he doth, who acts 
upon Principles of Reaſon, and who, from theſe Prin- 
ciples, doth what isjuſt, right, and proper to be done. 
We are juſtified by Faith ; but Faith worketh by Works, and 
by Works is Faith made perfec#s. We cannot obtain the 
Divine Approbation, unleſs our Faith be fruittu], and 
our Works proceed from Faith ; though neither Faith 
nor Works ſingly or apart, nor yet together, merit 
otherwiſe at the Hand God, than upon the account of 
his own Goodneſs, Mercy, and Free Promiſe : For 
He who chargeth the Angels with Folly, what Imper- 
fetions may he find in the beſt Man upon Earth ? 


8, The Accurateneſs and Propriety of Scripture Ex- 
preſſions are very obſervable, for they are very Exact, 
and' admirably adapted to Truth, and the Nature of 
Things ; which proves the Authors to be more than or. 
dinary Men, and that they had a more ſublime and com. 
prehenfive Knowledge than what either Education, or 
the uſe of their own Reaſon could: give them : for the 
Idea*s of the wiſeſt Heathens come ſhort of theirs, nor 
are their Expreſſions ſo full and emphatick. 

| It is moſt wiſely ſaid, that he 7uft do live by Faith ; for 
Faith and Righteouſneſs are as univerſal -as Life, and 
equally extended with it. They are very much miſtaken, 
| who 
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who confine Religion, or the Worſhip of God, to cer- 
tain Times and Places, and who limit it to ſome few 
particular Afts. They do not well underſtand Faith, 
who think it is only to be exerciſed in the Temple, or 
when the Scriptures are read ; for we ought to ſhew 
Faith, where-ever the Objets of Faith, viz. God and 
his Providence, arc diſcernible, and that is every where: 
In every place God maniteſts himſelf one way or other 
he ſpeaks to us always either by hisPower,or his Wiſdom, 
or his Mercy, or his Juſtice ; he is always before us, either 
as a Preſerver or Benefactor, as a Sovereign Lord, or as 
a Supreme Judge, as a Father and Friend frowning or 
ſmiling, he is continually working about us either plain 
things which we may. underſtand, or-myſterious things 
above our reach. And a Juſt Man conſidereth all this, 
and doth accordingly : He that believes, has his Eyes 
always upon the Lord ; he obſerveth all bis Motions ; 
he liſteneth to all the Calls of his Providence; ' he 
zaketh ſuitable Returns, and regulateth his Behavionr 
according, to the Nature and Circumſtances of thoſe dif- 
ferent Appearances of God, which are only diſcernible 
by the Eyes of Faith. He that believes, ſees God every 
where, and in every thing ; and it is this Sight which 
guides his Thoughts, and direQs his Aftions whether 
Natural or Civil. us 
This is the Obecatence of Faith, which is true Righ- 
teouſneſs; for he who. thus follows Faith, not only 
ſhews:a Deſire and WYllingneſs te. be Juſt; not only 
Lakes the beſt and proper Method, but alſo he actually 
ſtudies a Conformity to the only. True and Perfe&t 
Standard, even God himſelf, Theres no Juſtice, nei- 
ther can be, where Gad is not duly acknowledged ; for 
He being Firſt and Chief, therefore a Regard ought to 
be paid: to Him before all, and above- all, otherwiſe 
there is no Juſtice doneto him, nor indeed to any other; 
for his Will and Pleaſure is the Supreme Law which:muſt 
regulate all other Rules z it is by this,that their ExaCtneſs 
and Equity muſt be meaſured : ſo that to be truly Juſt, 1s 
to 
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to do the perfet# Will of God, and to ſeek out what is 
pleaſing to him ; it is, to order our Life and Conver- 
ſation ſo, as that they may anſwer the Rules and Ends 
of his Providence, which is the higheſt Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and Equity. Hence it is that 
our Righteouſneſs encreaſeth according to the meaſure 
and degrees of our Faith, and that Faith extends to the 
whole Life of Man. Faith ſanCtifies both the Natural 
and Civil Life, by conſecrating both to God and his 
Service. - They are Juſt, who live by Faith , becauſe 
they live unto God. The whole Life of Perfe&t and 
Upright Men, is a Life of Faith : The life that they now 
live in the fleſh, is by Faith in God and his Providence, 
upon which account they are held as Righteous. 


9. It cannot be expeQted that I ſhould here deſcribe 
the whole Life of Faith, or all that Righteouſneſs of 
Faith which Juſt and Good Men, and they who believe - 
a God and Providence, ought to aim at : | ſay, aim at ; 
for they-muſt not be excluded who ſincerely aim at this, 
though they have not arrived at the higheſt Perfection. 
There are Degrees and different Meaſures in this Spi- 
ritual Life, as well as the Natural : All Men have not 
the ſame Stature, nor Strength, nor Vigour,nor Aivity : 
Every Man doth not come up to the ſulneſs of the ſtature 
of a perfect man; and yet they who fall ſhort, are juſtly 
reckoned Men. . | 

My Deſign is not to give a perfe&t Syſtem of Mo- 
rality, but only to ſhew the true Foundation of it ; 
which being once ſincerely laid, any Man of Reaſon 
may know how or what to build upon it, and whether 
what is built be agreeable. When once a Man is fully 
perſuaded that there is a God and a Providence, and is 
inſtructed in the Nature of them, (as has been deſcribed 
and illuſtrated,) if he allow himſelf to think, and be 
capable to draw Conſequences, he may ſoon perceive 
what he is obliged to ; and this is certain, that he will 
had the Superſtrufture which the Scripture _—_— 
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exact and well-proportion'd to the Foundation, and all 
that it requires, as clearly reaſonable as any thing in the 
Mathematicks. Therefore we are told, that when God 
deſired Abraham to ſtudy to be a Perfe(t, Good Man; he 
gave him but this one Rule, as comprehenſive of all 
others, viz. That he would continually remember and 
conſider God and his Providence ; Walk before me, and 
be thou perfett. 

But however, I will give ſome few Inſtances, which, 
2S they are neceſlary Conſequences of Faith in God and 
Providence, ſo they are of general Uſe and Influence to 
the whole Life, and to the right framing of both the 
Inward and Outward Man. 


Io. And firſt in reference to God himſclf : Faith in 
him, obligeth us, | 
Firſt, To have Him in the higheſt Eſteem and Admi- 
ration ; becauſe He is far above all that we can con- 
ceive, and infinitely Perfect in his Nature. He neither 


can be liable to any Imperfeftion, nor can he want any - 


Perfettion or Excellence, and He is the Source or Foun- 
dation whence all the Perfeions and Excellencies of 
other things do flow. He therefore is to be eſteemed 
and admired above all things ; nay, He only ought to be 
eſteemed, neither ought any thing beſides God to be 
praiſed and magnified z at leaſt, where-ever we meet 
with any thing Good, Excellent, or Praiſe-worthy, we 
ought not to ſtop there, but ſhould immediately raiſe our 
Thoughts to God, who is the Author and Giver of All. 
The Beauty, Perfeftion, Vertue and Benefit of all Be- 
ings in Heaven or Earth are his : Take from the Beſt 
what it hath of God, and what remains will not be 
worth the conſidering : He contrived the Objets which 
pleaſe the Eye, and which delight the Ear, and which 
gratifie the Taſte, and which affe&t either the Outward 
or Inward Senſes ; and *twas He who gave us theſe Fa- 
culties which render us capable of perceiving them, and 


ſuſceptible of the Pleaſure and Satisfatian which _ 
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yield, Wherefore both Outward Objefts and our 
Senſation of them , whatever valuable thing we meet 
with, whatever affords Pleaſure to the Body, or Con- 
tentment to the Mind, ſhould be uſed as ſo many occa- 
ſions to admire, and praiſe and magnifie the Power, and 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, who has purpoſely con- 
trived all theſe things, that he may expreſs and ſhew 
forth his own PerfeC&tions. As when we behold the Art 
and Beauty, the State and Magnificence of ſome Palace, 
its rich Furniture, and coſtly Ornaments, we, uponevery 
view, and upon every inſtance, turn our Thoughts to 
the Prince or King to whom it belongs, and take occaſion 
to praiſe and admire his Greatneſs, Power and Glory. 
To ſtop at the Contemplation of Created Excellencies, 
and not to proceed to the Praiſe and Admiration of Him 
who created them, js Idolatry ; it is a robbing of God, 
and giving his Glory untoanother ; it is like the brutiſh- 
neſs of a hungry Man, who ſitteth down to a plentiful 
Table, and fatisfieth his Appetite, without a civil re- 
membrance of him whoſe Bounty provided the Meat : 
If Men be delighted with the beauty of things, let them know 
how much better the Lord of them is ;, for the firſt Author 
of Beanty created them : If they be aſtoniſhed at their Power 
and Vertue, let them underſtand by them how much mightier 
he is that made them. Heaven and Earth, and every 
thing in Nature, repreſents God infinitely Great, worthy 
of our higheſt Eſteem, and of all the Honour we are ca- 
Pable to expreſs : And when we have raiſed our Thoughts - 
to the higheſt pitch, and exerted our utmoſt Power to 
magnifie him, we ſhould even then acknowledge that we 
are much ſhort of what he deſerves. When you glorifie 
the Lord ( ſaith the Son of Sirach) exalt him as much as 
you can; for even yet will he far exceed : and when you exalt 
him, put forth all your ſtrength, and be not weary, for you 
can never go far enough. " 
Wherefore we ought not only to put away all evil 
Thoughts of God, but we ſhould never entertain thoſe 
that are mean and low : we ſhould not, asthe —_— 
10, 


222 Faith in God and Providence, 


did, charge him with Humane Paſſions and Infirmities ; 
far leſs with Levities, which wiſe and good Men will not 
be guilty of : For what is unworthy of Men, is much 
more unbecoming the Majeſty and Greatneſs of him 
who is infinitely Perfect. We ſhould not make bold 
with his Name, nor mock his Nature or Attributes, nor 
break Jeſts upon any thing he doth or hath done; for 
this is inconſiſtent with that high Eſteem which is due 
' to him, and it tendeth to lower him both in our own 
and in the apprehenſions of others, which is very pro- 
voking. We ſhould avoid and abhorr all corporeal Re- 
preſentations of God ; for the moſt glorious Image and 
Figure which can be made, has no more reſemblance 
than an Oiſter»ſhell to the Soul of Man, and is greater 
indignity than; to draw a King with a Tail, or to Crown 
a Monkey, and to ſet it up for the Picture of Majeſty : 
whence IT is that this is ſo ſeverely forbidden in Scrip- 
ture, and that the People who were guilty of it, were 
ſo often plagued with great and ſore Judgments. When 
we {peak of God, it ſhould be with moſt profound Re- 
verence ; and all our Addreſſes ſhould be performed in 
ſuch a manner as may beſt expreſs our own ſenſe of his 
Incomprehenlible Dignity and PerfeQtion, and which 
may be moſt apt to beget a due Eſteem of it 1n others ; 
that is, they ſhould be moſt Grave, and accompanied 
with all ſigns of Humility and Diſtance, When we 
come before God, eſpecially in the ſolemn Aſſemblies, 
we ſhould nor be raſh or haſty to ſpeak: clowniſh Words, 
coarſe, naſty and unſavoury Phraſes, and alſo all rheto- 
rical flouriſhes of Wit and Eloquence, are carefully to 
be avoided; for the firſt are rude and blunt, the other 
are light, frothy and immodeſt, both of them are fulſom, 
and neither of them decent, either becoming our - Di- 
ſtance, or ſuitable to God*s Dignity. Neither is a mul- 


 titude of any Words proper, becauſe it is an aſſuming ' 


too much freedom and familiarity. Let thy words (faith 

Solomon) be few ; and they ought to be grave, auguſt, 

and full of ſence ; So our outward Actions and pp 
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ought to be ſnch as either common Reaſon, or the 
Cuſtom of the Place, have agreed to be proper Signs of 
great Humility and Reverence. They who diſcard theſe 
as Superſtitious, are groſsly ignorant, and without-con- 
ſideration ; for what is reaſonable, decent, moſt agree- 


| able, yea, neceſſary, cannot be reckoned ACts of Super- 


ſtition, which is a bigottry and fondneſs for things above 
what their nature and uſe require. 

Is it not moſt reaſonable to pay Reverence where it is 
due ? and, Can it be accounted Superſtition, to ſhew 
Humility and Diſtance where the higheſt Afts of Reve- 
rence, and the greateſt Humiliation come not nigh what 
is deſerved ? Doth not the weakneſs of our Nature re- 
quire, that our Inward Eſteem be raiſed, cheriſhed and 
{ſecured by the ſolemnity of Outward As ? If Kings 
were not diſtinguiſhed by their Purple and Diadems ; if 
they were not dignified by Guards, a ſolemn Attendance, 
and Ceremonies of great Reſpect, their Authority could 
not be ſupported, the dread of them would fall, and 
People would become too bold with their Perſons. Ount- 
ward Ads of Honour and Reſpett are yet more neceſſary 
to keep up a due ſenſe of an Inviſible Being. Nor is this 
wholly founded upon the Weakneſs of our Nature, but 
upon the Reaſon of the thing ; for the very Angels and 
higheſt Seraphims do obſerve this Method in their Ap- 
proaches to the Throne of God, if we receive what the 
Scripture ſays of them. 

Secondly, We are obliged to love God with all our foul, 
with all our heart, and with our whole mind ;, that is, as 
much as our Natures are capable of. Our Love to God 
ſhould be moſt ardent, and ſtill encreaſing ;z for while it 
is ſhort of Infinite, it cannot be more than enough. We 
may exceed in our Love of other things ; but not in our 
Love to God, if we remember either what he is, or 
what he has done for us: He is infinitely Excellent, and 
he poſlleſleth all that may draw our Aﬀettions after him ; 
and any are his wonderful works which he hath done, and 
his thoughts to us-ward ;, they cannot be reckoned up in order - 

Fy 


224 Faith in God and Providence, 


if we ſhould declare and ſpeak, of them, they are more than 
can be numbred, He therefore ſhould be the chief Delight 
of our Souls; all our Inclinations ſhould run after him, 
and he ſhould inhance all our Aﬀections : yet this is not 
to be ſo underſtood, as if we ſhould ſtudy an Inſenſibi- 
lity of other things, and to be perfetly unconcerned 
about them. He who affefts this is Mad, for it is nei- 
ther deſirable not poſſible : Not poſſible, becauſe God 
has made us capable of Impreſſions from Outward Ob- 
jets ; and it is impoſlible to be ſo abſtraCted, as either 
not to feel pain when we are hurt, or not to have com- 
placency when we enjoy what is agreeable : Neither is 
it deſirable ; for God hath made the Influences of the | 
Creatures both neceſſary and uſeful, and it is by them | 
that he imparteth to our minds a ſenſe and perception 
of his own Excellencies. God is a Pure, [Inviſible Spirit, 
whom we can neither ſee, taſte nor feel immediately, 
but only by the means of the Creatures which he hath 
made, and the Works which he doth : Therefore to 
cenſure all Deſire after other things, and all manner of 
Complacency in them, is really to blame the infinite 
Wiſdom of God, and to quarrel at his wiſe Method 
and Contrivances. 
Metaphyſical Deſcriptions and DiſtinRions. of Love, 
are more nice than uſeful z they only perplex and render 
intricate, what 1s very plain and intelligible. As ever 
one knows what Seeing and Hearing are, ſo likewiſe 
what Love is, though very few are capable to explain 
the Operations of either one or the other. Every body 
feels that Love 1s a deſire after and a delight in what is 
good, worthy, neceſſary, uſeful and agreeable ; that 
theſe Qualities beget Love, and that it encreaſeth ac- 
cording to our ſenſe and apprehenfſions of them. * If one 
doth not love an Object that is amiable, and worthy of * 
love, It is becauſe he doth not know or conſider it ; and 
if one doth not love a thing ſo much as it ought to be 
loved, it is becauſe he doth not underſtand all its Ex- 
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7 Without Faith, God is neither known nor underſtood ; 
13 therefore they who do not believe, ſuffer their Afﬀections 
, to run out altogether upon the Creatures whoſe Influences 
'E they find agreeable, becauſe they know no better Object. 
i= {| But Faith ſets before us a more Amiable and Delirable Be- 
d { ingthan any which falls under our ſenſe ; a Being which ex- 
- cells all others, more than the Light of the Sun doth the 
d faint Appearance of a Glow-worm : it ſhews, that the 
- PerfeQions of all other Things are only borrowed from 
r { Him; thatalltheir Excellencies, and amiable Qualities, 
- jJ are but Rays and Beams that flow from the Infinite Ple- 
S { nitude of his Eſſence: And therefore the Souls of them 
e { who believe, cleave to God above all things ; they neither 
1 preferr any thing to him, nor will they ſuffer any thing to 
N rival it with him, becauſe they are convinced that he is 
y better than all things, that He alone is able toſatisfie the 
, Mind, and that without Him nothing is available. They 
t who live by Faith, check all inordinate Aﬀection ; their 
N Love is reaſonable ; their Love to other things is kept 
f |] - within meaſure, but their Love to God has neither mea- 
C ſure nor deprees; it is an irreſiſtible flame which cannoz 
$ be quenched, and which overcometh all Obſtacles and 


Difficulties. Faith doth not render one infenſible of the 
Goodneſs and Excellency of the Creatures, bur it ſo far 
diſengageth the Afﬀections, as to make a Separation eafie. 
nay, ſometimes, very acceptable, viz. when it is a Proof 
of Love to God. 

As Faith enflameth the Soul with a ſtrong and vehe+ 
ment Paſſion for God ; ſo this Paſſion maketh one regard 
all the Creatures, as a Woman doth the Preſents received 
from one who loves her, and whom ſhe loves ſincerely, 
which ſhe values more for his ſake than their own ; ſhe 
is ſenſible of their intrinſick worth, but ſhe accounts 
them more valuable, becauſe they came from him ; ſhe 
uſeth them, and decketh her ſelf with them, becauſe it 
rendreth her more gracious and acceptable in the Eyes of 
her Beloved ; and allio, to leaſe him, or to ierve his 
Intereſt, ſhe can, without any grudge, reſign and give 
' | Q them 
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them away. And as this Humane Love, where it is 
great and ſincere, maketh one eaſie, and ſatisfied with 
the Converſation of the Perſon beloved, though there 
be a ſeparation from other Relations, and other Cir- 
cumſtances not very agreeable ; ſo that Love which 
15 kindled by Faith, doth and ſhould give us all Satis- 
fattion and Delight, even while there is a loſs and de- 
Privation of all other things. Although the fig-tree ſhai 
not bleſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of 
the Olive ſhall fail, the fields ſhall yield no meat, the flock, ſhall 
be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd-in the ſtall ; 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, and I will joy in the God of my 
ſalvation, This 1s the height of Divine Love, whither 
we ſhould all aim , and to which, Faith in God, and his 
Infinite PerfeQions, and the ſenſe of his great Kindneſs, 
do'indiſpenſibly oblige us. | 
Thirdly, It follows, That the great Buſineſs of our 
.Life ſhonld be, to know God, and to acquaint our ſelves 
with him. This is highly worthy of our Thoughts, 
Pains and Time, being moſt Noble and Excellent in 
It ſelf, and of infinite Uſe and Advantage to us. The 


meaneſt Employment in this World, may become worthy 


of one of the Higheſt Rank, if it be undertaken at the 
Command of God, in obedience to his Will and Plea- 
fure, with reſpe& to his wiſe Inſtitution, and with a 
deſign to glorifie Him, and to ſerve the Ends of his Pro- 
vidence : But without the Conſideration of theſe things, 
the beſt and moſt honourable Calling is below the Dig- 
nity of Man ; it is inferior to the Capacity of his Soul. 
He whoſe Thoughts are entirely taken up with Earthly 
Things, who bcſtows all his Time, Labour and Study 


upon the common Affairs of this World, which even 


otherwiſe are innocent, lawful, and neceſlary, he for- 
gets the Quality of his Nature, he layeth aſide his Dig- 
Nicy, and yieldeth himſelf to a very mean Drudgery and 
Slavery, He who minds nothing but Eating and Drink- 
ing, and the ſatisfying his ſenſual Appetite, debaſeth 


himſelf into a Brute; and they are not much I 
| rom 
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from the inferior Animals, whoſe Reaſons and Under-= 
ſtandings are only exercis?d about the Contrivance and 
Purchaſing, the Ordering and Managing the Conve- 
niences and Advantages of our preſent outward ſtate; 
for Art and Induſtry, Labour and Diligence, Sagacity - 
and Fore-ſfight, Method and Order, are diſcernible a- 
monegſt the Beaſts in a very high degree. The Know- 
ledge of God can only make an eſlential difference be- 
twixt us and other Animals : This is above their Capa- 
City ; it ſets them at a vaſt diſtance from us, and it 
raiſeth us to a State and Dignity anſwerable to thelarge- 
neſs of our Deſires. Food is not more craved by the 
Body, than Knowledge is deſired by the Mind. Je is not 
good ( ſaith the Wiſe Man ) that the Soul be without Know- 
leage ;, for Knowledge is its Food and Nouriſhment, that 
by which it lives, and grows up into perfetion. But the 
moſt things which Men ſtudy are trifling and imperti- 
nent, and may be compared to thoſe kinds of Food which 
delude the Appetite, rather than feed it ; which only 
preſerve the Life from going out, but which do not much 
either ſtrengthen or comfort it : The Knowledge of 
God, his Nature, his Attributes, and Providence, is 
the only ſolid Food which can nouriſh the Soul, and raiſe 
it to its full growth and perfetion. The Conceits of 
Philoſophers, the various Cuſtoms of Countries, the 
Knowledge of Words, Numbers, Lines, Triangles and 
Circles, and all that either Hiſtory, or the ſeveral Sciences 
ſet before us, however uſeful in themſelves, are yet 
very far inferior to the Knowledge of God ; and there- 
fore theſe ought not to be ſo much plied as this. He 
who employs all his Thoughts, and ſpends all his Time, 
in the ſtudy of theſe, to the negle& of this, is like 
fooliſh Children, who prefer their Toys and Baubles to 
the greaf Concerns of Life. A Wiſe and Juſt Man be- 
ftows his Labour where it is moſt neceſlary, and prefer- 
teth Things according to their intrinfick worth ; and 
E6nſequently, the Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs of Faith 
86 t&guire us to preferr the Knowledge of God to every 

| OS thing, 


228 Faith in God and Providence, 


thing,” and to ſearch after this as for the moſt precious 
Treaſure. We ſhould ſeek this in the firſt place ; this 
ſhould be the main Buſineſs of our Life ; and when we 
ſuffer other Afﬀairs to encroach upon this, and to ſhuffle 

. it aſide, we are both injurious to our ſelves, and unjuſt 
to Him. Every thing ſhould give place to the Know- 
ledge of God ; the chiefeſt Buſineſs, the beſt Employ- 
ment, the moſt neceſlary Affairs, ovght to be laid aſide, 
rather than this negleRed ; becauſe nothing is ſo neceſ- 
ſary or ſo important asthis, it yieldeth the greateſt Satis- 
faction at preſent, it adorns our Minds with the nobleſt 
Qualities, it fills our Underſtandings with the greateſt 
Wiſdom, and it qualifies us for the higheſt Happineſs 
hereafter : The Knowledge of God, effeCtuates an Union 
with him, and maketh us Partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture: We ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he ts. 
And, for this cauſe, ſome Time ſhould be ſet apart every 
Day, and ſome Days ſhould be wholly allotted for learn- 
ing and improving our ſelves in the Knowledge of God, 
whom, being Infinite, we can never know enough. 
Upon this account, we ſhould conſider his Works ; we 
ſhould take a frequent View of Nature ; we ſhould be 
intent upon the wiſe Contrivance and admirable Adap- 
tation of all things ; we ſhould look into Hiſtory, and 
ſeriouſly obſerve the wonderful Paſſages of his Provi- 
dence, both towards private Perſons, and publick States ; 
we ſhould meditate upon his Statutes, Laws and Ordi- 
nances, which are Tranſcripts of his Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
Holineſs and Goodneſs : Theſe are the Means by which 
we may attain to ſome meaſure of the Knowledge of 
God; by theſe we may lay a good Foundation of it in 
this World ; and who layeth a Foundation of it here, - 
ſhall have it perfeCted hereafter. 

Fourthly, Faith requires us to devote our ſelves entirely 
to God, his Intereſt and Service ; for being his Work- 
manſhip and Creatures, he hath a full Right in us, and 
an abſolute Power over us: We ought to glorifie God tn our 
fouls. and yoaies, for both are his, I beſecch you therefore, 
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brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a 
living ſacrifice, boly, acceptable anto God, which is your rea- 
ſonable ſervice. And be not conformed to this world ;, but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfeft will 
of God, There is, in the 16th. of Ezekiel, a moſt ele- 
gant Compariſon of 1/rael to an expoſed Infant of vile 
abject Parents; it is purſued with ſo much true Wit, and 
ſolid Rhetorick, that there is hardly a greater Inſtance 
to be found in any Author ; for the flights are great and 
high, without any ſtretch, never beyond Truth ; it is 
applicable to any other People, and to every individual 
Perſon : and by this we may underſtand what indiſpen- 
ſible Obligations of Juſtice and Gratitude are upon us, to 
attend God, to wait upon his Service, and to ſeek his 
Glory. But there is yet a greater Obligation upon us, 
than that of an expoſed Infant towards him who brought 
it up and cheriſhed it ; for God gave us our very Being 
we had not been, if his Power had not produced us, as 
we could not have lived one moment if he had not pre- 
ſerv?d us: He form*d our Bodies, He created our Souls ; 
and therefore it is juſt and reaſonable that the Powers 
and Faculties of both ſhould be wholly employ*d ac- 
cording to his wiſe and holy Will. Faith convinceth us 
that we are not our own, but that we are the Servants 
of God, and as ſuch, ſhould honour him with all humble 
Reverence and ReſpeCt,and with all unfeigned Submiſſion 
and Obedience of both the Outward and Inward Man. 
We ſhould come at his Call, go whither he bids us, and 
do whatſoever he commands ; we ſhould love what he 
loves, hate what he hates : our Will ſhould entirely 
comply with his, and our Underſtandings ſhovld receive 
whatever he diates. And as this Subjeftion and Obe- 
dience of the Whole Man unto God, is what Juſtice 
and Gratitude -oblige us to; ſo it is our own Inte- 
reſt and Profit: We mind our Intereſt as little as our 
Duty, when we turn aſide from God, and do not ob- 
rve his Will ; for his ſervice 5s perfett freedom ;, bss yoke 
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is eaſie, his burden 3s light : His Commands are not grievous, 
and in keeping of them there is great Reward, For, Great 
peace have they who love his law, and nothing ſhall offend 
them, 

Finally, To ſumm up all that hath an immediate re- 
ference to God. Faith calls us to ſer the Lord always be- 
fore us; becauſe he is continually preſent with ns. He. 
ought to be in all our Thoughts, and our Eyes ſhould 
be ſtedfaſtly fixed on him, that his Preſence may encou- 
rage us to Good, and reſtrain us from Evil : we ſhould 
regard Him as a moſt Perfe& Pattern worthy of our 
Imitation ; we ſhould propoſe Him as the Chief End of 
all our Deſigns and Enterprizes : Whether ye eat or drink, 
or whatever elſe ye do, do all to the glory of God: and we 
ſhould lay hold upon Him as the only All-ſufficient Stay 
and Prop of our Life, the chief Support and Comfort 
of our Sonls: 1: the midſt of all my thoughts within me, 
thy comforts only delight my ſoul. When Dangers ſurround 
ns, we ſhould life up our eyes to him that dwelleth in the 
beavens, from whom our Help only cometh. When 
Trouble oppreſſeth us, we ſhould fortifie our Spirits 
with the Thoughts of God : Why art thou caſt down, 
O my ſoul ? and why art thou diſquicted within me *? Hope 
in God ; for he is the health of thy countenance, and thy 
God. VVhen we hear of evi] Tiding, we ſhould not be 
afraid, remembring that God ruleth the VVorld : The 
Lord reigneth, let the people rejoice ; for, He hath ſown 
peace for the righteous, and gladneſs for them that are up- . 
right in heart, And even in the greateſt Proſperity, God 
ſhould be the chief Matter of our Joy : Thou haſt put glad- 
neſs in my heart, more than when wine and oil did moſt abound. 
Thus, God ſhould be all things to us ; we ſhould flee to 
him on all occaſions : The Eyes of our Mind, and the 
Deſires of our Heart, ſhould be always toward Him ; 
He ought to be in all our Thoughts, and we ovght to 
Act and Move with a continual Regard . unto Him, 
that thereby we may expreſs a full Faith in his Infinite 
Eſſence, his Almighty Power, his Great TO_ 
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his All-ſufficient Goodneſs, and his Juſt and Unerring 
Providence. 


11. Seconaly, In reference to Our Selves. Faith 
teacheth us Humility, and ſheweth the Unreaſonableneſs 
of Pride : For what have we now to boaſt of? and what 
have we, that we have not received ? Should Duſt be 
Proud ? Hath one reaſon to be vain of the Riches of a- 
nother ? If any glory, let him glory in the Lord; with whom 
none can compare, who is moſt Excellent and Perfect, 
and whoſe Infinite Glory ſhould extinguiſh all vain 
Thovghts. 

Faith ſhould give a check to all Murmuring and Re- 
pining, and it ſhould ſtop our Mouths from Quarrelling ; 
for all that befalleth us, is from the Lord, which is ſufh- 
cient to impoſe Silence : 1 was dumb, 1 opened not my mouth, 
becauſe thou aidſt it. And who is it, indeed, that ſhould 
dare to queſtion Him that is Abſolute ? or to correct the 
Procedures of Him who is infinitely Wiſe ? 

Faith perſuades us to be content with every Condition, 
and to be ſatisfied with every Lot which fall to us; be- 
cauſe it is appointed by the Juſt Proprietor of all Things, 
and the moſt Wiſe Arbitrator of humane Afﬀairs. It 
teacheth us to receive, not only with Patience, but even 
with Chearfulneſs, all the Changes of our State, whether 
to better or to worſe ; becauſe they are Inſtances of the 
Wiſdom and Sovereignty of Divine Providence, inten- 
ded for our Profit, and inſtructing others in the Nature 
and Uſe of the preſent Life : Let the brother of low degree 
rejoice in that he is exalted ;, but the rich, in that he is made 
low. The one ought to rejoice as well as the other, 
becauſe God is glorified by the Humiliation of the one, 
as well as the Exaltation of the other, and becauſe theſe 
different ſtates give occaſion for exerciſing different Ver- 
tues, which make much for our Honour and Comfort in 
this Life, and which recommend us to the Divine Fa- 
vour for Rewards in the Life to come : Bleſſed is the man 
that endureth temptation ; for when be is tried, he ſhall receive 
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the crown of life which the Lord has promiſed to them that 
love him. 

Faith in God and Providence, requires us to conſider our 
Genius, to ſearch out our particular Capacity, our Na- 
tural Gifts and Endowments, and all the Advantages of 
our Outward State and Circumſtances : for as theſe 
things enable us to glorifie God, fo they are Intimations 
of his Will and Pleaſure, and do declare the particular 
Service which he has appointed for us. 

This Faith convinceth us,that God ordereth and diſpo- 
ſ=th a!l things ; that the Succeſs of the wiſeſt Enterprizes 
depends upon Him ; and that, without his particular Be- 
nediction, neither Art nor Nature can avail any thing ; 
and conſcquently, that we ought never to truſt to our 
ſelves, nor lean to our own Underſtandings : we ſhould 
not be ſo vain as to think that we can effeQtuate any thing 
by our Strength, Skill, or Induſtry, without the Divine 
Concurr2nce. But whenever we ſet Heart or Hand to 


any thing, we ſhould do it in the Name of the Lord, _ 


relying wholly on his help ; and if we ſucceed, we ſhould 
aſcribe the Glory to Him, and not vainly and arrogantly 


take the Praiſe to our ſelves, who are only the Inſtru- 


ments by which the Power. and Wiſdom of God are 


pleaſed to work. Moreover, what is our indiſpenſible - 


Duty, what belongs to our Calling and Station, what is 
in it ſelf good, commendable, and proper to be inten- 
ded, we ought to ply with all care and diligence, what- 
ever Encouragement we meet with in the doing it ; for 
we are anſwerable only for the Deſign and Endeavours, 
waich are in our own power but not for the Succeſs, 
which depends upon God, If our Intention be right, 
our Will hearty, our Reſolution fix*d ; and if we uſe 


prudent and proper Means, we ſhall be acceptable, and : 
hail bear no blame, though the thing ſucceed not : we 


ovght to do our part, and God himſelf knows beſt when 
it*s proper for him to do his. It is our Duty to do 
that which is good ; and whatever be the event; our 
labqur 1s not in vain, either to our ſelves nor God ; not 
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to our ſelves, becauſe God will accept the. Will for the 
Deed ; nor yet to God, becauſe he is glorified the one 
way as much as the other ; and he doth make both Suc- 
ceſs and Diſappointments to ſerve the Wiſe and Juſt 
Ends of his Providence. 

Faith ſheweth us, that God neither is nor can be the 
Author of Sin ; becauſe it is a Contradittion both to his 
Will and Nature; and therefore we ought not to charge 
our Sins upon God, ror ſhould we imputc unto Him the 
Evil which we do : Say not thou, it is through the Lord that 
J fell away ; for thou oughteſt not to do the things that he 
hateth. Say not thou, he hath cauſed me toerr ;, for he hath 
20 need of the ſinful man, The Lord hateth all abomination ; 
and they that fear God, love it not. Though God, by his 
Wiſdom, draweth Good out cf Evil, and maketh the 
Sins of Men to ſerve his Glory, (as was decl::red before,) 
yet we ought only to intend that which is Good ; and 
ſhould: never do Evil, no, not with a deſign that Good 
may come; for waen we do Evil, and approve it, we 
oppoſe our ſelves to the Will of God, and caſt off that 
Allegiance and Gubmiſſion which we owe to him. We 
ought therefore to keep our ſ:!ves from all Sin, and 
ſhould ſtedfaſtly reſiſt the Temptations to it, and ſhun 
the Occaſions of it 3 for rothing can excuſe Sin, or - 
juſtifie our dcing it. Nothing can hurt us but Sin, 
therefore we ſhould hate it above all things ; and no- 
thing ſhould be fo much matter of grief and ſorrow to 
us. The remembrance of our Sins ſhould be always 
grievous ; becauſe they are againſt clear Reaſon, and 
the Obligations of Juſtice and Gratitude which we lie 
under towards God, We ought, above all things, to 
beware of provoking God to leave us to our ſelves, or 
to give us up to the dominion of Sin, which is the greateſt 
Miſery that can befal us : but yet when it pleaſeth God . 
to ſuffer us to be carried away by ſome Temptation, we 
ought not to accuſe him, but ſhould ſilently bear thrs 
indignation of the Lord, as well as other Inſtances of 
his Diſpleaſure, eſpecially ſeeing God can wiſely order 
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our Falls and Miſcarriages to his own Glory, and the 
Edification of others. 

The Belief of a Providence, calls us to obſerve and 
conſider all Accidents and Occurrences ; becauſe the leaſt | 
is from God; and if they favour our lawful and juſt 
Enterprizes, we ought to receive them thankfully, and 
to look upon them as Encouragements from Heaven to 
go on and proſper. Nay, when Reaſon and Duty do 
not poſitively determine us to any particular thing, we 
not only may, but (I think) ought to take our mea- 
ſures trom theſe things, and ſhould ſuffer our ſelves to 
be ſway*d by them ; for this is to follow the Guidance 
and Condudt of Providence, which foreſeeth Events, to 
which the greateſt Prudence cannot reach. But then 
we muſt be ſure, that what is under deliberation, be in 
it ſelf lawful and innocent, juſt and proper. for us, be- 
coming our Station, and agreeable to our Charater 
otherwiſe we abuſe Providence, we pervert the Methods 
of it, and blaſpheme God, making him to favour that 
which is Evil, and an Encourager of Villany, and abomi- 
nable Practices. Opportunities of doing Evil, or Temp- 
cations to it, are not to be look*d upon as Diſpenſations 
from Heaven ; they are only Trials of our Vertue ; by 

"Mp God asks a Proof of our Integrity, of our Obe- 
Pdience to his Laws, and of our Love to the Truth ; 
and if we yield, and ſuffer our ſelves to be prevailed 
upon, we diſcover our Weakneſs, or bewray our Hy- 
pocrilie. | 

Faith in Providence aſſures us, that God is the Author 
of all the Good and all the Evil that befall us. Men, 
and all other Creatures, are but the Means and Inſtru- 
ments which God makes uſe of, for conveying: either 
the one or the other z wherefore we ought to look 
further than to the immediate Inſtruments of either our 
Happineſs or Miſery, our Peace or our Trouble ; and 
whether we receive Good, or whether we receive Evil, 
we ſhould receive both as from the Hands of God; and 
ſhould be carefyl to anſwer the Ends for _ ay 
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ſends either. If Good, we are obliged to all thankful 
Acknowledgment, and to exert our utmoſt Strength in 
the Service of Him who is ſo kind to us : If Evil, we 
ſhould hear the rod, and him that has appointed it : We 
ſhould enquire and conſider whether it comes to prove 
our Vertue, or to puniſh our Sins, or for both ; which 
we may diſcern in ſome meaſure, by comparing the 
Matter and Circumſtances of the Evil with the Temper 
of our own Spirits, and the AQtions of our paſt Life : for 
generally Puniſhments point out the Sins which occaſion 
them; and Trials may be known too, by the Circum- 
ſtances of Times and Perſons. Now, whatſoever be the 
particular End or Occaſion of the Rod, it ought not 
to be deſpiſed ; and while we are under it, we ſhould 
ſubmit and humble our ſelves by Patience, by Repen- 
tance, by adhering cloſely to all the Points of our Duty, 
and by firm Reſolutions of ſerving the Lord more faith- 
fully and more fervently ; by which means we ſhall turn - 
our Affliftions to our Good and Profit, and ſhall change 
God's Wrath and Diſpleaſure ( if there was any ) into 
Love and Favour : for if we humble our ſelves under the 
mighty hand of God, he will exalt us in due time. 

Faith is the Foundation of Prayer. It maketh Prayer 
reaſonable, neceſſary, and every Man's Duty, at all 
times, in all places, and in all circumſtances ; for if 
there be a God, he onght to be worſhiped and adored, 
and it is Juſt to acknowledge him where-ever he ſhews 
himſelf. If every good Gift come from him, we ought, in 
Gratitude, to give Thanks for what we enjoy. And, if 
any man be affiitted, let him pray, that God, who ſendeth 
the Afﬀiction, may mitigate it, and temper it to his 
ſtrength, that he may bear him up under it, and turn 
it to his Advantage. If our Life be preſerved by God, 
if our Labours proſper only by his Bleſſing, if withour 
him we can do nothing Good or Praiſe-worthy, if he 
hath the Ordering and Managing of all things at his 
Pleaſure, there can be nothing more reaſonable, or juſt, 
or neceſlary, than for us to commit our ſelves, and all 
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our ways, to his Conduct, to expreſs our dependance 
upon hip, and, by prayers, ſupplications and thanksgivings, 
to make our requeſts known unto him, who is both able and 
willing to do for us above all that we can ask or think. 
And when we find that we have ſinned and offended, it 
is moſt juſt and reaſonable that we confeſs our Sins, and 
offer the ſacrifices of broken and contrite hearts, that his 
wrath may be pacified, and that he may forgive us. 
And as thus it appears, that all the parts of Prayer are 
reaſonable and juſt, ſo there is always occaſion for uſing 
one or other of them ; wherefore the Scriptureenjoineth 
to pray continually, to pray without ceaſing. And if we 
believe the Scripture, the fervent prayers of the righteous 
avail much, God calls for Prayer, and he has not ſaid to 
any, Seck my face in vain, Tho? God has propoſed certain 
Ends to himſelf, yet we muſt not think that he has put 
himſelf, and every particular thing, under ſuch irrever- 
ſible Decrees, that he has no power to give a Fayour, or 
prevent Evil, at the deſire of them who love hin. 


12. Thirdly, In reference to others, this Faith re- 
quires us to conſider all Men as common Servants and 
Subjetts of the Great Lord of Heaven and Earth, whom, 
for his ſake, we ought to love, honour and encourage 
to the utmoſt of our power. We ſhould abſtain from all 
Injuries ; for God, as a wiſe King, cannot but be dif- 
Pleaſed to ſee his Subjefts injure and oppreſs one ano- 
ther, neither will he ſuffer theſe things to paſs un- 
puniſhed, We ſhould neither envy the Rich, or thoſe 
of Higher Degree; nor yet ſhould we deſpiſe the Poor, 
and thoſe of Inferior Condition : For as God hath wiſely 
appointed the different Orders of the World, for the 
better Government of it, ſo he aſſigneth to every Man 
his Poſt, and it is his wiſe Providence which maketh their 
Condition and Circumſtances different. Wealth, and 


Honour, and all things are Gods, which, without any - 


Injuſtice, he may diſpoſe of as he pleaſeth ; and what» 


ever he doth, there is no reaſon ta murmur againſt 
him : 
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him : © Friend I do thee no wrong, whether I give to 
« others as much as to thee, or more; Take what 
&« thou haſt received, and go thy way thankfully. ? 
Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with my own ? Is 
thine eye evil, becauſe I am good ? - God is an Abſolute 
King, and may raiſe up and caſt down at his pleaſure, 
and make what changes amongſt his Servants he ſeeth 
fit ; for he knoweth who is beſt for his Ends and* Pur- 
poſes. Nothing therefore which God doth, in this 
matter, ſhould offend us : Whoever be employ?*d, we 
are ſure God will be glorified z what he hath purpoſed, 
ſhall come to paſs ; and that all things ſhall fall right in 
the end, which ſhould abundantly fatisfie us. And as 
thus there is no reaſon to grudge or envy what is done 
unto others 3 ſo neither ſhould the Riches or Honours 
which fall to our own ſhare, make us proud, or fill us 
with contempt of thoſe who ſeem more neglected : 
1 ſaid unto the fools, Deal not ſo fooliſhly ;, and to the wicked, 
Life not up the horn, Life not up your horn on high ; 
ſpeak not with a ſtiff neck : for promotion cometh neither from 
the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from the South ; but God ts 
the Fudge, he putteth down one, and ſctteth up another. Ad- 
vancement ſhould perſuade to Humility, and is a better 
Cauſe for Fear than for Pride ; becauſe ſometimes God 
ſetteth up, only that he may cut off the Horns with more 
Diſgrace, and make one a more publick Example to the 
World : Surely thou didſt ſet them in ſlippery places, that 
thou mighteſt caſt them down to deſtruttion. If 1 aid deſpiſe 
the cauſe of my mar-ſervant, or of my maid-ſervant, when 
they contended with me , what then ſhall I do when God riſeth 
up ? and when he viſneth, what ſhall I anſwer him? Did 
n0t he that made me in the womb make him ? and did not One 
faſhion us in the womb ? The rich and the poor are the work, 
of thy hands, The Perſons of the one, are as acceptable 
to God as the other ; the difference is only External, for 
the Conveniences of this Life : Therefore neither ſhould 
the Rich be proud, nor the Poor envious : Nor ſhould 
he who is ſet over others, inſult ; becauſe his State is 
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more dangerous and difficult, and becauſe his Power and 
Authority were intended for the Protection and Encou- 
ragement of others. 

Again, Faith in God and Providence requires us to Pon- 
der, and wiſely conſider the various Changes which 
happen unto Men, the Alteration of their Circumſtances, 
their Calamities and Diſaſters; for all theſe things are 
inflicted by Providence, not for their own ſakes only, 
but for the ſake of others ; they are intended for our 
Inſtruction, and they are done to render us Wiſe, Theſe 
things ought not to be ſlighted, neither are they to be 
mocked at : Whoſo mocketh the poor, reproacheth his Maker ; 
and he that is glad at calamities, ſhall not paſs unpuniſhed. 
Nay, it ought not to be a matter of Rejoicing when Evil 
befals our Enemies ; which is a Sin ſo heinous, that Job 
thought fit to clear himſelf of it, immediately after he 
had purged himſelf of Idolatry: If I rejoiced at the de- 
firuttion of him that bated zne, or lift up my ſoul when evil 
found him ;, neither have I ſuffered my mouth to ſim, by wiſh- 
ing a curſe to bis ſoul, We ſhould not make a Sport of 
the Important Acts ofProvidence ; nor ſhouid we think 
they are done meerly to furniſh us with Subject of Diſ- 
courſe. When one Child is whipt, the reſt ſhould 
tremble, leſt the Scourge go about ; For God puniſheth 
one, to give warning unto others. When we ſee the 
Boughs of a goodly Tree lopp'd off ; when we behold 
a ſtrong Oak feli?d to the ground, or pluck'd up by 
the roots; when the Luſtre and Glory of him who ſhined 
bright, decayeth z when he that had many Friends, is 
forſaken 3 when he whoſe Wealth was great, 1s bronght 
to a Piece of Bread 3 when the Houſe of Mirth is turned 
to the Houſe of Mourning : when theſe and the like 
things are tranſafted before us, we ſhould lay them to 
heart, and ſhould read them as Leſlons of Humility, 
Moderation, Watchfulneſs, Contempt of the World, 
and how much better it is to truſt in God, than in 
Earthly things; and how much wiſer it is to care for 
the Things that are Eternal, than for thoſe that ew 
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only Temporal. When Publick Tranſgreſlors and Pre- 
ſumptuous Sinners are puniſhed, we ſhould applaud the 
Juſtice of God : but unleſs the Crime be plain and ma- 
nifeſt, we ſhould beware of judgiog raſhly the great and 
ſudden Calamities that befvll others: They on whom 
the Tower of Siloam fell, and whoſe Blood Pilate mingled 
with their Sacrifices, were not greater Sinners than 0- 
thers : And tho? Fob was more ſeverely afflited than any 
Man, yet we are aſſur*d, that he was perfett and upright ; 
one that feared God, and eſchewed evil, The Reaſons why 
God deals thus and thus with particular Men, are ſe- 
cret, and we ought not boldly and poſitively to aſſert 
them ; but the Uſes to be made of them are plain, and 
we ſhould ſet our hearts to learn them with all ſeriouſ- 
neſs. Whatever ſecret Reaſons God hath to afflict 
any, is not material for us to know ; we are a little too 
curious, when we enquire whether rhis man ſinned or his 
parents: But we ſhould look upon all afflicted Perſons as 
proper Objects of our Compaſſion, and as Occaſions ad- 
miniſtred by Providence, for the exerciſe of our Cha- 
rity, Bounty and Generoſkity, that thereby we may re- 
commend our ſelves to God, who taketh pleaſure in 
them. It is the Character of the Wicked, that they 
perſecute him whom God hath ſmitten, and talk to the grief 
of thoſe whom he hath wounded, A juſt and good Man will 
Pour Oil and Balm into the Wounds which even God?s 
Hands hath made, and giveth comfortable Words to 
thoſe whom God puniſheth ; he diſtributeth his Bread to 
thoſe whom God hath ſent a Begging; he cloatheth thoſe 
whom God hath ſtript Naked, and viliteth thoſe whom 
God hath thrown into Priſon and Miſery : which is not 
a Counteratting of Divine Providence, but a following 
of the Wiſe and Juſt Ends of it. In a word, as our 
Faith in God and Providence encreaſeth, ſo doth our 
Charity and Good-will towards all. He that believes, 
has a large Soul ; he makes not himſelf a Standard by 
which all things ſhould be meaſured ; he is not Selfiſh 
and Narrow-hearted, but is Liberal and Generous, 
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willing to forgive, and ready to relieve ; for he reckons 
it his Honour and his Happineſs to imitate God, and 
to follow the guidance of his Providence. 


13. Fourthly and Laftlys In reference to Publick 
Tranſaftions. The Knowledge and Belief of Provi- 
dence, teach us, Firſt, To regard the Intrinſick Nature 
of Things, rather than their Outward Fate; and to 
have a greater Reſpe&t to the Juſtice and Equity of a 
Cauſe, than to the Good or Bad Succeſs of it. We 
are not to take the Meaſures of our Duty from the 


Outward Acts of Providence, whoſe Ends we know not; 


but from the immutable Rules of Truth and Juſtice, 
which are plainly revealed. God indeed is Abſolute, 
and may giſpoſe of Perſons and Things as he pleaſeth ; 
but we are under indiſpenſible Obligations of doing no- 
thing but what is Juſt and Right: Ir is true, his Will 
is the Supreme Law, to which all ſhould ſubmit, but 
even by that Law weare forbid to approve any thing 
which we do not know to be Good, The Nature of 
Good and Evil are unalterable, and ſo muſt our Reſpets 
to them bez we muſt conftantly hate the one, and as 
conſtantly love the other, whatever be the Conſequences, 
otherwiſe we are not Juſt and Righteous before God, 
whoſe Methods of Providence are never delign'd to looſe 
the Ties of Righteouſneſs. Though God ſometimes, to 
illuſtrate_his Power, Wiſdom and Juſtice, doth Tole- 
rate Evil, yet he never Commands it, neither can he 
Approve it: Nor will his Toleration excuſe or make 
lawful the joining in an evil Cauſe, or the embarking 
with Perſons or Parties of wicked Deſigns and Purpoſes. 
Wherefore we ought always to look unto the Merits of 
the Cauſe, before we engage in it : we ought carefully 
to examine the Lawfulneſs of Methods and Deſigns pro- 
poſed, before we eſpouſe them; and ſhould take heed 
of being miſled by the external Aſpe&t of Things, their 
preſent ſeeming Advantages or Diſadvantages ; nor 
ſhould we have any reſpect to the Events, whether _ 
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be probable or improbable. A Juſt and Good Man, who 
believes and fears God, will never make Providence a 
Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, nor a Pretext for Wickedneſs ; 
he will not enquire into the Secrets of Providence; nor 
will he conclude God?s Love or Hatred from what is be- 
fore him ; he will not determine God's ſecret Favour to 
Perſons and Things by their outward appearances ; but 
he conſiders that the Righteous God loveth always that 
which is right, and that he can never be pleasd with 
the evil Actions of Men, with their Oppreſſion and 
Cruelty, with their Uofaithfulneſs and Treachery, with 
their Hypocriſie aud Falſe Dealing, and ſuch like: where- 
fore a Juſt and Good Man will always take part with 
Truth, Juſtice and Equity, though there be never ſo 
few on his fide, and never ſo many on the contrary ; 
and will preferr a juſt and good Cauſe, that is borne 
down and perſecuted, to a wicked one which is proſpe- 
rous and promiſeth many Advantages. So the Egyprian 
Midwives, fearivg God, judg'd it their Duty to take part 
with the oppreſled 1/raclires, rather than to court the 
Favour of Pharaoh, by complying with his Tyranny. 
So Moſes choſe rather to ſuffer AMiQion with the People 
of God, than to be calPd the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, 
or to enjoy the Pleaſures of that Court. The Generoſity 
and Loyalty: of /:tai made him preferr the Hardſhips of 
a Wilderneſs, with David, to the Eaſe and ſoft Plea- 
ſures of the Court and City, which a Compliance with 


- Abſalom might have procur?d him. So, not only the 


Prieſts and the Levites, but all thoſe in the Ten Tribes, 
whoſe hearts were ſet to ſeck the Lord, did reſort unto 
Jeruſalem, to worſhip the Lord there, and to ſtrengthen 
the Hands of Rehoboam, notwithſtanding the ſevere Pro- 
hibition of Feroboam, and the Hazards which they ran by 
doing what was ſo diſpleaſing unto him. So Plutarch 
tells us of a Woman who gave honourable Interment to 
a Brother and ſome Relations Condemn'd by the Tyrant 
of the Place ; and being ask*d why ſhe did a thing ſo 
diſpleaſing to him, and fo dangerous for her ſelf ; ſhe 
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anſwer?d Heroically, Becauſe it pleas*d the Gods, Far the 


Duties which Juſtice and Nature oblige us to, ought | 


never to be ſuperſeded ; nor ſhould our Reſpects ta God, 
Truth, Conſcience, and the Laws of Righteouſneſs, be 
laid aſide, whatever Difficulties they run us into: As 
neither Error ſhould be profeſy?d, nor Evil done, what» 
ever preſent Advantages attend them ; I ſay, preſent Ad+ 


vantages ; for it it certain, at the long run, Truth pre- _ 


yails, and nothing will be profitable to one but Integrity 
and Uprightnels. | {7s 
Again, Faith in God and Providence gives us right No- 
tions of Government, and of the Means which are ne- 
ceſlary to. ſuppart it : it ſhews, that Government is a 
Divine Inſtitution, and not a Humane Device to favour 
oo and Ambition z that the Diſtinction of Men into 
everal Ranks and Degrees, is neceſlary for the Peace 
and Order of the State, and that both good and bad 
Kings are ſent from God. Wherefore by this Faith we 
are obliged, as to fear God, fo to honour the King, and 
»ot to meddle with them that are given tachenge, whoſe calas 
-mity cometh ſugdenly, and who knoweth the rune of thews both. 
He that hath this Faith, is a Friend to Government ; he 
is obſervant of Order-; he is not for Confounding and 
Levelling ; he ſubmitrerh to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's ſake, whether tothe King as ſupreme, or unto. Gouer- 
z0rs 4s. unto thoſe. who axe ſent by bim. He is ſubje&. nat 
only for wrath but ſor conſcience fake ;. aud for this cauſe 
alſo he payeth tribute. ro. whom. tribute 1s due, and cuſtom to 
whom cuſtom, aud. fear to whom fear, aud honour to mhow 
bonour : Becauſe by theſe things Divine Providence. pre- 
ſerveth the Peace of the World, and keepeth Humane 
Aﬀairs from running into Confulton. 1a thhat/oever 
City be entreth, he ſtudieth to live peaceably with all, and 
be prayetb for the peace of that City ;, becay/e. fromthe. peace 
of that City, he cxpeeth from God the. Bleſhing of 
Peace. 4 
. Again, Faith in God and Providence ſheweth; thati our 
Hopes and Fears, concerning Publick Afﬀairs, and the 
z State 
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State of a Nation or Church, are not to be taken from 
Outward Appearances, nor to be grounded upon the 
AﬀeQions, the Power, the Wit, or the Policy of Men, 
but upon the Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, 
whom nothing can reſiſt, and -to whom ali things are 
poſſible ; who, as he created the World out of Nothing, 
ſo he is ſtil] able to conquer the greateſt Nifficulcy. The 
Lord?s Hand is not ſhort, it can reach both the Higheſt 
and the Loweſt Things : He is able both to throw down 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſecure, and alſo to raiſe up them 
that are in the moſt deſperate caſe. The pride of thine 
heart hath deeeived thee, thou that awelleſt in the clifts of the 
rock, whoſe babitation is high ;, that ſaith in his beart, Who 
ſhall bring me down to the ground? Though thou exalteſt 
thy ſelf as the eagle, and though thou ſet thy neſt among the 
ftars, thence will I bring thee down, ſaith the Lord: who 
7 Till takg vengeance of his adverſaries, and reſerveth wrath 
for his enemies : He.is ſlow to anger, and great in power, 
and will not at all acquit the wicked, The Lord hath his way 
in the whirlewind, and in the ſtorm, and the clouds are the 
auſt of his feet : He rebuketh the ſea, and maketh it dry, and 
dryeth mp all the rivers. Who can ſtand before his indigna- 
tion ? and who can abide in the fierceneſs of his anger * His 
fury ts poured out hke fire, and the rocks are thrown down by 
him. \ Again, When he is reſolved to comfort a di- 
ſtreſſed People 3 when he is ſatisfied with their Puniſh- 
ment, and ſays it is enough ; when their warfare 7s 4c 
compliſhed, their iniquity pardoned, and that the Lord thinks 
they have received at his hand double for all their fins; then, 
though they be ſhut up in a Wilderneſs, though they be 
in the greateſt ſtraits, and ſaddeſt circumſtances, the 
voice ſhall cry, Prepare ye the way of the Lord ; make 
ſtraight in the deſart a high-way for our God ;, and then 
Every valley ſhall be exalted, and every mountain and bill ſhalt. 
be made low, and the crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and the 
rough places plain; that is, when the Lord hath a mind 
to do good, nothing can hinder it, every Oppolition 
and Ditficylty ſhall be removed : 4rd the glory of _ 
R 2 or 
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Lord ſhall be revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together ; 
viz. they ſhall be all convinced that it .is the Lord's 
doing,and that the Deliverance has been wrought by his 
Wiſdom'and Power. And for this cauſe, none ſhonld be 
anxious about the Means ; nor ſhovld they confine their 
Delivearnce to the Methods and Inſtruments nnder their 
view, as if God had no other ways of compaſſing his 
Ends, but what they can ſee and diſcern. 

Further, Faith in God and Providence forbids all cen- 
ſurivg the common State of Humane Afairs in this Life, 
the Revolutions of Kingdoms, the Deprefſion of Good 
Men, and the Proſperity of the Wicked, the Conniving 
at them who deal treacherouſly, and the ſuffering the 
wicked to devour him that is more righteous than he, For 
whatever Offence Ignorant and Unthinking Men take at 
theſe things, Faith (as has been ſhewn ) proves them 
to be wiſe and deliberate Afts of Providence, well fit- 
ted to the preſent Condition and Circumſtances of Man- 
kind 3 and which bring both more Glory to God, and 
Good unto Men, than if the Courſe: of Things were 
otherwiſe. | | = 

Moreover, This Faith gives us true Inſtrutions con- 
cerning Publick and National Calamities ; it ſhews us, 
that they are from God, and that by them he declares 
himſelf the Sovereign Judge of the World ; that Crying 
Sins, and Preſumptuous Wickedneſs, is the Cauſe of 
them ; and that nothing can either prevent or delay | 
their coming, when deſerved , or remove and abate the 
rigour of them, when they are inflicted, except true and 
unfeigned Repentance. Therefore, he that believes, 
kumbles himſelf before theſe Evil Days come ; he 
judgeth and condemneth himſelf before-hand, that he. 
may not be judg*d and condemn?d by God ; he is prudent 
to ſoreſee the Evil Days afar off; and his Security is, his 
Humility, his Contrition, . his Relyance npon the Mercy | 
of God, The Provifion which he makes againſt theſe 
Evil Days, areSighs and Tears for his own Sins, and the 
Avominatiens of others ;, for thereby he hopes a Hark 
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be ſet on bis Forehead, that the Deſtroying Angel may not 
come near bim, The leaſt noiſe of God's Judgments, in 
the remoteſt part of the World, doth alarm him thar 
believeth in God and Providence ; becauſe he knoweth 
that God is a Juſt and Impartial Judge, no Reſpetter 
either of Perſons or Nations, but when he ariſerh ro judg- 
ment, he will puniſh all the inhabitants of the earth, 1 ſaw 


.C faith the Prophet.) the rents of Cuſhan in affliction, and 


the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble : And when 1 
beard, my belly trembled, my lips quivered at the voice, rot= 
tenneſs entred into my bones, and 1 trembled in my ſelf, that 
1 might reſt in the day of trouble. And when theſe Judg- 
ments of God are drawing near, when they are impen- 
ding over the place where he liverh, when theſe Publick 
Storms blow hard upon the Land where he dwells, he 
doth not make Lyes his Refuge, nor doth he ſeek Shelter 
by unlawful Arts and Means ; which, whatever they may 
ſeem to others, he ſees very improper, becauſe it is ad- 
ding Iniquity to Sin, and ſo rendreth one more obnoxious, 
But God is his Refuge, he fleeth even to him for Safety ; 
and though he uſeth Prudence, yet his chiefeſt Confidence 
is in God's Mercy and Goodneſs : Come, my people, enter 
thou into thy chambers, and ſbut thy doors akour thee, and hide 
thy ſelf as it were for @ little moment, until this indignation 

be over-paſt. | 
This leads my Thoughts to the Publick TranſaQians 
of Providence at preſent, and for ſome Years paſt, which 
I heartily wiſh were more wiſely conſider?d, and more 
ſeriouſly laid to heart. [ crave leave, before I conclude, 
to make ſome ſhort Reflections, which I hall do very 
impartially, without reſpe&t to either Perſons or 
Parties, as being only concerned in the general De» 
ſigns of Providence, and the loud Alarms which ic 
gives us. | 
It is evident, by the very Publick News, that the 
Three Great Scourges of the World, the Sword, 
Famine, and Peſtilence, have been very much employ'd 
for ſeveral Years z ſome Nations. have been chaſtiſed 
R 3 ”with 


246 Faith in God and Providence, 


with all of them ; and there is ſcarce any which hath 
not been viſited with one. or other; The Fire of War 
has been kindled,and it hath burnt now conſtantly with ns 
and in our Neighbourhood for the ſpace of Eight Years ; 
it has ſpread through almoſt the whole World, and en- 
gaged all Nations in every part of it, except ſome three 
or four, who yet fit not very eaſj Iy; 5 it has proceeded 
furiovſly, and has left dreadful Effefts behind it : The 
Nations intereſſed are brought very low by the Conſump- 
tion of their Men and Money, the Failure of their Trade, 
and the Deſolation of their Countries. The Strong are 
weakened, and the Rich are exhauſted ; it is hard to 
rell which is worſt. It is certain, that all have ſmarted 
ſeverely, and that none are Gainers yet, nor like to ob- 
tain what they projected, nor any other conſiderable 
Advantage. And beſides, the Evils of War, Famine 
and Sickneſs, the World has been viſited of late with 
dreadful Earthquakes, with unuſual Thunder and Light- 
ning, with terrible Storms both at Sea and Land, which 
has not only deſtroy*d private Perſons, but alſo has 
been the ruine of ſeveral Countries : So that we may 
{ay,. Heaven and Earth, the Sea and the Air, and the 
whole Courſe of Nature, have enter'd into a League 
and Confederacy againſt Mankind ; as the Bonds of Peace 
betwixt Nations have been broken, and the Union of 
ſome People of the ſame Nation diſſolv'd, which hath 
exceedingly troubled the State of Humane Aﬀairs, and 
which hath rendred almoſt every Place unſafe and nn- 
ea{ie: ſome Proteſtant Churches have been entirely raz?d, 
3nd the Glory of others have ſuffer?d a preat eclipſe ; 
the Foundation of ſome has been quite deftroy?d, and 
_ of others very. much ſhaken by Factions and Di- 
Viſions. 

And is all this to be talk'd of only over a Diſh of Coffee ? 
Do theſe things ſerve only to- paſs away the Time ? Is 
there a God ? Doth he rule the World ? 7s theye any 
evil in a city,” which. he doth-196 ? And: ſhall we not then 
con der all theſe: _ as his Doings ? TheFAmbition 
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of Princes, their Covetouſneſs, their Autnours and Paſ- 
ſions, are they not matiaged by God ? Art they tiot the 
Inſtruments by which he works his Pleaſure aniong(t 
Men ? Doth not he make War ? and doth not he alſo makg 
Peace ? Can it be expected, before he be pacified? We 
may enquite after the Diſpoſition of Princes and States 
we niay ſeek to know their Motions, ard the Prepara- 
tions they make : but we ſhould come ſootier to our 
purpoſe, would we turh our Meditations towards God : 
If we would conſider him as the Author of all theſe 
Broils and Commottons which diſturb the preſent Peace 
of the World; and if we wonld enquire how we ſhould 
appeaſe his Wrath and Difpleaſure : For ir is evident, 
that he is angry; and until} his Anger be tarn'd away, 
Nations ſhall not be at Peace, nor ſhall the Land enjoy 
its Reſt. The War has been prolong?d ſevetal Years 
beyond Men's Expettation ; and however wearied the 
ſeveral Parties may be, yer God can eaſily hinder a 
Peace, and defeat a Treaty, until he, be aveng?d of 
thoſe who have provoked him. I pretend to no parti. 
cular Revelation ; I lay claim to no New Light; I will 
not arrogate any Diſcovery of Secrets, or Myſterious 
Prophecies : but I think, by Reaſon and Scripture, by 
Sacred and other Hiſtory, by the Obſervation of the 
Ordinary Methods and Meaſures of Divine Providence, 
it is evident, that God has come out of his place to viſit the 
Inhabitants of the Earth ;, that he hath whetted his glittering 
Sword; that his Hand has taken hold 0n Judgment ;, that 
be will render vengeance to his enemies, and reward them 
that hate him. People may flatter themſclves as they 
pleaſe, but they do in vain look for Safety from the Hills 
and from the Mountains, or from any other Hand but 
God ; and not from him neither, until they have re- 
conciled themſelves by Repentance, and Obedience to 
the Truth. Ephraim may ſend to the 4fyvian, and Fiudab 
to King 7areb , but neither of then ſhall be 2ble to heal 
or cure them of their Wounds. 1 will go and return to 
my place, till they acknowledge their offence, ant ſeek my face. 
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T ake with you words, and turn to the Lord ; ſay unto him, 
Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciouſly, ſo will we 
render the calves of our lips. But alas ! People have ſliden 
back by a perpetual back-{lding ; they hold faſt deceit, they 
refuſe to return, I hearkened and heard, but they ſpake not 
aright ; no man repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying, What 
have I done ? Every one turneth to his courſe, as the horſe 
ruſheth into the battle. Truſt ye not in lying words, ſaying, 
The Temple of the' Lord, the Temple of the Lord are theſe. 
A good Cauſe will not ſave wicked Perſons from deſerved 
Wrath, in the day that God viſiteth for Iniquity ; nei- 
ther is there reaſon why any ſhould be Proud and Inſo- 
lent, becauſe they have been ſpar*d, whilſt others were 
Puniſh'd 3 nor ſhould they fancy themſelves Better, or 
more Righteous, becauſe they have been entruſted with 
the Puniſhment of others. Who among you will give ear 
to this? Who will hearken and hear for the time to come ? 
Who gave Facob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers ? Did 


not the Lord, he againſt whom we ' have ſinned ? for they © 


would not walk in his ways, neither were they cbedient unto his 
law, Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of bis 
anger, and the ſtrength of battel, and it hath ſet him on fire 
round about, yet he knew not ;, and it burned him, yet he laid 
ir not to heart, But now, ſaith the Lord, O Jacob, fear 
not, for I have redeemed thee ;, 1 am the Lord thy God, the 
Holy One of Iſrael, thy Saviour, Let them that have faly 
bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe they have ſinned 
againſt bim, until he plead their cauſe, and execute judgment 
or them : He will bring them forth to the light, and the 
ſhall behold his righteouſneſs. And, Let them who Rand, 
take heed lift they fall ;, for they are not more righteous 
than others : The Adverſity of their Brethren ſhould 
make them fraid, leſt they haſten their own Deſtruction. 
God is Juſt and Righteous, who commandeth the Puniſh- 


ment of Tranſgreſſors : but when he putteth the Rod 


to the Hands of finful Men, they ought to: uſe it with 
Pity and Diſcretion ; for. if they ſuffer Paſſion to tranſ- 
port them to Severity, then they are not Inſtrpments of 


God's 
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God's Juſtice, but Executioners of their own Wrath ; 
and then God takes the Rod out of their Hands, and 
gives it to others, to avenge their Partiality, and unequal 
Dealing : 1 am very =_ diſpleaſed with the beathen that are 
at eaſe ;, for I was but a little diſpleaſed, and they helped 
forward the affiiftion. 

To end this Matter. God only can reſtore the Bleſ- 
ſings of Peace and Plenty ; He only can ſettle the Na- 
tions, put an end to our Differences, and make Church 
and State to flouriſh: And as it is this which weall pro- 
feſs to deſire, ſo that we may obtain theſe great Bleſlings, 
let all and every one ſearch and try their ways, and 
put away the evil of their doings ;, let them ceaſe from 
Evil, and do Good; let them ſtudy the Truth, and 
obey it, and learn to be more Upright both with God 
and Man. 


The ConCLusS1o0N. 


I Have now finiſh'd the Second Part of my Undertaking, 
which would have been publiſh'd ſooner, if ſome 
Accidents ( which need not to be mention?d ) had not 
hinder*d it. But what was the cauſe of fo long a Delay 
has been alſo the occaſion of Enlarging it much beyond 
my firſt Intention 3 though I cannot ſay, againſt my Will, 
or the Deſign I had of pleaſing or profiting the Reader : 
for what has been added, is proper and uſeful either to 
confirm or clear this important Faith in Providence. It 
is with Difficulty that I am now diſengag*d from the 
Subject ; for it is as a Place that hath all the Riches of 
Art and Nature, which detaineth one with Pleaſure, 
which makes him forgetful of the Time, and unwilling 

to be carried off, 
Providence is a Subject copious aud delightful, one may 
write Volumes upon it, withont wearying himſelf, or 
| | proving 
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proving tedious .to others.z for it affords great variety 
of choice: Matter. . To write an exaCt Hiſtory of Pro- 
vigence, is above the Capacity of any ore Man; it is 
Work enough. for all the Wiſe Heads and Able Pens ih 
the World : For if we would trace and follow Providence, 
we muſt travel through the whole Courſe of Nature, 
and conſider every Part of. the Creation ; we muſt look 
back to the Beginning of all Things, and mark all the 
periods of Time ; we muſt read over the General Hiſtory 
of the World, and the Particular Hiſtory of every Coun- 
trey ; we mult obſerve our own Lives, the Lives of other 
Men, and all Publick and Private Occurrences. 

A fall and comprehenfive Knowledge of Providence 
15 not to be expected, nay, it is impoſſible in this World ; 
bur it is every one's Duty and Intereſt to endeayour to 
abound in this Knowledge : for it fills our Heads with 
wiſe Thonghrts, and keeps our Hearts in a good Temper ; 
it ſhews the true Principles and Rules of Ation, and lays 
the only ſure Foundation of inward Peace. The Knows» 
lcdge and Belief of Providence giveth true Wiſdom, it 


animateth to what is Good, and reſtraineth from Evil : 


it diſpelleth Doubts, and freeth the Mind from anxious 
Thoughts ; it abates oor Tronble in Adverſity, and adds 
to our Joy in Proſperity, by making it ſolid and reaſo- 
nable; it removes vain Hopes, and cauſelefs Fears, and 
gives one Courage and Conhdence to enterprize every 
thing that is Juſt, and Good, and Praiſe-worthy, what- 
ever Dangers and Difficulties may appear. The time 
would fail me, to tell of them who, through this Faith, 
ſnbdued King doms, wrought Righteouſneſs, obtained Promiſes, 
ftopt the mouths of Lions, quenched the violence of Fire, 
eſcaped the edge of the Sword, out of weakneſs were made 
ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the Armies of 


the Aliens, and who endured the trial of cruel mockings and 


ſcourgings, yea, of bonds and impriſonments. 

They who disbelieve a Providence, and are ignorant 
of it, are as thoſe jn great darknefs, who cannot ſee 
their way, but continually fall and ftumble ; wow 
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thoſe who believe a Providence, and regard it, walk in 
the Light which both dires'them, and gives them Se- 
curity. The Conditjon of the one and the other may be 
fitly compared to thoſe at Sea in two different Ships, the 
one a ſtrong, well-built Ship, tight, and well provided, 
and under the conduct of a Skilful, Experienc'd Pilot ; 
but the other old and rotten, ill provided, and without 
any body of Skill to manage her : The Waves beat, and 
the Storm blows alike upon both, but the one holds out 
much better than the other : and the Minds of thoſe 
within them are very different ; thoſe 1n the one are 
deſperate and ſtunn'd with fear of being ſwallowed up 
every moment ; whereas the other are quiet and ſecure, 
becauſe they have hope, and ſomething to truſt to. 
God 13 our refuge and ſlirength, a very preſent help in trouble ; 


* therefore will not we fear, thongh the earth be removed, and 


though the mountains be carried ints the midſt of the ſea; though, 
the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains 
ſhake with the ſwelling thereof : He ſhall not be afraid of evil 
ridings, hts heart ts fixed, truſting in the Lord. The Peace 
and Tranquillity of the Mind cannot be ſecured without 
Faith in God and Providence, 


Some will perhaps ſay that I have too much encourag?d 
Deiſm, by magnifying ſo much this Faith in God and Pro- 
dence ; for if it be ſich as I have deſcribed, and if it 
effectuate all I have ſaid, there ſeems no more neceſlary. 
To obviate this, I ſay, that indeed this Faith compre- 
hends all ; but then he hath not this Faith, nor doth he 
follow and obey it, who disbelieves what is really from 
God, and who rejeCts a Revelation which is certain, and 
Truths which are clearly revealed. What other Faith is 
neceſlary, it 15 as being the Conſequence of this Faith, 
and ſuch ought to be received ; for he who doth not 
admit plain, neceſſary Conſequences, ' either doth not 
well underſtand what he believeth, or he doth not fin- 
cerely believe what he profeſleth. If we believe a God, 
we ought to acknowledge bis Authority and Veracity ; 
Be es LE neither 
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neither of which is done, if what He ſays be denied, 


and if his wonderful Manifeſtations be diſowned.. What 


theſe are, ſhall be the SubjeCt of the following and 


laſt Part, where ſhall be conſider'd, 
1. The Nature of Faith, as oppoſed to Senſe, 
2. As diſtinguiſhed from Reaſon, 


3. As it reſpe@s Revelation. 


4+ 4d the things revealed particularly in reference to 


Feſns Chriſt. 


In the mean time, I pray God that our preſent La- 
bours may be acceptable to Him, and uſeful to others, 
that they may contribute to remove what hinders ſome 
from admitting a Faith ſo Important, and ſo Neceſlary, 
and that they may confirm and encreaſe it in others. 
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the Aſſembly, 1682. 4%. 


Mr. Bramſtor*s Sermon of the Neceſlity of a Preſent 


| Repentance. 4*. 
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Impar Conatuti: Or, Mr Holdſworth*s Vindication of 


the Animadverter againſt Mr. F. B. Together with 


ſome Account of the late ſcandalous Animadverſions on 
Mr. Hil*s Book, entituled, A YVindication of the Primitive 
Fathers, &C. 4*. 


Satan Diſrobed from his Diſguiſe of Light : Or, The 


Quakers Laſt Shift to cover their monſtrous Herelies 
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Graſs, 4*. | 
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Mr- Clutterbicks Explanation of the Terms, Order and 
Uſefulneſs of the Liturgy of the Church of England. 8*. _ 


Biſhop King's Diſcourſe concerning the Inventions of 
Menin the Worſhip of God. The Third Edition. 8*. 
— his Admonition to the Diſſenting Inhabitants * 
. of the Dioceſs of Derry, againſt Mr. 7. Poyſe. 8*. 


Nomenclator Claſſicus, ſroe Dittionarium Trilingue. By 
Fobn Ray, Fellow of the Royal Seciety 5 for the Ulſe of 
Schools, 89. | 


A Diſcourſe proving the Divine Inſtitution of Water- 
Baptiſm, wherein all the Quakers Arguments againſt it 
are Collected and Confuted. By the Author of 7 he Snake 
in the Graſs.  4*. 


A Volume of Sermons Preached on ſeveral Octeſions 
will ſhortly be Publiſh'd. By Fohz Cockburn, D. D. 8*. 
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